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False Dawn The Delusions Of Global Capitalism
Glossy television images of happy, industrious, and increasingly prosperous
workers show a bright view of life in twenty-first-century China. But behind the
officially approved story is a different reality. Preparing this book Gerard Lemos
asked hundreds of Chinese men and women living in Chongqing, an industrial
mega-city, about their wishes and fears. The lives they describe expose the myth
of China's harmonious society. Hundreds of millions of everyday people in China
are beleaguered by immense social and health problems as well as personal,
family, and financial anxieties--while they watch their communities and traditions
being destroyed.Lemos investigates a China beyond the foreigners' beaten track.
This is a revealing account of the thoughts and feelings of Chinese people
regarding all facets of their lives, from education to health care, unemployment to
old age, politics to wealth. Taken together, the stories of these men and women
bring to light a broken society, one whose people are frustrated, angry, sad, and
often fearful about the circumstances of their lives. The author considers the
implications of these findings and analyzes how China's community and social
problems threaten the ambitious nation's hopes for a prosperous and cohesive
future. Lemos explains why protests will continue and a divided and self-serving
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leadership will not make people's dreams come true.
NATIONAL BESTSELLER • WINNER OF THE PULITZER PRIZE • A searing,
post-apocalyptic novel about a father and son's fight to survive, this "tale of
survival and the miracle of goodness only adds to McCarthy's stature as a living
master. It's gripping, frightening and, ultimately, beautiful" (San Francisco
Chronicle). A father and his son walk alone through burned America. Nothing
moves in the ravaged landscape save the ash on the wind. It is cold enough to
crack stones, and when the snow falls it is gray. The sky is dark. Their
destination is the coast, although they don't know what, if anything, awaits them
there. They have nothing; just a pistol to defend themselves against the lawless
bands that stalk the road, the clothes they are wearing, a cart of scavenged
food—and each other. The Road is the profoundly moving story of a journey. It
boldly imagines a future in which no hope remains, but in which the father and his
son, "each the other's world entire," are sustained by love. Awesome in the
totality of its vision, it is an unflinching meditation on the worst and the best that
we are capable of: ultimate destructiveness, desperate tenacity, and the
tenderness that keeps two people alive in the face of total devastation.
Riddle me this: Fly into my web said the spider to the fly. There I will hypnotize,
mesmerize, and suck you dry. Dont live with hate or call it fate or try to escape.
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Do not anguish and moan or beg and plead as you bleed. Dont try to barter and
trade to make your day or be afraid just to lighten your load; let it flow and dont
be sad, for now youre dead. Deaths are intertwined one with the other; the dead
we see drop like fleas in windy fall, but ours, our own, are ruined worlds. A global
collapse of the do-re-mi alas ends it all. Befall or fail us, we will prevail.
A great philosopher will change the way you think about your life. For most of
human history, religion provided a clear explanation of life and death. But in the
late 19th and early 20th centuries new ideas — from psychiatry to evolution to
Communist — seemed to suggest that our fate was now in our own hands. We
would ourselves become God. This is the theme of a remarkable new book by
one of the world's greatest lving philosophers. It is a brilliant and frightening look
at the problems and opportunities of a world coming to grips with humankind's
now solitary, unaided place in the universe. Gray takes two major examples: the
belief that the science-backed Communism of the new USSR could reshape the
planet, and the belief among a group of Edwardian intellectuals — popularized
through mediums and automatic writing — that there was a non-religious form of
life after death. Gray presents an extraordinary cast of philosophers, journalists,
politicians, charlatans and mass murderers, all of whom felt driven by a
specifically scientific and modern world view. He raises a host of fascinating
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questions about what it means to be human. The implications of Gray's book will
haunt its readers for the rest of their lives.
Using the frameworks of systems theory, modernization, and the world system,
New Age Globalization presents a composite multilevel, multidirectional picture of
globalization informed by eight different but interdependent subsystems.
A sophisticated investigation into the persistence of myth in the modern world
draws on a wide range of memoirs, poems, fiction and philosophy to explore how
the human imagination is compelled by hardship into worlds beyond real
experience. By the author of Straw Dogs.
