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Into Thin Air A Personal Account Of
The Everest Disaster
A thrilling chronicle of the tragedy-ridden history of
climbing the world's most difficult and unpredictable
mountain, by the bestselling authors of The Mountain
and No Shortcuts to the Top “Gripping . . . reveals a
good deal about the rarefied noble-gonzo world of highaltitude mountaineering.”—The New York Times Ed
Viesturs, one of the world's premier high-altitude
mountaineers, explores the remarkable history of K2 and
of those who have attempted to conquer it. At the same
time, he probes the mountain's most memorable sagas
in order to illustrate lessons about the fundamental
questions mountaineering raises—questions of risk,
ambition, loyalty to one's teammates, self-sacrifice, and
the price of glory. Viesturs knows the mountain firsthand.
He and renowned alpinist Scott Fischer climbed it in
1992 and got caught in an avalanche that sent them
sliding to almost certain death before Ed managed to get
into a self-arrest position with his ice ax and stop both his
fall and Scott's. Focusing on seven of the mountain's
most dramatic campaigns, from his own troubled ascent
to the 2008 tragedy, Viesturs crafts an edge-of-your-seat
narrative that climbers and armchair travelers alike will
find unforgettably compelling. With photographs from
Viesturs's personal collection and from historical
sources, this is the definitive account of the world's
ultimate mountain, and of the lessons that can be
gleaned from struggling toward its elusive summit.
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Jon Krakauer's acclaimed account of a disastrous
expedition on Mt Everest This is the true story of a
24-hour period on Everest, when members of three
separate expeditions were caught in a storm and faced a
battle against hurricane-force winds, exposure, and the
effects of altitude, which ended the worst single-season
death toll in the peak's history. In March 1996, Outside
magazine sent veteran journalist and seasoned climber
Jon Krakauer on an expedition led by celebrated Everest
guide Rob Hall. Despite the expertise of Hall and the
other leaders, by the end of summit day eight people
were dead. Krakauer's book is at once the story of the illfated adventure and an analysis of the factors leading up
to its tragic end. Written within months of the events it
chronicles, Into Thin Air clearly evokes the majestic
Everest landscape. As the journey up the mountain
progresses, Krakauer puts it in context by recalling the
triumphs and perils of other Everest trips throughout
history. The author's own anguish over what happened
on the mountain is palpable as he leads readers to
ponder timeless questions.
Den første enmandssejlads jorden rundt i årene
1895-1898
The 25th Anniversary ebook, now with more than 50
images. 'Touching the Void' is the tale of two
mountaineer’s harrowing ordeal in the Peruvian Andes.
In the summer of 1985, two young, headstrong
mountaineers set off to conquer an unclimbed route.
They had triumphantly reached the summit, when a
horrific accident mid-descent forced one friend to leave
another for dead. Ambition, morality, fear and
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camaraderie are explored in this electronic edition of the
mountaineering classic, with never before seen colour
photographs taken during the trip itself.
Everest, the major motion picture from Universal
Pictures, is set for wide release on September 18, 2015.
Read The Climb, Anatoli Boukreev (portrayed by Ingvar
Sigurðsson in the film) and G. Weston DeWalt’s
compelling account of those fateful events on Everest. In
May 1996 three expeditions attempted to climb Mount
Everest on the Southeast Ridge route pioneered by Sir
Edmund Hillary and Tenzing Norgay in 1953. Crowded
conditions slowed their progress. Late in the day twentythree men and women-including expedition leaders Scott
Fischer and Rob Hall-were caught in a ferocious
blizzard. Disoriented and out of oxygen, climbers
struggled to find their way down the mountain as
darkness approached. Alone and climbing blind, Anatoli
Boukreev brought climbers back from the edge of certain
death. This new edition includes a transcript of the
Mountain Madness expedition debriefing recorded five
days after the tragedy, as well as G. Weston DeWalt's
response to Into Thin Air author Jon Krakauer.
“Stories that both dazzle and edify… This book is not just
about life, but about discovery itself. It is about error and
hubris, but also about wonder and the reach of science.”
—Siddhartha Mukherjee, New York Times Book Review
We all assume we know what life is, but the more
scientists learn about the living world—from protocells to
brains, from zygotes to pandemic viruses—the harder
they find it is to locate life’s edge. Carl Zimmer
investigates one of the biggest questions of all: What is
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life? The answer seems obvious until you try to seriously
answer it. Is the apple sitting on your kitchen counter
alive, or is only the apple tree it came from deserving of
the word? If we can’t answer that question here on
earth, how will we know when and if we discover alien
life on other worlds? The question hangs over some of
society’s most charged conflicts—whether a fertilized egg
is a living person, for example, and when we ought to
declare a person legally dead. Life's Edge is an utterly
fascinating investigation that no one but one of the most
celebrated science writers of our generation could craft.
