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In the years following World War II, American Protestantism experienced tremendous growth,
but conventional wisdom holds that midcentury Protestants practiced an optimistic,
progressive, complacent, and materialist faith. In Original Sin and Everyday Protestants,
historian Andrew Finstuen argues against this prevailing view, showing that theological issues
in general--and the ancient Christian doctrine of original sin in particular--became newly
important to both the culture at large and to a generation of American Protestants during a
postwar "age of anxiety" as the Cold War took root. Finstuen focuses on three giants of
Protestant thought--Billy Graham, Reinhold Niebuhr, and Paul Tillich--men who were among
the era's best known public figures. He argues that each thinker's strong commitment to the
doctrine of original sin was a powerful element of the broad public influence that they enjoyed.
Drawing on extensive correspondence from everyday Protestants, the book captures the
voices of the people in the pews, revealing that the ordinary, rank-and-file Protestants were
indeed thinking about Christian doctrine and especially about "good" and "evil" in human
nature. Finstuen concludes that the theological concerns of ordinary American Christians were
generally more complicated and serious than is commonly assumed, correcting the view that
postwar American culture was becoming more and more secular from the late 1940s through
the 1950s.
This book examines the lost voices of returning World War II veterans in the immediate
postwar years and shows how the developing Cold War silenced or altered dissenting opinions
that many vets expressed upon their return.
A collection of primary documents that explore the many facets of the American military from
the colonial period to the present The second edition of American Military History offers an
exceptional collection of primary documents relating to history of the military of the United
States from 1607 through the present. The writings offer insight into the armed forces in
relation to the social, cultural, economic, political, and territorial development of the United
States. Several documents comment on strategic initiatives, combat operations, force
structure, public policy, and home fronts. The writings also present firsthand testimony of
extraordinary men and women in uniform and most of the documents explore the connections
between combatants and the societies that produced them. From the beginnings of the war
against the natives through the tragedy of the Civil War and up to the current Global War on
Terror, American Military History offers a chronological account of the evolution of the United
States military. This vital text: Includes writings that explore the diversity of the armed forces
Explores leadership in America’s military affairs Traces America’s ways of war beginning in
1607 through the present Examines the patterns of design and purpose of the American
military over time Reveals the vitality of civil-military relations in the United States Written for
academics and students of military history, American Military History is an important text that
draws on primary sources to explore the many facets of America’s military history.
Focuses on the nature of revolution as it affected Latin America in the 1960s and the efforts
designed to counteract or coopt this challenge through the Alliance for Progress.
Refuting the common perception that the American left has a religion problem, Vaneesa Cook
highlights an important but overlooked intellectual and political tradition that she calls "spiritual
socialism." Spiritual socialists emphasized the social side of socialism and believed the most
basic expression of religious values—caring for the sick, tired, hungry, and exploited members
of one's community—created a firm footing for society. Their unorthodox perspective on the
spiritual and cultural meaning of socialist principles helped make leftist thought more palatable
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to Americans, who associated socialism with Soviet atheism and autocracy. In this way,
spiritual socialism continually put pressure on liberals, conservatives, and Marxists to address
the essential connection between morality and social justice. Cook tells her story through an
eclectic group of activists whose lives and works span the twentieth century. Sherwood Eddy,
A. J. Muste, Myles Horton, Dorothy Day, Henry Wallace, Pauli Murray, Staughton Lynd, and
Martin Luther King, Jr. spoke and wrote publicly about the connection between religious values
and socialism. Equality, cooperation, and peace, they argued, would not develop overnight,
and a more humane society would never emerge through top-down legislation. Instead, they
believed that the process of their vision of the world had to happen in homes, villages, and
cities, from the bottom up. By insisting that people start treating each other better in everyday
life, spiritual socialists transformed radical activism from projects of political policy-making to
grass-roots organizing. For Cook, contemporary public figures such as Senator Bernie
Sanders, Pope Francis, Reverend William Barber, and Cornel West are part of a long-standing
tradition that exemplifies how non-Communist socialism has gained traction in American
politics.