From the author of Straw Dogs, John Gray's Gray's Anatomy is a pugnacious
and brilliantly readable collection of essays from across his career. Why is
progress a pernicious myth? Why do beliefs that humanity can be improved end
in farce or horror? Is atheism a hangover from Christian faith? John Gray, one of
the most iconoclastic thinkers of our time, smashes through civilization's most
cherished beliefs, overturning our view of the world, and our place in it. 'The most
prescient of British public intellectuals' Pankaj Mishra, Financial Times 'Gray has
consistently anticipated the shape of things to come ... he teaches us that true
humanism is to be found in uncertainty and doubt' Will Self 'Gray's dissection of
modern delusion, cant and wishful thinking is to be welcomed in this moment of
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convulsion ... This is a book to learn from and argue with' Ben Wilson, Literary
Review 'A thoroughly enjoyable book ... These essays cover a remarkable range
of topics, from Isaiah Berlin to Damien Hirst, from torture to environmentalism.
But their unifying theme is that our naïve belief in the idea of progress has turned
modern life into a constant round of shadow-boxing' David Runciman, Observer
'Demolishes the theory that we have reached the "end of history", the dogmas of
secular liberalism, the weaknesses of financial casino capitalism and the limits of
energy-intensive economic growth' Economist John Gray is most recently the
acclaimed author of Straw Dogs: Thoughts on Humans and Other Animals,
Heresies: Against Progress and Other Illusions, Al Qaeda and What It Means To
Be Modern and Black Mass: Apocalyptic Religion and the Death of Utopia. He is
Emeritus Professor of European Thought at the University of London.
In the midst of the current financial crisis, John Gray revisits his brilliant polemic
against the forces of global capitalism and deregulation. Written over ten years
ago, False Dawn is a remarkably prescient book, sharply criticizing the greed and
unsustainable economic practices which have proved to be the seeds of a
worldwide recession. In a substantial new chapter, Gray considers how the
economic landscape has shifted in a decade, and asks the crucial question:
where do we go from here?
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The history of science abounds with momentous theories that disrupted
conventional wisdom and yet were eventually proven true. Ajit Varki and Danny
Brower's "Mind over Reality" theory is poised to be one such idea-a concept that
runs counter to commonly-held notions about human evolution but that may hold
the key to understanding why humans evolved as we did, leaving all other related
species far behind. At a chance meeting in 2005, Brower, a geneticist, posed an
unusual idea to Varki that he believed could explain the origins of human
uniqueness among the world's species: Why is there no humanlike elephant or
humanlike dolphin, despite millions of years of evolutionary opportunity? Why is it
that humans alone can understand the minds of others? Haunted by their
encounter, Varki tried years later to contact Brower only to discover that he had
died unexpectedly. Inspired by an incomplete manuscript Brower left behind,
Denial presents a radical new theory on the origins of our species. It was not, the
authors argue, a biological leap that set humanity apart from other species, but a
psychological one: namely, the uniquely human ability to deny reality in the face
of inarguable evidence-including the willful ignorance of our own inevitable
deaths. The awareness of our own mortality could have caused anxieties that
resulted in our avoiding the risks of competing to procreate-an evolutionary deadend. Humans therefore needed to evolve a mechanism for overcoming this
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hurdle: the denial of reality. As a consequence of this evolutionary quirk we now
deny any aspects of reality that are not to our liking-we smoke cigarettes, eat
unhealthy foods, and avoid exercise, knowing these habits are a prescription for
an early death. And so what has worked to establish our species could be our
undoing if we continue to deny the consequences of unrealistic approaches to
everything from personal health to financial risk-taking to climate change. On the
other hand reality-denial affords us many valuable attributes, such as optimism,
confidence, and courage in the face of long odds. Presented in homage to
Brower's original thinking, Denial offers a powerful warning about the dangers
inherent in our remarkable ability to ignore reality-a gift that will either lead to our
downfall, or continue to be our greatest asset.
In this critical introduction to the works and ideas of Isaiah Berlin, the author pays
special attention to Berlin's political thinking, but brings out the connections
between it and Berlin's other themes and preoccupations, particularly those
which find expression in Berlin's books of essays in the history of ideas (notable
among such volumes is The Crooked Timber of Humanity).
