Acces PDF Citizen And Subject Contemporary
Africa And The Legacy Of Late Colonialism
Princeton Series In Culturepowerhistory

Citizen And Subject
Contemporary Africa And The
Legacy Of Late Colonialism
Princeton Series In
Culturepowerhistory

From an award-winning anthropologist, a lively, accessible,
and irreverent introduction to the field What is anthropology?
What can it tell us about the world? Why, in short, does it
matter? For well over a century, cultural anthropologists have
circled the globe, from Papua New Guinea to California,
uncovering surprising insights about how humans organize
their lives and articulate their values. In the process,
anthropology has done more than any other discipline to
reveal what culture means and why it matters. By weaving
together examples and theories from around the world,
Matthew Engelke provides a lively, accessible, and at times
irreverent introduction to anthropology, covering a wide range
of classic and contemporary approaches, subjects, and
anthropologists. Presenting memorable cases, he
encourages readers to think deeply about key concepts that
anthropologists use to make sense of the world. Along the
way, he shows how anthropology helps us understand other
cultures and points of view—but also how, in doing so, it
reveals something about ourselves and our own cultures, too.
Available Open Access under CC-BY-NC licence. Citizenship
is always in dispute – in practice as well as in theory – but
conventional perspectives do not address why the concept of
citizenship is so contentious. This unique book presents a
new perspective on citizenship by treating it as a continuing
focus of dispute.The authors dispute the way citizenship is
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normally conceived
analysed within the social sciences,
developing a view of citizenship as always emerging from
struggle. This view is advanced through an exploration of the
entanglements of politics, culture and power that are both
embodied and contested in forms and practices of citizenship.
This compelling view of citizenship emerges from the
international and interdisciplinary collaboration of the four
authors, drawing on the diverse disputes over citizenship in
their countries of origin (Brazil, France, the UK and the US).
The book is essential reading for anyone interested in the
field of citizenship, no matter what their geographical, political
or academic location.
From Egypt to South Africa, Nigeria to Ethiopia, a new force
for political change is emerging across Africa: popular protest.
Widespread urban uprisings by youth, the unemployed, trade
unions, activists, writers, artists, and religious groups are
challenging injustice and inequality. What is driving this new
wave of protest? Is it the key to substantive political change?
Drawing on interviews and in-depth analysis, Adam Branch
and Zachariah Mampilly offer a penetrating assessment of
contemporary African protests, situating the current popular
activism within its historical and regional contexts.
Africa, it is often said, is suffering from a crisis of citizenship.
At the heart of the contemporary debates this apparent crisis
has provoked lie dynamic relations between the present and
the past, between political theory and political practice, and
between legal categories and lived experience. Yet studies of
citizenship in Africa have often tended to foreshorten
historical time and privilege the present at the expense of the
deeper past. Citizenship, Belonging, and Political Community
in Africa provides a critical reflection on citizenship in Africa
by bringing together scholars working with very different case
studies and with very different understandings of what is
meant by citizenship. By bringing historians and social
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scientists into
dialogue
the same volume, it argues that
a revised reading of the past can offer powerful new
perspectives on the present, in ways that might also indicate
new paths for the future. The project collects the works of upand-coming and established scholars from around the globe.
Presenting case studies from such wide-ranging countries as
Sudan, Mauritius, South Africa, Côte d'Ivoire, and Ethiopia,
the essays delve into the many facets of citizenship and
agency as they have been expressed in the colonial and
postcolonial eras. In so doing, they engage in exciting ways
with the watershed book in the field, Mahmood Mamdani's
Citizen and Subject. Contributors: Samantha BalatonChrimes, Frederick Cooper, Solomon M. Gofie, V. Adefemi
Isumonah, Cherry Leonardi, John Lonsdale, Eghosa
E.Osaghae, Ramola Ramtohul, Aidan Russell, Nicole Ulrich,
Chris Vaughan, and Henri-Michel Yéré.
