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This benchmark collection of cross-cultural essays
on reproduction and childbirth extends and enriches
the work of Brigitte Jordan, who helped generate and
define the field of the anthropology of birth. The
authors' focus on authoritative knowledge—the
knowledge that counts, on the basis of which
decisions are made and actions taken—highlights the
vast differences between birthing systems that give
authority of knowing to women and their
communities and those that invest it in experts and
machines. Childbirth and Authoritative Knowledge
offers first-hand ethnographic research conducted by
anthropologists in sixteen different societies and
cultures and includes the interdisciplinary
perspectives of a social psychologist, a sociologist,
an epidemiologist, a staff member of the World
Health Organization, and a community midwife.
Exciting directions for further research as well as
pressing needs for policy guidance emerge from
these illuminating explorations of authoritative
knowledge about birth. This book is certain to follow
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volume in a rapidly expanding field.
`There is much that is fascinating here. Longestablished experiments and conclusions are
rubbished and reinterpreted, long-established
assumptions and beliefs about emotions are soundly
trounced, and generally a good going-over is
delivered to the whole field... it is such a blockbuster
that one can only reel backwards and tell anyone
studying the subject that they would be crazy not to
get it' - Self & Society This fascinating book
overviews the psychology of the emotions in its
broadest sense, tracing historical, social, cultural and
biological themes and analyses. The contributors some of the leading figures in the field - produce a
new theoretical synthesis by drawing together these
strands. From the standpoint of the function of the
emotions in everyday life, the authors focus on: the
discursive role played by the emotions in expressing
judgements about, attitudes to and contrition for
actions done by the self and others, and how certain
emotions - such as guilt, shame, embarrassment,
chagrin and regret - seem to play a role in social
control; the variation and diversity in emotion, which
provides scope for exploring how patterns of emotion
contrast in different societies, across gender lines, at
different historical times, and between children and
adults; and the way in which the body is shaped and
its functions influenced by culturally maintained
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The Oxford Handbook of Human Development and
Culture provides a comprehensive synopsis of
theory and research on human development, with
every chapter drawing together findings from
cultures around the world. This includes a focus on
cultural diversity within nations, cultural change, and
globalization. Expertly edited by Lene Arnett Jensen,
the Handbook covers the entire lifespan from the
prenatal period to old age. It delves deeply into
topics such as the development of emotion,
language, cognition, morality, creativity, and religion,
as well as developmental contexts such as family,
friends, civic institutions, school, media, and work.
Written by an international group of eminent and
cutting-edge experts, chapters showcase the
burgeoning interdisciplinary approach to scholarship
that bridges universal and cultural perspectives on
human development. This "cultural-developmental
approach" is a multifaceted, flexible, and dynamic
way to conceptualize theory and research that is in
step with the cultural and global realities of human
development in the 21st century.
The introduction of the continuing bonds model of
grief near the end of the 20th century revolutionized
the way researchers and practitioners understand
bereavement. Continuing Bonds in Bereavement is
the most comprehensive, state-of-the-art collection
of developments in this field since the inception of
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forward-looking anthology, it combines innovations in
clinical practice with theoretical and empirical
advancements. The text traces grief in different
cultural settings, asking questions about the truth in
our interactions with the dead and showing how new
cultural developments like social media change the
ways we relate to those who have died. Together,
the book’s four sections encourage practitioners and
scholars in both bereavement studies and in other
fields to broaden their understanding of the concept
of continuing bonds.
Grief as a Family Process draws on many sources,
such as developmental psychology, psychoanalytic
and family systems theory, and cultural
anthropology. Using examples from a wide variety of
cultural traditions, this book argues for a
transformation of attachment to, instead of
detachment from, the deceased family member to
sustain and enhance family development.
Tangible remains play an important role in our
relationships with the dead; they are pivotal to how
we remember, mourn and grieve. The chapters in
this volume analyse a diverse range of objects and
their role in the processes of grief and mourning,
with contributions by scholars in anthropology,
history, fashion, thanatology, religious studies,
archaeology, classics, sociology, and political
science. The book brings together consideration of
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deeper understanding of the specific roles played by
objects in funerary contexts across historical and
contemporary societies.