With more than 60 essays, A Companion to American MilitaryHistory presents a
comprehensive analysis of the historiographyof United States military history from the colonial
era to thepresent. Covers the entire spectrum of US history from the Indian andimperial
conflicts of the seventeenth century to the battles inAfghanistan and Iraq Features an
unprecedented breadth of coverage from eminentmilitary historians and emerging scholars,
including little studiedtopics such as the military and music, military ethics, care of thedead,
and sports Surveys and evaluates the best scholarship on every importantera and topic
Summarizes current debates and identifies areas whereconflicting interpretations are in need
of further study
At the conclusion of World War II, Americans anxiously contemplated the return to peace. It
was an uncertain time, filled with concerns about demobilization, inflation, strikes, and the
return of a second Great Depression. Balanced against these challenges was the hope in a
future of unparalleled opportunities for a generation raised in hard times and war. One of the
remarkable untold stories of postwar America is the successful assimilation of sixteen million
veterans back into civilian society after 1945. The G.I. generation returned home filled with the
same sense of fear and hope as most citizens at the time. Their transition from conflict to
normalcy is one of the greatest chapters in American history. The Greatest Generation Comes
Home combines military and social history into a comprehensive narrative of the veteran’s
experience after World War II. It integrates early impressions of home in 1945 with later stories
of medical recovery, education, work, politics, and entertainment, as well as moving accounts
of the dislocation, alienation, and discomfort many faced. The book includes the experiences of
not only the millions of veterans drawn from mainstream white America, but also the women,
African Americans, Latinos, and Asian Americans who served the nation. Perhaps most
important, the book also examines the legacy bequeathed by these veterans to later
generations who served in uniform on new battlefields around the world.
"Harry's Farewell confronts the biggest issue of Truman historiography: the historical
significance of Harry S. Truman's presidency. Exploring the subject from the point of view of
Truman's Farewell Address of January 15, 1953, the book begins by describing the preparation
of the address itself by the president and his closest advisers. In it, they challenged the
negative view of his presidency that prevailed as he prepared to leave the White House. The
book goes on to appraise the presidency in terms of the topics included in the address: the
president and the people, the economy, civil rights, the bomb, Containment, Korea, and the
end of the Cold War. Four essays follow that cover key topics that Truman did not mention in
his speech: the Red Scare, women's rights, ethnicity, and the environment. The book ends with
essays by two major Truman biographers who present their own interpretations of his historical
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significance." --Book Jacket.
This collection of twenty-two essays, a product of recent revivals of interest in both Midwestern
history and intellectual history, argues for the contributions of interior thinkers and ideas in
forming an American identity. The Midwest has been characterized as a fertile seedbed for the
germination of great thinkers, but a wasteland for their further growth. The Sower and the Seer
reveals that representation to be false. In fact, the region has sustained many innovative minds
and been the locus of extraordinary intellectualism. It has also been the site of shifting
interpretations—to some a frontier, to others a colonized space, a breadbasket, a crossroads, a
heartland. As agrarian reformed (and Michigander) Liberty Hyde Bailey expressed in his 1916
poem “Sower and Seer,” the Midwestern landscape has given rise to significant visionaries,
just as their knowledge has nourished and shaped the region. The essays gathered for this
collection examine individual thinkers, writers, and leaders, as well as movements and ideas
that shaped the Midwest, including rural school consolidation, women’s literary societies,
Progressive-era urban planning, and Midwestern radical liberalism. While disparate in subject
and style, these essays taken together establish the irrefutable significance of the intellectual
history of the American Midwest.
The Greatest Generation Comes HomeThe Veteran in American SocietyTexas A&M University
Press
In the modern history of American veterans, it is sometimes difficult to separate myth from fact.