Zimmer journeys through the strange experiments that
have attempted to re-create life. Literally hundreds of
definitions of what that should look like now exist, but
none has yet emerged as an obvious winner. Lists of
what living things have in common do not add up to a
theory of life. It's never clear why some items on the list
are essential and others not. Coronaviruses have altered
the course of history, and yet many scientists maintain
they are not alive. Chemists are creating droplets that
can swarm, sense their environment, and multiply. Have
they made life in the lab? Whether he is handling
pythons in Alabama or searching for hibernating bats in
the Adirondacks, Zimmer revels in astounding examples
of life at its most bizarre. He tries his own hand at
evolving life in a test tube with unnerving results.
Charting the obsession with Dr. Frankenstein's monster
and how Coleridge came to believe the whole universe
was alive, Zimmer leads us all the way into the labs and
minds of researchers working on engineering life from
the ground up.
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Jon Krakauer's Into Thin Air is the true story of a 24-hour
period on Everest, when members of three separate
expeditions were caught in a storm and faced a battle
against hurricane-force winds, exposure, and the effects
of altitude, which ended in the worst single-season death
toll in the peak's history. In March 1996, Outside
magazine sent veteran journalist and seasoned climber
Jon Krakauer on an expedition led by celebrated Everest
guide Rob Hall. Despite the expertise of Hall and the
other leaders, by the end of summit day, eight people
were dead. Krakauer's book is at once the story of the illfated adventure and an analysis of the factors leading up
to its tragic end. Written within months of the events it
chronicles, Into Thin Air clearly evokes the majestic
Everest landscape. As the journey up the mountain
progresses, Krakauer puts it in context by recalling the
triumphs and perils of other Everest trips throughout
history. The author's own anguish over what happened
on the mountain is palpable as he leads readers to
ponder timeless questions. One of the inspirations for the
major motion picture Everest, starring Jake Gyllenhaal
and Keira Knightley.
Greg Mortenson, the bestselling author of Three Cups of
Tea, is a man who has built a global reputation as a
selfless humanitarian and children’s crusader, and he’s
been nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize. But, as
bestselling author Jon Krakauer demonstrates in this
extensively researched and penetrating book, he is not
all that he appears to be. Based on wide-ranging
interviews with former employees, board members, and
others who have intimate knowledge of Mortenson and
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his charity, the Central Asia Institute, Three Cups of
Deceit uncovers multiple layers of deception behind
Mortenson’s public image. Was his crusade really
inspired by a desire to repay the kindness of villagers
who nursed him back to health when he became lost on
his descent down K2? Was he abducted and held for
eight days by the Taliban? Has his charity built all of the
schools that he has claimed? This book is a passionately
argued plea for the truth, and a tragic tale of good
intentions gone very wrong. 100% of Jon Krakauer’s
proceeds from the sale of Three Cups of Deceit will be
donated to the “Stop Girl Trafficking” project at the
American Himalayan Foundation (www.himalayanfoundation.org/live/project/stopgirltrafficking).
Krakauer’s page-turning bestseller explores a famed missing
person mystery while unraveling the larger riddles it holds: the
profound pull of the American wilderness on our imagination;
the allure of high-risk activities to young men of a certain cast
of mind; the complex, charged bond between fathers and
sons. "Terrifying... Eloquent... A heart-rending drama of
human yearning." —New York Times In April 1992 a young
man from a well-to-do family hitchhiked to Alaska and walked
alone into the wilderness north of Mt. McKinley. He had given
$25,000 in savings to charity, abandoned his car and most of
his possessions, burned all the cash in his wallet, and
invented a new life for himself. Four months later, his
decomposed body was found by a moose hunter. How
Christopher Johnson McCandless came to die is the
unforgettable story of Into the Wild. Immediately after
graduating from college in 1991, McCandless had roamed
through the West and Southwest on a vision quest like those
made by his heroes Jack London and John Muir. In the
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Mojave Desert he abandoned his car, stripped it of its license
plates, and burned all of his cash. He would give himself a
new name, Alexander Supertramp, and, unencumbered by
money and belongings, he would be free to wallow in the raw,
unfiltered experiences that nature presented. Craving a blank
spot on the map, McCandless simply threw the maps away.
Leaving behind his desperate parents and sister, he vanished
into the wild. Jon Krakauer constructs a clarifying prism
through which he reassembles the disquieting facts of
McCandless's short life. Admitting an interst that borders on
obsession, he searches for the clues to the drives and
desires that propelled McCandless. When McCandless's
innocent mistakes turn out to be irreversible and fatal, he
becomes the stuff of tabloid headlines and is dismissed for
his naiveté, pretensions, and hubris. He is said to have had a
death wish but wanting to die is a very different thing from
being compelled to look over the edge. Krakauer brings
McCandless's uncompromising pilgrimage out of the
shadows, and the peril, adversity, and renunciation sought by
this enigmatic young man are illuminated with a rare
understanding--and not an ounce of sentimentality.
