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The call to make the world a better place is inherent
in the Christian belief and practice. But why have
efforts to change the world by Christians so often
failed or gone tragically awry? And how might
Christians in the 21st century live in ways that have
integrity with their traditions and are more truly
transformative? In To Change the World, James
Davison Hunter offers persuasive--and
provocative--answers to these questions. Hunter
begins with a penetrating appraisal of the most
popular models of world-changing among Christians
today, highlighting the ways they are inherently
flawed and therefore incapable of generating the
change to which they aspire. Because change
implies power, all Christian eventually embrace
strategies of political engagement. Hunter offers a
trenchant critique of the political theologies of the
Christian Right and Left and the Neo-Anabaptists,
taking on many respected leaders, from Charles
Colson to Jim Wallis and Stanley Hauerwas. Hunter
argues that all too often these political theologies
worsen the very problems they are designed to
solve. What is really needed is a different paradigm
of Christian engagement with the world, one that
Hunter calls "faithful presence"--an ideal of Christian
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practice that is not only individual but institutional; a
model that plays out not only in all relationships but
in our work and all spheres of social life. He offers
real-life examples, large and small, of what can be
accomplished through the practice of "faithful
presence." Such practices will be more fruitful,
Hunter argues, more exemplary, and more deeply
transfiguring than any more overtly ambitious
attempts can ever be. Written with keen insight,
deep faith, and profound historical grasp, To Change
the World will forever change the way Christians
view and talk about their role in the modern world.
Shaping a Christian Worldview presents a collection
of essays that address the key issues facing the
future of Christian higher education. With
contributions from key players in the field, this book
addresses the critical issues for Christian institutions
of various traditions as the new century begins to
leave its indelible mark on education.
A New York Times Notable Book of 2018 “Searingly
passionate…Nixey writes up a storm. Each sentence
is rich, textured, evocative, felt…[A] ballista-bolt of a
book.” —New York Times Book Review In Harran,
the locals refused to convert. They were
dismembered, their limbs hung along the town’s
main street. In Alexandria, zealots pulled the elderly
philosopher-mathematician Hypatia from her chariot
and flayed her to death with shards of broken
pottery. Not long before, their fellow Christians had
Page 2/24

Where To Download How Christianity Changed
The World Alvin J Schmidt
invaded the city’s greatest temple and razed
it—smashing its world-famous statues and destroying
all that was left of Alexandria’s Great Library. Today,
we refer to Christianity’s conquest of the West as a
“triumph.” But this victory entailed an orgy of
destruction in which Jesus’s followers attacked and
suppressed classical culture, helping to pitch
Western civilization into a thousand-year-long
decline. Just one percent of Latin literature would
survive the purge; countless antiquities, artworks,
and ancient traditions were lost forever. As
Catherine Nixey reveals, evidence of early
Christians’ campaign of terror has been hiding in
plain sight: in the palimpsests and shattered statues
proudly displayed in churches and museums the
world over. In The Darkening Age, Nixey resurrects
this lost history, offering a wrenching account of the
rise of Christianity and its terrible cost.
This "fresh, blunt, and highly persuasive account of
how the West was won—for Jesus" (Newsweek) is
now available in paperback. Stark's provocative
report challenges conventional wisdom and finds
that Christianity's astounding dominance of the
Western world arose from its offer of a better, more
secure way of life. "Compelling reading" (Library
Journal) that is sure to "generate spirited argument"
(Publishers Weekly), this account of Christianity's
remarkable growth within the Roman Empire is the
subject of much fanfare. "Anyone who has puzzled
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over Christianity's rise to dominance...must read it."
says Yale University's Wayne A. Meeks, for The
Rise of Christianity makes a compelling case for
startling conclusions. Combining his expertise in
social science with historical evidence, and his
insight into contemporary religion's appeal, Stark
finds that early Christianity attracted the privileged
rather than the poor, that most early converts were
women or marginalized Jews—and ultimately "that
Christianity was a success because it proved those
who joined it with a more appealing, more assuring,
happier, and perhaps longer life" (Andrew M.