The men and women who served in World War II are routinely praised as heroes; the
“Greatest Generation,” after all, triumphed over fascism and successfully reentered postwar
society. Veterans of the Vietnam War, on the other hand, occupy a different thread in the
postwar narrative, sometimes as a threat to society but usually as victims of it; these vets
returned home to a combination of disdain, fear, and prolonged suffering. And until very
recently, both the public and historians have largely overlooked veterans of the Korean War
altogether; the hit television show M*A*S*H was set in Korea but was more about Vietnam.
Long Journeys Home explores the veteran experience of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam. It
examines and dissects the various myths that have grown up around each of these wars.
Author Michael D. Gambone compares and contrasts the basic elements of each narrative,
including the factors that influenced the decision to enlist, the impact of combat on life after the
war, the struggles of postwar economic adjustment, and participation in (or withdrawal from)
social and political activism. Gambone does not treat these veterans monolithically but instead
puts each era’s veterans in historical context. He also explores the nuances of race, gender,
and class. Despite many differences, some obvious and some not, Gambone nonetheless
finds a great deal of continuity, and ultimately concludes that Korean and Vietnam veterans
have much more in common with the Greatest Generation than was previously understood.
The Wiley Blackwell Encyclopedia of Family Studies presents a comprehensive,
interdisciplinary collection of the key concepts, trends, and processes relating to the study of
families and family patterns throughout the world. Offers more than 550 entries arranged A-Z
Includes contributions from hundreds of family scholars in various academic disciplines from
around the world Covers issues ranging from changing birth rates, fertility, and an aging world
population to human trafficking, homelessness, famine, and genocide Features entries that
approach families, households, and kin networks from a macro-level and micro-level
perspective Covers basic demographic concepts and long-term trends across various nations,
the impact of globalization on families, global family problems, and many more Features indepth examinations of families in numerous nations in several world regions 4 Volumes
www.familystudiesencyclopedia.com
This double special issue investigates the experiences of Soviet Afghan veterans and the
ongoing impact of the Soviet-Afghan war (1979-89); and the new and reconstituted narratives
of martyrdom that have been emerging in connection with 20th-century history and memory in
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the post-socialist world.The JOURNAL OF SOVIET AND POST-SOVIET POLITICS AND
SOCIETY (JSPPS) is a new bi-annual companion journal to the Soviet and Post-Soviet Politics
and Society (SPPS) book series (founded 2004 and edited by Andreas Umland, Dr. phil.,
PhD).Guest editors: Felix Ackermann (European Humanities University); Michael Galbas
(Konstanz University); Uilleam Blacker (UCL)
In the last twenty years, gay literature has earned a place at the American and British literary
tables, spawning its own constellation of important writers and winning a dedicated audience.
No one, though, until Philip Gambone, has attempted to offer a collective portrait of our most
important gay fiction writers. This selection of interviews attempts just that and is notable both
for the depth of Gambone's probing conversations and for the sheer range of important authors
included. Allen Barnett Christopher Bram Peter Cameron Bernard Cooper Dennis Cooper
Michael Cunningham Brad Gooch Joseph Hansen Scott Heim Andrew Holleran Alan
Hollinghurst Brian Keith Jackson Randall Kenan David Leavitt Michael Lowenthal Paul Monette
Michael Nava David Plante John Preston Lev Raphael Edmund White
This book investigates the demobilization and post-war readjustment of Red Army veterans in
Leningrad and its environs after the Great Patriotic War. Over 300,000 soldiers were stood
down in this war-ravaged region between July 1945 and 1948. They found the transition to
civilian life more challenging than many could ever have imagined. For civilian Leningraders,
reintegrating the rapid influx of former soldiers represented an enormous political, economic,
social and cultural challenge. In this book, Robert Dale reveals how these former soldiers
became civilians in a society devastated and traumatized by total warfare. Dale discusses how,
and how successfully, veterans became ordinary citizens. Based on extensive original
research in local and national archives, oral history interviews and the examination of various
newspaper collections, Demobilized Veterans in Late Stalinist Leningrad peels back the myths
woven around demobilization, to reveal a darker history repressed by society and concealed
from historiography. While propaganda celebrated this disarmament as a smooth process
which reunited veterans with their families, reintegrated them into the workforce and facilitated
upward social mobility, the reality was rarely straightforward. Many veterans were caught up in
the scramble for work, housing, healthcare and state hand-outs. Others drifted to the social
margins, criminality or became the victims of post-war political repression. Demobilized
Veterans in Late Stalinist Leningrad tells the story of both the failure of local representatives to
support returning Soviet soldiers, and the remarkable resilience and creativity of veterans in
solving the problems created by their return to society. It is a vital study for all scholars and
students of post-war Soviet history and the impact of war in the modern era.
