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Kafka On The Shore
Kafka on the Shore displays one of the world’s great storytellers at the peak of his powers. Here we meet a teenage boy, Kafka
Tamura, who is on the run, and Nakata, an aging simpleton who is drawn to Kafka for reasons that he cannot fathom. As their
paths converge, acclaimed author Haruki Murakami enfolds readers in a world where cats talk, fish fall from the sky, and spirits
slip out of their bodies to make love or commit murder, in what is a truly remarkable journey.
This edition of Michael Wood's groundbreaking first book explores the fascinating and mysterious centuries between the Romans
and the Norman Conquest of 1066. In Search of the Dark Ages vividly conjures up some of the most famous names in British
history, such as Queen Boadicea, leader of a terrible war of resistance against the Romans, and King Arthur, the 'once and future
king', for whose riddle Wood proposes a new and surprising solution. Here too, warts and all, are the Saxon, Viking and Norman
kings who laid the political foundations of England - Offa of Mercia, Alfred the Great, Athelstan, and William the Conqueror, whose
victory at Hastings in 1066 marked the end of Anglo-Saxon England. Reflecting recent historical, textual and archaeological
research, this revised edition of Michael Wood's classic book overturns preconceptions of the Dark Ages as a shadowy and brutal
era, showing them to be a richly exciting and formative period in the history of Britain. 'With In Search of the Dark Ages, Michael
Wood wrote the book for history on TV.' The Times 'Michael Wood is the maker of some of the best TV documentaries ever made
on history and archaeology.' Times Literary Supplement
THE STORY: SHINING CITY is set in Dublin, where a guilt-ridden man reaches out to a therapist after seeing the ghost of his
recently deceased wife. Wrestling with his own demons, the therapist can only do so much to help. Routine visits between the
'An astonishing love story, beautifully told' Time Out 'I am sixteen. I am as old as the century' It is 1916. Vincent is sixteen, on the
brink of manhood. Vincent is aristocratic and privileged, frequenting the salons of Paris while France is at war and the city almost
deserted of men. In that brutal summer, Vincent's beauty and precocity captivate two men: Marcel, thirty years his senior, a writer
and celebrated socialite; and Arthur, the twenty-one year old son of one of the servants, who is now a soldier at the front. As both
relationships develop Vincent intuitively tries to keep his passions separate, but over the weeks of indolent Parisian summer and
far-off war, confidences are made, absences endured, secrets revealed. All of these men will suffer, and Vincent will lose the last
vestiges of his childhood innocence. In the Absence of Men is a stunning first novel to discover this pride season: in its daring in
representation and celebration of gay sexuality, in the beauty of its prose and in its delicacy of feeling.
Abbie MacIntyre is living the dream in the picturesque Nova Scotia town she calls home. She is a successful surgeon, is married
to a handsome cardiologist, and has a model teenage son who is only months away from going off to college. But then one fateful
night, everything changes. When a drunk driver hits her car, Abbie is rushed to the hospital. She survives, but the accident forces
unimaginable secrets out into the open and plagues Abbie with nightmares so vivid that she starts to question her grip on reality.
Her perfect life begins to crack, and those cracks threaten to shatter her world completely. The search for answers will test her
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strength in every way—as a wife, a career woman, and a mother—but it may also open the door for Abbie to move forward, beyond
anger and heartbreak, to find out what she is truly made of. In learning to heal and trust again, she may just find new hope in the
spaces left behind.
From the USA Today bestselling author of A Curve in the Road comes a sweeping and captivating tale of one woman's journey to
the lush vineyards of Tuscany--and into the mysteries of a tragic family secret. If Fiona has learned anything in life, it's how to keep
a secret--even from the father who raised her. She is the only person who knows about her late mother's affair in Tuscany thirty
years earlier, and she intends to keep it that way...until a lawyer calls with shocking news: her biological father has died and left
her an incredible inheritance--along with two half siblings. Fiona travels to Italy, where the family is shocked to learn of her
existence and desperate to contest her share of the will. While the mystery of her mother's affair is slowly unraveled, Fiona must
navigate through tricky family relationships and tense sibling rivalries. Fiona both fears and embraces her new destiny as she
searches for the truth about the fateful summer her mother spent in Italy and the father she never knew. Spilling over with the
sumptuous flavors and romance of Tuscany, These Tangled Vines takes readers on a breathtaking journey of love, secrets,
sacrifice, courage--and most importantly, the true meaning of family.
