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From critically acclaimed author Brian McLaren comes a brilliant retelling of the biblical story
and a thrilling reintroduction to Christian faith. This book offers everything you need to explore
what a difference an honest, living, growing faith can make in our world today. It also puts tools
in your hands to create a life-changing learning community in any home, restaurant, or other
welcoming space. The fifty-two (plus a few) weekly readings can each be read aloud in 10 to
12 minutes and offer a simple curriculum of insightful reflections and transformative practices.
Organized around the traditional church year, these readings give an overview of the whole
Bible and guide an individual or a group of friends through a year of rich study, interactive
learning, and personal growth. Perfect for home churches, congregations, classes, or
individual study, each reading invites you to Cultivate an honest, intelligent understanding of
the Bible and of Christian faith in 21st century Engage with discussion questions designed to
challenge, stimulate, and encourage Reimagine what it means to live joyfully and responsibly
in today's world as agents of God's justice, creativity, and peace If you're seeking a fresh way
to experience and practice your faith, if you're a long-term Christian seeking new vitality, or if
you feel out of place in traditional church circles, this book will inspire and activate you in your
spiritual journey.
The Christian story, from Genesis until now, is fundamentally about people on the
move—outgrowing old, broken religious systems and embracing new, more redemptive ways of
life. It’s time to move again. Brian McLaren, a leading voice in contemporary religion, argues
that— notwithstanding the dire headlines about the demise of faith and drop in church
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attendance—Christian faith is not dying. Rather, it is embarking on a once-in-an-era spiritual
shift. For millions, the journey has already begun. Drawing from his work as global activist,
pastor, and public theologian, McLaren challenges readers to stop worrying, waiting, and
indulging in nostalgia, and instead, to embrace the powerful new understandings that are
reshaping the church. In The Great Spiritual Migration, he explores three profound shifts that
define the change: ? Spiritually, growing numbers of Christians are moving away from defining
themselves by lists of beliefs and toward a way of life defined by love ? Theologically, believers
are increasingly rejecting the image of God as a violent Supreme Being and embracing the
image of God as the renewing Spirit at work in our world for the common good ? Missionally,
the faithful are identifying less with organized religion and more with organizing
religion—spiritual activists dedicated to healing the planet, building peace, overcoming poverty
and injustice, and collaborating with other faiths to ensure a better future for all of us With his
trademark brilliance and compassion, McLaren invites readers to seize the moment and set out
on the most significant spiritual pilgrimage of our time: to help Christianity become more
Christian.
In The Nones: Where They Came From, Who They Are, and Where They Are Going, Ryan P.
Burge details a comprehensive picture of an increasingly significant group--Americans who say
they have no religious affiliation. The growth of the nones in American society has been
dramatic. In 1972, just 5 percent of Americans claimed "no religion" on the General Social
Survey. In 2018, that number rose to 23.7 percent, making the nones as numerous as both
evangelical Protestants and Roman Catholics. Every indication is that the nones will be the
largest religious group in the United States in the next decade. Burge illustrates his precise but
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accessible descriptions with charts and graphs drawn from over a dozen carefully curated
datasets, some tracking changes in American religion over a long period of time, others large
enough to allow a statistical deep dive on subgroups such as atheists and agnostics. Burge
also draws on data that tracks how individuals move in and out of religion over time, helping
readers understand what type of people become nones and what factors lead an individual to
return to religion. The Nones gives readers a nuanced, accurate, and meaningful picture of the
growing number of Americans who say they have no religious affiliation. Burge explains how
this rise happened, who the nones are, and what they mean for the future of American religion.
When Brian McLaren began offering an alternative vision of Christian faith and life in books
such as A New Kind of Christian and A Generous Orthodoxy, he ignited a firestorm of praise
and condemnation that continues to spread across the religious landscape. To some religious
conservatives, McLaren is a dangerous rebel without a doctrinally-correct cause. Some
fundamentalist websites have even claimed he's in league with the devil and have consigned
him to flames. To others though, Brian is a fresh voice, a welcome antidote to the staleness,
superficiality, and negativity of the religious status quo. A wide array of people from
Evangelical, Catholic, and Mainline Protestant backgrounds claim that through his books they
have begun to rediscover the faith they'd lost or rejected. And around the world, many readers
say that he has helped them find-for the first time in their lives-a faith that makes sense and
rings true. For many, he articulates the promise of what is being called "emerging Christianity."