For the decade that followed the end of the cold war, the world was lulled into a
sense that a consumerist, globalized, peaceful future beckoned. The beginning of
the twenty-first century has rudely disposed of such ideas—most obviously
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through 9/11and its aftermath. But just as damaging has been the rise in the
West of a belief that a single model of political behavior will become a worldwide
norm and that, if necessary, it will be enforced at gunpoint. In Black Mass,
celebrated philosopher and critic John Gray explains how utopian ideals have
taken on a dangerous significance in the hands of right-wing conservatives and
religious zealots. He charts the history of utopianism, from the Reformation
through the French Revolution and into the present. And most urgently, he
describes how utopian politics have moved from the extremes of the political
spectrum into mainstream politics, dominating the administrations of both George
W. Bush and Tony Blair, and indeed coming to define the political center. Far
from having shaken off discredited ideology, Gray suggests, we are more than
ever in its clutches. Black Mass is a truly frightening and challenging work by one
of Britain's leading political thinkers.
By the author of the best-selling Straw Dogs, this book is a characteristically
trenchant and unflinchingly clear-sighted collection of reflections on our
contemporary lot. Whether writing about the future of our species on this planet,
the folly of our faith in technological progress, or the self-deceptions of the liberal
establishment, John Gray dares to be heretical like few other thinkers today.
False DawnThe Delusions of Global Capitalism (Large Print
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Cora is a slave on a cotton plantation in Georgia. When Caesar, a recent arrival
from Virginia, tells her about the Underground Railroad, they decide to take a
terrifying risk and escape. Though they manage to find a station and head north,
they are being hunted. Their first stop is South Carolina, in a city that initially
seems like a haven. But the city's placid surface masks an insidious scheme
designed for its black denizens. And even worse: Ridgeway, the relentless slave
catcher, is close on their heels.
Much right-wing political effort has gone into creating an image of the US
government as a "vampire", sucking the lifeblood from the economy. Americans
have been told that if they want a healthy economy, they have to tighten their
belts, save more, and eliminate the federal budget deficit by drastically
downsizing the government. This work argues that these claims derive their
persuasiveness not from good economics but from popular allegories and
metaphors that have shaped public understanding for generations.
John Gray is the bestselling author of such books as Straw Dogs and Al Qaeda
and What it Means to be Modern which brought a mainstream readership to a
man who was already one of the UK's most well respected thinkers and political
theorists. Gray wrote Enlightenment’s Wake in 1995 – six years after the fall of
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the Berlin Wall and six years before the terrorist attacks on the World Trade
Center. Turning his back on neoliberalism at exactly the moment that its
advocates were in their pomp, trumpeting 'the end of history' and the supposedly
unstoppable spread of liberal values across the globe, Gray’s was a lone voice
of scepticism. The thinking he criticised here would lead ultimately to the invasion
of Iraq. Today, its folly might seem obvious to all, but as this edition of
Enlightenment’s Wake shows, John Gray has been trying to warn us for some
fifteen years – the rest of us are only now catching up with him.
The study reported in this volume grew out of some theoretical work, one phase of
which bore specifically on the behavior of individuals in social movements that made
specific (and unfulfilled) prophecies. We had been forced to depend chiefly on historical
records to judge the adequacy of our theoretical ideas until we by chance discovered
the social movement that we report in this book. At the time we learned of it, the
movement was in mid-career but the prophecy about which it was centered had not yet
been disconfirmed. We were understandably eager to undertake a study that could test
our theoretical ideas under natural conditions. That we were able to do this study was in
great measure due to the support obtained through the Laboratory for Research in
Social Relations of the University of Minnesota. This study is a project of the Laboratory
and was carried out while we were all members of its staff. We should also like to
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acknowledge the help we received through a grant-in-aid from the Ford Foundation to
one of the authors, a grant that made preliminary exploration of the field situation
possible.