Mesmerizing, heartbreaking, Into the Wild is a tour de force.
The power and luminosity of Jon Krakauer's stoytelling blaze
through every page.
This is a Summary of Jon Krakauer's Into Thin Air: A
Personal Account of the Mt. Everest Disaster By writing Into
Thin Air, Krakauer may have hoped to exorcise some of his
own demons and lay to rest some of the painful questions
that still surround the event. He takes great pains to provide a
balanced picture of the people and events he witnessed and
gives due credit to the tireless and dedicated Sherpas. He
also avoids blasting easy targets such as Sandy Pittman, the
wealthy socialite who brought an espresso maker along on
the expedition. Krakauer's highly personal inquiry into the
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catastrophe provides a great deal of insight into what went
wrong. But for Krakauer himself, further interviews and
investigations only lead him to the conclusion that his
perceived failures were directly responsible for a fellow
climber's death. Clearly, Krakauer remains haunted by the
disaster, and although he relates a number of incidents in
which he acted selflessly and even heroically, he seems
unable to view those instances objectively. In the end, despite
his evenhanded and even generous assessment of others'
actions, he reserves a full measure of vitriol for himself. When
Jon Krakauer reached the summit of Mt. Everest in the early
afternoon of May 10,1996, he hadn't slept in fifty-seven hours
and was reeling from the brain-altering effects of oxygen
depletion. As he turned to begin the perilous descent from
29,028 feet (roughly the cruising altitude of an Airbus jetliner),
twenty other climbers were still pushing doggedly to the top,
unaware that the sky had begun to roil with clouds... Into Thin
Air is the definitive account of the deadliest season in the
history of Everest by the acclaimed Outside journalist and
author of the bestselling Into the Wild. Taking the reader step
by step from Katmandu to the mountain's deadly pinnacle,
Krakauer has his readers shaking on the edge of their seat.
Beyond the terrors of this account, however, he also peers
deeply into the myth of the world's tallest mountain. What is is
about Everest that has compelled so many people--including
himself--to throw caution to the wind, ignore the concerns of
loved ones, and willingly subject themselves to such risk,
hardship, and expense? Written with emotional clarity and
supported by his unimpeachable reporting, Krakauer's
eyewitness account of what happened on the roof of the
world is a singular achievement. In 1999, Krakauer received
an Academy Award in Literature from the American Academy
of Arts and Letters--a prestigious prize intended "to honor
writers of exceptional accomplishment." According to the
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Academy's citation, "Krakauer combines the tenacity and
courage of the finest tradition of investigative journalism with
the stylish subtlety and profound insight of the born writer. His
account of an ascent of Mount Everest has led to a general
reevaluation of climbing and of the commercialization of what
was once a romantic, solitary sport; while his account of the
life and death of Christopher McCandless, who died of
starvation after challenging the Alaskan wilderness, delves
even more deeply and disturbingly into the fascination of
nature and the devastating effects of its lure on a young and
curious mind." Available in a variety of formats, this summary
is aimed for those who want to capture the gist of the book
but don't have the current time to devour all 368 pages. You
get the main summary along with all of the benefits and
lessons the actual book has to offer. This summary is
intended to be used with reference to the original book.
Tyrone Power was as versatile in life as he was on the
screen. He was several men, and during the creation of this
book I have been fortunate in having the other principal 'lead"
in each of these lives as an active partner, coming very close
at times to the point of collaboration. He was the last idol
created by the vast star-making machine, Twentieth Century
Fox. Coming from a family of multi-generational actors,
Tyrone Power broke the proverbial mold. His on-screen
charisma in the 30's and 40's propelled him to the forefront of
the "must have" actors. His on-screen accomplishments were
many yet he did not hesitate to enter the military when his
country went to war. After the war, he continued in his career
but the years took their toll. A fascinating look behind the
scenes of Hollywood of the 30's and 40's and the impact of
the times on a great actor.
An inspiring biography chronicles the life and adventures of
renowned mountaineer Scott Fischer, from his climbing
excursions on mountains around the world to the ill-fated
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1996 expedition to Mount Everest in which he and seven
others perished. Reprint.
No one writes about mountaineering and its attendant
hardships and victories more brilliantly than critically
acclaimed author Jon Krakauer. In this collection of his finest
work from such magazines as Outside and Smithsonian, he
explores the subject from the unique and memorable
perspective of one who has battled peaks like K2, Denali,
Everest, and, of course, the Eiger. Always with a keen eye,
an open heart, and a hunger for the ultimate experience, he
gives us unerring portraits of the mountaineering experience.
