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Finding George Orwell In Burma Emma Larkin
For nearly two decades Western governments and a growing activist community
have been frustrated in their attempts to bring about a freer and more democratic
Burma—through sanctions and tourist boycotts—only to see an apparent slide
toward even harsher dictatorship. But what do we really know about Burma and
its history? And what can Burma's past tell us about the present and even its
future? In The River of Lost Footsteps, Thant Myint-U tells the story of modern
Burma, in part through a telling of his own family's history, in an interwoven
narrative that is by turns lyrical, dramatic, and appalling. His maternal
grandfather, U Thant, rose from being the schoolmaster of a small town in the
Irrawaddy Delta to become the UN secretary-general in the 1960s. And on his
father's side, the author is descended from a long line of courtiers who served at
Burma's Court of Ava for nearly two centuries. Through their stories and others,
he portrays Burma's rise and decline in the modern world, from the time of
Portuguese pirates and renegade Mughal princes through the decades of British
colonialism, the devastation of World War II, and a sixty-year civil war that
continues today and is the longest-running war anywhere in the world. The River
of Lost Footsteps is a work both personal and global, a distinctive contribution
that makes Burma accessible and enthralling.
Beautifully written and taking us into an exotic land, Karen Connelly’s debut
novel The Lizard Cage is a celebration of the resilience of the human spirit. Teza
once electrified the people of Burma with his protest songs against the
dictatorship. Arrested by the Burmese secret police in the days of mass protest,
he is seven years into a twenty-year sentence in solitary confinement. Cut off
from his family and contact with other prisoners, he applies his acute intelligence,
Buddhist patience, and humor to find meaning in the interminable days, and
searches for news in every being and object that is grudgingly allowed into his
cell. Despite his isolation, Teza has a profound influence on the people around
him. His very existence challenges the brutal authority of the jailers, and his
steadfast spirit inspires radical change. Even when Teza’s criminal server tries to
compromise the singer for his own gain, Teza befriends him and risks falling into
the trap of forbidden conversation, food, and the most dangerous contraband of
all: paper and pen. Yet, it is through Teza’s relationship with Little Brother, a
twelve-year-old orphan who’s grown up inside the walls, that we ultimately come
to understand the importance of hope and human connection in the midst of
injustice and violence. Teza and the boy are prisoners of different orders: only
one of them dreams of escape and only one of them will achieve it—their
extraordinary friendship frees both of them in utterly surprising ways.
George Orwell set out ‘to make political writing into an art’, and to a wide extent
this aim shaped the future of English literature – his descriptions of authoritarian
regimes helped to form a new vocabulary that is fundamental to understanding
totalitarianism. While 1984 and Animal Farm are amongst the most popular
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classic novels in the English language, this new series of Orwell’s essays seeks
to bring a wider selection of his writing on politics and literature to a new
readership. In Why I Write, the first in the Orwell’s Essays series, Orwell
describes his journey to becoming a writer, and his movement from writing
poems to short stories to the essays, fiction and non-fiction we remember him for.
He also discusses what he sees as the ‘four great motives for writing’ – ‘sheer
egoism’, ‘aesthetic enthusiasm’, ‘historical impulse’ and ‘political purpose’ –
and considers the importance of keeping these in balance. Why I Write is a
unique opportunity to look into Orwell’s mind, and it grants the reader an entirely
different vantage point from which to consider the rest of the great writer’s
oeuvre. 'A writer who can – and must – be rediscovered with every age.' — Irish
Times
Burma, where George Orwell worked as an officer in the Imperial police force, is
currently ruled by one of the oldest and most brutal military dictatorships in the
world. Emma Larkin presents a side to the country that the regime does not want
revealed: a hidden world that can be found only in whispered conversations,
covered books and the potent rumours wafting like vapours through the country's
teashops. Starting in the former royal city of Mandalay, she travelled through the
moody delta regions on the edge of the Bay of Bengal, to the mildewed
splendour of the old port town Moulmein, and ending her journey in the
mountains of the far north, in the forgotten town Orwell used as the setting for
Burmese Days. Visiting the places where Orwell lived and meeting the people
who live there today, Emma Larkin gives a vivid and moving portrait of a people
for whom reading is resistance.