Greeley, University of Chicago).
How Christianity Changed the WorldZondervan
First published in 1976, Paul Johnson’s exceptional
study of Christianity has been loved and widely
hailed for its intensive research, writing, and
magnitude—“a tour de force, one of the most
ambitious surveys of the history of Christianity ever
attempted and perhaps the most radical” (New York
Review of Books). In a highly readable companion to
books on faith and history, the scholar and author
Johnson has illuminated the Christian world and its
fascinating history in a way that no other has.
Johnson takes off in the year AD 49 with his
namesake the apostle Paul. Thus beginning an
ambitious quest to paint the centuries since the
founding of a little-known ‘Jesus Sect’, A History of
Christianity explores to a great degree the evolution
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of the Western world. With an unbiased and overall
optimistic tone, Johnson traces the fantastic scope of
the consequent sects of Christianity and the people
who followed them. Information drawn from
extensive and varied sources from around the world
makes this history as credible as it is reliable.
Invaluable understanding of the framework of
modern Christianity—and its trials and tribulations
throughout history—has never before been contained
in such a captivating work.
A list of the one hundred most influential people in
history features descriptions of the careers,
contributions, and accomplishments of the political
and religious leaders, inventors, writers, artists, and
others who changed the course of history.
Simultaneous.
"Fascinating.... Lays a foundation for understanding
human history."—Bill Gates In this "artful, informative,
and delightful" (William H. McNeill, New York Review
of Books) book, Jared Diamond convincingly argues
that geographical and environmental factors shaped
the modern world. Societies that had had a head
start in food production advanced beyond the huntergatherer stage, and then developed religion --as well
as nasty germs and potent weapons of war --and
adventured on sea and land to conquer and
decimate preliterate cultures. A major advance in our
understanding of human societies, Guns, Germs,
and Steel chronicles the way that the modern world
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came to be and stunningly dismantles racially based
theories of human history. Winner of the Pulitzer
Prize, the Phi Beta Kappa Award in Science, the
Rhone-Poulenc Prize, and the Commonwealth club
of California's Gold Medal.
"Setting Christianity in the context of history and
culture, How Christianty Changed the World reveals
the full, radical nature of the Christian faith as a
shaping force." -- From the jacket.
A "marvelous" (Economist) account of how the Christian
Revolution forged the Western imagination. Crucifixion, the
Romans believed, was the worst fate imaginable, a
punishment reserved for slaves. How astonishing it was, then,
that people should have come to believe that one particular
victim of crucifixion-an obscure provincial by the name of
Jesus-was to be worshipped as a god. Dominion explores the
implications of this shocking conviction as they have
reverberated throughout history. Today, the West remains
utterly saturated by Christian assumptions. As Tom Holland
demonstrates, our morals and ethics are not universal but are
instead the fruits of a very distinctive civilization. Concepts
such as secularism, liberalism, science, and homosexuality
are deeply rooted in a Christian seedbed. From Babylon to
the Beatles, Saint Michael to #MeToo, Dominion tells the
story of how Christianity transformed the modern world.
The New York Times bestseller and definitive history of
Christianity for our time—from the award-winning author of
The Reformation and Silence A product of electrifying
scholarship conveyed with commanding skill, Diarmaid
MacCulloch's Christianity goes back to the origins of the
Hebrew Bible and encompasses the globe. It captures the
major turning points in Catholic, Protestant, and Orthodox
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history and fills in often neglected accounts of conversion and
confrontation in Africa, Latin America, and Asia. MacCulloch
introduces us to monks and crusaders, heretics and
reformers, popes and abolitionists, and discover Christianity's
essential role in shaping human history and the intimate lives
of men and women. And he uncovers the roots of the faith
that galvanized America, charting the surprising beliefs of the
founding fathers, the rise of the Evangelical movement and of
Pentecostalism, and the recent crises within the Catholic
Church. Bursting with original insights and a great pleasure to
read, this monumental religious history will not soon be
surpassed.