Yet Eiger Dreams is more about people than about rock and
ice—people with that odd, sometimes maniacal obsession with
mountain summits that sets them apart from other men and
women. Here we meet Adrian the Romanian, determined to
be the first of his countrymen to solo Denali; John Gill, climber
not of great mountains but of house-sized boulders so difficult
to surmount that even demanding alpine climbs seem easy;
and many more compelling and colorful characters. In the
most intimate piece, “The Devils Thumb,” Krakauer recounts
his own near-fatal, ultimately triumphant struggle with solomadness as he scales Alaska's Devils Thumb. Eiger Dreams
is stirring, vivid writing about one of the most compelling and
dangerous of all human pursuits.
A New York Times Editor's Choice 1924. George Mallory is
arguably the last great British explorer, having twice tried—and
failed—to conquer Mount Everest. The mountain has haunted
him, but his attempts have captivated the hearts of a nation
desperate to restore its former glory after World War I. Yet
George has sworn to his wife, Ruth, that he will not mount a
third attempt. He will remain with her and their three children
instead of again challenging the unreachable peak. Then, one
afternoon, Ruth reads a telegram addressed to George:
“Glad to have you aboard again.” And with this one
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sentence, the lives of the Mallorys, and the face of the nation,
are irrevocably changed. A beautifully rendered story about
the need for redemption and the quest for glory, Above All
Things is a captivating blend of historical fact and imaginative
fiction. It is a heartbreaking tale of obsession, sacrifice, and
what we do for love and honor.
In the tradition of Jon Krakauer’s Into Thin Air, Nick Heil
recounts the harrowing story of the deadly and controversial
2006 climbing season on Everest. In early May 2006, a young
British climber named David Sharp lay dying near the top of
Mount Everest while forty other climbers walked past him on
their way to the summit. A week later, Lincoln Hall, a
seasoned Australian climber, was left for dead near the same
spot. Hall’s death was reported around the world, but the
next day he was found alive after spending the night on the
upper mountain with no food and no shelter. If David Sharp’s
death was shocking, it was not singular: despite unusually
good weather, ten others died attempting to reach the summit
that year. In this meticulous inquiry into what went wrong,
Nick Heil tells the full story of the deadliest year on Everest
since the infamous season of 1996. He introduces Russell
Brice, the outfitter who has done more than anyone to provide
access to the summit via the mountain’s north side–and who
some believe was partially responsible for Sharp’s death. As
more climbers attempt the summit each year, Heil shows how
increasingly risky expeditions and unscrupulous outfitters
threaten to turn Everest into a deadly circus. Written by an
experienced climber and outdoor writer, Dark Summit is both
a riveting account of a notorious climbing season and a
troubling investigation into whether the pursuit of the ultimate
mountaineering prize has spiralled out of control.
LONGLISTED FOR THE WILLIAM HILL SPORTS BOOK OF
THE YEAR AWARD 2021 LONGLISTED FOR THE RSL
ONDAATJE PRIZE 2021 'Inspiring' The Guardian 'Excellent'
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Runner's World 'Fascinating' Publishers Weekly 'Brilliant' Ed
Vaizey 'Through reading this book you will come to
understand that the heart and soul of running are to be found
in Ethiopia.' Haile Gebrselassie 'Engaging, warm and
humane... A delight' TLS 'Full of wonderful insights and
lessons from a world where the ability to run is viewed as
something almost mysterious and magical.' Adharanand Finn,
author of Running with the Kenyans 'Ethiopia is a place
where I have been told that energy is controlled by angels
and demons and where witchdoctors can help you to acquire
another runner's power. It is a place where an anonymous
runner in the forest told me, miming an imaginary scoreboard
and with a completely straight face, that he had dreamt that
he would run 10km in 25 minutes. It is a place where they tell
me that the air at Mount Entoto will transform me into a 2.08
marathon runner. It is a place, in short, of wisdom and magic,
where dreaming is still very much alive.' Why does it make
sense to Ethiopian runners to get up at 3am to run up and
down a hill? Who would choose to train on almost impossibly
steep and rocky terrain, in hyena territory? And how come
Ethiopian men hold six of the top ten fastest marathon times
ever? Michael Crawley spent fifteen months in Ethiopia
training alongside (and sometimes a fair way behind) runners
at all levels of the sport, from night watchmen hoping to
change their lives to world class marathon runners, in order to
answer these questions. Follow him into the forest as he
attempts to keep up and get to the heart of their success.

When the daughter of an amusement-park owner goes
missing, it’s anything but fun and games in this Hardy
Boys adventure—a new take on the classic series. Daisy
Rodriguez is missing. Just like that, gone without a trace.
Her father, Hector Rodriguez—owner of Funspot,
Bayport’s local amusement park—is frantic. He feels
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he’s to blame, since Funspot was recently the location
of another disappearance. Could Daisy’s vanishing be
somehow connected? Joe and Frank Hardy figured out
the first Funspot mystery and are up to their necks in this
one, too. Daisy doesn’t seem to have an enemy in the
world; no one has a bad word to say about her. So who
in Bayport wants this girl gone?
