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Elizabeth The Struggle For Throne David Starkey
An upstairs/downstairs history of the British royal court, from the Middle Ages to the
reign of Queen Elizabeth II Monarchs: they're just like us. They entertain their friends
and eat and worry about money. Henry VIII tripped over his dogs. George II threw his
son out of the house. James I had to cut back on the alcohol bills. In Behind the
Throne, historian Adrian Tinniswood uncovers the reality of five centuries of life at the
English court, taking the reader on a remarkable journey from one Queen Elizabeth to
another and exploring life as it was lived by clerks and courtiers and clowns and
crowned heads: the power struggles and petty rivalries, the tension between duty and
desire, the practicalities of cooking dinner for thousands and of ensuring the king
always won when he played a game of tennis. A masterful and witty social history of
five centuries of royal life, Behind the Throne offers a grand tour of England's grandest
households.
"Superb.... A perceptive, suspenseful account." --The New York Times Book Review
"Dunn demythologizes Elizabeth and Mary. In humanizing their dynamic and shifting
relationship, Dunn describes it as fueled by both rivalry and their natural solidarity as
women in an overwhelmingly masculine world." --Boston Herald The political and
religious conflicts between Queen Elizabeth I and the doomed Mary, Queen of Scots,
have for centuries captured our imagination and inspired memorable dramas played out
on stage, screen, and in opera. But few books have brought to life more vividly the
exquisite texture of two women’s rivalry, spurred on by the ambitions and machinations
of the forceful men who surrounded them. The drama has terrific resonance even now
as women continue to struggle in their bid for executive power. Against the backdrop of
sixteenth-century England, Scotland, and France, Dunn paints portraits of a pair of
protagonists whose formidable strengths were placed in relentless opposition.
Protestant Elizabeth, the bastard daughter of Anne Boleyn, whose legitimacy had to be
vouchsafed by legal means, glowed with executive ability and a visionary energy as
bright as her red hair. Mary, the Catholic successor whom England’s rivals wished to
see on the throne, was charming, feminine, and deeply persuasive. That two such
women, queens in their own right, should have been contemporaries and neighbours
sets in motion a joint biography of rare spark and page-turning power.
Elizabeth I is perhaps England's most famous monarch. Born in 1533, the product of
the doomed marriage of Henry VIII and Anne Boleyn, Elizabeth was heir to her father's
title, then disinherited and finally imprisoned her half sister Mary. But in 1558, on Mary's
death, she ascended the throne and reigned for forty-five years. Respected by her
subjects and idolised by future generations, Gloriana's fierce devotion to her country
and its people truly make her England's fairest queen and icon. In the wake of the
Reformation Europe lay deeply divided by religion. This, the second volume of Alison
Plowden's acclaimed Elizabethan quartet, charts the dramatic and multi-faceted
struggle between Elizabeth and the Catholics of England and the rest of Europe who,
denouncing the queen as a heretic, a bastard and a usurper, threatened to overthrow
her and re-establish the supremacy of Rome in all Christendom.
Perfect for fans of The Crown, this captivating biography from a New York Times
bestselling author follows Queen Elizabeth II and her sister Margaret as they navigate
life in the royal spotlight. They were the closest of sisters and the best of friends. But
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when, in a quixotic twist of fate, their uncle Edward Vlll decided to abdicate the throne,
the dynamic between Elizabeth and Margaret was dramatically altered. Forever more
Margaret would have to curtsey to the sister she called 'Lillibet.' And bow to her wishes.
Elizabeth would always look upon her younger sister's antics with a kind of stoical
amusement, but Margaret's struggle to find a place and position inside the royal
system—and her fraught relationship with its expectations—was often a source of
tension. Famously, the Queen had to inform Margaret that the Church and government
would not countenance her marrying a divorcee, Group Captain Peter Townsend,
forcing Margaret to choose between keeping her title and royal allowances or her
divorcee lover. From the idyll of their cloistered early life, through their hidden war-time
lives, into the divergent paths they took following their father's death and Elizabeth's
ascension to the throne, this book explores their relationship over the years. Andrew
Morton's latest biography offers unique insight into these two drastically different
sisters—one resigned to duty and responsibility, the other resistant to it—and the lasting
impact they have had on the Crown, the royal family, and the ways it adapted to the
changing mores of the 20th century.