At the heart of every well-developed political theory in the Western tradition is the
concept of liberty or freedom. In this authoritative and comprehensive collection of
essays, leading contemporary philosophers explore these conceptions from the time of
the ancient Greeks to the present day. They examine and interpret the views of
Hobbes, Spinoza, Locke, Rousseau, Kant, Fichte, Hegel, J.S. Mill, Marx, T.H. Green,
Hayek, Oakeshott, Arendt, Rawls, Habermas, and Sir Isaiah Berlin. Animating the
discussion throughout is Berlin's distinction between "negative" and "positive" liberty.
This systematic historical appraisal is conducted by a number of eminent thinkers in the
field of political philosophy. Altogether, these essays constitute an account of a key
topic which students across a wide range of disciplines - including the political and
social sciences, alongside philosophy itself - will find of importance.
In this Hugo Award–winning alternative history classic—the basis for the Amazon
Original series—the United States lost World War II and was subsequently divided
between the Germans in the East and the Japanese in the West. It’s America in 1962.
Slavery is legal once again. The few Jews who still survive hide under assumed names.
In this world, we meet characters like Frank Frink, a dealer of counterfeit Americana
who is himself hiding his Jewish ancestry; Nobusuke Tagomi, the Japanese trade
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minister in San Francisco, unsure of his standing within the bureaucracy and Japan's
with Germany; and Juliana Frink, Frank's ex-wife, who may be more important than she
realizes. These seemingly disparate characters gradually realize their connections to
each other just as they realize that something is not quite right about their world. And it
seems as though the answers might lie with Hawthorne Abendsen, a mysterious and
reclusive author, whose best-selling novel describes a world in which the US won the
War... The Man in the High Castle is Dick at his best, giving readers a harrowing vision
of the world that almost was. “The single most resonant and carefully imagined book of
Dick’s career.” —New York Times
The most powerful force in the world economy today is the redefinition of the
relationship between state and marketplace - a process that goes by the name of
privatization though this term is inadequate to express its far-reaching changes. We are
moving from an era in which governments sought to seize and control the 'commanding
heights' of the economy to an era in which the idea of free markets is capturing the
commanding heights of world economic thinking. Basic views of how society ought to
be organized are undergoing rapid change, trillions of dollars are changing hands and
so is fundamental political power. Great new wealth is being created - as are huge
opportunities and huge risks. Taking a worldwide perspective, including Britain, where
the process began with Mrs Thatcher, Europe and the former USSR, China, Latin
America and the US, THE COMMANDING HEIGHTS shows how a revolution in ideas
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is transforming the world economy - why it is happening, how it can go wrong and what
it will mean for the global economy going into the twenty-first century.
Compared with that of humans, the life of the marionette looks more like an enviable
state of freedom In his brilliantly enjoyable and freewheeling new book, John Gray
draws together the religious, philosophic, and fantastical traditions that question the
very idea of human freedom. We flatter ourselves about the nature of free will and yet
the most enormous forces—logical, physical, metaphysical—constrain our every action.
Many writers and intellectuals have always understood this, but instead of embracing
our condition we battle against it, with everyone from world conquerors to modern
scientists dreaming of a "human dominion" almost comically at odds with our true state.
Filled with wonderful examples and drawing on the widest possible reading (from the
Gnostics to Philip K. Dick), The Soul of the Marionette is a stimulating and engaging
meditation on everything from cybernetics to the fairground marionettes of the title.
Since the publication in 1986 of the first edition of Liberalism, both the world and the
author's views have changed significantly. In this new edition, John Gray argues that
whereas liberalism was the political theory of modernity, it is ill equipped to cope with
the dilemmas of the postmodern condition.
Like its widely praised predecessor False Dawn, Two Faces of Liberalism, hailed by the
Los Angeles Times as ''elegant and powerful, '' offers a thoughtful and provocative
analysis of the liberal tradition in politics. John Gray, an eminent professor at the
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London School of Economics, ''picks large and interesting topics and says arresting
things about them, '' according to the New York Review of Books. Two Faces of
Liberalism argues that, in its beginning, liberalism contained two contradictory
philosophies of tolerance. In one, it put forward the enlightenment vision of a universal
civilization. In the other, it framed terms for peaceful coexistence between warring
communities and between different ways of life. In this major contribution to political
theory, Gray''s new book ''takes us beyond the current debate''(The New York Times
Book Review) of traditional liberalism to keep up with the complex political realities of
today''s increasingly divided world.