The Square Persimmon and Other Stories is an introduction to Takashi Atoda—one of Japan's most popular and versatile writers of
fiction. Takashi Atocia is a master storyteller. Like the bar madam in "The Glow of Lipstick," he is capable of weaving a tale that
captures the reader's attention from beginning to end. His plots deal with ordinary people, yet the emotional impact of each story is
unusually strong. His down-to-earth characters inhabit a world that may at first appear familiar, but Atoda can so manipulate a
scene that suddenly the reader is wondering whether it is reality or illusion that he is observing. Many stories feature bizarre
endings. In these eleven stories, Atoda examines universal themes-first love, lost love, change, fate-through unmistakably
Japanese eyes. The dreamlike quality of some stories invites the reader to draw his own conclusions in the denouement. Yet, in
each one, Atoda brings to bear his precise style and his own unique vision, by turns mysterious, romantic, darkly humorous, and
even bizarre.
From Kem Nunn, the National Book Award-nominated author of Tapping the Source and The Dogs of Winter, comes an
exquisitely written tale of loss and redemption. Nunn renders the dangerous beaches and waters of California's borderland as only
the critically acclaimed poet laureate of surf noir can, and Tijuana Straits confirms his reputation as a master of suspense and a
novelist of the first rank. When Fahey, once a great surfer, now a reclusive ex-con, meets Magdalena, she is running from a pack
of wild dogs along the ragged wasteland where California and Mexico meet the Pacific Ocean -- a spot once known to the men
who rode its giant waves as the Tijuana Straits. Magdalena has barely survived an attack that forced her to flee Tijuana, and
Fahey takes her in. That he is willing to do so runs contrary to his every instinct, for Fahey is done with the world, seeking little
more than solitude from this all-but-forgotten corner of the Golden State. Nor is Fahey a stranger to the lawless ways of the border.
He worries that in sheltering this woman he may not only be inviting further entanglements but may be placing them both at risk. In
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this, he is not wrong. An environmental activist, Magdalena has become engaged in the struggle for the health and rights of the
thousands of peasants streaming from Mexico's enervated heartland to work in the maquilladoras -- the foreign-owned factories
that line her country's border, polluting its air and fouling its rivers. It is a risky contest. Danger can come from many directions,
from government officials paid to preserve the status quo to thugs hired to intimidate reformers. As Magdalena and Fahey become
closer, Magdalena tries to discover who is out to get her, attempting to reconstruct the events that delivered her, battered and
confused, into Fahey's strange yet oddly seductive world. She examines every lead, never guessing the truth. For into this noman's-land between two countries comes a trio of killers led by Armando Santoya, a man beset by personal tragedy, an aberration
born of the very conditions Magdalena has dedicated her life to fight against, yet who in the throes of his own drug-fueled
confusions has marked her for death. And so will Fahey be put to the test, in a final duel on the beaches of his Tijuana Straits.
In this haunting work of journalistic investigation, Haruki Murakami tells the story of the horrific terrorist attack on Japanese soil
that shook the entire world. On a clear spring day in 1995, five members of a religious cult unleashed poison gas on the Tokyo
subway system. In attempt to discover why, Haruki Murakmi talks to the people who lived through the catastrophe, and in so doing
lays bare the Japanese psyche. As he discerns the fundamental issues that led to the attack, Murakami paints a clear vision of an
event that could occur anytime, anywhere.
Author and illustrator Lee Crutchley brings his lively interactive approach to a little-discussed but very common issue: the struggle
with depression and anxiety. Through a series of supportive, surprising, and engaging prompts, HOW TO BE HAPPY (OR AT
LEAST LESS SAD) helps readers see things in a new light, and rediscover simple pleasures and everyday joy…or at least feel a
little less sad. By turns a workbook, trusted friend, creative outlet, security blanket, and secret diary, the pages of this book will
offer solace, distraction, engagement, a fresh perspective, and hopeful new beginnings—for readers of all ages and walks of life.