A natural disaster, a human tragedy and a close-up view of the clash between an
isolationist regime and an often ignorant outside world.
An incisive, unprecedented report on life inside Burma from the author of Finding
George Orwell in Burma On May 2, 2008, an enormous tropical cyclone made
landfall in Burma, wreaking untold havoc and killing more than 138,000 people. In
No Bad News for the King, Emma Larkin, a Westerner who has been traveling to
and secretly reporting on Burma for years, uses her extraordinary access and
intimate understanding of the Burmese people to deliver a beautifully written and
stunningly reported story that has never been told before. Chronicling the tragedy
that unfolded in the chaotic days and months that followed the storm, she also
examines the secretive politics of Burma's military dictatorship, a regime that
relies on vicious military force and a bizarre combination of religion and
mysticism to rule the country.
From childhood, Ma Thida dreamed of helping others?caring for the sick, sharing
information despite censorship, and standing up for people's rights. To stand
against the oppression that had been stifling Myanmar's progress for decades,
she joined Aung San Suu Kyi and the many other activists in the National League
for Democracy, campaigning steadfastly despite intimidation, harassment, and
worse. Because of her efforts, the regime sent her to Insein Prison, where she
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faced serious illness and bleak conditions. However, it was in fighting the
obstacles of her imprisonment and following the Buddha's teachings that Ma
Thida found what it means to be truly free. In this memoir, readers join Ma Thida
on her path through captivity and witness one remarkable woman's courageous
quest for truth and dignity.
The secrets hidden in an overgrown plot of land in the centre of Bangkok reveal
the politics, society and culture of contemporary Thailand; in an authentic and
luminous debut novel for readers of Jennifer Egan and Jonathan Coe.
Award-winning journalist and former State Department speechwriter Rena Pederson brings to
light fresh details about the charismatic Nobel Peace Prize winner Aung San Suu Kyi: the
inspiration for Burma’s (now Myanmar) first steps towards democracy. Suu Kyi's party will be
a major contender in the 2015 elections, a revolutionary breakthrough after years of military
dictatorship. Using exclusive interviews with Suu Kyi since her release from fifteen years of
house arrest, as well as recently disclosed diplomatic cables, Pederson uncovers new facets to
Suu Kyi’s extraordinary story.The Burma Spring will also surprise readers by revealing the
extraordinary steps taken by First Lady Laura Bush to help Suu Kyi, and also how former
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton injected new momentum into Burma’s democratic rebirth.
Pederson provides a never before seen view of the harrowing hardships the people of Burma
have endured and the fiery political atmosphere in which Suu Kyi’s has fought a life-and-death
struggle for liberty in this fascinating part of the world.
An A-Level drop-out graduates from evicting immigrants during the heyday of the inner-city
slum landlords in the 1960s to stripping redundant churches during the early 1970s, before
moving to northern Sweden equipped only with the proceeds of selling stolen property and
some hashish. He finds new sources of hashish even in Sweden but eventually the money
runs out, and he returns to London: only to discover it is even worse than when he left. Eric
Naiman, a Professor of Russian and Comparative Literature at Berkeley, in a six-page attack
on A.D.Harvey's multitudinous literary crimes in THE TIMES LITERARY SUPPLEMENT in
2013, described Harvey's account of drug-taking and other shenanigans in London and the
Swedish Arctic as "barely readable," but perhaps that was because he hadn't actually read it.
Another of A.D.Harvey's novels, WARRIORS OF THE RAINBOW was described by THE
GUARDIAN as "weirdly compelling" and by THE INDEPENDENT as "free-flowing and
poetic...unforgettable."
Humanitas is the result of a five-year photographic adventure. During this time, Fredric Roberts
traveled extensively throughout Asia, from India to Cambodia, Bhutan to Thailand, Myanmar to
China, some areas that were recently in the news after being ravaged by the tsunami. While
this collection of images preceded the disaster and was only coincidentally released in its
wake, it became a timely tribute to these people. Cicero coined the term humanitas (literally,
GÇ£human natureGÇ¥) to describe the development of human virtue in all its forms, denoting
fortitude, judgment, prudence, eloquence, and even love of honor — which contrasts with our
contemporary connotation of humanity (understanding, benevolence, compassion, mercy). The
Latin term is certainly a fitting title as we are struck not with pity for his subjectsGÇÖ poverty,
but with respect and awe for their individual fortitude and eloquence: each photograph tells us
a compelling story. From a touching portrait of a mother and child to isolated monks at prayer,
RobertsGÇÖs fifty-five photographs introduce us to a wide array of fascinating individuals.