“One of the most profound and illuminating studies of this century to have been
published in recent decades.”—John Gray, New York Times Book Review Hailed as “a
magisterial critique of top-down social planning” by the New York Times, this essential
work analyzes disasters from Russia to Tanzania to uncover why states so often
fail—sometimes catastrophically—in grand efforts to engineer their society or their
environment, and uncovers the conditions common to all such planning disasters.
“Beautifully written, this book calls into sharp relief the nature of the world we now
inhabit.”—New Yorker “A tour de force.”— Charles Tilly, Columbia University
Half of this new, post-Cold War world is intent on building a better Lexus, on streamlining their
societies and economies for the global marketplace, while the other half is locked in elemental
struggles over who owns which olive tree, which strip of land.
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The author of Straw Dogs, famous for his provocative critiques of scientific hubris and the
delusions of progress and humanism, turns his attention to cats—and what they reveal about
humans' torturous relationship to the world and to themselves. The history of philosophy has
been a predictably tragic or comical succession of palliatives for human disquiet. Thinkers from
Spinoza to Berdyaev have pursued the perennial questions of how to be happy, how to be
good, how to be loved, and how to live in a world of change and loss. But perhaps we can
learn more from cats--the animal that has most captured our imagination--than from the great
thinkers of the world. In Feline Philosophy, the philosopher John Gray discovers in cats a way
of living that is unburdened by anxiety and self-consciousness, showing how they embody
answers to the big questions of love and attachment, mortality, morality, and the Self:
Montaigne's house cat, whose un-examined life may have been the one worth living; Meo, the
Vietnam War survivor with an unshakable capacity for "fearless joy"; and Colette's Saha, the
feline heroine of her subversive short story "The Cat", a parable about the pitfalls of human
jealousy. Exploring the nature of cats, and what we can learn from it, Gray offers a profound,
thought-provoking meditation on the follies of human exceptionalism and our fundamentally
vulnerable and lonely condition. He charts a path toward a life without illusions and delusions,
revealing how we can endure both crisis and transformation, and adapt to a changed scene, as
cats have always done.
Presents a controversial history of violence which argues that today's world is the most
peaceful time in human existence, drawing on psychological insights into intrinsic values that
are causing people to condemn violence as an acceptable measure.
A prescient warning of a future we now inhabit, where fake news stories and Internet
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conspiracy theories play to a disaffected American populace “A glorious book . . . A spirited
defense of science . . . From the first page to the last, this book is a manifesto for clear
thought.”—Los Angeles Times How can we make intelligent decisions about our increasingly
technology-driven lives if we don’t understand the difference between the myths of
pseudoscience and the testable hypotheses of science? Pulitzer Prize-winning author and
distinguished astronomer Carl Sagan argues that scientific thinking is critical not only to the
pursuit of truth but to the very well-being of our democratic institutions. Casting a wide net
through history and culture, Sagan examines and authoritatively debunks such celebrated
fallacies of the past as witchcraft, faith healing, demons, and UFOs. And yet, disturbingly, in
today's so-called information age, pseudoscience is burgeoning with stories of alien abduction,
channeling past lives, and communal hallucinations commanding growing attention and
respect. As Sagan demonstrates with lucid eloquence, the siren song of unreason is not just a
cultural wrong turn but a dangerous plunge into darkness that threatens our most basic
freedoms. Praise for The Demon-Haunted World “Powerful . . . A stirring defense of informed
rationality. . . Rich in surprising information and beautiful writing.”—The Washington Post Book
World “Compelling.”—USA Today “A clear vision of what good science means and why it
makes a difference. . . . A testimonial to the power of science and a warning of the dangers of
unrestrained credulity.”—The Sciences “Passionate.”—San Francisco Examiner-Chronicle
This reader combines, in a single volume, the key writings of classical and contemporary
thinkers on political economy, providing both a theoretical approach to understanding
capitalism and a survey of the varieties of capitalism around the world today.
Combines true case stories with the latest research in a tour of the delusion-afflicted human
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mind to explore how it reflects neuroscience, biology and culture, tracing the sources of
paranoia and psychosis to faulty interactions between the brain and the social world. 35,000
first printing.