“Some novelists hold a mirror up to the world and some, like Haruki Murakami, use the mirror as a portal to a universe hidden
beyond it.” —The Wall Street Journal A mind-bending new collection of short stories from the internationally acclaimed Haruki
Murakami. The eight stories in this new book are all told in the first person by a classic Murakami narrator. From memories of
youth, meditations on music, and an ardent love of baseball, to dreamlike scenarios and invented jazz albums, together these
stories challenge the boundaries between our minds and the exterior world. Occasionally, a narrator may or may not be Murakami
himself. Is it memoir or fiction? The reader decides. Philosophical and mysterious, the stories in First Person Singular all touch
beautifully on love and solitude, childhood and memory. . . all with a signature Murakami twist.
In this enviable gathering, Haruki Murakami has chosen for his party some of the very best short story writers of recent years, each
with their own birthday experiences, each story a snapshot of life on a single day. Including stories by Russell Banks, Et
No one burned hotter than Eve Babitz. Possessing skin that radiated “its own kind of moral laws,” spectacular teeth, and a figure
that was the stuff of legend, she seduced seemingly everyone who was anyone in Los Angeles for a long stretch of the 1960s and
’70s. One man proved elusive, however, and so Babitz did what she did best, she wrote him a book. Slow Days, Fast Company is
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a full-fledged and full-bodied evocation of a bygone Southern California that far exceeds its mash-note premise. In ten sun-baked,
Santa Ana wind–swept sketches, Babitz re-creates a Los Angeles of movie stars distraught over their success, socialites on threeday drug binges holed up in the Chateau Marmont, soap-opera actors worried that tomorrow’s script will kill them off, Italian
femmes fatales even more fatal than Babitz. And she even leaves LA now and then, spending an afternoon at the house of
flawless Orange County suburbanites, a day among the grape pickers of the Central Valley, a weekend in Palm Springs where her
dreams of romance fizzle and her only solace is Virginia Woolf. In the end it doesn’t matter if Babitz ever gets the guy—she
seduces us.
A Study Guide for Haruki Murakami's "Kafka on the Shore," excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Literary Newsmakers for Students.
This concise study guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context;
suggestions for further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Literary Newsmakers for Students for all of your
research needs.
From the bestselling author of The Rosie Project comes a romantic novel about true love, second chances, and decades of great
music. Two decades ago, Adam Sharp’s piano playing led him into a passionate relationship with Angelina Brown, an intelligent
and strong-willed actress. They had a chance at something more—but Adam didn’t take it. Now, on the cusp of turning fifty, Adam
likes his life. He’s happy with his partner Claire, he excels in music trivia at quiz night at the local pub, he looks after his mother,
and he does the occasional consulting job in IT. But he can never quite shake off his nostalgia for what might have been. And
then, out of nowhere, from the other side of the world, Angelina gets in touch. What does she want? Does Adam dare to live
dangerously? Set to the soundtrack of our lives, The Best of Adam Sharp by Graeme Simsion follows along with emotion and
humor as one man looks back on his past and decides if having a second chance is worth the risk. One of Glamour Magazine's
“Most Anticipated Books of 2017”•"20 Must-Read Books for Spring 2017" from Redbook Praise for The Best of Adam Sharp:
"This dazzling story about a former pianist who has a second chance in midlife with his former actress flame will do some major
heart-warming this Spring — and readers will never foresee the incredible ending." —POPSUGAR "It's a fun sweet ride." —The
Washington Post "Readers are already clamoring." —Library Journal “An extraordinary literary treat that reminds readers the best
things in life have nothing to do with plans.” —Redbook
How did a loner destined for a niche domestic audience become one of the most famous writers alive? A "fascinating" look at the
"business of bringing a best-selling novelist to a global audience" (The Atlantic)?and a “rigorous” exploration of the role of
translators and editors in the creation of literary culture (The Paris Review). Thirty years ago, when Haruki Murakami’s works were
first being translated, they were part of a series of pocket-size English-learning guides released only in Japan. Today his books
can be read in fifty languages and have won prizes and sold millions of copies globally. How did a loner destined for a niche
domestic audience become one of the most famous writers alive? This book tells one key part of the story. Its cast includes an
expat trained in art history who never intended to become a translator; a Chinese American ex-academic who never planned to
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work as an editor; and other publishing professionals in New York, London, and Tokyo who together introduced a pop-inflected,
unexpected Japanese voice to the wider literary world. David Karashima synthesizes research, correspondence, and interviews
with dozens of individuals—including Murakami himself—to examine how countless behind-the-scenes choices over the course of
many years worked to build an internationally celebrated author’s persona and oeuvre. His careful look inside the making of the
“Murakami Industry" uncovers larger questions: What role do translators and editors play in framing their writers’ texts? What
does it mean to translate and edit “for a market”? How does Japanese culture get packaged and exported for the West?