With an introduction by Arthur Ollman, Director of the Museum of Photographic Arts, and an
afterword by Dennis High, Executive Director/Curator, Center for Photographic Art, Humanitas
captures the spirit and the beauty of each subject and will be a sheer delight to any lover of
photography or travel.
Based on his experiences as a policeman in Burma, George Orwell's first novel is set during
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the end days of British colonialism, when Burma is ruled from Delhi as part of British India.
"Like an urban Dian Fossey, Wednesday Martin decodes the primate social behaviors of Upper
East Side mothers in a brilliantly original and witty memoir about her adventures assimilating
into that most secretive and elite tribe. After marrying a man from the Upper East Side and
moving to the neighborhood, Wednesday Martin struggled to fit in. Drawing on her background
in anthropology and primatology, she tried looking at her new world through that lens, and
suddenly things fell into place. She understood the other mothers' snobbiness at school dropoff when she compared them to olive baboons. Her obsessional quest for a Hermes Birkin
handbag made sense when she realized other females wielded them to establish dominance in
their troop. And so she analyzed tribal migration patterns; display rituals; physical adornment,
mutilation, and mating practices; extra-pair copulation; and more. Her conclusions are smart,
thought-provoking, and hilariously unexpected. Every city has its Upper East Side, and in
Wednesday's memoir, readers everywhere will recognize the strange cultural codes of
powerful social hierarchies and the compelling desire to climb them. They will also see that
Upper East Side mothers want the same things for their children that all mothers want--safety,
happiness, and success--and not even sky-high penthouses and chauffeured SUVs can
protect this ecologically released tribe from the universal experiences of anxiety and loss.
When Wednesday's life turns upside down, she learns how deep the bonds of female
friendship really are. Intelligent, funny, and heartfelt, Primates of Park Avenue lifts a veil on a
secret, elite world within a world--the exotic, fascinating, and strangely familiar culture of
privileged Manhattan motherhood"-Describes a city of the mind--Hav, a dying city with a fashionable old Russian colony, home to
the troglodytic Kretevs, the site of the astonishing Roof Race, and the haven of literary visitors
from Marco Polo to Freud
A Pail of Oysters tells the moving story of nineteen-year-old villager Li Liu and his quest to
recover his family's stolen kitchen god. Li Liu's fate becomes entwined with that of an American
journalist who investigates the situation beyond the propaganda, learns of a massacre, and is
drawn into the world of the Formosan underground.
"A passionate, important study of the current affairs of a volatile region."-- Kirkus Reviews
starred review The rise of Hong Kong is the story of a miraculous post-War boom, when
Chinese refugees flocked to a small British colony, and, in less than fifty years, transformed it
into one of the great financial centers of the world. The unraveling of Hong Kong, on the other
hand, shatters the grand illusion of China ever having the intention of allowing democratic
norms to take root inside its borders. Hong Kong's people were subjects of the British Empire
for more than a hundred years, and now seem destined to remain the subordinates of today's
greatest rising power. But although we are witnessing the death of Hong Kong as we know it,
this is also the story of the biggest challenge to China's authoritarianism in 30 years. Activists
who are passionately committed to defending the special qualities of a home they love are
fighting against Beijing's crafty efforts to bring the city into its fold--of making it a centerpiece of
its "Greater Bay Area" megalopolis. Jeffrey Wasserstrom, one of America's leading China
specialists, draws on his many visits to the city, and knowledge of the history of repression and
resistance, to help us understand the deep roots and the broad significance of the events we
see unfolding day by day in Hong Kong. The result is a riveting tale of tragedy but also
heroism--one of the great David-versus-Goliath battles of our time, pitting determined street
protesters against the intransigence of Xi Jinping, the most ambitious leader of China since the
days of Mao.
A brave and revelatory reconnaissance of modern Burma using the life and work of George
Orwell as its compass.