Today we have greater wealth, health, opportunity, and choice than at any time in history. Yet
a chorus of intellectuals and politicians laments our current condition -- as slaves to
technology, coarsened by popular culture, and insecure in the face of economic change. The
future, they tell us, is dangerously out of control, and unless we precisely govern the forces of
change, we risk disaster. In The Future and Its Enemies, Virginia Postrel explodes the myths
behind these claims. Using examples that range from medicine to fashion, she explores how
progress truly occurs and demonstrates that human betterment depends not on conformity to
one central vision but on creativity and decentralized, open-ended trial and error. She argues
that these two opposing world-views -- "stasis" vs. "dynamism" -- are replacing "left" and "right"
to define our cultural and political debate as we enter the next century. In this bold exploration
of how civilizations learn, Postrel heralds a fundamental shift in the way we view politics,
culture, technology, and society as we face an unknown -- and invigorating -- future.
A new edition of this important work of Nietzsche's 'mature' philosophy.

A professor of economics and a conservative political thinker suggests that imposing
the American-style free market on the world is a recipe for disaster and reverses his
position on the conservative agenda
Literary heavyweight Jack London has written an introduction to this collection of written
works that advocate for social protest. The anthology was compiled by Upton Sinclair,
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who was a lifelong activist and social reformer.?
The British bestseller Straw Dogs is an exciting, radical work of philosophy, which sets
out to challenge our most cherished assumptions about what it means to be human.
From Plato to Christianity, from the Enlightenment to Nietzsche and Marx, the Western
tradition has been based on arrogant and erroneous beliefs about human beings and
their place in the world. Philosophies such as liberalism and Marxism think of
humankind as a species whose destiny is to transcend natural limits and conquer the
Earth. John Gray argues that this belief in human difference is a dangerous illusion and
explores how the world and human life look once humanism has been finally
abandoned. The result is an exhilarating, sometimes disturbing book that leads the
reader to question our deepest-held beliefs. Will Self, in the New Statesman, called
Straw Dogs his book of the year: "I read it once, I read it twice and took notes . . . I
thought it that good." "Nothing will get you thinking as much as this brilliant book"
(Sunday Telegraph).
A NATIONAL BESTSELLER * A NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW EDITORS’
CHOICE "An invigorating work, deadly precise in its skewering of people, places and
things . . . Stylish, despairing and very funny, Fake Accounts . . . adroitly maps the
dwindling gap between the individual and the world." —Katie Kitamura, The New York
Times Book Review A woman in a tailspin discovers that her boyfriend is an
anonymous online conspiracy theorist in this “absolutely brilliant take on the bizarre
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and despicable ways the internet has warped our perception of reality” (Elle, One of the
Most Anticipated Books of the Year). On the eve of Donald Trump's inauguration, a
young woman snoops through her boyfriend's phone and makes a startling discovery:
he's an anonymous internet conspiracy theorist, and a popular one at that. Already
fluent in internet fakery, irony, and outrage, she's not exactly shocked by the revelation.