These transcendent, lyrical essays on the West
announced Gretel Ehrlich as a major American
writer—“Wyoming has found its Whitman” (Annie Dillard).
Poet and filmmaker Gretel Ehrlich went to Wyoming in
1975 to make the first in a series of documentaries when
her partner died. Ehrlich stayed on and found she
couldn’t leave. The Solace of Open Spaces is a
chronicle of her first years on “the planet of Wyoming,” a
personal journey into a place, a feeling, and a way of life.
Ehrlich captures both the otherworldly beauty and cruelty
of the natural forces—the harsh wind, bitter cold, and
swiftly changing seasons—in the remote reaches of the
American West. She brings depth, tenderness, and
humor to her portraits of the peculiar souls who also call
it home: hermits and ranchers, rodeo cowboys and
schoolteachers, dreamers and realists. Together, these
essays form an evocative and vibrant tribute to the life
Ehrlich chose and the geography she loves. Originally
written as journal entries addressed to a friend, The
Solace of Open Spaces is raw, meditative, electrifying,
and uncommonly wise. In prose “as expansive as a
Wyoming vista, as charged as a bolt of prairie lightning,”
Ehrlich explores the magical interplay between our
interior lives and the world around us (Newsday).
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On Sunday April 27, 2003, 27-year old Aron Ralston set
off for a day's hiking in the Utah canyons. Dressed in a tshirt and shorts, Ralston, a seasoned climber, figured
he'd hike for a few hours and then head off to work. 40
miles from the nearest paved road, he found himself on
top of an 800-pound boulder. As he slid down and off of
the boulder it shifted, trapping his right hand against the
canyon wall. No one knew where he was; he had little
water; he wasn't dressed correctly; and the boulder
wasn't going anywhere. He remained trapped for five
days in the canyon: hypothermic at night, de-hydrated
and hallucinating by day. Finally, he faced the most
terrible decision of his life: braking the bones in his wrist
by snapping them against the boulder, he hacked
through the skin, and finally succeeded in amputating his
right hand and wrist. The ordeal, however, was only
beginning. He still faced a 60-foot rappell to freedom,
and a walk of several hours back to his car - along the
way, he miraculously met a family of hikers, and with his
arms tourniqued, and blood-loss almost critical, they
heard above them the whir of helicopter blades; just in
time, Aron was rescued and rushed to hospital. Since
that day, Aron has had a remarkable recovery. He is
back out on the mountains, with an artificial limb; he
speaks to select groups on his ordeal and rescue; and
amazingly, he is upbeat, positive, and an inspiration to all
who meet him. This is the account of those five days, of
the years that led up to them, and where he goes from
here. It is narrative non-fiction at its most compelling.
A personal account of one man's determination to climb
Mount Everest alone describes how the Swedish climber
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accomplished his goal, within days of the 1995 tragedy
that took the lives of a number of fellow climbers
On the night of 10-11 May 1996, eight climbers perished
in what remains the worst disaster in Everest's history.
Following the tragedy, numerous accounts were
published, with Jon Krakauer's Into Thin Air becoming an
international bestseller. But has the whole story been
told? A Day to Die For reveals the full, startling facts that
led to the tragedy. Graham Ratcliffe, the first British
climber to reach the summit of Mount Everest twice, was
a first-hand witness, having spent the night on Everest's
South Col at 26,000 ft, sheltering from the deadly storm.
For years, he has shouldered a burden of guilt, feeling
that he and his teammates could have saved lives that
fateful night. His quest for answers has led to discoveries
so important to an understanding of the disaster that he
now questions why these facts were not made public
sooner. History is dotted with high-profile disasters that
both horrify and capture the attention of the public, but
very rarely is our view of them revised to such
devastating effect.
Lee faces the consequences of a rash and seemingly
heartless act when she abandons her husband and
newborn baby, leaving both to rebuild lives for
themselves without her. 12,500 first printing.
A veteran mountaineer recalls some of his most
dangerous climbs as he pursued the goal of reaching the
summit of the world's fourteen 8,000-meter peaks,
discussing some of his own close calls and rescues, and
errors in judgment on the part of fellow climbers.
The May 1996 climbing season on Mount Everest will go
Page 15/26

Where To Download Into Thin Air A Personal
Account Of The Everest Disaster
down in infamy. Its story has been recounted in David
Breashears's gripping IMAX film, Jon Krakauer's
bestseller Into Thin Air, and this NG film companion
book, now updated with brilliant new panoramic
photography. Written in suspenseful detail, the book
documents how a courageous photographic team, facing
hazards of their own, became an essential part of a
rescue effort that brought some - but not all - of their
companions down from the mountain alive. Added to the
classic main text are fascinating updates: brief portraits
of those who lived through the tragedy; a time line of
subsequent climbing events on Everest, up to 2014; and
never-before-published detailed panoramics of Everest
and the Himalaya. The new feature film, starring Jake
Gyllenhaal, Josh Brolin, Keira Knightley, and Robin
Wright, presents the opportunity to refresh, update, and
reintroduce one of National Geographic's most
successful titles.