Presidential doctrines since Washington are evaluated to show that, despite differences
between administrations, these doctrines have articulated both the responses and directions
conducive to an international order that best advances U.S. interests, including “democracy,”
open free markets, self-determining states, and a secure global environment.

Vol. 6 includes the 23d Biennial report of the Society, 1923/24, as an extra number.
This book examines war veterans’ history after 1945 from a global perspective. In the
Cold War era, in most countries of the world there was a sizeable portion of population
with direct war experience. This edited volume gathers contributions which show the
veterans’ involvement in all the major historical processes shaping the world after
World War II. Cold War politics, racial conflict, decolonization, state-building, and the
reshaping of war memory were phenomena in which former soldiers and excombatants were directly involved. By examining how different veterans’ groups,
movements and organizations challenged or sustained the Cold War, strived to prevent
or to foster decolonization, and transcended or supported official memories of war, the
volume characterizes veterans as largely independent and autonomous actors which
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interacted with societies and states in the making of our times. Spanning historical
cases from the United States to Hong-Kong, from Europe to Southern Africa, from
Algeria to Iran, the volume situates veterans within the turbulent international context
since World War II.
Presents an overview of World War Two with an emphasis on the experiences of the
men and women who served in the U.S. armed forces, including the Navy, Army, Army
Air Force, and Marine Corps.
“Small Wars is unique in its complexity and breadth. This book would be of great
interest to both military and diplomatic historians, and those that teach Recent
America.” —Nancy Gentile Ford, author of Issues of War and Peace Today,
conventional fighting waged by massed, industrial armies is nearly extinct as a viable
means of warfare, replaced by a broad and diverse array of conflicts that consume the
modern American military. Fought in sprawling urban areas of the underdeveloped
world or in desolate border regions where ethnicity and tradition reign, these “small
wars” involve a vast and intricate network of operations dedicated to attacking the
cultural, political, financial, and military layers that surround America’s new enemies. In
this intriguing study, Michael Gambone explores America’s approach to small wars
since Vietnam, providing a fascinating analysis of the basic goals, missions, conduct,
and consequences of modern American conflict. Going beyond a simple comparison of
Vietnam to the current wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, Gambone thoroughly tracks the
continuous evolution of U.S. intervention between these events, revealing a dramatic
shift in the role of the American military to covert operations that require fluidity,
creativity, and ingenuity. He examines in detail the many different forms of military
intervention that America has taken in the last forty years, including actions in Central
America in the 1980s, the first Gulf War, airstrikes in Kosovo in the 1990s, and the war
on terror, as well as the Iran-Contra affair, the drug war in Columbia, and the role of
private military contractors such as Blackwater. After the Cold War, Gambone shows,
American military missions served a wide variety of tasks—peacekeeping, humanitarian
assistance, counterterrorism—that significantly departed from conventional missions, a
trend that continued and expanded after 9/11. By exploring the history and assessing
the effectiveness of the small wars fought since Vietnam, Gambone reveals the
importance of these smaller actions in modern military planning and operations and
clearly traces the development of American warfare from the massive military machine
of World War II into a complex hybrid of traditional and innovative techniques.
