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"This resource book discusses the economic arguments that could (and could not) be
put forth to support the case for investing in the social determinants of health on
average and in the reduction in socially determined health inequalities. It provides an
overview and introduction into how economists would approach the assessment of the
economic motivation to invest in the social determinants of health and socially
determined health inequities, including what the major challenges are in this
assessment. It illustrates the extent to which an economic argument can be made in
favour of investment in 3 major social determinants of health areas: education, social
protection, and urban development and infrastructure. It describes whether education
policy, social protection, and urban development, housing and transport policy can act
as health policy"-This volume provides a comprehensive review of the statistical theory and methods
underlying the estimation of purchasing power parities (PPPs) and real expenditures,
the choices made for the 2005 International Comparison Program (ICP) round, and the
lessons learned that led to improvements in the 2011 ICP.
Explores ways to measure the trule value of domestic work. Presents measures that
could be applied to estimate the extent to which domestic workers are underpaid.
Includes definitions of "domestic work" and "care work". Compares data from South
Africa and Uruguay.
Surely everyone wants to know the source of happiness, and indeed, economists and
social scientists are increasingly interested in the study and effects of subjective wellbeing. Putting forward a rigorous method and new data for measuring, comparing, and
analyzing the relationship between well-being and the way people spend their
time—across countries, demographic groups, and history—this book will help set the
agenda of research and policy for decades to come. It does so by introducing a system
of National Time Accounting (NTA), which relies on individuals’ own evaluations of
their emotional experiences during various uses of time, a distinct departure from
subjective measures such as life satisfaction and objective measures such as the
Gross Domestic Product. A distinguished group of contributors here summarize the
NTA method, provide illustrative findings about well-being based on NTA, and subject
the approach to a rigorous conceptual and methodological critique that advances the
field. As subjective well-being is topical in economics, psychology, and other social
sciences, this book should have cross-disciplinary appeal.
An investigation of the happiness-prosperity connection and whether economists can
measure well-being.
Measuring the social and economic costs of violence can be difficult, and most
estimates only consider direct economic effects, such as productivity loss or the use of
health care services. Communities and societies feel the effects of violence through
loss of social cohesion, financial divestment, and the increased burden on the
healthcare and justice systems. Initial estimates show that early violence prevention
intervention has economic benefits. The IOM Forum on Global Violence Prevention
held a workshop to examine the successes and challenges of calculating direct and
indirect costs of violence, as well as the potential cost-effectiveness of intervention.
The social sector is undergoing a major transformation. We are witnessing an explosion
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in efforts to deliver social change, a burgeoning impact investing industry, and an
unprecedented intergenerational transfer of wealth. Yet we live in a world of rapidly
rising inequality, where social sector services are unable to keep up with societal need,
and governments are stretched beyond their means. Alnoor Ebrahim addresses one of
the fundamental dilemmas facing leaders as they navigate this uncertain terrain:
performance measurement. How can they track performance towards worthy goals
such as reducing poverty, improving public health, or advancing human rights? What
results can they reasonably measure and legitimately take credit for? This book tackles
three core challenges of performance faced by social enterprises and nonprofit
organizations alike: what to measure, what kinds of performance systems to build, and
how to align multiple demands for accountability. It lays out four different types of
strategies for managers to consider—niche, integrated, emergent, and ecosystem—and
details the types of performance measurement and accountability systems best suited
to each. Finally, this book examines the roles of funders such as impact investors,
philanthropic foundations, and international aid agencies, laying out how they can best
enable meaningful performance measurement.
Globalization is a multi-dimensional concept reflecting the increased economic, social, cultural,
and political integration of countries. There has been no pinpointed consensus on the history of
globalization; however, the globalization process has gained significant speed as of the 1980s
in combination with liberalization. Many countries have removed or loosened barriers over the
international flows of goods, services, and production factors. In this context, both liberalization
and globalization have led to considerable institutional, economic, social, cultural, and political
changes in the world. The liberalization and globalization processes have affected economic
units, institutions, cultures, social lives, and national and international politics. The Handbook
of Research on Institutional, Economic, and Social Impacts of Globalization and Liberalization
provides a comprehensive evaluation of the institutional, economic, and social impacts of
globalization and liberalization processes across the world. While highlighting topics like
economics, finance, business, and public administration, this book is ideally intended for
government officials, policymakers, practitioners, stakeholders, researchers, and academicians
interested in the international impacts of globalization and liberalization across a variety of
different domains.