In Seeing Like a Citizen, Kara Moskowitz approaches
Kenya’s late colonial and early postcolonial eras as a single
period of political, economic, and social transition. In focusing
on rural Kenyans—the vast majority of the populace and the
main targets of development interventions—as they actively
sought access to aid, she offers new insights into the texture
of political life in decolonizing Kenya and the early
postcolonial world. Using multi-sited archival sources and oral
histories focused on the western Rift Valley, Seeing Like a
Citizen makes three fundamental contributions to our
understanding of African and Kenyan history. First, it
challenges the widely accepted idea of the gatekeeper state,
revealing that state control remained limited and that the
postcolonial state was an internally varied and often
dissonant institution. Second, it transforms our understanding
of postcolonial citizenship, showing that its balance of rights
and duties was neither claimed nor imposed, but negotiated
and differentiated. Third, it reorients Kenyan historiography
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away from central
Kenya
and elite postcolonial politics. The
result is a powerful investigation of experiences of
independence, of the meaning and form of development, and
of how global political practices were composed and
recomposed on the ground in local settings.
This book critically analyses the important role of radio in
public life in post-apartheid South Africa. As the most
widespread and popular form of communication in the
country, radio occupies an essential space in the deliberation
and the construction of public opinion in South Africa. From
just a few state-controlled stations during the apartheid era,
there are now more than 100 radio stations, reaching vast
swathes of the population and providing an important space
for citizens to air their views and take part in significant socioeconomic and political issues of the country. The various
contributors to this book demonstrate that whilst print and
television media often serve elite interests and audiences, the
low cost and flexibility of radio has helped it to create a
‘common’ space for national dialogue and deliberation. The
book also investigates the ways in which digital technologies
have enhanced the consumption of radio and produced a
sense of imagined community for citizens, including those in
marginalised communities and rural areas. This book will be
of interest to researchers with an interest in media, politics
and culture in South Africa specifically, as well as those with
an interest in broadcast media more generally.
Table of contents
In a vast and all-embracing study of Africa, from the origins of
mankind to the AIDS epidemic, John Iliffe refocuses its history
on the peopling of an environmentally hostile continent.
Africans have been pioneers struggling against disease and
nature, and their social, economic and political institutions
have been designed to ensure their survival. In the context of
medical progress and other twentieth-century innovations,
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same institutions
have bred the most rapid
population growth the world has ever seen. Africans: The
History of a Continent is thus a single story binding living
Africans to their earliest human ancestors.

In the context of a global biometric turn, this book
investigates processes of legal identification in Africa
‘from below,’ asking what this means for the
relationship between citizens and the state. Almost
half of the population of the African continent is
thought to lack a legal identity, and many states see
biometric technology as a reliable and efficient
solution to the problem. However, this book shows
that biometrics, far from securing identities and
avoiding fraud or political distrust, can even
participate in reinforcing exclusion and polarizing
debates on citizenship and national belonging. It
highlights the social and political embedding of legal
identities and the resilience of the documentary
state. Drawing on empirical research conducted
across 14 countries, the book documents the
processes, practices, and meanings of legal
identification in Africa from the 1950s right up to the
biometric boom. Beyond the classic opposition
between surveillance and recognition, it
demonstrates how analysing the social uses of IDs
and tools of identification can give a fresh account of
the state at work, the practices of citizenship, and
the role of bureaucracy in the writing of the self in
African societies. This book will be of an important
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reference for students and scholars of African
studies, politics, human security, and anthropology
and the sociology of the state.
From the author of Good Muslim, Bad Muslim comes
an important book, unlike any other, that looks at the
crisis in Darfur within the context of the history of
Sudan and examines the world’s response to that
crisis. In Saviors and Survivors, Mahmood Mamdani
explains how the conflict in Darfur began as a civil
war (1987—89) between nomadic and peasant tribes
over fertile land in the south, triggered by a severe
drought that had expanded the Sahara Desert by
more than sixty miles in forty years; how British
colonial officials had artificially tribalized Darfur,
dividing its population into “native” and “settler”
tribes and creating homelands for the former at the
expense of the latter; how the war intensified in the
1990s when the Sudanese government tried
unsuccessfully to address the problem by creating
homelands for tribes without any. The involvement of
opposition parties gave rise in 2003 to two rebel
movements, leading to a brutal insurgency and a
horrific counterinsurgency–but not to genocide, as
the West has declared. Mamdani also explains how
the Cold War exacerbated the twenty-year civil war
in neighboring Chad, creating a confrontation
between Libya’s Muammar al-Qaddafi (with Soviet
support) and the Reagan administration (allied with
France and Israel) that spilled over into Darfur and
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militarized the fighting. By 2003, the war involved
national, regional, and global forces, including the
powerful Western lobby, who now saw it as part of
the War on Terror and called for a military invasion
dressed up as “humanitarian intervention.” Incisive
and authoritative, Saviors and Survivors will radically
alter our understanding of the crisis in Darfur.
