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Of the estimated 1 billion people in the developing world who survive in conditions of extreme poverty, 70 percent live in Asia. The
majority of these people live in rural areas and agriculture is their main occupation. Most of the rural poor are small and marginal
farmers, landless agricultural workers, fisherfolk, artisans, female headed households, the aged and infirm, and children. The
incidence of poverty is highest among female heads of households and children. The seminar on "Poverty Alleviation through
Agricultural Projects" provided thirty development practitioners with an opportunity to consider strategies, policies, and practices
that help alleviate rural poverty. The seminar discussed four key issues of relevance to policy makers: (1) poverty cannot be
measured by income alone; (2) poverty cannot be alleviated through a short-term, piecemeal approach; (3) agricultural projects
constitute one of the many means available to governments for alleviating rural poverty; and (4) the role of public sector in poverty
alleviation needs to be reconsidered.
All men and women are subject to risk: illness, accident, death. Some shocks affect their ability to feed and support themselves
properly, either temporarily: unemployment, crop failure, and loss of property; or permanently: disability, and skill
obsolescence.This report summarises what is known and also what is not known about the sources of risk faced by the rural poor
and their coping strategies. It examines the impact of risk and risk-coping strategies on development and the way in which
governments and international organisations can assist in dealing with risk and overcoming poverty.
This report finalized in March 2001 constitutes a step toward the objective of designing an integrated strategy for rural poverty
reduction in Brazil, The report contains an updated and more detailed profile of the rural poor in the northeast (NE) and southeast
(SE) of Brazil; identifies key determinants of rural poverty in these regions; and proposes a five-pronged strategic framework in
which to couch a set of integrated policies that could effectively help to reduce rural poverty in Brazil. This tentative set of policy
options was identified via an analysis of rural poverty determinants complemented with an evaluation of relevant current public
programs and six in-depth thematic studies that bear on critical components of the proposed integrated policy approach aimed at
reducing rural poverty in the NE and SE of Brazil: 1) the dynamics of the Brazilian small farm sector, 2) rural labor markets, 3) rural
land markets, 4) rural non-farm employment, 5) rural education, and 6) rural pensions. While this study emphasizes primarily
microeconomic events--such as the impact of schooling, income transfers, and access to land and credit--poverty reduction
requires both economic growth (macro-level) and specific anti-poverty policies (micro-level).
This report adopts a decent work perspective to approach the challenge of promoting employment and reducing poverty in rural
areas by examining issues of employment, social protection, rights and social dialogue in rural areas in an integrated way.
To lift and keep millions out of poverty requires that smallholder agriculture be productive and profitable in the developing world.
Do we know how to make this happen? Researchers and practitioners still debate how best to do so. The prevailing methodology,
which claims causality from measures of statistical significance, is inductive and yields contradictory results. In this book, instead
of correlations, Isabelle Tsakok looks for patterns common to cases of successful agricultural transformation and then tests them
against other cases. She proposes a hypothesis that five sets of conditions are necessary to achieve success. She concludes that
government investment in and delivery of public goods and services sustained over decades is essential to maintaining these
conditions and thus successfully transform poverty-ridden agricultures. No amount of foreign aid can substitute for such sustained
government commitment. The single most important threat to such government commitment is subservience to the rich and
powerful minority.
Contributed articles of national seminar predominantly on the problems of rural employment and poverty in Uttar Pradesh, India.
This book offers a set of methods, drawing on the tool kit of modern economics, to ascertain what Vietnam's economy would have looked like
without reforms and assesses what types of households are likely to gain from the reforms. The book's findings have implications on broader
issues of social protection in developing rural economies.
"The State of World Rural Poverty offers the first comprehensive look at the economic conditions and prospects of the world's rural poor.
Certain to become a definitive source of data and analysis, especially for the unique rural poverty indexes of 114 developing countries, as
well as an invaluable policy guide to issues involving development and poverty in underdeveloped nations, this volume incorporates research
from all over the world."--BOOK JACKET.
This book provides insight into rural poverty in Latin America. It draws on six case studies of recent rural household surveys for Chile,
Colombia, El Salvador, Honduras, Paraguay, and Peru and several thematic studies examining land, labor, rural financial markets, the
environments, and disadvantaged groups. Recognizing the heterogeneity within the rural economy, the studies characterize three important
groups--small farmers, landless farm workers, and rural non-farm workers--and provide quantitative and qualitative analyses of the
determinants of household income.