Summary Kafka Streams in Action teaches you everything you need to know to implement stream processing on data flowing into your Kafka
platform, allowing you to focus on getting more from your data without sacrificing time or effort. Foreword by Neha Narkhede, Cocreator of
Apache Kafka Purchase of the print book includes a free eBook in PDF, Kindle, and ePub formats from Manning Publications. About the
Technology Not all stream-based applications require a dedicated processing cluster. The lightweight Kafka Streams library provides exactly
the power and simplicity you need for message handling in microservices and real-time event processing. With the Kafka Streams API, you
filter and transform data streams with just Kafka and your application. About the Book Kafka Streams in Action teaches you to implement
stream processing within the Kafka platform. In this easy-to-follow book, you'll explore real-world examples to collect, transform, and
aggregate data, work with multiple processors, and handle real-time events. You'll even dive into streaming SQL with KSQL! Practical to the
very end, it finishes with testing and operational aspects, such as monitoring and debugging. What's inside Using the KStreams API Filtering,
transforming, and splitting data Working with the Processor API Integrating with external systems About the Reader Assumes some
experience with distributed systems. No knowledge of Kafka or streaming applications required. About the Author Bill Bejeck is a Kafka
Streams contributor and Confluent engineer with over 15 years of software development experience. Table of Contents PART 1 - GETTING
STARTED WITH KAFKA STREAMS Welcome to Kafka Streams Kafka quicklyPART 2 - KAFKA STREAMS DEVELOPMENT Developing
Kafka Streams Streams and state The KTable API The Processor APIPART 3 - ADMINISTERING KAFKA STREAMS Monitoring and
performance Testing a Kafka Streams applicationPART 4 - ADVANCED CONCEPTS WITH KAFKA STREAMS Advanced applications with
Kafka StreamsAPPENDIXES Appendix A - Additional configuration information Appendix B - Exactly once semantics
"Exhilarating...A wildly imagined, head-spinning, deeply intelligent novel." - The New York Times Book Review "[W]ildly inventive…[Helen
Oyeyemi's] prose is not without its playful bite." –Vogue The prize-winning, bestselling author of Boy Snow Bird, What Is Not Yours Is Not
Yours, and Peaces returns with a bewitching and imaginative novel. Influenced by the mysterious place gingerbread holds in classic
children's stories, beloved novelist Helen Oyeyemi invites readers into a delightful tale of a surprising family legacy, in which the inheritance is
a recipe. Perdita Lee may appear to be your average British schoolgirl; Harriet Lee may seem just a working mother trying to penetrate the
school social hierarchy; but there are signs that they might not be as normal as they think they are. For one thing, they share a gold-painted,
seventh-floor walk-up apartment with some surprisingly verbal vegetation. And then there's the gingerbread they make. Londoners may find
themselves able to take or leave it, but it's very popular in Druhástrana, the far-away (or, according to many sources, non-existent) land of
Harriet Lee's early youth. The world's truest lover of the Lee family gingerbread, however, is Harriet's charismatic childhood friend Gretel
Kercheval —a figure who seems to have had a hand in everything (good or bad) that has happened to Harriet since they met. Decades later,
when teenaged Perdita sets out to find her mother's long-lost friend, it prompts a new telling of Harriet's story. As the book follows the Lees
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through encounters with jealousy, ambition, family grudges, work, wealth, and real estate, gingerbread seems to be the one thing that reliably
holds a constant value. Endlessly surprising and satisfying, written with Helen Oyeyemi's inimitable style and imagination, it is a true feast for
the reader.