The story of Elizabeth I's inner circle and the crucial human relationships which lay at
the heart of her personal and political life. A vivid and often dramatic account, offering a
deeper insight into Elizabeth's emotional and political conduct, and challenging many
popular myths about her.
From USA Today bestselling author Elizabeth Chadwick comes a gripping, neverbefore-told, medieval battle of the sexes Matilda, daughter of Henry I, knows that there
are those who will not accept her as England's queen when her father dies. But the
men who support her rival, and cousin, Stephen do not know the iron will that drives
her. She will win her inheritance against all odds, and despite all men. Adeliza, Henry's
widowed queen and Matilda's stepmother, is now married to William D'Albini, a warrior
who is fighting to keep Matilda off the throne. But Adeliza, born with a strength that can
sustain her through heartrending pain, knows that the crown belongs to a woman this
time. Both women will stand and fight for what they know is right. But for Matilda, pride
comes before a fall. And for Adeliza, even the deepest love is no proof against fate.
Written with vivid detail and great historical accuracy, Lady of the English is a
captivating historical novel of Medieval England. Fans of Philippa Gregory, Alison Weir,
Sharon Kay Penman, and Bernard Cornwall will be spellbound by this well-crafted story
of Henry I's daughter, his widow, and their alliance and perseverance as they fight for
the rightful heir to the crown-a woman! More Medieval Historical Fiction Titles from
Elizabeth Chadwick: The Greatest Knight-the seldom told story of the Greatest Knight
of the Middle Ages The Summer Queen a novel of Eleanor of Aquitaine To Defy a Kingthe story of a noble woman in a tyrant's world What readers are saying about Lady of
the English "Great historical details and world-building combined with out-of-this-world
characterization." "Everything about this story was compelling, and though it was a long
book of 514 pages, I enjoyed every word." "I was from the start deeply immersed into
the lives and politics of the times." "As absorbing as a thriller and full of fascinating
historical detail." What reviewers are saying about Lady of the English "Lady of the
English is a riveting historical fiction novel with thrilling drama and characters that fairly
leap off of the page."-Laura's Reviews "A detailed and very readable medieval era
novel full of political intrigue and fascinating depictions of the people surrounding the
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throne of England."-Historical-Fiction.com "The story is vividly described with a depth of
historical detail that is rarely matched by other novelists in the genre."-Historical Novel
Review Blog What people are saying about bestselling author Elizabeth Chadwick "A
star back in Britain, Elizabeth Chadwick is finally getting the attention she deserves
here." USA Today "Elizabeth Chadwick is to Medieval England what Philippa Gregory
is to the Tudors and the Stuarts, and Bernard Cornwall to the Dark Ages."-Books
Monthly, UK "The best writer of medieval fiction currently around." -Historical Novels
Review "Chadwick is an icon for the historical fiction community for her ability to create
a believable and passionate story based around major events of the era."-The Burton
Review "Breathing life into historical personages is hallmark Chadwick."-RT Book
Reviews "Picking up an Elizabeth Chadwick novel is like having a Bentley draw up at
your door: you know you are in for a sumptuous ride." Daily Telegraph
No one in history had a more eventful career in matrimony than Henry VIII. His
marriages were daring and tumultuous, and made instant legends of six very different
women. In this remarkable study, David Starkey argues that the king was not a
depraved philanderer but someone seeking happiness -- and a son. Knowingly or not,
he elevateda group of women to extraordinary heights and changed the way a nation
was governed. Six Wives is a masterful work of history that intimately examines the
rituals of diplomacy, marriage, pregnancy, and religion that were part of daily life for
women at the Tudor Court. Weaving new facts and fresh interpretations into a
spellbinding account of the emotional drama surrounding Henry's six marriages, David
Starkey reveals the central role that the queens played in determining policy. With an
equally keen eye for romantic and political intrigue, he brilliantly recaptures the story of
Henry's wives and the England they ruled.
Presents a tale inspired by the story of Mary, Queen of Scots, in a work that follows the
doomed monarch's long imprisonment in the household of the Earl of Shrewsbury and
his spying wife, Bess.