In The Secret Message of Jesus you'll find what's at the center of Brian's critique of
conventional Christianity, and what's at the heart of his expanding vision. In the process, you'll
meet a Jesus who may be altogether new to you, a Jesus who is... Not the crusading
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conqueror of religious broadcasting; Not the religious mascot of partisan religion; Not heaven's
ticket-checker, whose words have been commandeered by the church to include and exclude,
judge and stigmatize, pacify and domesticate. McLaren invites you to discover afresh the
transforming message of Jesus-an open invitation to radical change, an enlightening revelation
that exposes sham and ignites hope, an epic story that is good news for everyone, whatever
their gender, race, class, politics, or religion. "Pastor and best-selling author McLaren revisits
the gospel material from a fresh-and at times radical-perspective . . . He does an excellent job
of capturing Jesus' quiet, revolutionary style." --Publishers Weekly (starred review) "Here
McLaren shares his own ferocious journey in pondering the teachings and actions of Jesus. It
is McLaren's lack of salesmanship or agenda that creates a refreshing picture of the man from
Galilee who changed history." --Donald Miller, Author of Blue Like Jazz "In this critical book,
Brian challenges us to ask what it would mean to truly live the message of Jesus today, and
thus to risk turning everything upside down." --Jim Wallis, Author of God's Politics and editor of
Sojourners "Compelling, crucial and liberating: a book for those who seek to experience the
blessed heat of Christianity at its source." --Anne Rice, Author of Christ the Lord: Out of Egypt
Rooted in the observation that massive transitions in the church happen about every 500
years, Phyllis Tickle shows readers that we live in such a time right now. She compares the
Great Emergence to other "Greats" in the history of Christianity, including the Great
Transformation (when God walked among us), the time of Gregory the Great, the Great
Schism, and the Great Reformation. Combining history, a look at the causes of social
upheaval, and current events, The Great Emergence shows readers what the Great
Emergence in church and culture is, how it came to be, and where it is going. Anyone who is
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interested in the future of the church in America, no matter what their personal affiliation, will
find this book a fascinating exploration. Study guide by Danielle Shroyer.
Slave Religion remains the preeminent synthesis of the religious life of slaves in the United
States. This new edition will consider the developments in the study of slavery, the religious
encounter, religious culture, and reactions to the books over the past twenty five years, as well
as the ways the author would write it differently today.
The Oxford Handbook of Religious Conversion offers a comprehensive exploration of the
dynamics of religious conversion, which for centuries has profoundly shaped societies,
cultures, and individuals throughout the world. Scholars from a wide array of religions and
disciplines interpret both the varieties of conversion experiences and the processes that inform
this personal and communal phenomenon. This volume examines the experiences of
individuals and communities who change religions, those who experience an intensification of
their religion of origin, and those who encounter new religions through colonial intrusion,
missionary work, and charismatic and revitalization movements. The thirty-two innovative
essays provide overviews of the history of particular religions, including Hinduism, Buddhism,
Confucianism, Taoism, Sikhism, Islam, Christianity, Judaism, indigenous religions, and new
religious movements. The essays also offer a wide range of disciplinary perspectivespsychological, sociological, anthropological, legal, political, feminist, and geographical-on
methods and theories deployed in understanding conversion, and insight into various forms of
deconversion.
Faith in African Lived Christianity brings together anthropology and theology in the study of
how faith shapes the understanding of social life in Africa. It offers discussions on positionality,
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method, and political, social and ecological aspects of African Christian spirituality.

The headlines are clear: religion is on the decline in America as many people
leave behind traditional religious practices. Diana Butler Bass, leading
commentator on religion, politics, and culture, follows up her acclaimed book
Christianity After Religion by arguing that what appears to be a decline actually
signals a major transformation in how people understand and experience God.
The distant God of conventional religion has given way to a more intimate sense
of the sacred that is with us in the world. This shift, from a vertical understanding
of God to a God found on the horizons of nature and human community, is at the
heart of a spiritual revolution that surrounds us – and that is challenging not only
religious institutions but political and social ones as well. Grounded explores this
cultural turn as Bass unpacks how people are finding new spiritual ground by
discovering and embracing God everywhere in the world around us—in the soil,
the water, the sky, in our homes and neighborhoods, and in the global commons.