Yukio Mishima’s The Temple of Dawn is the third novel in his masterful tetralogy, The Sea of Fertility. Here, Shigekuni Honda continues his
pursuit of the successive reincarnations of Kiyoaki Matsugae, his childhood friend. Travelling in Thailand in the early 1940s, Shigekuni
Honda, now a brilliant lawyer, is granted an audience with a young Thai princess—an encounter that radically alters the course of his life. In
spite of all reason, he is convinced she is the reincarnated spirit of his friend Kiyoaki. As Honda goes to great lengths to discover for certain if
his theory is correct, The Temple of Dawn becomes the story of one man’s obsessive pursuit of a beautiful woman and his equally
passionate search for enlightenment.
A short, sleek novel of encounters set in the witching hours of Tokyo between midnight and dawn, and every bit as gripping as Haruki
Murakami’s masterworks The Wind-Up Bird Chronicle and Kafka on the Shore. At its center are two sisters: Yuri, a fashion model sleeping
her way into oblivion; and Mari, a young student soon led from solitary reading at an anonymous Denny’s into lives radically alien to her own:
those of a jazz trombonist who claims they’ve met before; a burly female “love hotel” manager and her maidstaff; and a Chinese prostitute
savagely brutalized by a businessman. These “night people” are haunted by secrets and needs that draw them together more powerfully
than the differing circumstances that might keep them apart, and it soon becomes clear that Yuri’s slumber–mysteriously tied to the
businessman plagued by the mark of his crime – will either restore or annihilate her. After Dark moves from mesmerizing drama to
metaphysical speculation, interweaving time and space as well as memory and perspective into a seamless exploration of human agency –
the interplay between self-expression and understanding, between the power of observation and the scope of compassion and love.
Murakami’s trademark humor, psychological insight, and grasp of spirit and morality are here distilled with an extraordinary, harmonious
mastery. “Eyes mark the shape of the city. Through the eyes of a high-flying night bird, we take in the scene from midair. In our broad sweep,
the city looks like a single gigantic creature–or more, like a single collective entity created by many intertwining organisms. Countless arteries
stretch to the ends of its elusive body, circulating a continuous supply of fresh blood cells, sending out new data and collecting the old,
sending out new consumables and collecting the old, sending out new contradictions and collecting the old. To the rhythm of its pulsing, all
parts of the body flicker and flare up and squirm. Midnight is approaching, and while the peak of activity has indeed passed, the basal
metabolism that maintains life continues undiminished, producing the basso continuo of the city’s moan, a monotonous sound that neither
rises nor falls but is pregnant with foreboding.” —from After Dark
NATIONAL BESTSELLER • “Examines what happens to characters without important women in their lives; it'll move you and confuse you
and sometimes leave you with more questions than answers.” —Barack Obama Includes the story "Drive My Car,” now a major motion
picture Across seven tales, Haruki Murakami brings his powers of observation to bear on the lives of men who, in their own ways, find
themselves alone. Here are lovesick doctors, students, ex-boyfriends, actors, bartenders, and even Kafka’s Gregor Samsa, brought together
to tell stories that speak to us all. In Men Without Women Murakami has crafted another contemporary classic, marked by the same wry
humor and pathos that have defined his entire body of work.
Part romance, part detective story, Sputnik Sweetheart tells the story of a tangled triangle of uniquely unrequited love. K is madly in love with
his best friend, Sumire, but her devotion to a writerly life precludes her from any personal commitments. At least, that is, until she meets an
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older woman to whom she finds herself irresistibly drawn. When Sumire disappears from an island off the coast of Greece, K is solicited to
join the search party—and finds himself drawn back into her world and beset by ominous visions. Subtle and haunting, Sputnik Sweetheart is a
profound meditation on human longing.