Glitteringly detailed and engagingly written, the magisterial Elizabeth I brings to vivid life
the golden age of sixteenth-century England and the uniquely fascinating monarch who
presided over it. A woman of intellect and presence, Elizabeth was the object of
extravagant adoration by her contemporaries. She firmly believed in the divine
providence of her sovereignty and exercised supreme authority over the intrigue-laden
Tudor court and Elizabethan England at large. Brilliant, mercurial, seductive, and
maddening, an inspiration to artists and adventurers and the subject of vicious
speculation over her choice not to marry, Elizabeth became the most powerful ruler of
her time. Anne Somerset has immortalized her in this splendidly illuminating account.
BONUS MATERIAL: This ebook edition includes an excerpt from Anne Somerset's
Queen Anne.
In this book, we have hand-picked the most sophisticated, unanticipated, absorbing (if
not at times crackpot!), original and musing book reviews of "Elizabeth: The Struggle for
the Throne." Don't say we didn't warn you: these reviews are known to shock with their
unconventionality or intimacy. Some may be startled by their biting sincerity; others may
be spellbound by their unbridled flights of fantasy. Don't buy this book if: 1. You don't
have nerves of steel. 2. You expect to get pregnant in the next five minutes. 3. You've
heard it all.
From one of our finest historians comes an outstanding exploration of the British
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monarchy from the retreat of the Romans up until the modern day. This compendium
volume of two earlier books is fully revised and updated.
An abused child, yet confident of her destiny to reign, a woman in a man's world,
passionately sexual—though, as she maintained, a virgin—Elizabeth I is famed as
England's most successful ruler. David Starkey's brilliant new biography concentrates
on Elizabeth's formative years—from her birth in 1533 to her accession in 1558—and
shows how the experiences of danger and adventure formed her remarkable character
and shaped her opinions and beliefs. From princess and heir-apparent to bastardized
and disinherited royal, accused traitor to head of the princely household, Elizabeth
experienced every vicissitude of fortune and extreme of condition—and rose above it all
to reign during a watershed moment in history. A uniquely absorbing tale of one young
woman's turbulent, courageous, and seemingly impossible journey toward the throne,
Elizabeth is the exhilarating story of the making of a queen.
In 1464, the most eligible bachelor in England, Edward IV, stunned the nation by
revealing his secret marriage to Elizabeth Woodville, a beautiful, impoverished widow
whose father and brother Edward himself had once ridiculed as upstarts. Edward’s
controversial match brought his queen’s large family to court and into the thick of the
Wars of the Roses. This is the story of the family whose fates would be inextricably
intertwined with the fall of the Plantagenets and the rise of the Tudors: Richard, the
squire whose marriage to a duchess would one day cost him his head; Jacquetta,
mother to the queen and accused witch; Elizabeth, the commoner whose royal destiny
would cost her three of her sons; Anthony, the scholar and jouster who was one of
Richard III’s first victims; and Edward, whose military exploits would win him the
admiration of Ferdinand and Isabella.
An Elizabethan expert describes the court of Queen Elizabeth I, painting a vivid picture
of the gossip, conspiracy, intrigue and romantic dalliances that surrounded the monarch
and the daily lives of the women that attended her. 20,000 first printing.
Elizabeth I was the last English monarch truly to rule the nation; she inherited a weak
and divided kingdom yet relentlessly fashioned it into a major world power. All the
Queen's Men explores her relationships with the key men in the kingdom, central to the
success of her reign.
In a world where the flightless are ruled by those who can fly . . .
This Whitbread Award–winning biography and basis for the film Mary Queen of Scots
starring Saoirse Ronan and Margot Robbie “reads like Shakespearean drama” (The
Atlanta Journal-Constitution). “A triumph . . . A masterpiece full of fire and tragedy.”
—Amanda Foreman, author of Georgiana In the first full-scale biography of Mary Stuart
in more than thirty years, John Guy creates an intimate and absorbing portrait of one of
history’s greatest women, depicting her world and her place in the sweep of history
with stunning immediacy. Bringing together all surviving documents and uncovering a
trove of new sources for the first time, Guy dispels the popular image of Mary Queen of
Scots as a romantic leading lady—achieving her ends through feminine wiles—and
establishes her as the intellectual and political equal of Elizabeth I. Through Guy’s
pioneering research and superbly readable prose, we come to see Mary as a skillful
diplomat, maneuvering ingeniously among a dizzying array of factions that sought to
control or dethrone her. Queen of Scots is an enthralling, myth-shattering look at a
complex woman and ruler and her time. “The definitive biography . . . Gripping . . . A
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pure pleasure to read.” —The Washington Post Book World “Reads like
Shakespearean drama, with all the delicious plotting and fresh writing to go with it.”