Actually, she's relieved--he was always a little distant--and she plots to end their
floundering relationship while on a trip to the Women's March in DC. But this is only the
first in a series of bizarre twists that expose a world whose truths are shaped by online
lies. Suddenly left with no reason to stay in New York and increasingly alienated from
her friends and colleagues, our unnamed narrator flees to Berlin, embarking on her own
cycles of manipulation in the deceptive spaces of her daily life, from dating apps to
expat meetups, open-plan offices to bureaucratic waiting rooms. She begins to think
she can't trust anyone--shouldn't the feeling be mutual? Narrated with seductive
confidence and subversive wit, Fake Accounts challenges the way current
conversations about the self and community, delusions and gaslighting, and fiction and
reality play out in the internet age.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • “From The New Yorker’s beloved cultural critic
comes a bold, unflinching collection of essays about self-deception, examining
everything from scammer culture to reality television.”—Esquire Book Club Pick for Now
Read This, from PBS NewsHour and The New York Times • “A whip-smart,
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challenging book.”—Zadie Smith • “Jia Tolentino could be the Joan Didion of our
time.”—Vulture FINALIST FOR THE NATIONAL BOOK CRITICS CIRCLE’S JOHN
LEONARD PRIZE FOR BEST FIRST BOOK • NAMED ONE OF THE TEN BEST
BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY THE NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY AND HARVARD
CRIMSON AND ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The New York Times
Book Review • Time • Chicago Tribune • The Washington Post • NPR • Variety •
Esquire • Vox • Elle • Glamour • GQ • Good Housekeeping • The Paris Review •
Paste • Town & Country • BookPage • Kirkus Reviews • BookRiot • Shelf Awareness
Jia Tolentino is a peerless voice of her generation, tackling the conflicts, contradictions,
and sea changes that define us and our time. Now, in this dazzling collection of nine
entirely original essays, written with a rare combination of give and sharpness, wit and
fearlessness, she delves into the forces that warp our vision, demonstrating an
unparalleled stylistic potency and critical dexterity. Trick Mirror is an enlightening,
unforgettable trip through the river of self-delusion that surges just beneath the surface
of our lives. This is a book about the incentives that shape us, and about how hard it is
to see ourselves clearly through a culture that revolves around the self. In each essay,
Tolentino writes about a cultural prism: the rise of the nightmare social internet; the
advent of scamming as the definitive millennial ethos; the literary heroine’s journey
from brave to blank to bitter; the punitive dream of optimization, which insists that
everything, including our bodies, should become more efficient and beautiful until we
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die. Gleaming with Tolentino’s sense of humor and capacity to elucidate the impossibly
complex in an instant, and marked by her desire to treat the reader with profound
honesty, Trick Mirror is an instant classic of the worst decade yet. FINALIST FOR THE
PEN/DIAMONSTEIN-SPIELVOGEL AWARD FOR THE ART OF THE ESSAY
Liberalisms, a work first published in 1989, provides a coherent and comprehensive
analytical guide to liberal thinking over the past century and considers the dominance of
liberal thought in Anglo-American political philosophy over the past 20 years. John Gray
assesses the work of all the major liberal political philosophers including J. S. Mill,
Herbert Spencer, Karl Popper, F. A Hayek, John Rawls and Robert Nozick, and
explores their mutual connections and differences.
'The suicide warriors who attacked Washington and New York on September 11th,
2001, did more than kill thousands of civilians and demolish the World Trade Center.
They destroyed the West's ruling myth.' So John Gray begins this short, powerful book
on the belief that has dominated our minds for a century and a half - the idea that we
are all, more or less, becoming modern and that as we become modern we will become
more alike, and at the same time more familiar and more reasonable. Nothing could be
further from the truth, Gray argues. Al Qaeda is a product of modernity and of
globalisation, and it will not be the last group to use the products of the modern world in
its own monstrous way. Gray pulls up by the roots the myth that the human condition
can be remade by science and progress or political engineering. He describes with
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mordant irony the rise of Positivists, the strange sect that put science and technology at
the centre of the cult and developed a religion of humanity. Through their influence on
economists, politicians and biologists, they still powerfully affect the way we think. Gray
looks at the various attempts to remake humanity, from the Bolshevik and Nazi
disasters to the utopian experiments of modern radical Islam and the dreams of the
prophets of globalisation. And he gives a scathing account of the real sources of conflict
in the world, of American power and its illusions, and of the ways in which cultures will
resist the reshaping we might wish on them.
powerful and prophetic challenge to globalization from a former partisan of the New
Right. Hailed by Kirkus Reviews as both ''a convincing analysis of an international
economy '' and a ''powerful challenge to economic orthodoxy, '' False Dawn shows that
the attempt to impose the Anglo-American-style free market on the world will create a
disaster, possibly on the scale of Soviet communism. Even America, the supposed
flagship of the new civilization, risks moral and social disintegration as it loses ground to
other cultures that have never forgotten that the market works best when it is
embedded in society. John Gray, well known in the 1980s as an important conservative
political thinker, whose writings were relied upon by Margaret Thatcher and the New
Right in Britain, has concluded that the conservative agenda is no longer viable. In his
examination of the ripple effects of the economic turmoil in Russia and Asia on our
collective future, Gray provides one of the most passionate polemics against the utopia
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