The massacre on October 6, 1976, in Bangkok was brutal and violent, its savagery
unprecedented in modern Thai history. Four decades later there has been no investigation into
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the atrocity; information remains limited, the truth unknown. There has been no collective
coming to terms with what happened or who is responsible. Thai society still refuses to
confront this dark page in its history. Moments of Silence focuses on the silence that surrounds
the October 6 massacre. Silence, the book argues, is not forgetting. Rather it signals an
inability to forget or remember—or to articulate a socially meaningful memory. It is the
“unforgetting,” the liminal domain between remembering and forgetting. Historian Thongchai
Winichakul, a participant in the events of that day, gives the silence both a voice and a history
by highlighting the factors that contributed to the unforgetting amidst changing memories of the
massacre over the decades that followed. They include shifting political conditions and context,
the influence of Buddhism, the royal-nationalist narrative of history, the role played by the
monarchy as moral authority and arbiter of justice, and a widespread perception that the truth
might have devastating ramifications for Thai society. The unforgetting impacted both victims
and perpetrators in different ways. It produced a collective false memory of an incident that
never took place, but it also produced silence that is filled with hope and counter-history.
Moments of Silence tells the story of a tragedy in Thailand—its victims and survivors—and how
Thai people coped when closure was unavailable in the wake of atrocity. But it also illuminates
the unforgetting as a phenomenon common to other times and places where authoritarian
governments flourish, where atrocities go unexamined, and where censorship (imposed or selfdirected) limits public discourse. The tensions inherent in the author’s dual role offer a riveting
story, as well as a rare and intriguing perspective. Most of all, this provocative book makes
clear the need to provide a place for past wrongs in the public memory.
The acclaimed author of The Great Railway Bazaar retraces his legendary journey through
Europe and Asia in this “funny, informative and lyrical” travelogue (The Guardian, UK). Paul
Theroux virtually invented the modern travel narrative by recounting his 25,000-mile journey by
train through eastern Europe, central Asia, the Indian subcontinent, China, Japan, and Siberia.
Three decades later, the world he recorded in The Great Railway Bazaar has undergone
phenomenal change. The Soviet Union has collapsed and China has risen; India booms while
Burma smothers under dictatorship; Vietnam flourishes in the aftermath of the havoc America
was unleashing on it the last time Theroux passed through. Now Theroux returns to capture
the texture, sights, smells, and sounds of this new landscape. Theroux’s odyssey takes him
from eastern Europe, still hung-over from communism. He experiences a tense but thriving
Turkey, and a Georgia limping back toward feudalism while its neighbor Azerbaijan revels in oilfueled capitalism. Through it all, Theroux travels as the locals do—by train, bus, taxi, and foot;
he encounters fellow writers, including Orhan Pamuk, Haruki Murakami, and Arthur C. Clarke;
and, as always, his omnivorous curiosity and unerring eye for detail capture it all.
In 2010, the tectonic plates beneath the junta-controlled Myanmar started to shift. As the
military regime began to loosen its reigns on power it auctioned off 80% of the country's stateowned assets and earmarked hundreds of buildings in downtown Yangon for demolition and
redevelopment. This opaque but surely profitable fire sale would profoundly reshape the
country's economic landscape and the lives of those who had long called the former colonial
capital of Yangon home.Elizabeth Rush, a westerner who has been reporting on South East
Asia for years, made good use of strange days just before Myanmar's awakening to venture
into the lost world of downtown Yangon, but it was not the large edifices of Empire that
attracted her attention. Rather, she focused on the shop houses and private residences that
line the alleyways and it is here, in these forgotten and secluded spaces, that the city's real
secrets have been kept. After all, it was not – in the bad old days of the Burmese regime – just
those who were overtly political who had to succumb to the silence. In a world where anyone
accused or perceived of being on the wrong side of the regime could end up in prison with no
legal recourse, people turned inwards by necessity. Only behind closed doors was it safe to
indulge in private obsessions and the day-to-day worries of making ends meet. Still Lifes from
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a Vanishing City celebrates and preserves the interior lives diligently maintained despite the
dictatorship's powerfully effacing reach.