Moments away from finally becoming mortal, twelfthcentury Welsh warrior Gawan discovers that the
higher-ups have different plans for him when he
meets his destiny in the form of a beautiful woman
with a strange accent who needs his help in
remembering her past. Original.
The author, a noted mountaineer and
cinematographer, describes a lifetime of conquering
the world's mountain peaks and discusses his 1996
expedition to Mount Everest to create his IMAX film
"Everest."
The New York Times–bestselling author of Find Me
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and Call Me by Your Name returns to the essay form
with his collection of thoughts on time, the creative
mind, and great lives and works Irrealis moods are a
category of verbal moods that indicate that certain
events have not happened, may never happen, or
should or must or are indeed desired to happen, but
for which there is no indication that they will ever
happen. Irrealis moods are also known as
counterfactual moods and include the conditional,
the subjunctive, the optative, and the imperative—all
best expressed in this book as the might-be and the
might-have-been. One of the great prose stylists of
his generation, André Aciman returns to the essay
form in Homo Irrealis to explore what time means to
artists who cannot grasp life in the present. Irrealis
moods are not about the present or the past or the
future; they are about what might have been but
never was but could in theory still happen. From
meditations on subway poetry and the temporal
resonances of an empty Italian street to
considerations of the lives and work of Sigmund
Freud, C. P. Cavafy, W. G. Sebald, John Sloan, Éric
Rohmer, Marcel Proust, and Fernando Pessoa and
portraits of cities such as Alexandria and St.
Petersburg, Homo Irrealis is a deep reflection on the
imagination’s power to forge a zone outside of
time’s intractable hold.
In the spring of 1996, Lou Kasischke joined
renowned climber Rob Hall's Mount Everest
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expedition. When he said goodbye to his wife,
Sandy, he knew he faced major physical and mental
challenges against rock, snow, ice, avalanches, and
extreme high altitude to climb the highest mountain
in the world.What Lou didn't know was that he also
stood at the threshold of a living hell. Six weeks later
near the top, things went wrong. Lou and his fellow
climbers faced a challenge even greater than the
mountain -- the internal struggle about what to do
when you are close but out of time. There were no
second chances. Decisions were made. Some lived.
Some died. It was the worst tragedy in Mount
Everest history.Lou wrote his account of the events
16 years ago in the aftermath of the tragedy, but only
now is he ready to let it go. He tells two stories. One
is about the historic events. His perspective and
analysis about what happened and what went wrong
have never been told, and his account differs
markedly from what others have written. The truth in
the story depends on who is telling it. Lou Kasischke
believes that some of the truth may never be
told.Lou also tells a very personal story about how
he came back home. An inspiring story about where
to go for inner strength when facing a tough
decision. A story about his wife Sandy's part in his
survival. A story about what he heard, after the wind
-- the voice of the heart. A love story.
"The gripping articles collected in Classic
Krakauer--originally published in magazines such as
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The New Yorker, Outside, and Smithsonian--show
why he is considered a standard-bearer of modern
journalism. Spanning an extraordinary range of
subjects and locations, these pieces take us from a
horrifying avalanche on Mount Everest to a volcano
poised to obliterate a big chunk of Seattle; from a
wilderness teen-therapy program run by apparent
sadists to an otherworldly cave in New Mexico,
studied by NASA to better understand Mars; from
the notebook of one Fred Beckey, who catalogued
the greatest unclimbed mountaineering routes on the
planet, to the last days of legendary surfer Mark Foo.
Rigorously researched and vividly written, marked by
an unerring instinct for storytelling and scoop, these
pieces are unified by the author's ambivalent love
affair with unruly landscapes and his relentless
search for truth"-With a new preface by the author • As featured in
the upcoming motion picture Everest, starring Jason
Clarke, Josh Brolin, John Hawkes, Robin Wright,
Emily Watson, Keira Knightley, Sam Worthington,
and Jake Gyllenhaal “I can tell you that some force
within me rejected death at the last moment and
then guided me, blind and stumbling—quite literally a
dead man walking—into camp and the shaky start of
my return to life.” In 1996 Beck Weathers and a
climbing team pushed toward the summit of Mount
Everest. Then a storm exploded on the mountain,
ripping the team to shreds, forcing brave men to
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scratch and crawl for their lives. Rescuers who
reached Weathers saw that he was dying, and left
him. Twelve hours later, the inexplicable occurred.