Unlock the more straightforward side of Kafka on the Shore with this concise and insightful summary and analysis! This engaging summary
presents an analysis of Kafka on the Shore by Haruki Murakami, which tells the story of 15-year-old Kafka as he runs away from home to
escape from his famous sculptor father and search for his mother and sister. In parallel, Nakata, who was involved in a mysterious accident
as a child that left him unable to read and write, but with the newfound ability to talk to cats, embarks on a similar voyage across the country.
Unbeknownst to them, the two men are linked by a bloody murder, and they both become embroiled in a series of bizarre events that change
the way they see the world. The novel showcases Murakami’s signature blend of surrealist, dreamlike storytelling and close attention to realworld detail, and it remains among his best-known works. Find out everything you need to know about Kafka on the Shore in a fraction of the
time! This in-depth and informative reading guide brings you: • A complete plot summary • Character studies • Key themes and symbols •
Questions for further reflection Why choose BrightSummaries.com? Available in print and digital format, our publications are designed to
accompany you on your reading journey. The clear and concise style makes for easy understanding, providing the perfect opportunity to
improve your literary knowledge in no time. See the very best of literature in a whole new light with BrightSummaries.com!
The Wind-Up Bird Chronicle is a tour de force—and one of Haruki Murakami’s most acclaimed and beloved novels. In a Tokyo suburb, a
young man named Toru Okada searches for his wife’s missing cat—and then for his wife as well—in a netherworld beneath the city’s placid
surface. As these searches intersect, he encounters a bizarre group of allies and antagonists. Gripping, prophetic, and suffused with comedy
and menace, this is an astonishingly imaginative detective story, an account of a disintegrating marriage, and an excavation of the buried
secrets from Japan’s forgotten campaign in Manchuria during World War II.

Vintage Readers are a perfect introduction to some of the greatest modern writers presented in attractive, accessible
paperback editions. “Murakami’s bold willingness to go straight over the top is a signal indication of his genius. . . . A
world-class writer who has both eyes open and takes big risks.” —The Washington Post Book World Not since Yukio
Mishima and Yasunari Kawabata has a Japanese writer won the international acclaim enjoyed by Haruki Murakami. His
genre-busting novels, short stories and reportage, which have been translated into 35 languages, meld the surreal and
the hard-boiled, deadpan comedy and delicate introspection. Vintage Murakami includes the opening chapter of the
international bestseller Norwegian Wood; “Lieutenant Mamiya’s Long Story: Parts I and II” from his monumental novel
The Wind-Up Bird Chronicle; “Shizuko Akashi” from Underground, his non-fiction book on the Toyko subway attack of
1995; and the short stories “Barn Burning,” “Honeypie.” Also included, for the first time in book form, the short story,
“Ice Man.”
In this extraordinary stand-alone novel, the authors and translator of Vita Nostra—a "dark Harry Potter on steroids with a
hefty dose of metaphysics" (award-winning author Aliette de Bodard)—return with a story about creation, music, and
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companionship filled with their hallmark elements of subtle magic and fantasy. Late one night, fate brings together DJ
Aspirin and ten-year-old Alyona. After he tries to save her from imminent danger, she ends up at his apartment. But in the
morning sinister doubts set in. Who is Alyona? A young con artist? A plant for a nefarious blackmailer? Or perhaps a longlost daughter Aspirin never knew existed? Whoever this mysterious girl is, she now refuses to leave. A game of cat-andmouse has begun. Claiming that she is a musical prodigy, Alyona insists she must play a complicated violin piece to find
her brother. Confused and wary, Aspirin knows one thing: he wants her out of his apartment and his life. Yet every
attempt to get rid of her is thwarted by an unusual protector: her plush teddy bear that may just transform into a fearsome
monster. Alyona tells Aspirin that if he would just allow her do her work, she’ll leave him—and this world. He can then
return to the shallow life he led before her. But as outside forces begin to coalesce, threatening to finally separate them,
Aspirin makes a startling discovery about himself and this ethereal, eerie child.
This is a comprehensive survey of the causes and consequences of declining trust in healthcare, and provides
suggestions for its restoration. The authors identify the elements of trust in the environment of modern healthcare, and
analyse the sources of mistrust in key areas of medicine.