The present study focuses on gender while analyzing the effects of the Rural Poverty Reduction Project (RPRP) on the use of time and
income generation as well as on cultural and social capital aspects. The study was based on a pilot project in Rio Grande do Norte designed
to reinforce actions of the RPRP's focus on gender. The study should be viewed only as an exploratory evaluation that can be indicative of
project effects, since the sample used was small and the time span between the subproject's implementation and the collection of impact
data was short (only one year). However, other measures in the methodology guarantee a satisfactory minimum level of rigorousness in the
evaluation, such as the comparison to a control group taken from a pipeline population of potential beneficiaries and a before-and-after
approach to the analysis. The integration of gender concerns into World Bank poverty-reducing programs has been implemented by
promoting inclusive development, ensuring that both women and men have a voice in the development of their community and benefit from
new development opportunities. Part of this strategy is to advance women's economic empowerment by enhancing their ability to participate
in land, labor, financial, and product markets. The current study was conducted simultaneously with the pilot project in order to document its
results and, when possible, draw lessons that could be helpful in new operations. The study estimates, on a preliminary basis, how
community investments that save women's time in household activities by themselves or combined with investments in production create the
enabling environment for women's economic empowerment and, eventually, help reduce poverty.
Provides indepth accounts of rural poverty in seven developing countries.
Ünal uses Turkey as a case study to investigate the effectiveness and efficiency of land and labor markets in spreading economic
opportunities within agriculture and its ability to reduce rural poverty.
This timely, needed volume focuses on the 9 million people in the U.S. living in poverty in rural settings. Rural poverty is not confined to one
section of the country or to on ethnic group. It is a national problem, and the resolution of hidden America's persistent economic plight will
depend on a better understanding of who is poor and why. This book's clear, authoritative chapters describe the declining opportunities
available in rural areas--- including the social, educational, and political factors that so often pose barriers to economic advancement.
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economic plight will now depend on a better understanding of who is poor and why. This book's clear, authoritative chapters describe the
declining opportunities available in rural areas--including the social, educational, and political factors that so often pose barriers to economic
advancement.
With the use of wide-ranging case studies the author clearly illustrates the impact of schemes intended to re-allocate land in developing
countries. Concluding that land reform can play a major part in stimulating rural economies this book explores the extent to which such
policies can successfully reduce poverty and increase agricultural growth.
This analysis explores the relationship between agricultural R&D investments and rural poverty reduction, and the prevalence of
undernourishment in sub-Saharan Africa (SSA). It uses a panel data set of internationally comparable poverty dis-aggregated by urban and
rural areas, country level undernourishment, and ASTI data on R&D investments and derived indicators. The study uses agricultural R&D
knowledge stocks (KS) to account for the lagged effects of research through depreciation and gestation period of investments, and applies
causal mediation analysis to assess the impact of KS on poverty and hunger and measure the relative contribution of KS-induced agricultural
productivity growth on those outcomes. Evidence suggests that, while SSA growth in KS has been relatively slow, it helped reduce rural
poverty and undernourishment – the percentage point reduction in rural extreme and moderate poverty of a 1% annual increase in KS is
0.218 and 0.146 percentage points per year, respectively. Mediation analysis indicates that a fifth of the KS effect on extreme rural poverty,
and a quarter of the KS effect on moderate rural poverty, can be attributed to KS driven gains in agricultural labor productivity. Likewise, KS
growth reduces undernourishment – a 1% annual increase in KS leads to a drop of 0.132 percentage points per year in the prevalence of
undernourishment, with about 40% of that effect mediated through gains in agricultural land productivity. These results indicate that KS
supports poverty and hunger reduction through benefits on-farm and beyond it. They also suggest that there is room for strengthening the
role of R&D KS productivity enhancing innovations. Given the current low levels of investments in R&D and resulting KS, increasing its levels
will be critical, but that alone is not sufficient. Policy makers will have to rethink the way the innovations from R&D get scaled up and pay
attention to the necessary complementary policies and investments that enable a sustainable pathway leading to greater productivity growth
and development impacts.

Fight rural poverty through the creation of significant policy mechanisms, microenterprises, and employment programs
The majority of the world’s poor live in Asia, and most of these live in rural areas. These areas are also infamous for the
food insecurity and malnutrition associated with poverty. Making even a modest dent in rural Asian poverty has the
potential to realize large gains in global human development. Reducing Rural Poverty in Asia provides evidence-based
guidelines for policymakers in developing countries, for researchers focusing on development problems, and for the
international development assistance community in the continuing search for ways to effectively reduce poverty in the
developing world. Detailed examinations are clearly presented on the efforts for poverty alleviation through
microenterprise development and rural public employment programs that focus on public works and household/smallscale industries. Asia-based case studies of various microenterprises and rural public employment projects reveal
important policy mechanisms and the effectiveness of each poverty reduction measure. Tables, figures, and relevant
glossaries make unfamiliar terms and difficult information easy to understand. Part I of Reducing Rural Poverty in Asia:
presents a framework for the analysis of rural microenterprises with a focus on microfinance highlights the main findings
of country-specific case studies suggests guidelines for an appropriate strategy for the provision of microfinance to reach
the poor, alleviate poverty, and create financial stability analyzes the issues relating to public wage employment schemes
and the principal findings of the case studies draws policy conclusions for the formulation of effective public employment
schemes Part II of Reducing Rural Poverty in Asia presents case studies conducted in India, Bangladesh, and the
Philippines—along with revealing conclusions. These studies include: the SIDBI Foundation for Micro Credit in
India—including the continuing problem of the exclusion of the poorest the Maharashtra Rural Credit Project in India and
concerns about the sustainability of the financial infrastructure the Small Enterprises Development Project in Bangladesh
and the high rate of return on capital from financed enterprises the successes of the Grameen Uddog, Agrani Bank MicroEnterprise Development Unit (MEDU), and Kishoreganj Community-Based Projects in Bangladesh the income-stabilizing
role of the Employment Guarantee Scheme in Maharashtra, India guidelines for the Public Works Employment policy and
implementation in the Philippines Reducing Rural Poverty in Asia is a concise overview of the crucial research
undertaken at the request of the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) and makes this a vital resource
for researchers, educators, students, policymakers, and development experts working towards the goal of poverty
reduction.