"This book-the first ethnography of water
conservation on the Great Plains-provides an
account of High Plains aquifer decline through an
exploration of the different ways in which heartland
residents inhabit and understand the imminent
depletion of groundwater. This literary ethnography
offers a vividly sketched look into the lives and
stories of this community, based on interviews with
members of the community such as fellow farmers
and state regulators, woven together with historical
data, journalistic documentation, and Bessire's
personal reflections of his family's lived experiences.
(Five generations of the author's family have lived in
the region as farmers and ranchers.)"-An exploration of how ordinary U.S. Christians
create global connections through the multibilliondollar child sponsorship industry Child sponsorship
emerged from nineteenth-century Protestant
missions to become one of today’s most profitable
private fund-raising tools in organizations including
World Vision, Compassion International, and
ChildFund. Investigating two centuries of
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sponsorship and its related practices in American
living rooms, churches, and shopping malls,
Christian Globalism at Home reveals the myriad
ways that Christians who don’t travel outside of the
United States cultivate global sensibilities. Kaell
traces the movement of money, letters, and images,
along with a wide array of sponsorship’s lesserknown embodied and aesthetic techniques, such as
playacting, hymn singing, eating, and fasting. She
shows how, through this process, U.S. Christians
attempt to hone globalism of a particular sort by
oscillating between the sensory experiences of a
God’s eye view and the intimacy of human
relatedness. These global aspirations are buoyed by
grand hopes and subject to intractable limitations,
since they so often rely on the inequities they claim
to redress. Based on extensive interviews, archival
research, and fieldwork, Christian Globalism at
Home explores how U.S. Christians imagine and
experience the world without ever leaving home.
An important work on the condition of, and external
impact on agriculture in Africa.
An incisive look at the causes and consequences of
the Rwandan genocide "When we captured Kigali,
we thought we would face criminals in the state;
instead, we faced a criminal population." So a
political commissar in the Rwanda Patriotic Front
reflected after the 1994 massacre of as many as one
million Tutsis in Rwanda. Underlying his statement
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was the realization that, though ordered by a
minority of state functionaries, the slaughter was
performed by hundreds of thousands of ordinary
citizens, including judges, doctors, priests, and
friends. Rejecting easy explanations of the Rwandan
genocide as a mysterious evil force that was
bizarrely unleashed, When Victims Become Killers
situates the tragedy in its proper context. Mahmood
Mamdani coaxes to the surface the historical,
geographical, and political forces that made it
possible for so many Hutus to turn so brutally on
their neighbors. In so doing, Mamdani usefully
broadens understandings of citizenship and political
identity in postcolonial Africa and provides a
direction for preventing similar future tragedies.
Soldiers in Revolt examines the understudied
phenomenon of military mutinies in Africa. Through
interviews with former mutineers in Sierra Leone,
Burkina Faso, and The Gambia, the book provides a
unique and intimate perspective on those who take
the risky decision to revolt. This view from the lower
ranks is key to comprehending the internal struggles
that can threaten a military's ability to function
effectively. Maggie Dwyer's detailed accounts of
specific revolts are complemented by an original
dataset of West African mutinies covering more than
fifty years, allowing for the identification of trends.
Her book shows the complex ways mutineers often
formulate and interpret their grievances against a
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backdrop of domestic and global politics. Just as
mutineers have been influenced by the political
landscape, so too have they shaped it. Mutinies
have challenged political and military leaders,
spurred social unrest, led to civilian casualties,
threatened peacekeeping efforts and, in extreme
cases, resulted in international interventions.