A fascinating new lens on the history of Christianity asks how
its early vision of beauty evolved into a vision of torture,
restoring the idea of paradise to its rightful place at the center
of Christian thought.
Originally published under title: Seven revolutions: how
Christianity changed the world and can change it again. New
York: Image, 2015.
Western civilization is becoming increasingly
pluralistic,secularized, and biblically illiterate. Many people
todayhave little sense of how their lives have benefited
fromChristianity’s influence, often viewing the church
withhostility or resentment.How Christianity Changed the
World is a topicallyarranged Christian history for Christians
and non-Christians. Grounded in solid research and written in
apopular style, this book is both a helpful apologetic toolin
talking with unbelievers and a source of evidence forwhy
Christianity deserves credit for many of thehumane, social,
scientific, and cultural advances in theWestern world in the
last two thousand years.Photographs, timelines, and charts
enhance eachchapter.This edition features questions for
reflection anddiscussion for each chapter.
The Council of Nicea was not merely clerics in a dark and
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ornate hall. It was brawls in churchyards. It was emperors and
governors fighting to save the empire ... and perhaps salvage
a little fame for themselves. It was political intrigues as the
governments of church and state blended into a volatile
stew.It was the way a fringe group of peace-loving communal
worshipers of a crucified Palestinian prophet conquered the
Roman Empire.
What is the state of Christianity today, and what might it look
like in the future? In the West, the story for a long time has
revolved around decline and the loss of monopoly status, but
how are these shifts changing the practice of Christianity or
individual belief? Similarly, the rapid growth of Christianities in
the Global South has been well reported, but the continuing
complex intersections of mission Christianity with indigenous
religions are less well known. Large-scale flows of people
across increasingly fluid borders mean that not only does
immigration sometimes significantly boost Christian numbers
in a given country, but that different forms of Christianity shift
traditional religious landscapes. How will emerging trends
such as 'reverse mission' from the Global South affect
Christianities in areas more used to sending rather than
receiving missions? As the majority of believers shifts from
the West to the Global South, how will issues such as
homosexuality be played out theologically, politically and
individually? Will new virtual churches manage to create
viable long-term communities? How does new festival
Christianity function in the religious life of an individual? The
divergent and oftentimes contradictory state of Christianity in
the modern world fuels questions about its place and future in
the world: in politics, education and healthcare. This book
brings together cutting edge research on the most recent
changes and trends in Christianity worldwide. Contributors
drawn from the USA, UK and Europe, Africa and East Asia
offer an invaluable breadth of coverage, expertise and
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disciplinary perspective at the intersections between
sociology of religion, theology, politics, education and human
geography.
A New York Times Notable Book of 2020 A Bloomberg Best
Non-Fiction Book of 2020 A Behavioral Scientist Notable
Book of 2020 A Human Behavior & Evolution Society MustRead Popular Evolution Book of 2020 A bold, epic account of
how the co-evolution of psychology and culture created the
peculiar Western mind that has profoundly shaped the
modern world. Perhaps you are WEIRD: raised in a society
that is Western, Educated, Industrialized, Rich, and
Democratic. If so, you’re rather psychologically peculiar.
Unlike much of the world today, and most people who have
ever lived, WEIRD people are highly individualistic, selfobsessed, control-oriented, nonconformist, and analytical.
They focus on themselves—their attributes, accomplishments,
and aspirations—over their relationships and social roles. How
did WEIRD populations become so psychologically distinct?