Faith is no longer a matter of mountaintop experience or institutional practice;
instead, people are connecting with God through the environment in which we
live. Grounded guides readers through our contemporary spiritual habitat as it
points out and pays attention to the ways in which people experience a God who
animates creation and community. Bass brings her understanding of the latest
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research and studies and her deep knowledge of history and theology to
Grounded. She cites news, trends, data, and pop culture, weaves in spiritual
texts and ancient traditions, and pulls it all together through stories of her own
and others' spiritual journeys. Grounded observes and reports a radical change
in the way many people understand God and how they practice faith. In doing so,
Bass invites readers to join this emerging spiritual revolution, find a revitalized
expression of faith, and change the world.
A revelatory manifesto on how we can reclaim faith from abstract doctrines and
rigid morals to find God in the joys and ambiguities of everyday life, from the
acclaimed author of Saving Jesus from the Church “In this book of stories from
four decades of ministry, Meyers powerfully captures what it means to believe in
a God who’s revealed not in creeds or morals but in the struggles and beauty of
our ordinary lives.”—Richard Rohr, bestselling author of The Universal Christ
People across the theological and political spectrum are struggling with what it
means to say that they believe in God. For centuries, Christians have seen him
as a deity who shows favor to some and dispenses punishment to others
according to right belief and correct behavior. But this transactional approach to a
God “up there”—famously depicted by Michelangelo on the ceiling of the Sistine
Chapel—no longer works, if it ever did, leaving an increasing number of Christians
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upset, disappointed, and heading for the exits. In this groundbreaking, inspiring
book, Robin R. Meyers, the senior minister of Oklahoma City’s Mayflower
Congregational United Church of Christ, shows how readers can move from a
theology of obedience to one of consequence. He argues that we need to stop
seeing our actions as a means for pleasing a distant God and rediscover how
God has empowered us to care for ourselves and the world. Drawing on stories
from his decades of active ministry, Meyers captures how the struggles of
ordinary people hint at how we can approach faith as a radical act of trust in a
God who is all around us, even in our doubts and the moments of life we fear the
most.
We know Jesus the Savior, but have we met Jesus, Prince of Peace? When did
we accept vengeance as an acceptable part of the Christian life? How did
violence and power seep into our understanding of faith and grace? For those
troubled by this trend toward the sword, perhaps there is a better way. What if the
message of Jesus differs radically differs from the drumbeats of war we hear all
around us? Using his own journey from war crier to peacemaker and his in-depth
study of peace in the scriptures, author and pastor Brian Zahnd reintroduces us
to the gospel of Peace.
A confession and manifesto from a senior leader in the emerging church
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movement. A Generous Orthodoxy calls for a radical, Christ-centered orthodoxy
of faith and practice in a missional, generous spirit. Brian McLaren argues for a
post-liberal, post-conservative, post-protestant convergence, which will stimulate
lively interest and global conversation among thoughtful Christians from all
traditions.In a sweeping exploration of belief, author Brian McLaren takes us
across the landscape of faith, envisioning an orthodoxy that aims for Jesus, is
driven by love, and is defined by missional intent. A Generous Orthodoxy
rediscovers the mysterious and compelling ways that Jesus can be embraced
across the entire Christian horizon. Rather than establishing what is and is not
“orthodox,” McLaren walks through the many traditions of faith, bringing to the
center a way of life that draws us closer to Christ and to each other. Whether you
find yourself inside, outside, or somewhere on the fringe of Christianity, A
Generous Orthodoxy draws you toward a way of living that looks beyond the
“us/them” paradigm to the blessed and ancient paradox of “we.”
The Christian Right is arguably the most significant social movement in the
United States today. In recent years, these religious conservatives have loudly
protested a public education system they believe no longer represents their
interests or values. Educators often dismiss critiques based on religious values
as irrational or flimsy, failing to appreciate the coherence of these criticisms from
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the Christian Right's own perspective. While the Christian Right has become ever
more sophisticated in its lobbying and powerful in its influence, educators and
parents find themselves lacking the background knowledge necessary to respond
effectively to its efforts. Standing on the Premises of God speaks directly to this
dilemma, explaining current incarnations of the Christian Right, its leadership, its
intellectual and theological foundations, and its tactics, so that those interested in
the debates over education will be better prepared to engage them
constructively. Taking the novel approach of framing the Christian Right as a
revitalization movement, Detwiler shows how it seeks to effect cultural
transformation in order to bring public education-and our society more generallyin line with its worldview. His theoretical model provides insights into why
education is so pivotal to the Christian Right and also assesses the religious
viability of the Christian Right as a social movement.