The Handbook of Bereavement Research provides a
broad view of diverse contemporary approaches to
bereavement, examining both normal adaptation and
complex manifestations of grief. In this volume,
leading interdisciplinary scholars focus on 3
important themes in bereavement research:
consequences, coping, and care. In exploring the
consequences of bereavement, authors examine
developmental factors that influence grief both for
the individual and the family at different phases of
the life cycle. In exploring coping, they describe new
empirical studies about how people can and do cope
with grief, without professional intervention. Until
recently, intervention for the bereaved has not been
scientifically guided and has become the subject of
challenging differences of opinion and approach.
Chapters in the care section of the volume critically
examine interventions to date and provide guidance
for assessment and more theoretically and
empirically guided treatment strategies. The
Handbook provides an up-to-date comprehensive
review of scientific knowledge about bereavement in
an authoritative yet accessible way that will be
essential reading for researchers, practitioners, and
health care professionals in the 21st century.
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Death and dying and death-related behavior involve the
causes of death and the nature of the actions and emotions
surrounding death among the living. Interest in the varied
dimensions of death and dying has led to the development of
death studies that move beyond medical research to include
behavioral science disciplines and practitioner-oriented fields.
As a result of this interdisciplinary interest, the literature in the
field has proliferated. This two-volume resource addresses
the traditional death and dying–related topics but also
presents a unique focus on the human experience to create a
new dimension to the study of death and dying. With more
than 300 entries, the Encyclopedia of Death and the Human
Experience includes the complex cultural beliefs and
traditions and the institutionalized social rituals that surround
dying and death, as well as the array of emotional responses
relating to bereavement, grieving, and mourning. The
Encyclopedia is enriched through important multidisciplinary
contributions and perspectives as it arranges, organizes,
defines, and clarifies a comprehensive list of death-related
perspectives, concepts, and theories. Key Features Imparts
significant insight into the process of dying and the
phenomenon of death Includes contributors from Asia,;
Africa; Australia; Canada; China; eastern, southern, and
western Europe; Iceland; Scandinavia; South America; and
the United States who offer important interdisciplinary and
cross-cultural perspectives Provides a special focus on the
cultural artifacts and social institutions and practices that
constitute the human experience Addresses death-related
terms and concepts such as angel makers, equivocal death,
end-of-life decision making, near-death experiences,
cemeteries, ghost photography, halo nurses, caregiver stress,
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death denial Presents a selective use of figures, tables, and
images Key Themes Arts, Media, and Popular Culture
Perspectives Causes of Death Conceptualization of Death,
Dying, and the Human Experience Coping With Loss and
Grief: The Human Experience Cross-Cultural Perspectives
Cultural-Determined, Social-Oriented, and Violent Forms of
Death Developmental and Demographic Perspectives
Funerals and Death-Related Activities Legal Matters Process
of DyingSymbolic Rituals, Ceremonies, and Celebrations of
Life Theories and Concepts Unworldly Entities and Events
With an array of topics that include traditional subjects and
important emerging ideas, the Encyclopedia of Death and the
Human Experience is the ultimate resource for students,
researchers, academics, and others interested in this
intriguing area of study.
This book is a brief but comprehensive survey of research,
writings, and professional practices concerned with death and
dying. It is interdisciplinary and eclectic--medical,
psychological, religious, philosophical, artistic, demographics,
bereavement, and widowhood are all considered--but with an
emphasis on psychological aspects. A variety of viewpoints
and research findings on topics subsumed under
"thanatology" receive thorough consideration. Questions,
activities, and projects at the end of each chapter enhance
reflection and personalize the material. This fourth edition
features material on: * moral issues and court cases
concerned with abortion and euthanasia; * the widespread
problem of AIDS and other deadly diseases; * the tragedies
occasioned by epidemics, starvation, and war; and * the
resumption of capital punishment in many states. The book's
enhanced multicultural tone reflects the increased economic,
social, and physical interdependency among the nations of
the world. Topics receiving increased attention in the fourth
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concerning death; cross-cultural concepts of afterlife; gallows
humor, out-of-body experiences; spiritualism; mass suicide;
pet and romantic death; euthanasia; right to die;
postbereavement depression; firearm deaths in children;
children's understanding of death; child, adolescent, adult,
and physician-assisted suicide; religious customs and death;
confronting death; legal issues in death, dying and
bereavement; death education; death music; creativity and
death; longevity; broken heart phenomenon; beliefs in life
after death; new definitions of death; children's acceptance of
a parent's death; terminal illness; and the politics of death and
dying.