MICHAEL GAMBONE, a professor of history at Kutztown University in Pennsylvania, is
the author of The Greatest Generation Comes Home: The Veteran in American Society
and editor of Documents of American Diplomacy: From the American Revolution to the
Present.
Moving Past PTSD fights against discrimination – be it age, color, religion, sexual
orientation and identity, or disability. All military veterans, including those with PTSD,
TBI, MST or others with visible or invisible wounds can regain their sense of purpose,
achieve meaningful employment and a successful transition to the civilian workforce.
Jeffrey Kaplan has been one of the most influential scholars of new religious
movements, extremism and terrorism. His pioneering use of interpretive fieldwork
among radical and violent subcultures opened up new fields of scholarship and vastly
increased our understanding of the beliefs and activities of extremists. This collection
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features many of his seminal contributions to the field alongside several new pieces
which place his work within the context of the latest research developments. Combining
discussion of the methodological issues alongside a broad array of case studies, this
will be essential reading for all students and scholars of extremism, religion and politics
and terrorism.
States seldom resort to war to overthrow their adversaries. They are more likely to
attempt to covertly change the opposing regime, by assassinating a foreign leader,
sponsoring a coup d’état, meddling in a democratic election, or secretly aiding foreign
dissident groups. In Covert Regime Change, Lindsey A. O’Rourke shows us how
states really act when trying to overthrow another state. She argues that conventional
focus on overt cases misses the basic causes of regime change. O’Rourke provides
substantive evidence of types of security interests that drive states to intervene.
Offensive operations aim to overthrow a current military rival or break up a rival
alliance. Preventive operations seek to stop a state from taking certain actions, such as
joining a rival alliance, that may make them a future security threat. Hegemonic
operations try to maintain a hierarchical relationship between the intervening state and
the target government. Despite the prevalence of covert attempts at regime change,
most operations fail to remain covert and spark blowback in unanticipated ways. Covert
Regime Change assembles an original dataset of all American regime change
operations during the Cold War. This fund of information shows the United States was
ten times more likely to try covert rather than overt regime change during the Cold War.
Her dataset allows O’Rourke to address three foundational questions: What motivates
states to attempt foreign regime change? Why do states prefer to conduct these
operations covertly rather than overtly? How successful are such missions in achieving
their foreign policy goals?
The prolonged conflict in Iraq has shown us war’s transformative effect. Civilians rivet
themselves to events happening halfway around the world, while young soldiers return
home from battlefields, coping with the memories of those events. How We Are
Changed by War examines our sense of ourselves through the medium of diaries and
wartime correspondence, beginning with the colonists of the early seventeenth century,
and ending with the diaries and letters from Iraqi war vets. The book tracks the effects
of war in private writings regardless of the narrator’s historical era allowing the writers
to ‘speak’ to each other across time to reveal a profound commonality of cultural
experience. Finally, interpreting the narratives by how the writers conveyed the content
adds a richer layer of meaning through the lenses of psychology and literary criticism,
providing a model for any society to examine itself through the medium of its members’
informal writings.
Books recommended for undergraduate and college libraries listed by Library of Congress
Classification Numbers.
War has always been a dangerous business, bringing injury, wounds, and death, and--until
recently--often disease. What has changed over time, most dramatically in the last 150 or so
years, is the care these casualties receive and who provides it. This book looks at the history
of how humanity has cared for its war casualties and veterans, from ancient times through the
aftermath of World War II.