For years Christians have been asking, "If you died tonight, do you know where
you would go?" It turns out that many believers have been giving the wrong
answer. It is not heaven. Award-winning author N. T. Wright outlines the present
confusion about a Christian's future hope and shows how it is deeply intertwined
with how we live today. Wright, who is one of today's premier Bible scholars,
asserts that Christianity's most distinctive idea is bodily resurrection. He provides
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a magisterial defense for a literal resurrection of Jesus and shows how this
became the cornerstone for the Christian community's hope in the bodily
resurrection of all people at the end of the age. Wright then explores our
expectation of "new heavens and a new earth," revealing what happens to the
dead until then and what will happen with the "second coming" of Jesus. For
many, including many Christians, all this will come as a great surprise. Wright
convincingly argues that what we believe about life after death directly affects
what we believe about life before death. For if God intends to renew the whole
creation—and if this has already begun in Jesus's resurrection—the church cannot
stop at "saving souls" but must anticipate the eventual renewal by working for
God's kingdom in the wider world, bringing healing and hope in the present life.
Lively and accessible, this book will surprise and excite all who are interested in
the meaning of life, not only after death but before it.
Pioneering historian, sociologist, editor, novelist, poet, and organizer, W. E. B. Du
Bois was one of the foremost African American intellectuals of the twentieth
century. While Du Bois is remembered for his monumental contributions to
scholarship and civil rights activism, the spiritual aspects of his work have been
misunderstood, even negated. W. E. B. Du Bois, American Prophet, the first
religious biography of this leader, illuminates the spirituality that is essential to
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understanding his efforts and achievements in the political and intellectual world.
Often labeled an atheist, Du Bois was in fact deeply and creatively involved with
religion. Historian Edward J. Blum reveals how spirituality was central to Du
Bois's approach to Marxism, pan-Africanism, and nuclear disarmament, his
support for black churches, and his reckoning of the spiritual wage of white
supremacy. His writings, teachings, and prayers served as articles of faith for
fellow activists of his day, from student book club members to Langston Hughes.
A blend of history, sociology, literary criticism, and religious reflection in the
model of Du Bois's best work, W. E. B. Du Bois, American Prophet recasts the
life of this great visionary and intellectual for a new generation of scholars and
activists. Honorable Mention, 2007 Gustavus Myers Center Outstanding Book
Awards
"Drawing from his work as global activist, pastor, and public theologian, McLaren
challenges readers to stop worrying, waiting, and indulging in nostalgia, and
instead, to embrace the powerful new understandings that are reshaping the
church. In [this book], he explores three profound shifts that define the
change"--Dust jacket flap.
“There is a part of the soul that stirs at night, in the dark and soundless times of day,
when our defenses are down and our daylight distractions no longer serve to protect us
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from ourselves,” writes beloved author, Joan Chittister. “It’s then, in the still of life,
when we least expect it, that questions emerge from the damp murkiness of our inner
underworld…These questions do not call for the discovery of data; they call for the
contemplation of possibility.” In words as wise as they are inspiring, Between the Dark
and the Daylight explores the concerns of modern life, of the overworked mind and
hurting heart. These are the paradoxical—and often frustrating—moments when our lives
feel at odds with everything around us. Only by embracing the contradictions, Chittister
contends, may we live well amid stress, withstand emotional storms, and satisfy our
yearnings for something transcendent and real. By delving into the chaos, this book
guides us through the questions that seemed easier to avoid and enlightens what has
been out of focus. With her signature elegance, wit, and spirit, the bestselling author of
The Gift of Years and Following the Path opens our eyes and hearts in these times of
confusion. With simple and poignant meditations, Between the Dark and the Daylight
reveals how we can better understand ourselves, one another, and God.
"An exciting vision of the future" --Michael Eric Dyson Everything Is Spiritual is an
unexpected and compelling invitation to see your life in a whole new way. We have the
great moments of our lives, the highs, those times when we soar, when it all makes
sense, when it feels like it all has purpose and meaning. And then there are all those
other moments—the lows and aches and failures and struggles and experiences that
leave us wondering what the point of it all is. Are our lives ultimately bits and pieces and
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fragments—you try to find a little peace and hope and then it’s over? Or is there more
going on here? In our increasingly polarized and disoriented world, Everything Is
Spiritual gives us a radical new take on how it all fits together, how it works, how it’s all
connected. Part memoir, part extended riff on the quantum nature of reality, part history
of the universe, Rob Bell takes us back through the twists and turns and struggles of his
story in order to help us see the larger story so that we can reconnect with our story.