—The Atlanta Journal-Constitution
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER Perhaps the most influential sovereign England has
ever known, Queen Elizabeth I remained an extremely private person throughout her
reign, keeping her own counsel and sharing secrets with no one--not even her closest,
most trusted advisers. Now, in this brilliantly researched, fascinating new book,
acclaimed biographer Alison Weir shares provocative new interpretations and fresh
insights on this enigmatic figure. Against a lavish backdrop of pageantry and passion,
intrigue and war, Weir dispels the myths surrounding Elizabeth I and examines the
contradictions of her character. Elizabeth I loved the Earl of Leicester, but did she
conspire to murder his wife? She called herself the Virgin Queen, but how chaste was
she through dozens of liaisons? She never married—was her choice to remain single
tied to the chilling fate of her mother, Anne Boleyn? An enthralling epic that is also an
amazingly intimate portrait, The Life of Elizabeth I is a mesmerizing, stunning reading
experience.
“Fascinating . . . Alison Weir does full justice to the subject.”—The Philadelphia Inquirer
At his death in 1547, King Henry VIII left four heirs to the English throne: his only son,
the nine-year-old Prince Edward; the Lady Mary, the adult daughter of his first wife
Katherine of Aragon; the Lady Elizabeth, the teenage daughter of his second wife Anne
Boleyn; and his young great-niece, the Lady Jane Grey. In this riveting account Alison
Weir paints a unique portrait of these extraordinary rulers, examining their intricate
relationships to each other and to history. She traces the tumult that followed Henry's
death, from the brief intrigue-filled reigns of the boy king Edward VI and the fragile Lady
Jane Grey, to the savagery of "Bloody Mary," and finally the accession of the politically
adroit Elizabeth I. As always, Weir offers a fresh perspective on a period that has
spawned many of the most enduring myths in English history, combining the best of the
historian's and the biographer's art. “Like anthropology, history and biography can
demonstrate unfamiliar ways of feeling and being. Alison Weir's sympathetic collective
biography, The Children of Henry VIII does just that, reminding us that human nature
has changed--and for the better. . . . Weir imparts movement and coherence while recreating the suspense her characters endured and the suffering they inflicted.”—The
New York Times Book Review
Karen Harper’s crowd-pleasing Elizabeth I Mystery series, hailed as “extraordinary” by
the Los Angeles Times, continues with this marvelous, majestic novel. The Queene’s
Cure transports us into the shadowy world of sixteenth-century medicine, as an
enlightened young queen seeks the cures that could heal a realm and transform a
land.... In late summer of 1562, within a bedchamber at Whitehall Palace, Elizabeth
Tudor prays for the recovery of the delirious, fever-racked friend who has served her for
twenty-six of her twenty-nine years. Ten days later, with loyal, handsome Lord Robert
Dudley by her side, the queen leads her retinue to London’s Royal College of
Physicians to enlist two learned doctors in the raging battle against disease and
pestilence. She knows she has no trusted allies in Peter Pascal and John Caius, ardent
Papist sympathizers with long-standing grievances against the Tudors. Yet even the
stalwart queen is shaken when a frighteningly lifelike effigy of herself ravaged by pox
turns up in her royal coach. Elizabeth’s fear that the counterfeit corpse is a harbinger of
Page 5/9

Where To Download Elizabeth The Struggle For Throne David Starkey
impending tragedy comes to fruition when ever more terrifying transgressions penetrate
the very heart of her royal precincts. With the help of her Privy Plot Council and an
intriguing healer whose curative arts are at odds with the dangerous Royal College,
Elizabeth resolves to unmask a murderer who wears a false face and is beset by the
vilest humours of the soul. But when she herself falls ill, an entire realm is caught in the
grip of a treasonous conspiracy to take a queen’s life and throne. Peopled by a rich
cast of fascinating figures from the swirling mists of history, The Queene’s Cure brings
a vibrant, violent age unforgettably to life. Racing to a chilling climax where ordinary
men play God and where Elizabeth Tudor could meet the same fate as her mother,
Anne Boleyn, this is a gripping and captivating story of an indomitable young
monarch...fighting for her life, her realm, and her rightful crown.