What role did these psychological differences play in the
industrial revolution and the global expansion of Europe
during the last few centuries? In The WEIRDest People in the
World, Joseph Henrich draws on cutting-edge research in
anthropology, psychology, economics, and evolutionary
biology to explore these questions and more. He illuminates
the origins and evolution of family structures, marriage, and
religion, and the profound impact these cultural
transformations had on human psychology. Mapping these
shifts through ancient history and late antiquity, Henrich
reveals that the most fundamental institutions of kinship and
marriage changed dramatically under pressure from the
Roman Catholic Church. It was these changes that gave rise
to the WEIRD psychology that would coevolve with
impersonal markets, occupational specialization, and free
competition—laying the foundation for the modern world.
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Provocative and engaging in both its broad scope and its
surprising details, The WEIRDest People in the World
explores how culture, institutions, and psychology shape one
another, and explains what this means for both our most
personal sense of who we are as individuals and also the
large-scale social, political, and economic forces that drive
human history. Includes black-and-white illustrations.
Many people today would say that Christianity has done more
harm than good to our world. Sharon James argues,
however, in seeking to love their neighbour and reflect God's
moral character the followers of Jesus have had a largely
positive impact on our society. James takes a number of
areas - education, healthcare, justice, human dignity - and
traces the ways in which these benefits have spread with the
gospel. Chapter Headings: Freedom Religious Liberty Justice
Protecting Life The Dignity of Women Philanthropy
Healthcare Education for All The Creation Mandate and the
Value of Work History: The Triumph of Christ
Using a variety of historical sources and methodological
approaches, this book presents the first large-scale study of
single men and women in the Roman world, from the Roman
Republic to Late Antiquity and covering virtually all periods of
the ancient Mediterranean. It asks how singleness was
defined and for what reasons people might find themselves
unmarried. While marriage was generally favoured by
philosophers and legislators, with the arguments against
largely confined to genres like satire and comedy, the advent
of Christianity brought about a more complex range of
thinking regarding its desirability. Demographic,
archaeological and socio-economic perspectives are
considered, and in particular the relationship of singleness to
the Roman household and family structures. The volume
concludes by introducing a number of comparative
perspectives, drawn from the early Islamic world and from
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other parts of Europe down to and including the nineteenth
century, in order to highlight possibilities for the Roman world.
Most Christians already know that they should be telling their
friends about Jesus. But they have been poorly equipped with
methods that are no longer effective in today's post-Christian
world. As a result, many people become frustrated, blame
themselves, and simply give up. Evangelism in a Skeptical
World is a textbook on evangelism that is ideal for the church
or the classroom to equip Christians with the principles and
skills they need to tell the unbelievable news about Jesus to
friends in a skeptical world. Many of the older principles and
methods of evangelism in the twentieth century no longer
work effectively today. In a post-Christian, post-churched,
post-reached world we need new methods to communicate
the timeless message of the gospel in culturally relevant
ways. Dr. Chan combines the theological and biblical insights
of classic evangelistic training with the latest insights from
missiology on contextualization, cultural hermeneutics, and
storytelling. Every chapter is illustrated with real-world
examples drawn from over fifteen years of evangelistic
ministry. These are methods that really work - with university
students, urban workers, and high school students - getting
past the defensive posture that people have toward
Christianity so they can seriously consider the claims of Jesus
Christ. Field-tested and filled with unique, fresh, and creative
insights, this book will equip you to share the gospel in
today's world and help as many people as possible hear the
good news about Jesus.
Mark Noll has written a major indictment of American
evangelicalism. Reading this book, one wonders if the
evangelical movement has pandered so much to American
culture and tried to be so popular only to lose not only it's
mind but it's soul as well. For evangelical pastors and
parishoners alike, this is a must read! --Robert Wuthnow.
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A Stirring Account of Christianity's Power for Good In a day
when Christians are often attacked for their beliefs, professor
and speaker Jeremiah Johnston offers an inspiring look at the
positive influence of Christianity, both historically and today.