Soldiers in Revolt offers a better understanding of
West African mutinies and mutinies in general,
valuable not only for military studies but for anyone
interested in the complex dynamics of African states.
Frederick Cooper's book on the history of
decolonization and independence in Africa is part of
the textbook series New Approaches to African
History. This text will help students understand the
historical process out of which Africa's position in the
world has emerged. Bridging the divide between
colonial and post-colonial history, it allows readers to
see just what political independence did and did not
signify and how men and women, peasants and
workers, religious leaders and local leaders sought
to refashion the way they lived, worked, and
interacted with each other.
Nationalism has generated violence, bloodshed, and
genocide, as well as patriotic sentiments that
encourage people to help fellow citizens and place
public responsibilities above personal interests. This
study explores the contradictory character of African
nationalism as it unfolded over decades of
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Tanzanian history in conflicts over public policies
concerning the rights of citizens, foreigners, and the
nation's Asian racial minority. These policy debates
reflected a history of racial oppression and foreign
domination and were shaped by a quest for
economic development, racial justice, and national
self-reliance.
Explains the origins of the Fourteenth Amendment's
birthright citizenship provision, as a story of black
Americans' pre-Civil War claims to belonging.
A stunning personal narrative of best intentions gone
awry, Michael Maren, at one time an aid worker and
journalist in Somalia, writes of the failure of
international charities. Michael Maren spent years in
Africa, first as an aid worker, later as a journalist,
where he witnessed at a harrowing series of wars,
famines, and natural disasters. In this book, he
claims that charities, such as CARE and Save the
Children, are less concerned with relief than we
think. Maren also attacks the United Nation's
"humanitarian" missions are controlled by
agribusinesses and infighting bureaucrats.
Theories of international relations, assumed to be
universally applicable, have failed to explain the
creation of states in Africa. There, the interaction of
power and space is dramatically different from what
occurred in Europe. In his groundbreaking book,
Jeffrey Herbst places the African state-building
process in a truly comparative perspective,
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examining the problem of state consolidation from
the precolonial period, through the short but intense
interlude of European colonialism, to the modern era
of independent states. Herbst's bold contention--that
the conditions now facing African state-builders
existed long before European penetration of the
continent--is sure to provoke controversy, for it runs
counter to the prevailing assumption that colonialism
changed everything. In identifying how the African
state-building process differs from the European
experience, Herbst addresses the fundamental
problem confronting African leaders: how to extend
authority over sparsely settled lands. Indeed, efforts
to exert control over vast, inhospitable territories of
low population density and varied environmental and
geographical zones have resulted in devastating
wars, millions of refugees, and dysfunctional
governments perpetrating destructive policies.
Detailing the precise political calculations of distinct
African leaders, Herbst isolates the basic dynamics
of African state development. In analyzing how these
leaders have attempted to consolidate power, he is
able to evaluate a variety of policy alternatives for
dealing with the fundamental political challenges
facing African states today.
DIVA collection of Ferguson's essays that bring the
question of Africa into the center of current debates
on globalization, modernity, and emerging forms of
world order./div
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Moses E. Ochonu explores a rare system of
colonialism in Middle Belt Nigeria, where the British
outsourced the business of the empire to HausaFulani subcolonials because they considered the
area too uncivilized for Indirect Rule. Ochonu reveals
that the outsiders ruled with an iron fist and imagined
themselves as bearers of Muslim civilization rather
than carriers of the white man's burden. Stressing
that this type of Indirect Rule violated its primary
rationale, Colonialism by Proxy traces contemporary
violent struggles to the legacy of the dynamics of
power and the charged atmosphere of religious
difference.
Davidson Don Tengo Jabavu was a South African
educationor and politician, and a founder of the All
African Convention (AAC), which sought to unite all
non-European opposition to the segregationist
measure of the South African government.
* Finalist for the National Book Award in Poetry * *
Winner of the National Book Critics Circle Award in
Poetry * Finalist for the National Book Critics Circle
Award in Criticism * Winner of the NAACP Image
Award * Winner of the L.A. Times Book Prize *
Winner of the PEN Open Book Award * ONE OF
THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR: The New
Yorker, Boston Globe, The Atlantic, BuzzFeed, NPR.