A tribute to the life and enduring reign of Elizabeth II draws on numerous interviews and
previously undisclosed documents to juxtapose the queen's public and private lives,
providing coverage of such topics as her teen romance with Philip, her contributions
during World War II and the scandals that have challenged her family. (This book was
previously listed in Forecast.)
In the wake of King Henry VIII's death, England's throne is left in a precarious state-as
is the peculiar relationship between his two daughters. Mary, the elder, once treasured,
had been declared a bastard in favor of her flame-haired half-sister, Elizabeth, born of
the doomed Anne Boleyn. Yet the bond between the sisters was palpable from the
start. Now reinstated, Mary eventually assumes her place as queen. But as Mary's
religious zeal evolves into a reign of terror, young Elizabeth gains the people's favor.
Gripped by a tormenting paranoia, Mary is soon convinced that her beloved Elizabeth is
in fact her worst enemy. And the virginal Elizabeth, whose true love is her country, must
defy her tyrannical sister to make way for a new era. . . A brilliant portrait of the rule of
"Bloody Mary" and her intricate relationship with Elizabeth I, the adored "Virgin Queen,"
here is a riveting tale of one family's sordid and extraordinary chapter in the pages of
history. Praise for Brandy Purdy and The Boleyn Wife "Recommended for readers who
can't get enough of the Tudors and have devoured all of Philippa Gregory's books."
--Library Journal
Daughter of Henry VIII, half-sister to the future Elizabeth I, the turbulent life of the first
woman to rule England and the cruel fate of those who opposed her iron will.
The New York Times bestseller from Margaret George—a captivating novel about
history's most enthralling queen, the legendary Elizabeth I. England’s greatest
monarch has baffled and intrigued the world for centuries. But what was the Virgin
Queen really like? Lettice Knollys—Elizabeth's flame-haired, look-alike coussin—thinks
she knows all too well. Elizabeth’s rival for the love of Robert Dudley, Earl of Leicester,
and mother to the Earl of Essex, Lettice has been intertwined with Elizabeth since
childhood. This is a story of two women of fierce intellect and desire, one trying to
protect her country and throne, the other trying to regain power and position for her
family. Their rivalry, and its ensuing drama, soon involves everyone close to Elizabeth,
from the famed courtiers who enriched the crown to the legendary poets and
playwrights who paid homage to it with their works. Filled with intimate portraits of the
personalities who made the Elizabethan age great—Shakespeare, Marlowe, Dudley,
Raleigh, Drake—Elizabeth I provides an unforgettable glimpse of a woman who
considered herself married to her people. A queen who ruled as much from the heart as
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from the head.
The author of Herodotus chronicles the dramatic collapse of the late Alexander the Great's
empire, providing coverage of the unsuccessful attempted reigns of his developmentally
disabled brother and posthumously born son, the infighting that caused his generals to turn
against one another and the ensuing war that set the stage for modern conflicts.
Imprisonment. Betrayal. Lost love. Murder. What more must a princess endure? Elizabeth
Tudor's teenage and young adult years during the turbulent reigns of Edward and then Mary
Tudor are hardly those of a fairy-tale princess. Her mother has been beheaded by Elizabeth's
own father, Henry VIII; her jealous half sister, Mary, has her locked away in the Tower of
London; and her only love interest betrays her in his own quest for the throne. Told in the voice
of the young Elizabeth and ending when she is crowned queen, this second novel in the
exciting series explores the relationship between two sisters who became mortal enemies.
Carolyn Meyer has written an intriguing historical tale that reveals the deep-seated rivalry
between a determined girl who became one of England's most powerful monarchs and the
sister who tried everything to stop her.