A comprehensive encyclopedia that describes the experiences of American veterans from the
Revolutionary War to the present. * Presents essays from 30 contributing scholars from a
variety of disciplines, many who are themselves veterans * Contains 35 primary documents,
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including poems by and about and tributes to veterans, recent Congressional testimony by
veterans about their problems, and descriptions of their activities * Offers a timeline of relevant
events, including founding dates of major veterans organizations and dates of major veterans
legislation * Provides illustrations of veterans engaging in political or ceremonial activity and
illustrations of monuments and memorials * Includes a bibliography of both general items and
those relevant for each war/conflict
Hundreds of novels have been written about young men coming of age in war. And millions of
young men have, in fact, come of age in combat. This is the story of one of them, as told by his
daughter, based on the daily letters he wrote to his family in 1944 and 1945. After ten months
of stateside training, nineteen-year-old Joe Ted (Bud) Miller shipped out from New York harbor
in November 1944 and served with the 63rd Infantry in France and Germany. Although he
fought with his unit at the Colmar Pocket and earned a Bronze Star for his role in pushing
through the Siegfried Line, his letters focus less on the details of battle than on the many
aspects of his life in the military: food, PX, movies, biographies of friends and platoon-mates,
training activities, travelogues, and the behavior (good and bad) of officers. Bud’s journalistic
skills show in his letters and fill his reports with a wealth of objective detail, as well as articulate
reflections on his feelings about his experiences. Katherine I. Miller, a communication scholar,
brings to her father’s letters—which form the centerpiece of the book—her scholarly training in
analyzing issues such as the development of masculinity in historical context, the formation of
adult identity, and the psychological effects of war. Further insights gained from additional
personal and family archives, interviews with surviving family members, official paperwork, the
unit history of the 63rd Infantry Division (254th Regiment), unit newspapers, pictorial histories,
maps, and accounts by other unit members aided her in crafting this “interpretive biography.”
The book also serves as a window onto more general questions of how individuals navigate
complicated turning points thrown at them by external events and internal struggles as they
move from youth to adulthood.
What happened to veterans of the nations involved in the world wars? How did they fare when
they returned home and needed benefits? How were they recognized—or not—by their
governments and fellow citizens? Where and under what circumstances did they obtain an
elevated postwar status? In this sophisticated comparative history of government policies
regarding veterans, Martin Crotty, Neil J. Diamant, and Mark Edele examine veterans'
struggles for entitlements and benefits in the United States, the United Kingdom, Japan,
Taiwan, the Soviet Union, China, Germany, and Australia after both global conflicts. They
illuminate how veterans' success or failure in winning benefits were affected by a range of
factors that shaped their ability to exert political influence. Some veterans' groups fought
politicians for improvements to their postwar lives; this lobbying, the authors show, could set
the foundation for beneficial veteran treatment regimes or weaken the political forces
proposing unfavorable policies. The authors highlight cases of veterans who secured (and in
some cases failed to secure) benefits and status after wars both won and lost; within both
democratic and authoritarian polities; under liberal, conservative, and even Leninist
governments; after wars fought by volunteers or conscripts, at home or abroad, and for
legitimate or subsequently discredited causes. Veterans who succeeded did so, for the most
part, by forcing their agendas through lobbying, protesting, and mobilizing public support. The
Politics of Veteran Benefits in the Twentieth Century provides a large-scale map for a research
field with a future: comparative veteran studies.
Designed to give students a concise exploration of World War II’s transformative role in
American life, the new edition of Wartime America retains the framework of the original edition
with new important focus on topics such as other home fronts, the lives of veterans, coverage
of WWII as the Good War, and the concept of “the Greatest Generation.”
At the conclusion of World War II, Americans anxiously contemplated the return to peace. It
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was an uncertain time, filled with concerns about demobilization, inflation, strikes, and the
return of a second Great Depression. Balanced against these challenges was the hope in a
future of unparalleled opportunities for a generation raised in hard times and war. One of the
remarkable untold stories of postwar America is the successful assimilation of sixteen million
veterans back into civilian society after 1945. The G.I. generation returned home filled with the
same sense of fear and hope as most citizens at the time. Their transition from conflict to
normalcy is one of the greatest chapters in American history. "The Greatest Generation Comes
Home" combines military and social history into a comprehensive narrative of the veteran's
experience after World War II. It integrates early impressions of home in 1945 with later stories
of medical recovery, education, work, politics, and entertainment, as well as moving accounts
of the dislocation, alienation, and discomfort many faced. The book includes the experiences of
not only the millions of veterans drawn from mainstream white America, but also the women,
African Americans, Latinos, and Asian Americans who served the nation. Perhaps most
important, the book also examines the legacy bequeathed by these veterans to later
generations who served in uniform on new battlefields around the world.