In Unimaginable, you'll discover the far-reaching ways that
Christianity is good for the world--and has been since the first
century AD--including: · How the plights of women and
children in society were forever changed by Jesus · Why
democracy and our education and legal systems owe much to
Christianity · How early believers demonstrated the inherent
value of human life by caring for the sick, handicapped, and
dying · How Christians today are extending God's kingdom
through charities, social justice efforts, and other profound
ways Like It's a Wonderful Life, the classic film that showed
George Bailey how different Bedford Falls would be without
his presence, Unimaginable guides readers through the halls
of history to see how Jesus' teachings dramatically changed
the world and continue to be the most powerful force for good
today. This provocative and enlightening book is sure to
encourage believers and challenge doubters.
Combining history, politics, and religion, Mike Aquilina and
Jim Papandrea provide practical lessons to be learned from
the struggles of the Early Church, lessons that can be applied
to the day-to-day lives of Christian readers. Prolonged,
multiple wars in the Middle East. Waves of immigrants
crossing the borders. Ongoing economic recession.
Increasing political polarization, often with religious overtones.
Conflicts over ideologies that pit the progressive against the
traditional. Sound familiar? These conditions not only
describe the United States, but the situation of the Roman
Empire in the third century. That situation led to religious
persecution and the eventual collapse of the empire. In the
middle of the third century, the Roman Empire was roughly
the same age as the United States is now. In this book,
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authors Mike Aquilina and Jim Papandrea examine the
practices of the Early Church—a body of Christians living in
Rome—and show how the lessons learned from these ancient
Christians can apply to Christians living in the United States
today. The book moves from the Christian individual, to the
family, the church and the world, explaining how the situation
of the Early Church is not only familiar to modern Christian
readers, but that its values are still relevant
In recent years, the role of religion in influencing international
health policy and health services provision has been seen as
increasingly important. This book provides a social history of
the relationship between religion and America's international
health policy and practice from the latter 19th century to the
present. The book demonstrates that the fields of religion and
public health have distinct moral frameworks, each with their
own rationales, assumptions, and motivations. While these
two frameworks share significant synergies, substantial
tensions also exist, which are negotiated in political contexts.
The book traces the origins of religion’s influence on public
health to the Progressive Era in the latter half of the 19th
century, examines tensions that arose in the first half of the
20th century, describes the divorce between religion and
international health from the 1940s through the 1980s,
identifies the sources of the renewed interest in the
relationship between religion and international health, and
anticipates the future contours of religion and international
health in light of contemporary political and economic
forces.While the influence of religion on international health
practice and policy in the United States serves as the focus of
the book, the effects of US policies on international health
policies in general are also explored in depth, especially in
the book’s later chapters. This ambitious study of religion’s
social history in the United States over the last 150 years will
be of interest to researchers in global health, politics, religion
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and development studies.
The rise of Christianity during the first four centuries of the
common era was the pivotal development in Western history
and profoundly influenced the later direction of all world
history. Yet, for all that has been written on early Christian
history, the primary sources for this history are widely
scattered, difficult to find, and generally unknown to lay
persons and to historians not specially trained in the field. In
Christianity and the Roman Empire Ralph Novak interweaves
these primary sources with a narrative text and constructs a
single continuous account of these crucial centuries. The
primary sources are selected to emphasize the manner in
which the government and the people of the Roman Empire
perceived Christians socially and politically; the ways in which
these perceptions influenced the treatment of Christians
within the Roman Empire; and the manner in which Christians
established their political and religious dominance of the
Roman Empire after Constantine the Great came to power in
the early fourth century CE. Ralph Martin Novak holds a
Masters Degree in Roman History from the University of
Chicago. For: Undergraduates; seminarians; general
audiences
In the year 2000--and beyond--what will the church be like?