Los Angeles Times, Publishers Weekly, Slate, Time
Out New York, Vulture, Refinery 29, and many more
. . . A provocative meditation on race, Claudia
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Rankine's long-awaited follow up to her
groundbreaking book Don't Let Me Be Lonely: An
American Lyric. Claudia Rankine's bold new book
recounts mounting racial aggressions in ongoing
encounters in twenty-first-century daily life and in the
media. Some of these encounters are slights,
seeming slips of the tongue, and some are
intentional offensives in the classroom, at the
supermarket, at home, on the tennis court with
Serena Williams and the soccer field with Zinedine
Zidane, online, on TV-everywhere, all the time. The
accumulative stresses come to bear on a person's
ability to speak, perform, and stay alive. Our
addressability is tied to the state of our belonging,
Rankine argues, as are our assumptions and
expectations of citizenship. In essay, image, and
poetry, Citizen is a powerful testament to the
individual and collective effects of racism in our
contemporary, often named "post-race" society.
Mahmood Mamdani's 1996 Citizen and Subject is a powerful
work of analysis that lays bare the sources of the problems
that plagued, and often still plague, African governments.
Analysis is one of the broadest and most fundamental critical
thinking skills, and involves understanding the structure and
features of arguments. Mamdani's strong analytical skills form
the basis of an original investigation of the problems faced by
the independent African governments in the wake of the
collapse of the colonial regimes imposed by European
powers such has Great Britain and France. It had long been
clear that these newly-independent governments faced many
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problems - corruption,
imposition of anti-democratic rule,
and many basic failures of day-to-day governance. They also
tended to replicate many of the racially and ethnically
prejudiced structures that were part of colonial rule. Mamdani
analyses the many arguments about the sources of these
problems, drawing out their hidden implications and
assumptions in order to clear the way for his own creative
new vision of the way to overcome the obstacles to
democratization in Africa. A dense and brilliant analysis of the
true nature of colonialism's legacy in Africa, Mamdani's book
remains influential to this day.
In the newest version of his ""Problems"" books, Professor
Collins presents the most important issues in the study of
modern Africa such as: Decolonization and the End of
Empire; Democracy and the Nation-State; Epidemics in
Africa: The Human and Financial Costs; Development:
Failure or Success; The African Environment: Origins of a
Crisis; and, Return of the Empires?
Rethinking Revolution brings to life the spirited and often
contentious debates among frontline activists over how to
unify and transform their societies toward greater economic,
social and political equality. Looking at the most dynamic new
social movements in several countries, Connell examines
how these groups are challenging and enriching strategic
vision of leading political parties, even as they redefine the
nature of power and the struggle to achieve it. A bold and
provocative analysis' - Howard Zinn 'Thoughtful, often brilliant'
- Margaret Randall'
In analyzing the obstacles to democratization in postindependence Africa, Mahmood Mamdani offers a bold,
insightful account of colonialism's legacy--a bifurcated power
that mediated racial domination through tribally organized
local authorities, reproducing racial identity in citizens and
ethnic identity in subjects. Many writers have understood
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colonial rule Series
as eitherIn
"direct"
(French) or "indirect" (British),
with a third variant--apartheid--as exceptional. This benign
terminology, Mamdani shows, masks the fact that these were
actually variants of a despotism. While direct rule denied
rights to subjects on racial grounds, indirect rule incorporated
them into a "customary" mode of rule, with state-appointed
Native Authorities defining custom. By tapping authoritarian
possibilities in culture, and by giving culture an authoritarian
bent, indirect rule (decentralized despotism) set the pace for
Africa; the French followed suit by changing from direct to
indirect administration, while apartheid emerged relatively
later. Apartheid, Mamdani shows, was actually the generic
form of the colonial state in Africa. Through case studies of
rural (Uganda) and urban (South Africa) resistance
movements, we learn how these institutional features
fragment resistance and how states tend to play off reform in
one sector against repression in the other. The result is a
groundbreaking reassessment of colonial rule in Africa and its
enduring aftereffects. Reforming a power that institutionally
enforces tension between town and country, and between
ethnicities, is the key challenge for anyone interested in
democratic reform in Africa.