This ground-breaking 5-volume reference is a comprehensive print and electronic resource
covering the history of warfare from ancient times to the present day, across the entire globe.
Arranged in A-Z format, the Encyclopedia provides an overview of the most important events,
people, and terms associated with warfare - from the Punic Wars to the Mongol conquest of
China, and the War on Terror; from the Ottoman Sultan, Suleiman ‘the Magnificent’, to the
Soviet Military Commander, Georgi Konstantinovich Zhukov; and from the crossbow to
chemical warfare. Individual entries range from 1,000 to 6,000 words with the longer, essaystyle contributions giving a detailed analysis of key developments and ideas. Drawing on an
experienced and internationally diverse editorial board, the Encyclopedia is the first to offer
readers at all levels an extensive reference work based on the best and most recent scholarly
research. The online platform further provides interactive cross-referencing links and powerful
searching and browsing capabilities within the work and across Wiley-Blackwell’s
comprehensive online reference collection. Learn more at www.encyclopediaofwar.com.
Selected by Choice as a 2013 Outstanding Academic Title Recipient of a 2012 PROSE Award
honorable mention
Examines the Cold War in Central America from 1945 to 1963.
The Encyclopedia of Military Science provides a comprehensive, ready-reference on the
organization, traditions, training, purpose, and functions of today’s military. Entries in this fourvolume work include coverage of the duties, responsibilities, and authority of military personnel
and an understanding of strategies and tactics of the modern military and how they interface
with political, social, legal, economic, and technological factors. A large component is devoted
to issues of leadership, group dynamics, motivation, problem-solving, and decision making in
the military context. Finally, this work also covers recent American military history since the
end of the Cold War with a special emphasis on peacekeeping and peacemaking operations,
the First Persian Gulf War, the events surrounding 9/11, and the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq
and how the military has been changing in relation to these events. Click here to read an article
on The Daily Beast by Encyclopedia editor G. Kurt Piehler, "Why Don't We Build Statues For
Our War Heroes Anymore?"
Contemporary veterans belong to an exclusive American group. Celebrated by most of the
country, they are nevertheless often poorly understood by the same people who applaud their
service. Following the introduction of an all-volunteer force after the war in Vietnam, only a tiny
fraction of Americans now join the armed services, making the contemporary soldier, and the
veteran by extension, increasingly less representative of mainstream society. Veterans have
come to comprise their own distinct tribe--modern praetorians, permanently set apart from
society by what they have seen and experienced. In an engrossing narrative that considers the
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military, economic, political, and social developments affecting military service after Vietnam,
Michael D. Gambone investigates how successive generations have intentionally shaped their
identity as veterans. The New Praetorians also highlights the impact of their homecoming, the
range of educational opportunities open to veterans, the health care challenges they face, and
the unique experiences of minority and women veterans. This groundbreaking study illustrates
an important and often neglected group that is key to our understanding of American social
history and civil-military affairs.
Intimate portraits of three families whose lives were adversely affected by World War II
challenges popular misconceptions that the war's soldiers returned healthy and convinced that
their service was in the world's best interest, in a revisionist account that reveals how veterans
struggled with such debilitating challenges as PTSD, substance abuse, unemployment, and
homelessness.
In 1945 Hickory, North Carolina, Ann Fay's father is back from the war but she must still rely on
her own strength and determination as she faces the problems of her polio-induced disability
and her father's failure to get a job. Includes facts about thedisability rights movement.
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