As modern society’s routine sequestration of death and grief
is increasingly replaced by late-modern society’s growing
concern with existential issues and emotionality, this book
explores grief as a social emotion, bringing together
contributions from scholars across the social sciences and
humanities to examine its social and cultural aspects.
Thematically organised in order to consider the historical
changes in our understanding of grief, literary treatments of
grief, contemporary forms of grief and grief as a perspective
from which to engage in critique of society, it provides insights
into the sociality of grief and will appeal to scholars of
sociology, social theory and cultural studies with interests in
the emotions and social pathologies.
This book recognizes and legitimizes the significance of pet
and animal loss by exploring the various expressions of
trauma and grief experienced by those who work with, live
with, or own an animal or pet. The chapters of Pet Loss,
Grief, and Therapeutic Interventions weave together cuttingedge research with best practices and practical clinical advice
for working with grieving clients. Beginning with an overview
of the human–animal bond, the book guides readers through
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hospice and euthanasia, offering a comprehensive account of
one of the field’s most rapidly emerging areas. Designed to
help mental health professionals support clients coping with
pet loss, the collection explores personal narratives, current
theories, up-to-date research, and future directions. This
unique and comprehensive book will be of interest to
students, clinicians, academicians, and researchers in the
fields of counseling, psychology, and social work.
Globalizing Feminist Bioethics is a collection of new essays
on the topic of international bioethics that developed out of
the Third World Congress of the International Association of
Bioethics in 1996. Rosemarie Tong is the primary editor of
this collection, in which she, Gwen Anderson, and Aida
Santos look at such international issues as female genital
cutting, fatal daughter syndrome, use of reproductive
technologies, male responsibility, pediatrics, breast cancer,
pregnancy, and drug testing.
This study is an interdisciplinary inquiry that combines an
examination of multi-ethnic literature from a vast variety of
cultural environments together with contemporary
psychotherapy. We live in an age in which mass grief - both
the direct experience of it through natural and man-made
disasters and the vicarious viewing of it through the media has become a major cultural phenomenon. Posttraumatic loss
resulting from terrorism, a relatively new site for the shared
activity of mourning, makes it pertinent to examine the
lessons that fiction can teach us about bereavement therapy
and loss resolution. Does one's gender, race, skin color,
nationality, cultural upbringing, or religious background have
any impact upon the manner in which people from varying
cultural environments choose to mourn their loss and resolve
grief? By using the comparative literary approach, the author
has been able to throw light on the manner in which
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been influenced and altered by exposure to those of
minorities. Similarly, the author has argued that an
examination of multi-ethnic literature teaches us that there is
a need for counselors to apply sensitivity and understanding
to the dictates of the socio-cultural background of their
minority patients as they recommend methods of therapeutic
healing. Finally, the book recommends the employment of
international short fiction in the bereavement clinic as a
means by which patients might resolve loss and achieve
healing.
The beloved debut novel about an affluent Indian family
forever changed by one fateful day in 1969, from the author
of The Ministry of Utmost Happiness NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER • MAN BOOKER PRIZE WINNER Compared
favorably to the works of Faulkner and Dickens, Arundhati
Roy’s modern classic is equal parts powerful family saga,
forbidden love story, and piercing political drama. The sevenyear-old twins Estha and Rahel see their world shaken
irrevocably by the arrival of their beautiful young cousin,
Sophie. It is an event that will lead to an illicit liaison and
tragedies accidental and intentional, exposing “big things
[that] lurk unsaid” in a country drifting dangerously toward
unrest. Lush, lyrical, and unnerving, The God of Small Things
is an award-winning landmark that started for its author an
esteemed career of fiction and political commentary that
continues unabated.

This visionary work explores the sensitive balance
between the personal and private aspects of grief,
the social and cultural variables that unite
communities in bereavement, and the universal
experience of loss. Its global journey takes readers
into the processes of Page
coping,
ritual, and belief across
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cultures, and countries undergoing major upheavals,
richly detailed by native scholars and practitioners. In
these pages, culture itself is recognized as formed
through many lenses, from the ancestral to the
experiential. The human capacity to mourn, endure,
and make meaning is examined in papers such as:
Death, grief, and culture in Kenya: experiential
strengths-based research. Death and grief in Korea:
the continuum of life and death. To live with death:
loss in Romanian culture. The Brazilian ways of
living, dying, and grieving. Death and bereavement
in Israel: Jewish, Muslim, and Christian perspectives.