Twelve American tourists join an art expedition that begins in the Himalayan foothills of Chinadubbed the true Shangri-La and head south into the jungles of Burma. But after the mysterious
death of theirtour leader, the carefully laid plans fall apart, and disharmony breaks out among
the pleasure-seekers as they come to discover that the Burma Road is paved with less-thanhonorable intentions, questionable food, and tribal curses. And then, on Christmas morning,
eleven of the travelers boat across a misty lake for a sunrise cruise and disappear.
A deeply reported account of life inside Burma in the months following the disastrous Cyclone
Nargis and an analysis of the brutal totalitarian regime that clings to power in the devastated
nation.
Coming Up for Air is the seventh book by English writer George Orwell, published in June 1939
by Victor Gollancz. It was written between 1938 and 1939 while Orwell spent time recuperating
from illness in French Morocco, mainly in Marrakesh. George Orwell's paean to the end of an
idyllic era in British history, Coming Up for Air is a poignant account of one man's attempt to
recapture childhood innocence as war looms on the horizon. George Bowling, forty-five,
mortgaged, married with children, is an insurance salesman with an expanding waistline, a
new set of false teeth - and a desperate desire to escape his dreary life. He fears modern
times - since, in 1939, the Second World War is imminent - foreseeing food queues, soldiers,
secret police and tyranny.
“Craig wields powerful and vivid prose to illuminate a country and a family trapped not only by
war and revolution, but also by desire and loss.” —Viet Thanh Nguyen, Pulitzer Prize–winning
author Miss Burma tells the story of modern-day Burma through the eyes of Benny and Khin,
husband and wife, and their daughter Louisa. After attending school in Calcutta, Benny settles
in Rangoon, then part of the British Empire, and falls in love with Khin, a woman who is part of
a long-persecuted ethnic minority group, the Karen. World War II comes to Southeast Asia,
and Benny and Khin must go into hiding in the eastern part of the country during the Japanese
occupation, beginning a journey that will lead them to change the country’s history. Years
later, Benny and Khin’s eldest child, Louisa, has a danger-filled, tempestuous childhood and
reaches prominence as Burma’s first beauty queen soon before the country falls to
dictatorship. As Louisa navigates her newfound fame, she is forced to reckon with her family’s
past, the West’s ongoing covert dealings in her country, and her own loyalty to the cause of
the Karen people. Based on the story of the author’s mother and grandparents, Miss Burma is
a captivating portrait of how modern Burma came to be and of the ordinary people swept up in
the struggle for self-determination and freedom. “At once beautiful and heartbreaking . . . An
incredible family saga.” —Refinery29 “Miss Burma charts both a political history and a deeply
personal one—and of those incendiary moments when private and public motivations overlap.”
—Los Angeles Times
In his attitude toward religion, George Orwell has been characterised in various terms: as an
agnostic, humanist, secular saint or even Christian atheist. Drawing on the full range of his
public and private writings - from major works such as Keep the Aspidistra Flying, 1984 and
Down and Out in Paris and London to his shorter journalism and private letters and journals George Orwell and Religion is a major reassessment of Orwell's life-long engagement with
religion. Exploring Orwell's life and work, Michael Brennan illuminates for the first time how this
profound engagement with religion informed the intensely humanitarian spirit of his writings.
Please note that due to the limitations of some ereading devices, it was not possible to
represent diacritical marks in this title. The highly anticipated novel from the bestselling author
of ‘The Joy Luck Club’ and ‘The Bonesetter’s Daughter’.
"Rich and compelling. . .Lynskey’s account of the reach of 1984 is revelatory.” --George
Packer, The Atlantic An authoritative, wide-ranging, and incredibly timely history of 1984--its
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literary sources, its composition by Orwell, its deep and lasting effect on the Cold War, and its
vast influence throughout world culture at every level, from high to pop. 1984 isn't just a novel;
it's a key to understanding the modern world. George Orwell's final work is a treasure chest of
ideas and memes--Big Brother, the Thought Police, Doublethink, Newspeak, 2+2=5--that gain
potency with every year. Particularly in 2016, when the election of Donald Trump made it a
bestseller ("Ministry of Alternative Facts," anyone?). Its influence has morphed endlessly into
novels (The Handmaid's Tale), films (Brazil), television shows (V for Vendetta), rock albums
(Diamond Dogs), commercials (Apple), even reality TV (Big Brother). The Ministry of Truth is
the first book that fully examines the epochal and cultural event that is 1984 in all its aspects:
its roots in the utopian and dystopian literature that preceded it; the personal experiences in
wartime Great Britain that Orwell drew on as he struggled to finish his masterpiece in his dying
days; and the political and cultural phenomena that the novel ignited at once upon publication
and that far from subsiding, have only grown over the decades. It explains how fiction history
informs fiction and how fiction explains history.