In most developing countries, poverty is more widespread and severe in rural than in urban areas. The author reviews
some important aspects of rural poverty and draws key implications for public policy. He presents a policy framework for
reducing poverty, taking into account the functional differences and overlap between the rural poor. Several policy
options are delineated and explained, including stable management of the macroeconomic environment, transfer of
assets, investment in and access to the physical and social infrastructure, access to credit and jobs, and provision of
safety nets. Finally, some guideposts are identified for assessing strategies to reduce rural poverty.
Although China has long been recognized for its achievements in reducing absolute poverty since 1978, international
standards now estimate increased poverty incidences, particularly among the rural poor, mostly concentrated in the
western provinces, within remote and mountainous townships, where the absence of educational, health, and nutritional
aspects prevail. The study reviews the macroeconomic context, analyzing trends in employment, inflation, as well as
fiscal challenges in poverty reduction, presenting an overview on the poverty reduction programs, rather focusing on the
implementation of new programs to meet the needs of the poor. It offers measures to increase mountain areas
productivity, through strategic economic development, improved agriculture programs, and market analysis. Options for
poverty reduction through labor mobility, or voluntary resettlement are weighed, emphasizing education, health, and
nutrition. While recommendations include efficient use, and strengthened financial monitoring of funds for poverty
reduction, through increased upland agricultural production, provision of social sectors, and, rural enterprise
development, forging links with government, academic, and civil organizations, the report fails to address the significant
emergence of urban absolute poverty, which may well prod future macroeconomic downturn.
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This book is the first systematic attempt to address emerging land markets and their implications for poverty, equity, and
efficiency across a number of African countries. The high incidence of poverty and the need for increased agricultural
productivity remain acute in rural areas of sub-Saharan Africa, where a lack of secure land rights and a growing scarcity
of land relative to the size of the population are becoming increasingly critical issues. Indeed, land issues in the region
are high on the international policy agenda. Yet our knowledge about land tenure security and other rural factor markets
(such as labor, oxen, manure, purchased inputs, and credit) is far from adequate to formulate sensible policies. The case
studies in the book show that, while land markets and especially informal markets have been rapidly emerging in densely
populated parts of Africa - and have generally been to the benefit of the poor--their functions remain imperfect. This is
due to policy-induced tenure insecurity and the fragmentation of agricultural land. Applying rigorous quantitative
analyses, the book provides a basis for taking into account the role of land markets in national land policies. All too often,
the authors argue, land policies have been extreme, either prohibiting all land transactions or giving unrestricted freehold
rights to a small elite at the expense of the poor. From the long experience in Asia, it is known that such policies are
detrimental to both production efficiency and equity of land use. The authors argue that future policies in Africa should
work with the markets. Regulations should be imposed only with careful testing that they are having the intended effects.
The Emergence of Land Markets in Africa is a resource for teaching in developed and developing countries, as it
provides both comprehensive reviews of the literature and detailed case studies. It is intended to facilitate the dialogue
between researchers and policymakers, as well as inspire researchers to go further in their investigations and build an
even stronger basis for good policies. The Emergence of Land Markets in Africa is the first publication in the new
Environment for Development (EfD) book series. EfD books focus on research and applications in environmental and
natural resource economics as they are relevant to poverty reduction and environmental problems in developing
countries. The EfD book series is part of the EfD initiative. (www.environmentfordevelopment.org)
Sustainable Development Goal 1, ending poverty in all its forms, everywhere, is the most ambitious goal set by the 2030
Agenda. This Goal includes eradicating extreme poverty in the next 12 years, which will require more focused actions in
addition to broad-based interventions. The question is: How can we achieve target 1.1 and overcome the many
challenges that lie ahead? By gaining a deeper understanding of poverty, and the characteristics of the extreme rural
poor in particular, the right policies can be put in place to reach those most in need. This report presents the contribution
that agriculture, food systems and the sustainable use of natural resources can make to securing the livelihoods of the
millions of poor people who struggle in our world.
Reviews causes of poverty in rural areas and presents a policy framework for reducing rural poverty, including through land reform, public
works programs, access to credit, physical and social infrastructure, subsidies, and transfer of technology. Identifies key elements for drafting
a policy to reduce rural poverty.
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