Weathers appeared, blinded, gloveless, and caked
with ice—walking down the mountain. In this powerful
memoir, now featuring a new Preface, Weathers
describes not only his escape from hypothermia and
the murderous storm that killed eight climbers, but
the journey of his life. This is the story of a man’s
route to a dangerous sport and a fateful expedition,
as well as the road of recovery he has traveled
since; of survival in the face of certain death, the
reclaiming of a family and a life; and of the most
extraordinary adventure of all: finding the courage to
say yes when life offers us a second chance. Praise
for Left for Dead “Riveting . . . [a] remarkable
survival story . . . Left for Dead takes a long, critical
look at climbing: Weathers is particularly candid
about how the demanding sport altered and strained
his relationships.”—USA Today “Ultimately, this
engrossing tale depicts the difficulty of a man’s
struggle to reform his life.”—Publishers Weekly
A web of lies. A sister's worst nightmare... When Dr.
Julia Norris's estranged sister, Toni, goes missing in
Turkey, Julia thinks it's just another one of her
sister's irresponsible stunts. But when Toni's
backpack and passport wash up along the Istanbul
seafront, Julia realizes the situation is far more
serious than first thought. Desperate for answers,
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Julia travels to Istanbul to find out what's happened
to Toni. As she delves deeper into her sister's
mysterious disappearance, everything points to Toni
being abducted. But as a stranger in a strange land,
who will believe Julia? And as she gets drawn into a
web of lies and betrayal, could Julia be in danger
herself? Set against the stunning backdrop of
Istanbul, Into Thin Air is a gripping, fast-paced
mystery with twists and turns that will keep you
guessing until the very end.
The dramatic first-person account of life inside an
ultra-fundamentalist American religious sect, and
one woman’s courageous flight to freedom with her
eight children. When she was eighteen years old,
Carolyn Jessop was coerced into an arranged
marriage with a total stranger: a man thirty-two years
her senior. Merril Jessop already had three wives.
But arranged plural marriages were an integral part
of Carolyn’s heritage: She was born into and raised
in the Fundamentalist Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-Day Saints (FLDS), the radical offshoot of the
Mormon Church that had settled in small
communities along the Arizona-Utah border. Over
the next fifteen years, Carolyn had eight children and
withstood her husband’s psychological abuse and
the watchful eyes of his other wives who were locked
in a constant battle for supremacy. Carolyn’s every
move was dictated by her husband’s whims. He
decided where she lived and how her children would
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be treated. He controlled the money she earned as a
school teacher. He chose when they had sex;
Carolyn could only refuse at her own peril. For in the
FLDS, a wife’s compliance with her husband
determined how much status both she and her
children held in the family. Carolyn was miserable for
years and wanted out, but she knew that if she tried
to leave and got caught, her children would be taken
away from her. No woman in the country had ever
escaped from the FLDS and managed to get her
children out, too. But in 2003, Carolyn chose
freedom over fear and fled her home with her eight
children. She had $20 to her name. Escape exposes
a world tantamount to a prison camp, created by
religious fanatics who, in the name of God, deprive
their followers the right to make choices, force
women to be totally subservient to men, and
brainwash children in church-run schools. Against
this background, Carolyn Jessop’s flight takes on an
extraordinary, inspiring power. Not only did she
manage a daring escape from a brutal environment,
she became the first woman ever granted full
custody of her children in a contested suit involving
the FLDS. And in 2006, her reports to the Utah
attorney general on church abuses formed a crucial
part of the case that led to the arrest of their
notorious leader, Warren Jeffs.
The hidden brain is the voice in our ear when we make the
most important decisions in our lives—but we’re never aware
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of it. The hidden brain decides whom we fall in love with and
whom we hate. It tells us to vote for the white candidate and
convict the dark-skinned defendant, to hire the thin woman
but pay her less than the man doing the same job. It can
direct us to safety when disaster strikes and move us to
extraordinary acts of altruism. But it can also be manipulated
to turn an ordinary person into a suicide terrorist or a group of
bystanders into a mob. In a series of compulsively readable
narratives, Shankar Vedantam journeys through the latest
discoveries in neuroscience, psychology, and behavioral
science to uncover the darkest corner of our minds and its
decisive impact on the choices we make as individuals and as
a society. Filled with fascinating characters, dramatic
storytelling, and cutting-edge science, this is an engrossing
exploration of the secrets our brains keep from us—and how
they are revealed.