What challenges will it face? Will the church be able to
provide a strong sense of community? Will it be an ethical
force in the lives of Americans? And what role will religion
play in politics and in the marketplace? In Christianity in the
21st Century Robert Wuthnow reflects on these provocative
questions as he seeks to identify changes that are taking
place now in American society that churches must address if
they are to remain vital in the future. He foresees five critical
areas--institutional, ethical, doctrinal, political, and cultural--in
which major challenges will arise, then meets the thorny
issues head-on. How will churches' resource bases, their very
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identity, and their capacity to carry on their spiritual traditions
be altered? till they continue to function as sources of caring
in a needy world? What impact will the resurgence of
fundamentalism have, and how will moderate and liberal
congregations react? How will the political activities of
churches influence their capacity to be heard in the public
arena, and what will the impact be of pluralism and the
prevailing materialism of our society? Drawing on a wide
range of first-hand observations and research, Wuthnow
demontrates that in each of these five areas people of faith
have strong reasons to enter the next century with confidence
in their religious institutions. But he also highlights worrisome
signs, and points to specific areas that need to be addressed
to ensure the continuing vitality for Christianity in
America--not least among these are the rampant
individualism that erodes spiritual communities and the
religious infighting that diminishes the Christian sense of
unity. The onset of a new millennium affords a historic
opportunity to take stock of the present situation and to plan
for the future--in the years ahead, much reflection is likely to
occur about all our major institutions. Christianity in the 21st
Century aims to contribute to those reflections by offering a
sobering, realistic, and ultimately hopeful assessment of
where the church is now, and where the church is headed.
This 50th-anniversary edition, with a new foreword by the
distinguished historian Martin E. Marty, who regards this book
as one of the most vital books of our time, as well as an
introduction by the author never before included in the book,
and a new preface by James Gustafson, the premier
Christian ethicist who is considered Niebuhr’s contemporary
successor, poses the challenge of being true to Christ in a
materialistic age to an entirely new generation of Christian
readers.
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“[A] panoramic view of early Christianity as it
developed against the backdrop of the Roman
Empire of the fourth century” (Publishers Weekly).
The story of Jesus is well known, as is the story of
Christian persecutions during the Roman Empire.
The history of fervent debate, civil strife, and bloody
riots within the Christian community as it was coming
into being, however, is a side of ancient history
rarely described. Richard E. Rubenstein takes the
reader to the streets of the Roman Empire during the
fourth century, when a fateful debate over the divinity
of Jesus Christ is being fought. Ruled by a Christian
emperor, followers of Jesus no longer fear for the
survival of their monotheistic faith. But soon, they
break into two camps regarding the direction of their
worship: Is Jesus the son of God and therefore not
the same as God? Or is Jesus precisely God on
earth and therefore equal to Him? The vicious
debate is led by two charismatic priests. Arius, an
Alexandrian priest and poet, preaches that Jesus,
though holy, is less than God. Athanasius, a brilliant
and violent bishop, sees any diminution of Jesus’s
godhead as the work of the devil. Between them
stands Alexander, the powerful Bishop of Alexandria,
who must find a resolution that will keep the empire
united and the Christian faith alive. With thorough
historical, religious, and social research, Rubenstein
vividly recreates one of the most critical moments in
the history of religion. “A splendidly dramatic story . .
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. Rubenstein has turned one of the great fights of
history into an engrossing story.” —Jack Miles, The
Boston Globe; author of God: A Biography
Early Christian World presents an exhaustive,
erudite and lavishly illustrated treatment of how the
small movement which formed around Jesus in
Galilee became the pre-eminent religion of the
ancient world. The work begins by firmly situating
early Christianity within its Mediterranean social,
political and religious contexts, before charting the
history of the first Christian centuries. The creation
and perpetuation of Christian communities through
various means, including mission and monasticism,
is explored, as is the everyday experience of early
Christians, through discussion of gender and
sexuality, religious practice, communication and
social structures. The intellectual (particularly
theological) and artistic heritage of the period is fully
considered, and a vivid picture painted of the internal
and external challenges faced by early Christianity.