Completing the circle of life: death and grief among
Native Americans. It is always normal to remember:
death, grief, and culture in Australia. The World of
Bereavement will fascinate and inspire clinicians,
providers, and researchers in the field of death
studies as well as privately-held professional training
programs and the bereavement community in
general.
"For anyone seeking to develop their understanding
of loss and change, whether in a palliative care of
general or social care setting, this book contains
much useful material which can be taken selectively
or in its entirety." Hospise Information Bulletin How
do professionals meet the needs of bereaved
people? How do professionals undertake best
practice with individuals, groups, families and
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employing research to influence practice? This book
provides a resource for working with a complex
range of loss situations and includes chapters on
childhood bereavement, and individual and family
responses to loss and change. It contains the most
up-to-date work in the field presented by
experienced practitioners and researchers and is
relevant not only for those working in specialist
palliative care settings, but for professionals in
general health and social care sectors. Strong links
are maintained between research and good practice
throughout the book. These are reinforced by the
coherent integration of international research
material and the latest thinking about loss and
bereavement. Experts and clinicians draw upon their
knowledge and practice, whilst the essential
perspective of the service user is central to this
book. Loss, Change and Bereavement in Palliative
Care provides essential reading for a range of
professional health and social care disciplines
practising at postgraduate or postregistration/qualification level. It challenges readers,
at an advanced level, on issues of loss, change and
bereavement. Contributors Lesley Adshead, Jenny
Altschuler, Peter Beresford, Grace Christ, Suzy
Croft, Pam Firth, Shirley Firth, Richard Harding,
Felicity Hearn, Jennie Lester, Gill Luff, Linda Machin,
Jan McLaren, David Oliviere, Ann Quinn, Phyllis
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For some, life’s introduction to death and grief
comes early, and when it does it can take many
forms. Not only does Dealing with Dying, Death, and
Grief during Adolescence tackle them all, it does so
with David Balk’s remarkable sensitivity to and deep
knowledge of the pressures and opportunities
adolescents face in their transition from childhood to
adulthood. In seamless, jargon-free language, Balk
brings readers up to date with what we know about
adolescent development, because over time such
changes form the backstory we need to comprehend
the impact of death and bereavement in an
adolescent’s life. The book’s later chapters break
down the recent findings in the study of lifethreatening illness and bereavement during
adolescence. And, crucially, these chapters also
examine interventions that assist adolescents coping
with these difficulties. Clinicians will come away from
this book with both a grounded understanding of
adolescent development and the adolescent
experience of death, and they’ll also gain specific
tools for helping adolescents cope with death and
grief on their own terms. For any clinician committed
to supporting adolescents facing some of life’s most
difficult experiences, this integrated, up-to-date, and
deeply insightful text is simply the book to have.
David E. Balk is professor in the department of
health and nutrition sciences at Brooklyn College
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thanatology. He is the author of Adolescent
Development: Early Through Late Adolescence,
Helping the Bereaved College Student, and several
other books on death and bereavement. He is also
co-editor of the 2nd edition of the Handbook of
Thanatology (Routledge, 2013).
The definitive reference on the anthropology of death
and dying, expanded with new contributions covering
everything from animal mourning to mortuary
cannibalism Few subjects stir the imagination more
than the study of how people across cultures deal
with death and dying. This expanded second edition
of the internationally bestselling Death, Mourning,
and Burial offers cross-cultural readings that span
the period from dying to afterlife, considering
approaches to this transition as a social process and
exploring the great variations of cultural responses to
death. Exploring new content including organ
transplantation, institutionalized care for the dying,
HIV-AIDs, animal mourning, and biotechnology, this
text retains classic readings from the first edition,
and is enhanced by sixteen new articles and two
new sections which provide increased breadth and
depth for readers. Death, Mourning, and Burial,
Second Edition is divided into eight parts reflecting
the social trajectory of death: conceptualizations of
death; death, dying, and care; grief and mourning;
mortuary rituals; and remembrance and
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foundational texts which provide the ideal
introduction to this diverse field. It is essential
reading for anyone concerned with issues of death
and dying, as well as violence, terrorism, war, state
terror, organ theft, and mortuary rituals. A thoroughly
revised edition of this classic anthology featuring
twenty-three new articles, two new sections, and
three reformulated sections Updated to include
current topics, including organ transplantation,
institutionalized care for the dying, HIV-AIDs, animal
mourning, and biotechnology Must reading for
anyone concerned with issues of death and dying,
as well as violence, terrorism, war, state terror,
organ theft, and mortuary rituals Serves as a text for
anthropology classes and provides a genuinely crosscultural perspective to all those studying death and
dying
First published in 1996. Routledge is an imprint of
Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
What is happening emotionally when we grieve for a
loved one? Is there a ‘right’ way to grieve? What
effect does grief have on how we see ourselves?