Despite being told that we now live in a cosmopolitan world,
more and more people have begun to assert their identities in
ways that are deeply rooted in the local. These claims of
autochthony—meaning “born from the soil”—seek to establish
an irrefutable, primordial right to belong and are often
employed in politically charged attempts to exclude outsiders.
In The Perils of Belonging, Peter Geschiere traces the
concept of autochthony back to the classical period and
incisively explores the idea in two very different contexts:
Cameroon and the Netherlands. In both countries, the
momentous economic and political changes following the end
of the cold war fostered anxiety over migration. For
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Cameroonians,
the question
of who belongs where rises to
the fore in political struggles between different tribes, while
the Dutch invoke autochthony in fierce debates over the
integration of immigrants. This fascinating comparative
perspective allows Geschiere to examine the emotional
appeal of autochthony—as well as its dubious historical
basis—and to shed light on a range of important issues, such
as multiculturalism, national citizenship, and migration.
The nation-state and the colonial state have always been the
same thing: the ethnic and religious majorities of the former
created only through the violent "minoritization" inherent in
the latter. Assessing cases from the United States to Eastern
Europe, Israel, and Sudan, Mahmood Mamdani suggests a
radical solution: the state without a nation.
In a searching meditation on ways of living in modern Africa,
Célestin Monga dispels the stereotypes that cloud how
outsiders view the continent, and how Africans sometimes
view themselves. He shows how dance, music, bodily
experience, faith, and mourning reflect a nihilism that finds
meaning and joy in a life that would otherwise seem absurd.
In this brilliant look at the rise of political Islam, the
distinguished political scientist and anthropologist Mahmood
Mamdani brings his expertise and insight to bear on a
question many Americans have been asking since 9/11: how
did this happen? Mamdani dispels the idea of “good”
(secular, westernized) and “bad” (premodern, fanatical)
Muslims, pointing out that these judgments refer to political
rather than cultural or religious identities. The presumption
that there are “good” Muslims readily available to be split off
from “bad” Muslims masks a failure to make a political
analysis of our times. This book argues that political Islam
emerged as the result of a modern encounter with Western
power, and that the terrorist movement at the center of
Islamist politics is an even more recent phenomenon, one
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America’s
of proxy war after its defeat
in Vietnam. Mamdani writes with great insight about the
Reagan years, showing America’s embrace of the highly
ideological politics of “good” against “evil.” Identifying
militant nationalist governments as Soviet proxies in countries
such as Nicaragua and Afghanistan, the Reagan
administration readily backed terrorist movements, hailing
them as the “moral equivalents” of America’s Founding
Fathers. The era of proxy wars has come to an end with the
invasion of Iraq. And there, as in Vietnam, America will need
to recognize that it is not fighting terrorism but nationalism, a
battle that cannot be won by occupation. Good Muslim, Bad
Muslim is a provocative and important book that will
profoundly change our understanding both of Islamist politics
and the way America is perceived in the world today.

Few African countries provide for an explicit right to
a nationality. Laws and practices governing
citizenship leave hundreds of thousands of people in
Africa without a country to which they belong.
Statelessness and discriminatory citizenship
practices underlie and exacerbate tensions in many
regions of the continent, according to this report by
the Open Society Institute. Citizenship Law in Africa
is a comparative study by the Open Society Justice
Initiative and Africa Governance Monitoring and
Advocacy Project. It describes the often arbitrary,
discriminatory, and contradictory citizenship laws
that exist from state to state, and recommends ways
that African countries can bring their citizenship laws
in line with international legal norms. The report
covers topics such as citizenship by descent,
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citizenship by naturalization, gender discrimination in
citizenship law, dual citizenship, and the right to
identity documents and passports. It describes how
stateless Africans are systematically exposed to
human rights abuses: they can neither vote nor
stand for public office; they cannot enroll their
children in school, travel freely, or own property; they
cannot work for the government.--Publisher
description.