The book concludes with profiles of the most notable
figures of the age. Comprehensive and accessible,
Early Christian World provides up-to-date coverage
of the most important topics in the study of early
Christianity, together with an invaluable collection of
visual material. It will be an indispensable resource
for anyone studying this period
In The Abolition of Man, C.S. Lewis, sets out to
persuade his audience of the importance and
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relevance of universal values such as courage and
honor in contemporary society. Both astonishing and
prophetic, The Abolition of Man is one of the most
debated of Lewis's extraordinary works. National
Review chose it as number seven on their "100 Best
Nonfiction Books of the Twentieth Century."
Bakke paints a fascinating picture of children's first
real emergence as people against a backdrop of the
ancient world.Using theological and social history
research, Bakke compares Greco-Roman and
Christian attitudes toward abortion and child
prostitution, pedagogy and moral upbringing, and the
involvement of children in liturgy and church life. He
also assesses Christian attitudes toward children in
the church's developing doctrinal
commitments.Today, growing numbers of children
are impoverished, exploited, abandoned, orphaned,
or killed. Bakke's insightful work begins to untangle
the roots of their complex plight.
The “marvelous” (Reza Aslan, bestselling author of
Zealot), New York Times bestselling story of how
Christianity became the dominant religion in the
West. How did a religion whose first believers were
twenty or so illiterate day laborers in a remote part of
the empire became the official religion of Rome,
converting some thirty million people in just four
centuries? In The Triumph of Christianity, early
Christian historian Bart D. Ehrman weaves the
rigorously-researched answer to this question “into a
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vivid, nuanced, and enormously readable narrative”
(Elaine Pagels, National Book Award-winning author
of The Gnostic Gospels), showing how a handful of
charismatic characters used a brilliant social strategy
and an irresistible message to win over hearts and
minds one at a time. This “humane, thoughtful and
intelligent” book (The New York Times Book
Review) upends the way we think about the single
most important cultural transformation our world has
ever seen—one that revolutionized art, music,
literature, philosophy, ethics, economics, and law.
Many books have been written about the success of
the West, analyzing why Europe was able to pull
ahead of the rest of the world by the end of the
Middle Ages. The most common explanations cite
the West’s superior geography, commerce, and
technology. Completely overlooked is the fact that
faith in reason, rooted in Christianity’s commitment
to rational theology, made all these developments
possible. Simply put, the conventional wisdom that
Western success depended upon overcoming
religious barriers to progress is utter nonsense.In
The Victory of Reason, Rodney Stark advances a
revolutionary, controversial, and long overdue idea:
that Christianity and its related institutions are, in
fact, directly responsible for the most significant
intellectual, political, scientific, and economic
breakthroughs of the past millennium. In Stark’s
view, what has propelled the West is not the tension
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between secular and nonsecular society, nor the
pitting of science and the humanities against
religious belief. Christian theology, Stark asserts, is
the very font of reason: While the world’s other great
belief systems emphasized mystery, obedience, or
introspection, Christianity alone embraced logic and
reason as the path toward enlightenment, freedom,
and progress. That is what made all the difference.In
explaining the West’s dominance, Stark
convincingly debunks long-accepted “truths.” For
instance, by contending that capitalism thrived
centuries before there was a Protestant work
ethic–or even Protestants–he counters the notion
that the Protestant work ethic was responsible for
kicking capitalism into overdrive. In the fifth century,
Stark notes, Saint Augustine celebrated theological
and material progress and the institution of
“exuberant invention.” By contrast, long before
Augustine, Aristotle had condemned commercial
trade as “inconsistent with human virtue”–which
helps further underscore that Augustine’s times
were not the Dark Ages but the incubator for the
West’s future glories. This is a sweeping,
multifaceted survey that takes readers from the Old
World to the New, from the past to the present,
overturning along the way not only centuries of
prejudiced scholarship but the antireligious bias of
our own time. The Victory of Reason proves that
what we most admire about our world–scientific
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progress, democratic rule, free commerce–is largely
due to Christianity, through which we are all
inheritors of this grand tradition.