Dubbed the "pirate queen" by the Vatican and Spain's Philip II, Elizabeth I was feared and
admired by her enemies. Extravagant, whimsical, and hot-tempered, Elizabeth was the
epitome of power. Her visionary accomplishments were made possible by her daring
merchants, gifted rapscallion adventurers, astronomer philosophers, and her stalwart Privy
Council, including Sir William Cecil, Sir Francis Walsingham, and Sir Nicholas Bacon. All these
men contributed their vast genius, power, greed, and expertise to the advancement of
England. In The Pirate Queen, historian Susan Ronald offers a fresh look at Elizabeth I,
focusing on her uncanny instinct for financial survival and the superior intellect that propelled
and sustained her rise. The foundation of Elizabeth's empire was built on a carefully
choreographed strategy whereby piracy transformed England from an impoverished state on
the fringes of Europe into the first building block of an empire that covered two-fifths of the
world. Based on a wealth of historical sources and thousands of personal letters between
Elizabeth and her merchant adventurers, advisers, and royal "cousins," The Pirate Queen tells
the thrilling story of Elizabeth and the swashbuckling mariners who terrorized the seas, planted
the seedlings of an empire, and amassed great wealth for themselves and the Crown.
In the third of the "Women Who Were Kings" series, we follow the life of one of England's most
celebrated monarchs--Queen Elizabeth 1. From her difficult early childhood to her struggle to
ascend to the throne, her remarkable reign nonetheless laid the foundations for the later British
Empire, even as it came at great personal cost. What were her small moments of triumph, and
private moments of despair? What is her story?
Family trees are best viewed on a tablet. A brilliant history of the succession of James I of
England, and the shifting power and lethal politics that brought him to the throne.
“Helen Castor has an exhilarating narrative gift. . . . Readers will love this book, finding it
wholly absorbing and rewarding.” —Hilary Mantel, Booker Prize-winning author of Wolf Hall In
the tradition of Antonia Fraser, David Starkey, and Alison Weir, prize-winning historian Helen
Castor delivers a compelling, eye-opening examination of women and power in England,
witnessed through the lives of six women who exercised power against all odds—and one who
never got the chance. Exploring the narratives of the Empress Matilda, Eleanor of Aquitaine,
Isabella of France, Margaret of Anjou, and other “she-wolves,” as well as that of the Nine
Days' Queen, Lady Jane Grey, Castor invokes a magisterial discussion of how much—and how
little—has changed through the centuries.
In 2019, the Queen finally appears to be at ease in the modern world, helped by the new
generation of Windsors, while – ironically – the campaign for Brexit encourages in the British
people a backward yearning for a glorious age that never really existed. But here, through
Clive Irving’s unique insight, we find a more fragile institution, whose extraordinarily dutiful
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matriarch has managed to persevere by making a Faustian pact with the media. From the
‘annus horribilis’ that was 1992, the Queen’s reputation, and thus that of the monarchy, has
staged a remarkable recovery and arguably stands at an all-time high. The Last Queen is not a
conventional biography. It follows Elizabeth and her family’s struggle to survive in the face of
unprecedented changes in attitudes towards the royal family with the critical eye of an
investigative reporter who is present and involved.
By concentrating on the early years from Elizabeth's birth in 1533 to her accession in 1558, this
book shows how her experiences of danger and adventure formed her remarkable character
and shaped her opinions and beliefs. --from publisher description.
"Built from the skulls of fallen generals and demon princes, the Skull Throne of Krasia is a seat
of honor and powerful magic that keeps the demon corelings at bay. Now it stands empty.
From atop it, Ahmann Jardir was meant to conquer the known world, forging a unified army to
end the demon war once and for all. Arlen Bales, the Warded Man, stood against this course,
challenging Jardir to a duel to the death. Rather than risk defeat, Arlen cast Jardir and himself
from a precipice, opening a struggle for succession that threatens to tear the Free Cities of
Thesa apart"--Back cover.
A Guardian best history book of 2016 Eccentric, shy aristocrat … or mad, bad and dangerous to
know? Neighbour Jane Austen found the 3rd earl of Portsmouth a model gentleman and Lord
Byron maintained that, while the man was a fool, he was certainly no madman. Behind closed
doors, though, Portsmouth delighted in pinching his servants so that they screamed, asked
dairy-maids to bleed him with lancets and was obsessed with attending funerals. After he’d
lived this way for years, in 1823 his own family set out to have him declared insane. Still reeling
from the madness of King George, society could not tear itself away from what would become
the longest, costliest and most controversial insanity trial in British history.