NATIONAL BESTSELLER Wind/Pinball, a unique two-in-one volume, includes, on one side, Murakami’s first novel Hear
the Wind Sing. When you flip the book over, you can read his second novel, Pinball, 1973. Each book has its own
stunning cover. In the spring of 1978, a young Haruki Murakami sat down at his kitchen table and began to write. The
result: two remarkable short novels—Hear the Wind Sing and Pinball, 1973—that launched the career of one of the most
acclaimed authors of our time. These powerful, at times surreal, works about two young men coming of age—the
unnamed narrator and his friend the Rat—are stories of loneliness, obsession, and eroticism. They bear all the hallmarks
of Murakami’s later books, and form the first two-thirds, with A Wild Sheep Chase, of the trilogy of the Rat. Widely
available in English for the first time ever, newly translated, and featuring a new introduction by Murakami himself,
Wind/Pinball gives us a fascinating insight into a great writer’s beginnings.
Kafka Tamura runs away from home at fifteen, under the shadow of his father's dark prophesy. The aging Nakata,
tracker of lost cats, who never recovered from a bizarre childhood affliction, finds his pleasantly simplified life suddenly
turned upside down. As their parallel odysseys unravel, cats converse with people; fish tumble from the sky; a ghost-like
pimp deploys a Hegel-spouting girl of the night; a forest harbours soldiers apparently un-aged since World War II. There
is a savage killing, but the identity of both victim and killer is a riddle - one of many which combine to create an elegant
and dreamlike masterpiece. 'Wonderful... Magical and outlandish' Daily Mail 'Hypnotic, spellbinding' The Times 'Cool,
fluent and addictive' Daily Telegraph
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A historical examination of tension and conflict on the Texas-Mexico border, told from the Mexican perspective, that's
especially relevant today.
An unlikely alliance forms between Kafka Tamura, a fifteen-year-old runaway, and the aging Nakata, a man who has
never recovered from a wartime affliction, as they embark on a surreal odyssey through a strange, fantastical world.
Merton, one of the rare Western thinkers able to feel at home in the philosophies of the East, made the wisdom of Asia
available to Westerners. "Zen enriches no one," Thomas Merton provocatively writes in his opening statement to Zen and
the Birds of Appetite--one of the last books to be published before his death in 1968. "There is no body to be found. The
birds may come and circle for a while... but they soon go elsewhere. When they are gone, the 'nothing,' the 'no-body' that
was there, suddenly appears. That is Zen. It was there all the time but the scavengers missed it, because it was not their
kind of prey." This gets at the humor, paradox, and joy that one feels in Merton's discoveries of Zen during the last years
of his life, a joy very much present in this collection of essays. Exploring the relationship between Christianity and Zen,
especially through his dialogue with the great Zen teacher D.T. Suzuki, the book makes an excellent introduction to a
comparative study of these two traditions, as well as giving the reader a strong taste of the mature Merton. Never does
one feel him losing his own faith in these pages; rather one feels that faith getting deeply clarified and affirmed. Just as
the body of "Zen" cannot be found by the scavengers, so too, Merton suggests, with the eternal truth of Christ.
In an “other world” composed of language—it could be a fathomless Martian well, a labyrinthine hotel or forest—a narrative unfolds, and with it
the experiences, memories, and dreams that constitute reality for Haruki Murakami’s characters and readers alike. Memories and dreams in
turn conjure their magical counterparts—people without names or pasts, fantastic animals, half-animals, and talking machines that traverse the
dark psychic underworld of this writer’s extraordinary fiction. Fervently acclaimed worldwide, Murakami’s wildly imaginative work in many
ways remains a mystery, its worlds within worlds uncharted territory. Finally in this book readers will find a map to the strange realm that
grounds virtually every aspect of Murakami’s writing. A journey through the enigmatic and baffling innermost mind, a metaphysical dimension
where Murakami’s most bizarre scenes and characters lurk, The Forbidden Worlds of Haruki Murakami exposes the psychological and
mythological underpinnings of this other world. Matthew Carl Strecher shows how these considerations color Murakami’s depictions of the
individual and collective soul, which constantly shift between the tangible and intangible but in this literary landscape are undeniably real.