"Magisterial. . . . A learned, brilliant and enjoyable
study."—Géza Vermès, Times Literary Supplement In
this exciting book, Paula Fredriksen explains the
variety of New Testament images of Jesus by
exploring the ways that the new Christian
communities interpreted his mission and message in
light of the delay of the Kingdom he had preached.
This edition includes an introduction reviews the
most recent scholarship on Jesus and its
implications for both history and theology. "Brilliant
and lucidly written, full of original and fascinating
insights."—Reginald H. Fuller, Journal of the
American Academy of Religion "This is a first-rate
work of a first-rate historian."—James D. Tabor,
Journal of Religion "Fredriksen confronts her
documents—principally the writings of the New
Testament—as an archaeologist would an especially
rich complex site. With great care she distinguishes
the literary images from historical fact. As she does
so, she explains the images of Jesus in terms of the
strategies and purposes of the writers Paul,
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John."—Thomas
D’Evelyn, Christian Science Monitor
Introduces young readers to Catholic beliefs as
expressed in the Catechism of the Catholic Church.
Describes the first 1,000 years of Christian history,
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from the early practices and beliefs through the
conversion of Constantine as well as documenting
its growth to communities in Ethiopia, Armenia,
Central Asia, India and China.
We live in a cynical age in which only one prejudice
is tolerated--anti-Christian bigotry. Yet despite the
unbridled slanders and attacks against the faith, one
powerful truth is undeniable: if Christ had never been
born, nearly every facet of human life would be much
more miserable than it is today. Arranged topically
and presenting compelling, little-known historical
facts, What If Jesus Had Never Been Born? clearly
demonstrates that an enormous array of benefits to
humankind--from economics to art to government,
science to civil liberties, morality to health, and
beyond--would never have occurred had Jesus
Christ not lived.
Exploring how Christianity became a world religion,
this brief history examines Christian missions and
their relationship to the current globalization of
Christianity. A short and enlightening history of
Christian missions: a phenomenon that many say
reflects the single most important intercultural
movement over a sustained period of human history
Offers a thematic overview that takes into account
the political, cultural, social, and theological issues
Discusses the significance of missions to the
globalization of Christianity, and broadens our
understanding of Christianity as a multicultural world
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religion Helps Western audiences understand the
meaning of mission as a historical process Contains
several new maps that illustrate demographic shifts
in world Christianity
Christianity has infused western culture over the past
2,000 years to an extraordinary degree. This book
looks at the most important ways this infusion has
manifested itself. The book covers eight subject
areas: culture and thought, the arts, the landscape,
education for the individual, society, and the world, a
way of life, changing the world, and what will
Christianity do for us? Written in a light and engaging
style with wonderful full color illustrations throughout,
this book is a fascinating exploration of our cultural
and religious heritage.
Can the church regain its cultural influence? The
church in America is losing ground. Unfortunately,
our efforts to reverse this trend often seem to do
more harm than good. In Joy for the World, Greg
Forster explains how the church lost its cultureshaping voice and what Christians can do to turn
things around. This book teaches us that the key to
cultural transformation is something that we might
not expect: explosive, Spirit-produced joy in God and
his gospel.
Ideas have consequences, sometimes far-reaching
and world-changing. The Christian faith contains
many volatile truths that challenged--and continue to
challenge--the cultural and religious status quo of the
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world. This biblical, historical, and philosophical
exploration of some of Christianity's most
transformational ideas offers a unique look at how
the world changed when Christ and his followers
came on the scene. These ideas include the
resurrection Jesus as God incarnate creation out of
nothing the compatibility of faith and reason
justification by grace through faith humankind in
God's image the greater good of suffering Pastors,
students, and thoughtful Christians will be
strengthened to face contemporary challenges to
these truths and will find the confidence to impact
their world for Christ.
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