The Psychology of Grief is a humane and intelligent
account that highlights the wide range of responses
we have to losing a loved one and explores how
psychologists have sought to explain this
experience. From Freud’s pioneering
psychoanalysis to discredited ideas that we must
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pass through ‘stages’ of grief, the book examines
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the social and cultural norms that frame or limit our
understanding of the grieving process, as well as
looking at the language we use to describe it.
Everyone, at some point in their lives, experiences
bereavement and The Psychology of Grief will help
readers understand both their own and others’
feelings of grief that accompany it.
All societies have their own customs and beliefs
surrounding death. In the West, traditional ways of
mourning are disappearing, and though science has
had a major impact on views of death, it has taught
us little about the way to die or to grieve. Many who
come into contact with the dying and the bereaved
from other cultures are at a loss to know how to offer
appropriate and sensitive support. Death and
Bereavement Across Cultures, provides a handbook
with which to meet the needs of doctors, nurses,
social workers, counsellors and others involved in
the care of the dying and bereaved. Written by
international authorities in the field, this important
text: * describes the rituals and beliefs of major world
religions * explains their psychological and historical
context * shows how customs change on contact
with the West * considers the implications for the
future This book explores the richness of mourning
traditions around the world with the aim of increasing
the understanding which we all bring to the issue of
death.
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Haven, Conn.] : HRAF PressDeath, Mourning, and
BurialA Cross-Cultural ReaderJohn Wiley & Sons
Reminders of death were everywhere in the New World,
from the epidemics that devastated Indian populations
and the mortality of slaves working the Caribbean sugar
cane fields to the unfamiliar diseases that afflicted
Europeans in the Chesapeake and West Indies.
According to historian Erik R. Seeman, when Indians,
Africans, and Europeans encountered one another, they
could not ignore the similarities in their approaches to
death. All of these groups believed in an afterlife to which
the soul or spirit traveled after death. As a result all felt
that corpses—the earthly vessels for the soul or
spirit—should be treated with respect, and all mourned
the dead with commemorative rituals. Seeman argues
that deathways facilitated communication among
peoples otherwise divided by language and custom.
They observed, asked questions about, and sometimes
even participated in their counterparts' rituals. At the
same time, insofar as New World interactions were
largely exploitative, the communication facilitated by
parallel deathways was often used to influence or gain
advantage over one's rivals. In Virginia, for example,
John Smith used his knowledge of Powhatan deathways
to impress the local Indians with his abilities as a healer
as part of his campaign to demonstrate the superiority of
English culture. Likewise, in the 1610-1614 war between
Indians and English, the Powhatans mutilated English
corpses because they knew this act would horrify their
enemies. Told in a series of engrossing narratives, Death
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perspective on the dynamics of cross-cultural encounters
and their larger ramifications in the Atlantic world.
The feelings and thoughts connected with loss, grief,
dying and death have always concerned people. The
author Bob is a specialist in crisis intervention. He has
developed his experience in counselling and a workshop
facilitator over a number of years. This updated selfdirected study workbook will appeal to everyone with a
health and social care interest. It can be used as a standalone module or at your workplace as part of an
assessment programme, or as part of a more formal
training programme at a college or other institution. You
can read it in parts, if this is more convenient for you, or
you can interrupt your reading to do some of the
exercises. There is space for you to keep notes. The
workbook can be used in a very flexible way and covers
a variety of issues from divorce, losing a limb to
bereavement.
Combining the science of emotional trauma with
concrete psychological techniques— including dream
interpretation, journaling, mindfulness exercises, and
meditation—Shulman's frank and empathetic account will
help readers regain their emotional balance by
navigating the passage from profound sorrow to healing
and growth.