In this text, David Starkey examines the personalities and politics of Henry VIII in Great Britain
during the years 1509-1547.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • “Leanda de Lisle brings the story of nine days’ queen
Lady Jane Grey and her forgotten sisters, the rivals of Elizabeth I, to vivid life in her fascinating
biography.”—Philippa Gregory Mary, Katherine, and Jane Grey–sisters whose mere existence
nearly toppled a kingdom and altered a nation’s destiny–are the captivating subjects of
Leanda de Lisle’s new book. The Sisters Who Would Be Queen breathes fresh life into these
three young women, who were victimized in the notoriously vicious Tudor power struggle and
whose heirs would otherwise probably be ruling England today. Born into aristocracy, the Grey
sisters were the great-granddaughters of Henry VII, grandnieces to Henry VIII, legitimate
successors to the English throne, and rivals to Henry VIII’s daughters, Mary and Elizabeth.
Lady Jane, the eldest, was thrust center stage by greedy men and uncompromising religious
politics when she briefly succeeded Henry’s son, the young Edward I. Dubbed “the Nine Days
Queen” after her short, tragic reign from the Tower of London, Jane has over the centuries
earned a special place in the affections of the English people as a “queen with a public heart.”
But as de Lisle reveals, Jane was actually more rebel than victim, more leader than pawn, and
Mary and Katherine Grey found that they would have to tread carefully in order to avoid
sharing their elder sister’s violent fate. Navigating the politics of the Tudor court after Jane’ s
death was a precarious challenge. Katherine Grey, who sought to live a stable life, earned the
trust of Mary I, only to risk her future with a love marriage that threatened Queen Elizabeth’s
throne. Mary Grey, considered too petite and plain to be significant, looked for her own escape
from the burden of her royal blood–an impossible task after she followed her heart and also
incurred the queen’s envy, fear, and wrath. Exploding the many myths of Lady Jane Grey’s
life, unearthing the details of Katherine’s and Mary’s dramatic stories, and casting new light
on Elizabeth’s reign, Leanda de Lisle gives voice and resonance to the lives of the Greys and
offers perspective on their place in history and on a time when a royal marriage could gain a
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woman a kingdom or cost her everything.
A richly textured history of the troubled end of the Elizabethan age chronicles the reign of
James, the son of Mary Queen of Scots, who united the kingdoms of England and Scotland
under a single crown, documenting the contentious and controversial birth of the Stuart
dynasty. Reprint. 15,000 first printing.
Sovereign Power. Eternal Pleasure. Revealed at last in this new vampire saga for the ages:
the true, untold story of the “Virgin Queen” and her secret war against the Vampire King of
England. . . . On the eve of her coronation, Elizabeth Tudor is summoned to the tomb of her
mother, Anne Boleyn, to learn the truth about her bloodline—and her destiny as a Slayer. Born
to battle the bloodsucking fiends who ravage the night, and sworn to defend her beloved realm
against all enemies, Elizabeth soon finds herself stalked by the most dangerous and seductive
vampire of all. He is Mordred, bastard son of King Arthur, who sold his soul to destroy his
father. After centuries in hiding, he has arisen determined to claim the young Elizabeth as his
Queen. Luring her into his world of eternal night, Mordred tempts Elizabeth with the promise of
everlasting youth and beauty, and vows to protect her from all enemies. Together, they will rule
over a golden age for vampires in which humans will exist only to be fed upon. Horrified by his
intentions, Elizabeth embraces her powers as a Slayer even as she realizes that the greatest
danger comes from her own secret desire to yield to Mordred . . . to bare her throat in ecstasy
and allow the vampire king to drink deeply of her royal blood. As told by Lucy Weston, the
vampire prey immortalized in Bram Stoker’s Dracula, this spellbinding account will capture
your heart and soul—forever.
The second book in the Falconer trilogy is packed with surprises and suspense. Aileana
Cameron, the Falconer, disappeared through the portal that she was trying to close forever.
Now she wakes up in the fae world, trapped and tortured by the evil Lonnrach. With the help of
an unexpected ally, Aileana re-enters the human world, only to find everything irrevocably
changed. Edinburgh has been destroyed, and the few human survivors are living in an uneasy
truce with the fae, while both worlds are in danger of disappearing altogether. Aileana holds
the key to saving both worlds, but in order to do so she must awaken her latent Falconer
powers. And the price of doing that might be her life. Rich with imaginative detail, action, fae
lore, and romance, The Vanishing Throne is a thrilling sequel to The Falconer.
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