George Orwell's 'Big Brother' is alive and well in Burma; to many Burmese, Orwell is known as
'The Prophet'. In this book, Emmar Larkin journeys into the Orwellian land created by Burma's
ruling generals, and presents a side to the country that the military government does not want
revealed.
Drawing on the collected works of the visionary writer, as well as interviews with family and
friends and unpublished materials in the Orwell Archive, the author paints a vivid portrait of the
writer who penned, 1984 and other modern classics. Reprint.
A Vietnamese son's account of his father's experiences in three wars remembers how his
former wealthy landowner family was shattered by the French occupation of Indochina, the
Japanese invasion during World War II, and the Vietnam War. Reprint.
Brian takes refuge in a down-and-out used book store after robbing a savings and loan.
A fascinating political travelogue that traces the life and work of George Orwell, author of 1984
and ANIMAL FARM, in Southeast Asia Over the years the American writer Emma Larkin has
spent traveling in Burma, also known as Myanmar, she's come to know all too well the many
ways this brutal police state can be described as "Orwellian." The life of the mind exists in a
state of siege in Burma, and it long has. But Burma's connection to George Orwell is not
merely metaphorical; it is much deeper and more real. Orwell's mother was born in Burma, at
the height of the British raj, and Orwell was fundamentally shaped by his experiences in Burma
as a young man working for the British Imperial Police. When Orwell died, the novel-inprogress on his desk was set in Burma. It is the place George Orwell's work holds in Burma
today, however, that most struck Emma Larkin. She was frequently told by Burmese
acquaintances that Orwell did not write one book about their country - his first novel, Burmese
Days - but in fact he wrote three, the "trilogy" that included Animal Farm and Nineteen EightyFour. When Larkin quietly asked one Burmese intellectual if he knew the work of George
Orwell, he stared blankly for a moment and then said, "Ah, you mean the prophet!" In one of
the most intrepid political travelogues in recent memory, Emma Larkin tells of the year she
spent traveling through Burma using the life and work of George Orwell as her compass. Going
from Mandalay and Rangoon to poor delta backwaters and up to the old hill-station towns in
the mountains of Burma's far north, Larkin visits the places where Orwell worked and lived, and
the places his books live still. She brings to vivid life a country and a people cut off from the
rest of the world, and from one another, by the ruling military junta and its vast network of spies
and informers. Using Orwell enables her to show, effortlessly, the weight of the colonial
experience on Burma today, the ghosts of which are invisible and everywhere. More important,
she finds that the path she charts leads her to the people who have found ways to somehow
resist the soul-crushing effects of life in this most cruel police state. And George Orwell's moral
clarity, hatred of injustice, and keen powers of observation serve as the author's compass in
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another sense too: they are qualities she shares and they suffuse her book - the keenest and
finest reckoning with life in this police state that has yet been written.

A portrait of the Burmese activist minister and non-violence advocate describes the
factors that contributed to her house arrest in 1989, her work to promote nonaggressive civil resistance, and her receipt of the Nobel Peace Prize in 1991.
How did one of the world’s "buzzy hotspots" (Fodor’s 2013) become one of the top ten
places to avoid (Fodor’s 2018)? Precariously positioned between China and India,
Burma’s population has suffered dictatorship, natural disaster, and the dark legacies of
colonial rule. But when decades of military dictatorship finally ended and internationally
beloved Nobel laureate Aung San Suu Kyi emerged from long years of house arrest,
hopes soared. World leaders such as Barack Obama ushered in waves of international
support. Progress seemed inevitable. As historian, former diplomat, and presidential
advisor, Thant Myint-U saw the cracks forming. In this insider’s diagnosis of a country
at a breaking point, he dissects how a singularly predatory economic system, fast-rising
inequality, disintegrating state institutions, the impact of new social media, the rise of
China next door, climate change, and deep-seated feelings around race, religion, and
national identity all came together to challenge the incipient democracy. Interracial
violence soared and a horrific exodus of hundreds of thousands of Rohingya refugees
fixed international attention. Myint-U explains how and why this happened, and details
an unsettling prognosis for the future. Burma is today a fragile stage for nearly all the
world’s problems. Are democracy and an economy that genuinely serves all its people
possible in Burma? In clear and urgent prose, Myint-U explores this question—a concern
not just for the Burmese but for the rest of the world—warning of the possible collapse of
this nation of 55 million while suggesting a fresh agenda for change.