To young Christians of the world, Pope Francis has a message for you: "Christ is alive,
and he wants you to be alive!" In his fourth apostolic exhortation, Christus Vivit, Pope
Francis encapsulates the work of the 2018 synod of bishops on "Young People, The
Faith, and Vocational Discernment." Pope Francis has always had a special
relationship with young people, and in his fatherly love for you he shows that: You can
relate to young people in Scripture who made a difference You identify with the Christ
who is always young You face difficult issues in the world today You yearn for the truth
of the Gospel You are capable of amazing things when you respond to the Gospel You
learn and grow with help from the faithful of all generations You need bold and creative
youth ministry You can discover who God made you to be You are urged to pray for
discernment Christus Vivit is written for and to young people, but Pope Francis also
wrote it for the entire Church, because, as he says, reflecting on our young people
inspires us all. "May the Holy Spirit urge you on as you run this race. The Church needs
your momentum, your intuitions, your faith. We need them! And when you arrive where
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we have not yet reached, have the patience to wait for us."
“Some books provide us with information about the world, but every once in a while a
book appears that enables us to imagine new, more wonderful worlds. [A New Kind of
Christianity] is one of these.” —Peter Rollins, Ikon A New Kind of Christianity is Brian D.
McLaren’s much anticipated follow-up to his breakthrough work of the emergentchurch movement, A New Kind of Christian. Named by Time magazine as one of
America’s top 25 evangelicals, McLaren, along with such contemporaries as N.T.
Wright, Jim Wallis, and Rob Bell, is one of the acknowledged leaders of a new
generation of Christians who want to update their faith for current times while remaining
true to the core message of Jesus. In this controversial and thought-provoking book,
McLaren explores the questions that will determine the shape of Christianity for the next
500 years.
An overview of the ongoing methods used to understand African history.
This "fresh, blunt, and highly persuasive account of how the West was won—for Jesus"
(Newsweek) is now available in paperback. Stark's provocative report challenges
conventional wisdom and finds that Christianity's astounding dominance of the Western
world arose from its offer of a better, more secure way of life. "Compelling reading"
(Library Journal) that is sure to "generate spirited argument" (Publishers Weekly), this
account of Christianity's remarkable growth within the Roman Empire is the subject of
much fanfare. "Anyone who has puzzled over Christianity's rise to dominance...must
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read it." says Yale University's Wayne A. Meeks, for The Rise of Christianity makes a
compelling case for startling conclusions. Combining his expertise in social science with
historical evidence, and his insight into contemporary religion's appeal, Stark finds that
early Christianity attracted the privileged rather than the poor, that most early converts
were women or marginalized Jews—and ultimately "that Christianity was a success
because it proved those who joined it with a more appealing, more assuring, happier,
and perhaps longer life" (Andrew M. Greeley, University of Chicago).
"What do the life and teaching of Jesus have to say about the most critical global
problems in our world today?"--Provided by publisher.
"Despite the worldwide dramatic spread of religious-based discriminations,
persecutions, and conflicts, both official data and academic literature have
underestimated their role as a root cause of contemporary migrations. This
multidisciplinary study aims to overcome this gap. Through an unprecedented collection
of theoretical analysis and original empirical evidence, the book provides unique data
and insights on the role of religion in the trajectories of asylum seekers and migrants from the analysis of the religious geography of sending countries to the role of
spirituality as a factor of resilience and adaptation. By enhancing both academic and
political debate on these issues, the book offers the possibility of regaining awareness
of the close link between religious freedom and the quality of democracy"-'The greatest single impact of climate change could be on human migration', stated the
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Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) in 1990. Since then there has been
considerable concern about the large-scale population movements that might take place
because of climate change. This book examines emerging patterns of human mobility in
relation to climate change, drawing on a multidisciplinary approach, including anthropology and
geography. It addresses both larger, general questions and concrete local cases, where the
link between climate change and human mobility is manifest and demands attention empirically, analytically and conceptually. Among the cases explored are both historical and
contemporary instances of migration in response to climate change, and together they illustrate
the necessity of analyzing new patterns of movement, historic cultural images and regulation
practices in the wake of new global processes.