#1 NATIONAL BESTSELLER • "A harrowing tale of the perils
of high-altitude climbing, a story of bad luck and worse
judgment and of heartbreaking heroism." —PEOPLE A bank of
clouds was assembling on the not-so-distant horizon, but
journalist-mountaineer Jon Krakauer, standing on the summit
of Mt. Everest, saw nothing that "suggested that a murderous
storm was bearing down." He was wrong. The storm, which
claimed five lives and left countless more--including
Krakauer's--in guilt-ridden disarray, would also provide the
impetus for Into Thin Air, Krakauer's epic account of the May
1996 disaster. By writing Into Thin Air, Krakauer may have
hoped to exorcise some of his own demons and lay to rest
some of the painful questions that still surround the event. He
takes great pains to provide a balanced picture of the people
and events he witnessed and gives due credit to the tireless
and dedicated Sherpas. He also avoids blasting easy targets
such as Sandy Pittman, the wealthy socialite who brought an
espresso maker along on the expedition. Krakauer's highly
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personal inquiry into the catastrophe provides a great deal of
insight into what went wrong. But for Krakauer himself, further
interviews and investigations only lead him to the conclusion
that his perceived failures were directly responsible for a
fellow climber's death. Clearly, Krakauer remains haunted by
the disaster, and although he relates a number of incidents in
which he acted selflessly and even heroically, he seems
unable to view those instances objectively. In the end, despite
his evenhanded and even generous assessment of others'
actions, he reserves a full measure of vitriol for himself. This
updated trade paperback edition of Into Thin Air includes an
extensive new postscript that sheds fascinating light on the
acrimonious debate that flared between Krakauer and
Everest guide Anatoli Boukreev in the wake of the tragedy. "I
have no doubt that Boukreev's intentions were good on
summit day," writes Krakauer in the postscript, dated August
1999. "What disturbs me, though, was Boukreev's refusal to
acknowledge the possibility that he made even a single poor
decision. Never did he indicate that perhaps it wasn't the best
choice to climb without gas or go down ahead of his clients."
As usual, Krakauer supports his points with dogged research
and a good dose of humility. But rather than continue the
heated discourse that has raged since Into Thin Air's
denouncement of guide Boukreev, Krakauer's tone is
conciliatory; he points most of his criticism at G. Weston De
Walt, who coauthored The Climb, Boukreev's version of
events. And in a touching conclusion, Krakauer recounts his
last conversation with the late Boukreev, in which the two
weathered climbers agreed to disagree about certain points.
Krakauer had great hopes to patch things up with Boukreev,
but the Russian later died in an avalanche on another
Himalayan peak, Annapurna I. In 1999, Krakauer received an
Academy Award in Literature from the American Academy of
Arts and Letters--a prestigious prize intended "to honor
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writers of exceptional accomplishment." According to the
Academy's citation, "Krakauer combines the tenacity and
courage of the finest tradition of investigative journalism with
the stylish subtlety and profound insight of the born writer. His
account of an ascent of Mount Everest has led to a general
reevaluation of climbing and of the commercialization of what
was once a romantic, solitary sport; while his account of the
life and death of Christopher McCandless, who died of
starvation after challenging the Alaskan wilderness, delves
even more deeply and disturbingly into the fascination of
nature and the devastating effects of its lure on a young and
curious mind."
This book is based on a major historical event of the freedom
fight of the Hyderabad State in India, which took place a year
after the country gained independence from the British in
1947. The book brings to life an in-depth exploration of
characters based on ordinary people with extraordinary
devotion and passion towards their motherland. They
wholeheartedly fought to free their land from the clutches of a
few Muslim fanatics who wanted to crush its diverse culture
and convert it into an Islamic state. The story is narrated by
the personified Terrain of the Deccan Plateau with
exceptional sensitivity and grace. It showcases a
comprehensive picture of the Dakhani culture during the
Nizam era when Hindus, Muslims and people of all other
religions took genuine interest in each other's traditions,
festivals and celebrations. With the flaring of the religious
fanaticism, coupled with political intervention, this culture just
vanished into the thin air.
In a world divided by colonialism and threaded with magic, a
desperate orphan turned pirate and a rebellious imperial lady
find a connection on the high seas. Aboard the pirate ship
Dove, Flora the girl takes on the identity of Florian the man to
earn the respect and protection of the crew. For Flora, former
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starving urchin, the brutal life of a pirate is about survival:
don't trust, don't stick out, and don't feel. But on this voyage,
Flora is drawn to the Lady Evelyn Hasegawa, who is headed
to an arranged marriage she dreads. Flora doesn't expect to
be taken under Evelyn's wing, and Evelyn doesn't expect to
find such a deep bond with the pirate Florian. Neither expects
to fall in love. Soon the unlikely pair set in motion a wild
escape that will free a captured mermaid (coveted for her
blood) and involve the mysterious Pirate Supreme, an
opportunistic witch, double agents, and the all-encompassing
Sea herself. Deftly entwining swashbuckling action and quiet
magic, Maggie Tokuda-Hall's inventive debut novel conjures
a diverse cast of characters seeking mastery over their fates
while searching for answers to big questions about identity,
power, and love.
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