There have been many studies of George Orwell, but nothing quite like this book by
Alex Woloch—an exuberant, revisionary account of Orwell’s radical writing. Bearing
down on the propulsive irony and formal restlessness intertwined with his plain-style,
Woloch offers a new understanding of Orwell and a new way of thinking about writing
and politics.
Eight years after the first edition of this insightful and highly regarded book, Burma
remains one of the most troubled nations in Southeast Asia. While other countries have
democratized and prospered, Burma is governed by a repressive military dictatorship
and is the second largest producer of heroin in the world. In this exceptionally readable
yet scholarly account of Burma today, Christina Fink gives a moving and insightful
picture of what life under military rule is like. Through the extensive interviews
conducted inside and outside the country, we begin to understand Burma's political and
domestic situation and a comprehensive understanding of why military rule has lasted
so long. This significantly revised new edition includes material taking the reader up to
present day action and accounts, including the impacts of the dramatic 2007 monks'
demonstrations, which were coordinated with former student activists and members of
Aung San Suu Kyi's party. The book explores the regime's continued attempts to
weaken and divide the democratic movement and the ethnic nationalist organizations
and explains how the democratic movement and ethnic groups have sought to achieve
their goals; in part, by working more closely together.
Spanning the colonial, independence, and dictatorship periods in Burma (Myanmar), A
Burmese Heart is a gripping personal account of one woman and her family who lived
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through the making and unmaking of their country's turbulent history. Tinsa Maw-Naing
is born into privilege as the daughter of a wealthy barrister and his wife in Rangoon
(Yangon), and she is forewarned at birth that she is destined to live a life of extremes.
She is introduced to chaos at an early age when her father, Dr. Ba Maw, becomes
Prime Minister and initiates the independence movement with likeminded nationalists
during the fall of the colonial era. Forced to confront war and mortality during her
childhood, Tinsa's fate and mettle are tested amidst unparalleled destruction. Tinsa
marries Bo Yan Naing, one of the famed Thirty Comrades who were the nucleus of the
modern military, and becomes one of the first female English Literature university
lecturers during Burma's gilded age of democracy. Her bliss is short-lived when a
military dictatorship takes power in 1962, and her husband ignites a pro-democracy
insurgency on the Thai-Burma border. In May 1966, soldiers ransack Tinsa's home and
she is taken to the notorious Ye Kyi Aing Prison in the outskirts of Rangoon (Yangon),
where she is imprisoned for years as punishment for her husband's insurrection. Her
family and friends languish in secret detention centers as the first political detainees of
that era, silent witnesses to the rise of a new regime. A Burmese Heart is an engrossing
account of surviving history as told through the eyes of one woman. It is also the story
of a country and its people - revolutionaries, intellectuals, martyrs, innocent bystanders
- who are perpetually caught in the violent cycles of politics, a history silenced until now.
The Glass Palace Begins With The Shattering Of The Kingdom Of Burma, And Tells
The Story Of A People, A Fortune, And A Family And Its Fate. It Traces The Life Of
Rajkumar, A Poor Indian Boy, Who Is Lifted On The Tides Of Political And Social
Turmoil To Build An Empire In The Burmese Teak Forest. When British Soldiers Force
The Royal Family Out Of The Glass Palace, During The Invasion Of 1885, He Falls In
Love With Dolly, An Attendant At The Palace. Years Later, Unable To Forget Her,
Rajkumar Goes In Search Of His Love. Through This Brilliant And Impassioned Story
Of Love And War, Amitav Ghosh Presents A Ruthless Appraisal Of The Horrors Of
Colonialism And Capitalist Exploitation. Click Here To Visit The Amitav Ghosh Website
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