African American Grief is a unique contribution to the
field, both as a professional resource for counselors,
therapists, social workers, clergy, and nurses, and as a
reference volume for thanatologists, academics, and
researchers. The classic edition includes a new preface
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changes in society and the field since the book’s initial
publication. This work considers the potential effects of
slavery, racism, and white ignorance and oppression on
the African American experience and conception of
death and grief in America. Based on interviews with 26
African Americans who have faced the death of a
significant person in their lives, the authors document,
describe, and analyze key phenomena of the unique
African American experience of grief. The book
combines moving narratives from the interviewees with
sound research, analysis, and theoretical discussion of
important issues in thanatology, as well as topics such
as the influence of the African American church, gospel
music, family grief, medical racism as a cause of death,
and discrimination during life and after death.
In the course of a long career Colin Murray Parkes, one
of the most important and influential psychiatrists
working in the field of bereavement and loss, has
produced a body of work which can be considered truly
ground-breaking. His early studies involved working
alongside John Bowlby in the development of attachment
theory and led to his pioneering work on the Harvard
Bereavement Project in the USA and at the new St
Christopher's Hospice in Britain. Parkes focussed on two
psychological processes, grief, which is the painful
search for a lost person or object of attachment, and
transition, which is the process of changing the
assumptive world in ways that ensure that nothing
worthwhile need be completely lost. Out of the struggle
to resolve the conflict between holding on and letting go
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and more mature model of the world. These ideas throw
light on a wide range of life change events and have
proved useful to people faced with bereavement,
physical disabilities, dying, disasters and even terrorist
attacks. In recent years he has supported humanitarian
efforts in countries including Rwanda, India and Japan.
Parkes’ career has spanned several decades and
touched countless lives. In The Price of Love, Parkes
presents papers which span the full extent of his career,
covering and linking together our understanding of the
five major areas of his work: - Love and grief; - Crisis,
trauma and transition; - Death and dying; - Disasters; War and terrorism: breaking the cycle. The papers
included here have been carefully selected and
annotated to show how Parkes’ thinking has developed
during a career as researcher, practitioner and educator.
In each section of the book psychological and social
causes are paired with consequences and interventions
(both preventive and therapeutic) and explored from
Western and cross-cultural perspectives, all with
Parkes’ customary clarity and compassion. This unique
collection of papers will prove invaluable to
psychologists, psychiatrists, palliative care staff,
counsellors and students, as well as those studying
international conflict and working with the bereaved.
This volume continues the critical exploration of
fundamental issues in the medieval and early modern
world, here concerning mental health, spirituality,
melancholy, mystical visions, medicine, and well-being.
The contributors, who originally had presented their
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May 2013, explore a wide range of approaches and
materials pertinent to these issues, taking us from the
early Middle Ages to the eighteenth century, capping the
volume with some reflections on the relevance of religion
today. Lapidary sciences matter here as much as
medical-psychological research, combined with literary
and art-historical approaches. The premodern
understanding of mental health is not taken as a
miraculous panacea for modern problems, but the
contributors suggest that medieval and early modern
writers, scientists, and artists commanded a
considerable amount of arcane, sometimes curious and
speculative, knowledge that promises to be of value and
relevance even for us today, once again. Modern
palliative medicine finds, for instance, intriguing parallels
in medieval word magic, and the mystical perspectives
encapsulated highly productive alternative perceptions of
the macrocosm and microcosm that promise to be
insightful and important also for the post-modern world.

A comprehensive review of what is known about the
impact of bereavement on surviving partners.
This study is an exploration of the religious beliefs,
attitudes, traditions and rituals of a British hindu
community, with respect to dying, death and
bereavement. The observations of this community
are compared with material obtained during three
months of fieldwork in India and ethnographic
sources. The primary focus of this study is on
individual Hindus, seen in the context of their family
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perceptions about death, and their reactions to the
changes that take place. It also examines the
process of adaptation and change in the death
rituals and the role of the pandits in maintaining
continuity. The first part of this study sets the
context, introducing the issues confronting Hindus
facing death and bereavement in Britain. It discusses
theoretical issues in a multicultural study as well as
beliefs about death and life after death. In the
second part, Hindu ritual practices around death are
explored, using a model of nine stages from
preparation for death to the final post-mortem and
annual ancestral rituals. The third part explores the
social and psychological dimensions of death, grief
and mourning, the implications of death in hospital
and the professional and bureaucratic issues which
affect Hindu deaths in Britain. The social aspects of
mourning are discussed, with reference to pollution,
the role of the family and community, young people
and widows. Finally, the author examines the
implications of social changes for British Hindus and
for those who are involved with them in the caring
professions.