We are living in the "Age of Migration" and migration has a profound impact on all aspects of
society and on religious institutions. While there is significant research on migration in the
social sciences, little study has been done to understand the impact of migration on
Christianity. This book investigates this important topic and the ramifications for Christian
theology and ethics. It begins with anthropological and sociological perspectives on the mutual
impact between migration and Christianity, followed by a re-reading of certain events in the
Hebrew Scripture, the New Testament, and Church history to highlight the central role of
migration in the formation of Israel and Christianity. Then follow attempts to reinterpret in the
light of migration the basic Christian beliefs regarding God, Christ, and church. The next part
studies how migration raises new issues for Christian ethics such as human dignity and human
rights, state rights, social justice and solidarity, and ecological justice. The last part explores
what is known as "Practical Theology" by examining the implications of migration for issues
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such as liturgy and worship, spirituality, architecture, and education.
A NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER "Already the most discussed and most important
religious book of the decade." —David Brooks In this controversial bestseller, Rod Dreher calls
on American Christians to prepare for the coming Dark Age by embracing an ancient Christian
way of life. From the inside, American churches have been hollowed out by the departure of
young people and by an insipid pseudo–Christianity. From the outside, they are beset by
challenges to religious liberty in a rapidly secularizing culture. Keeping Hillary Clinton out of the
White House may have bought a brief reprieve from the state’s assault, but it will not stop the
West’s slide into decadence and dissolution. Rod Dreher argues that the way forward is actually the way back—all the way to St. Benedict of Nursia. This sixth-century monk, horrified by
the moral chaos following Rome’s fall, retreated to the forest and created a new way of life for
Christians. He built enduring communities based on principles of order, hospitality, stability,
and prayer. His spiritual centers of hope were strongholds of light throughout the Dark Ages,
and saved not just Christianity but Western civilization. Today, a new form of barbarism reigns.
Many believers are blind to it, and their churches are too weak to resist. Politics offers little help
in this spiritual crisis. What is needed is the Benedict Option, a strategy that draws on the
authority of Scripture and the wisdom of the ancient church. The goal: to embrace exile from
mainstream culture and construct a resilient counterculture. The Benedict Option is both
manifesto and rallying cry for Christians who, if they are not to be conquered, must learn how
to fight on culture war battlefields like none the West has seen for fifteen hundred years. It's for
all mere Christians—Protestant, Catholic, Orthodox—who can read the signs of the times.
Neither false optimism nor fatalistic despair will do. Only faith, hope, and love, embodied in a
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renewed church, can sustain believers in the dark age that has overtaken us. These are the
days for building strong arks for the long journey across a sea of night.
At no other time in the history of the world is the movement of people at such a large scale that
scholars consider the current period as the age of migration. Beyond the density, velocity, and
multi-directionality, however, the often conflicting and tragic nature of contemporary global
migration makes a compelling case for theological reflection. The book explores the problems
and possibilities that the experience of migrants brings to Christian theology by reflecting on
the religious dimension as well as the social justice implications of the migrant experience.
More specifically, the book reflects on the Christian vision of 'one bread, one body, one people'
in view of the gifts and challenges of contemporary global migration to Christian systematic
theology, social ethics, spirituality, mission, ministry, and inculturation based on the experience
of refugees, unauthorized poor migrants, migrant workers, and migrant women.
Just as Reconstruction after the Civil War worked to repair a desperately broken society, our
Christianity requires a spiritual reconstruction that undoes the injustices of the past. Jonathan
Wilson-Hartgrove traces his journey from the religion of the slaveholder to the Christianity of
Christ, showing that when the gospel is reconstructed, freedom rings both for individuals and
for society as a whole.
This volume explores religious discourses and practices of hospitality in the context of
migration. It articulates the implied ambivalences and even contradictions as well as the
potential to contribute to a more just world through social interconnection with others. The book
features contributors from diverse national, denominational, cultural, and racial backgrounds.