In this comprehensive and original study, a
distinguished specialist and scholar of African affairs
argues that the current crisis in African development
can be traced directly to European colonial rule,
which left the continent with a "singularly difficult
legacy" that is unique in modern history. Crawford
Young proposes a new conception of the state,
weighing the different characteristics of earlier
European empires (including those of Holland,
Portugal, England, and Venice) and distilling their
common qualities. He then presents a concise and
wide-ranging history of colonization in Africa, from
the era of construction through consolidation and
decolonization. Young argues that several qualities
combined to make the European colonial experience
in Africa distinctive. The high number of nations
competing for power around the continent and the
necessity to achieve effective occupation swiftly yet
make the colonies self-financing drove colonial
powers toward policies of "ruthless extractive
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action." The persistent, virulent racism that
established a distance between rulers and subjects
was especially central to African colonial history.
Young concludes by turning his sights to other
regions of the once-colonized world, comparing the
fates of former African colonies to their counterparts
elsewhere. In tracing both the overarching traits and
variations in African colonial states, he makes a
strong case that colonialism has played a critical role
in shaping the fate of this troubled continent.
Drawing on rich oral histories from over two hundred
in-depth interviews in West Africa, Europe, and
North America, Robtel Neajai Pailey examines socioeconomic change in Liberia, Africa's first black
republic, through the prism of citizenship. Marking
how historical policy changes on citizenship and
contemporary public discourse on dual citizenship
have impacted development policy and practice, she
reveals that as Liberia transformed from a country of
immigration to one of emigration, so too did the
nature of citizenship, thus influencing claims for and
against dual citizenship. In this engaging contribution
to scholarly and policy debates about citizenship as
a continuum of inclusion and exclusion, and
development as a process of both amelioration and
degeneration, Pailey develops a new model for
conceptualising citizenship within the context of
crisis-affected states. In doing so, she offers a
postcolonial critique of the neoliberal framing of
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diasporas and donors as the panacea to post-war
reconstruction.
This history of the poor of Sub-Saharan Africa
begins in the monasteries of thirteenth-century
Ethiopia and ends in the South African resettlement
sites of the 1980s. Its thesis, derived from histories
of poverty in Europe, is that most very poor Africans
have been individuals incapacitated for labour, bereft
of support, and unable to fend for themselves in a
land-rich economy. There has emerged the distinct
poverty of those excluded from access to productive
resources. Natural disaster brought widespread
destitution, but as a cause of mass mortality it was
almost eliminated in the colonial era, to return to
those areas where drought has been compounded
by administrative breakdown. Professor Iliffe
investigates what it was like to be poor, how the poor
sought to help themselves, how their counterparts in
other continents live. The poor live as people, rather
than merely parading as statistics. Famines have
alerted the world to African poverty, but the problem
itself is ancient. Its prevailing forms will not be
understood until those of earlier periods are revealed
and trends of change are identified. This is a book
for all concerned with the future of Africa, as well as
for students of poverty elsewhere.
When Britain abandoned its attempt to eradicate
difference between conqueror and conquered and
introduced a new idea of governance as the
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definition and management of difference, lines of
political identity were drawn between settler and
native, and between natives according to tribe. Out
of this colonial experience arose a language of
pluralism.
The classic work of political, economic, and historical
analysis, powerfully introduced by Angela Davis In
his short life, the Guyanese intellectual Walter
Rodney emerged as one of the leading thinkers and
activists of the anticolonial revolution, leading
movements in North America, South America, the
African continent, and the Caribbean. In each locale,
Rodney found himself a lightning rod for working
class Black Power. His deportation catalyzed 20th
century Jamaica's most significant rebellion, the
1968 Rodney riots, and his scholarship trained a
generation how to think politics at an international
scale. In 1980, shortly after founding of the Working
People's Alliance in Guyana, the 38-year-old Rodney
would be assassinated. In his magnum opus, How
Europe Underdeveloped Africa, Rodney incisively
argues that grasping "the great divergence" between
the west and the rest can only be explained as the
exploitation of the latter by the former. This
meticulously researched analysis of the abiding
repercussions of European colonialism on the
continent of Africa has not only informed decades of
scholarship and activism, it remains an
indispensable study for grasping global inequality
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