Food has played a major role in funerary and
memorial practices since the dawn of the human
race. In the ancient Roman world, for example, it
was common practice to build channels from the
tops of graves into the crypts themselves, and
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mourners would regularly pour offerings of food and
Centuries
drink into these conduits to nourish the dead while
they waited for the afterlife. Funeral cookies wrapped
with printed prayers and poems meant to comfort
mourners became popular in Victorian England;
while in China, Japan, and Korea, it is customary to
offer food not only to the bereaved, but to the
deceased, with ritual dishes prepared and served to
the dead. Dying to Eat is the first interdisciplinary
book to examine the role of food in death,
bereavement, and the afterlife. The contributors
explore the phenomenon across cultures and
religions, investigating topics including tombstone
rituals in Buddhism, Catholicism, and Shamanism;
the role of death in the Moroccan approach to food;
and the role of funeral casseroles and church
cookbooks in the Southern United States. This
innovative collection not only offers food for thought
regarding the theories and methods behind these
practices but also provides recipes that allow the
reader to connect to the argument through material
experience. Illuminating how cooking and corpses
both transform and construct social rituals, Dying to
Eat serves as a fascinating exploration of the
foodways of death and bereavement.
Do Funerals Matter? is a creative interweaving of
historical, sociocultural, and research-based
perspectives on death rituals, drawing from myriad
sources to create a picture of what death rituals have
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been; and where, especially in the Western world,
Centuries
they are going. The Classic Edition includes a new
preface from the author reflecting on changes in the
field since the book’s initial publication. Death
educators, researchers, counselors, clergy, funeralservice professionals, and others will appreciate the
book’s theory- and research-based approach to the
ways in which different cultural groups memorialize
their dead. They will also find clear clinical and
practical applications in the author’s exploration of
the five ritual anchors of death-related ceremonial
practice and help for professionals counseling the
bereaved surrounding funerals. Based on nearly four
decades of research and teaching on funeral rites,
this volume promises to fill an important gap in the
cross-cultural literature on bereavement, while
answering an important question for our generation:
Do funerals matter?
This volume is directed towards professionals who
work in the fields concerning death and dying. These
professionals must perceive the needs of people
with cultural patterns which are different from the
"standard and dominant" patterns in the United
States and Canada. Accordingly, the book includes
illustrative episodes and in-depth presentations of
selected "ethnic patterns".; Each of the "ethnic
chapters" is written by an author who shares the
cultural traditions the chapter describes. Other
chapters examine multicultural issues and provide
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the means for personal reflection on death and
Centuries
dying. There are also two bibliographic sections, one
general and one geared towards children. The text is
divided into three sections - Cross-Cultural and
Personal perspectives, Dying, Death, and Grief
Among Selected Ethnic Communities, and
Reflections and Conclusions.; The book is aimed at
those in the fields of clinical psychology, grief
therapy, sociology, nursing, social and health care
work.
"The book is well organized, well detailed, and well
referenced; it is an invaluable sourcebook for
researchers and clinicians working in the area of
bereavement. For those with limited knowledge
about bereavement, this volume provides an
excellent introduction to the field and should be of
use to students as well as to professionals," states
Contemporary Psychology. The Lancet comments
that this book "makes good and compelling reading. .
. . It was mandated to address three questions: what
is known about the health consequences of
bereavement; what further research would be
important and promising; and whether there are
preventive interventions that should either be widely
adopted or further tested to evaluate their efficacy.
The writers have fulfilled this mandate well."
This updated second edition of Working with Loss
and Grief provides a model for practitioners working
with those who are grieving a significant life loss.
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Making clear connections between theory and
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practice, the 'Range of Response to Loss' model
provides a theoretical 'compass' for recognising the
wide variability in reaction to loss and the 'Adult
Attitude to Grief' scale is a tool for 'mapping'
individual grief and its change over time, providing
an individual grief profile. Together these offer a
framework for practitioners to: -listen to stories of
grief told by clients -identify common patterns in grief
-recognize individual difference in grief response
-make assessments -prompt therapeutic dialogue
-guide therapeutic focus and -evaluate outcomes.
This edition includes: a new chapter on 'The RRL
Model and a Pluralistic Approach to Counselling' ;
two new case studies; additional content on
vulnerability; new grief assessment tools and
systems, and the latest research. Dr Linda Machin is
Honorary Research Fellow at Keele University,
having been a Lecturer in Social Work and
Counselling at Keele. She established a counselling
service for the bereaved in North Staffordshire and
continues to work as a researcher and freelance
trainer.
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