Their essays reveal a dichotomy of hospitality between guest and host, while tackling the
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meaning of home or the loss of it, interrogating both the peril and promise of the relationship
between religion, chiefly Christianity, and hospitality, and focusing on the role of migrants'
vulnerability and agency, by drawing from empirical, theological, sociological and
anthropological insights emerged from postcolonial migration contexts. With contributions by
Andrea Bieler, Jione Havea, Claudia Hoffmann, HyeRan Kim-Cragg, Claudia Jahnel, Isolde
Karle, Buhle Mpofu, Armin Nassehi, Ilona Nord, Henrietta Nyamnjoh, Regina Polak, Ludger
Pries, Thomas Reynolds, Harsha Walia, Jula Well, and Birgit Weyel. [Religion und Migration]
Dieser Band beschäftigt sich mit religiösen Diskursen und religiöser Praxis, die
Gastfreundschaft im Kontext von Migration thematisieren. Dabei werden sowohl Potenziale
identifiziert, die in Richtung größerer Gerechtigkeit und sozialer Verbundenheit weisen, als
auch Ambivalenzen und Widersprüche. Das Buch präsentiert Beiträge, die verschiedene
nationale, konfessionelle, kulturelle und ethnische Kontexte reflektieren. Dabei kommen die
problematischen sowie die verheißungsvollen Dimensionen der Dichotomie von Gast- und
Gastgebersein in den Blick, die der Fokus auf Gastfreundschaft insbesondere im Christentum
impliziert. Die Frage nach dem Zusammenhang von Verletzbarkeit und Handlungsmacht von
Migrantinnen und Migranten wird aus empirischer, theologischer, soziologischer sowie
anthropologischer Perspektive beleuchtet.
This comprehensive reference volume covers every country in South and Central Asia, offering
reliable demographic information and original interpretative essays by indigenous scholars and
practitioners. It maps patterns of growth and decline, assesses major traditions and
movements, analyses key themes and examines current trends.
Through oral history research in Congo this book studies the reconfiguration of Christian
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identity during migration. It examines the intersection of contemporary influences upon group
expressions of identity. It demonstrates how religious affiliation aids a sense of belonging.

Around the time of WWI, large numbers of African Americans began leaving their
homes in the rural South in search of employment in the industrial cities of the
North. In 1940, Lawrence chronicled their journey of hope in a flowing narrative
sequence of paintings."This stirring picture book brings together the sixty panels
of Lawrence's epic narrative Migration series, which he created in 1940-1941.
They tell of the journey of African-Americans who left their homes in the South
around World War I and traveled in search of better lives in the northern industrial
cities. Lawrence is a storyteller with words as well as pictures: his captions and
introduction to this book are the best commentary on his work. A poem at the end
by Walter Dean Myers also reveals [as do the paintings] the universal in the
particulars." ––BL. Notable Children's Books of 1994 (ALA) 1993 Books for Youth
Editors' Choices (BL) 1994 Teachers' Choices (IRA) Notable 1994 Childrens'
Trade Books in Social Studies (NCSS/CBC) 1994 Carter G. Woodson
Outstanding Merit Book (NCSS) 1994 Books for the Teen Age (NY Public
Library)
In a time of rapid climate change and species extinction, what role have the
world’s religions played in ameliorating—or causing—the crisis we now face?
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Religion in general, and Christianity in particular, appears to bear a
disproportionate burden for creating humankind’s exploitative attitudes toward
nature through unearthly theologies that divorce human beings and their spiritual
yearnings from their natural origins. In this regard, Christianity has become an
otherworldly religion that views the natural world as “fallen,” as empty of signs of
God’s presence. And yet, buried deep within the Christian tradition are startling
portrayals of God as the beaked and feathered Holy Spirit – the “animal God,” as
it were, of historic Christian witness. Through biblical readings, historical
theology, continental philosophy, and personal stories of sacred nature, this book
recovers the model of God in Christianity as a creaturely, avian being who
signals the presence of spirit in everything, human and more-than-human alike.
Mark Wallace’s recovery of the bird-God of the Bible signals a deep grounding of
faith in the natural world. The moral implications of nature-based Christianity are
profound. All life is deserving of humans’ care and protection insofar as the world
is envisioned as alive with sacred animals, plants, and landscapes. From the
perspective of Christian animism, the Earth is the holy place that God made and
that humankind is enjoined to watch over and cherish in like manner. Saving the
environment, then, is not a political issue on the left or the right of the ideological
spectrum, but, rather, an innermost passion shared by all people of faith and
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good will in a world damaged by anthropogenic warming, massive species
extinction, and the loss of arable land, potable water, and breathable air. To
Wallace, this passion is inviolable and flows directly from the heart of Christian
teaching that God is a carnal, fleshy reality who is promiscuously incarnated
within all things, making the whole world a sacred embodiment of God’s
presence, and worthy of our affectionate concern. This beautifully and accessibly
written book shows that “Christian animism” is not a strange oxymoron, but
Christianity’s natural habitat. Challenging traditional Christianity’s self-definition
as an other-worldly religion, Wallace paves the way for a new Earth-loving
spirituality grounded in the ancient image of an animal God.