Through these otherworldly depths The Forbidden Worlds of Haruki Murakami also charts the writer’s vivid “inner world,” whether
unconscious or underworld (what some Japanese critics call achiragawa, or “over there”), and its connectivity to language. Strecher covers
all of Murakami’s work—including his efforts as a literary journalist—and concludes with the first full-length close reading of the writer’s newest
novel, Colorless Tsukuru Tazaki and His Years of Pilgrimage.
“An elegant page-turner of nineteenth-century detective fiction.” –The Washington Post Book World One rainy morning in 1871 in lower
Manhattan, Martin Pemberton a freelance writer, sees in a passing stagecoach several elderly men, one of whom he recognizes as his
supposedly dead and buried father. While trying to unravel the mystery, Pemberton disappears, sending McIlvaine, his employer, the editor of
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an evening paper, in pursuit of the truth behind his freelancer’s fate. Layer by layer, McIlvaine reveals a modern metropolis surging with
primordial urges and sins, where the Tweed Ring operates the city for its own profit and a conspicuously self-satisfied nouveau-riche ignores
the poverty and squalor that surrounds them. In E. L. Doctorow’s skilled hands, The Waterworks becomes, in the words of The New York
Times, “a dark moral tale . . . an eloquently troubling evocation of our past.” “Startling and spellbinding . . . The waters that lave the narrative
all run to the great confluence, where the deepest issues of life and death are borne along on the swift, sure vessel of [Doctorow’s] poetic
imagination.” –The New York Times Book Review “Hypnotic . . . a dazzling romp, an extraordinary read, given strength and grace by the
telling, by the poetic voice and controlled cynical lyricism of its streetwise and world-weary narrator.” –The Philadelphia Inquirer “A gem of a
novel, intimate as chamber music . . . a thriller guaranteed to leave readers with residual chills and shudders.” –Boston Sunday Herald
“Enthralling . . . a story of debauchery and redemption that is spellbinding from first page to last.” –Chicago Sun-Times “An immense,
extraordinary achievement.” –San Francisco Chronicle
In the title story of this collection, struggling writer Paul Varjak moves into a New York apartment building and becomes intrigued by his pretty,
quirky neighbour Holly Golightly. Holly's lifestyle confuses and fascinates Paul; in public she flits through parties with a sexy, sophisticated air,
but when they're alone she changes into a sweetly vulnerable bundle of neuroses.
What would you change if you could travel back in time? Down a small alleyway in the heart of Tokyo, there’s an underground café that’s
been serving carefully brewed coffee for over a hundred years. Local legend says that this shop offers its customers something else besides
coffee—the chance to travel back in time. The rules, however, are far from simple: you must sit in one particular seat, and you can’t venture
outside the café, nor can you change the present. And, most important, you only have the time it takes to drink a hot cup of coffee—or risk
getting stuck forever. Over the course of one summer, four customers visit the café in the hopes of traveling to another time: a heartbroken
lover looking for closure, a nurse with a mysterious letter from her husband, a waitress hoping to say one last goodbye and a mother whose
child she may never get the chance to know. Heartwarming, wistful and delightfully quirky, Before the Coffee Gets Cold explores the
intersecting lives of four women who come together in one extraordinary café, where the service may not be quick, but the opportunities are
endless.
The Miner is the most daringly experimental and least well-known novel of the great Meiji writer Natsume Soseki. An absurdist tale about the
indeterminate nature of human personality, written in 1908, it was in many ways a precursor to the work of Joyce and Beckett. The result is a
novel that is both absurd and comical, and a true modernist classic.
South of the Border, West of the Sun is the beguiling story of a past rekindled, and one of Haruki Murakami’s most touching novels. Hajime
has arrived at middle age with a loving family and an enviable career, yet he feels incomplete. When a childhood friend, now a beautiful
woman, shows up with a secret from which she is unable to escape, the fault lines of doubt in Hajime’s quotidian existence begin to give
way. Rich, mysterious, and quietly dazzling, in South of the Border, West of the Sun the simple arc of one man’s life becomes the exquisite
literary terrain of Murakami’s remarkable genius.
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