When four religious leaders walk across the road, it's not the beginning of a joke.
It's the start of one of the most important conversations in today's world. Can you
be a committed Christian without having to condemn or convert people of other
faiths? Is it possible to affirm other religious traditions without watering down your
own? In his most important book yet, widely acclaimed author and speaker Brian
McLaren proposes a new faith alternative, one built on "benevolence and
solidarity rather than rivalry and hostility." This way of being Christian is strong
but doesn't strong-arm anyone, going beyond mere tolerance to vigorous
hospitality toward, interest in, and collaboration with the other. Blending history,
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narrative, and brilliant insight, McLaren shows readers step-by-step how to
reclaim this strong-benevolent faith, challenging us to stop creating barriers in the
name of God and learn how affirming other religions can strengthen our
commitment to our own. And in doing so, he invites Christians to become more
Christ-like than ever before.
Many people experience Christianity as a system of belief, focused on an
exclusive Supreme Being who favours some and rejects others, and is defended
by a set of change-averse, self-protecting institutions. In The Great Spiritual
Migration, Brian McLaren proposes that this conventional understanding of
Christianity is ripe for a conversion: from system of belief to way of life, from
exclusive Supreme Being to the loving, healing, reconciling Spirit embodied in
Jesus, and from an organised institutional religion that supports an unjust status
quo to an organising movement-building religion that helps a better world be
born. Drawing from his work as a pastor, speaker, ecumenical networker and
activist, McLaren issues a call and offers a plan for radical change that can shift
the direction of Christian faith to be more in sync with its founder, more life-giving
for individual Christians and congregations - and more of a life-giving resource for
the whole world.
From the author of A New Kind of Christianity comes a bold proposal: only doubt
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can save the world and your faith. "Will help you live fuller and breathe easier..”
—Glennon Doyle Sixty-five million adults in the U.S. have dropped out of active
church attendance and about 2.7 million more are leaving every year. Faith After
Doubt is for the millions of people around the world who feel that their faith is
falling apart. Using his own story and the stories of a diverse group of struggling
believers, Brian D. McLaren, a former pastor and now an author, speaker, and
activist shows how old assumptions are being challenged in nearly every area of
human life, not just theology and spirituality. He proposes a four-stage model of
faith development in which questions and doubt are not the enemy of faith, but
rather a portal to a more mature and fruitful kind of faith. The four
stages—Simplicity, Complexity, Perplexity, and Harmony—offer a path forward that
can help sincere and thoughtful people leave behind unnecessary baggage and
intensify their commitment to what matters most.
"The End of Empathy develops a theoretical framework capable of explaining
both the rise of white Protestant social concern in the latter part of the nineteenth
century and its sudden demise at the end of the twentieth. The theory proceeds
from the premise that religious conviction, by itself, is rarely sufficient to motivate
empathetic political behavior. When believers do act empathetically - for
example, by championing reforms that transfer resources or political influence to
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less privileged groups within society - it is typically because strong religious
institutions have compelled them to do so. For much of American history,
mainline Protestant church membership functioned as an important marker of
social status - one that few upwardly mobile citizens could afford to go without.
The socioeconomic significance of membership, in turn, endowed Protestant
leaders with considerable authority over the beliefs and actions of their
congregations. At key junctures in U.S. history - the Progressive Era, the New
Deal, the civil rights movement - the nation's informal Protestant establishment
used this authority to mobilize rank-and-file churchgoers on behalf of government
programs that increased economic opportunity and promoted civic inclusion.
When this pattern of religious authority collapsed in the late 1960s - thanks to a
confluence of trends in the labor market, higher education, and residential
mobility - it produced a large population of white suburbanites who had little
reason to seek out mainline Protestant churches or heed their advice on the
burning social questions of the day. The churches that flourished in the new age
of personal autonomy were those that preached against attempts by government
to promote a more equitable distribution of wealth and political authority"-Theologies on the Move examines how the experiences of migration and
pilgrimage that are created as a result of the pressures of neoliberal capitalism
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shape theological and religious traditions. Based on these insights, the
contributors examine what difference religion can make in a world dominated by
the interests of the few rather than the many.
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