While the concept of social value is not new, recent interest in social value in construction has
grown because of new social procurement legislation around the world and an increasing
acceptance of the need to ensure construction projects provide social value, rather than simply
economic value. Despite this growing recognition, literature and professional guidance on the
subject is hard to find. This is the first book looking at social value in construction and it sets
the agenda by asking and answering important questions like: How is the construction industry
developing and supporting social enterprise and social value and for who? How and when is
the industry recording and measuring social value and its effect? Which organisations are
doing things well and what can we learn from their experiences? What can industry players do
together to consolidate efforts and drive improvements? What are the key challenges in the
field and what does the future look like? Drawing on a variety of professional and academic
experiences and disciplines, the authors present global perspectives and lay the foundations
for creating social value in the construction industry. This timely book makes use of real-life
case studies and examples of best practice to demonstrate how innovative companies can
utilise contemporary research to create social value through their projects. It is time the
construction industry viewed community involvement and corporate social responsibility as an
opportunity rather than a risk, and this is the book that shows the industry how. This is
essential reading for all professionals in the construction, engineering, architecture and built
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environment sector. In particular, project managers, clients, contract managers, quantity
surveyors, CSR and HR personnel will gain a lot from reading this book.
A guide for constructing and using composite indicators for policy makers, academics, the
media and other interested parties. In particular, this handbook is concerned with indicators
which compare and rank country performance.
These Guidelines represent the first attempt to provide international recommendations on
collecting, publishing, and analysing subjective well-being data.
There are not enough resources in health care systems around the world to fund all technically
feasible and potentially beneficial health care interventions. Difficult choices have to be made,
and economic evaluation offers a systematic and transparent process for informing such
choices. A keycomponent of economic evaluation is how to value the benefits of health care in
a way that permits comparison between health care interventions, such as through costs per
quality-adjusted life years (QALY).Measuring and Valuing Health Benefits for Economic
Evaluation examines the measurement and valuation of health benefits, reviews the explosion
of theoretical and empirical work in the field, and explores an area of research that continues to
be a major source of debate. It addresses the keyquestions in the field including: the definition
of health, the techniques of valuation, who should provide the values, techniques for modelling
health state values, the appropriateness of tools in children and vulnerable groups, cross
cultural issues, and the problem of choosing the rightinstrument.This new edition contains
updated empirical examples and practical applications, which help to clarify the readers
understanding of real world contexts. It features a glossary containing the common terms used
by practitioners, and has been updated to cover new measures of health and wellbeing,
suchas ICECAP, ASCOT and AQOL. It takes into account new research into the social
weighting of a QALY, the rising use of ordinal valuation techniques, use of the internet to
collect data, and the use of health state utility values in cost effectiveness models.This is an
ideal resource for anyone wishing to gain a specialised understanding of health benefit
measurement in economic evaluation, especially those working in the fields of health
economics, public sector economics, pharmacoeconomics, health services research, public
health, and quality of liferesearch.
This paper uses a national evaluation of the Job Corps program as a basis for a discussion of
techniques and methods of program evaluation as currently practiced in the United States.
Drawing on OECD statistics in particular, ‘Understanding Economic Statistics: an OECD
perspective' shows readers how to use statistics to understand the world economy. It gives an
overview of the history, key concepts and the main providers of economic statistics.

Metrics matter for policy and policy matters for well-being. In this report, the cochairs of the OECD-hosted High Level Expert Group on the Measurement of
Economic Performance and Social Progress, Joseph E. Stiglitz, Jean-Paul
Fitoussi and Martine Durand, show how over-reliance on GDP as the ...
How we produce and consume food has a bigger impact on Americans' wellbeing than any other human activity. The food industry is the largest sector of our
economy; food touches everything from our health to the environment, climate
change, economic inequality, and the federal budget. From the earliest
developments of agriculture, a major goal has been to attain sufficient foods that
provide the energy and the nutrients needed for a healthy, active life. Over time,
food production, processing, marketing, and consumption have evolved and
become highly complex. The challenges of improving the food system in the 21st
century will require systemic approaches that take full account of social,
economic, ecological, and evolutionary factors. Policy or business interventions
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involving a segment of the food system often have consequences beyond the
original issue the intervention was meant to address. A Framework for Assessing
Effects of the Food System develops an analytical framework for assessing
effects associated with the ways in which food is grown, processed, distributed,
marketed, retailed, and consumed in the United States. The framework will allow
users to recognize effects across the full food system, consider all domains and
dimensions of effects, account for systems dynamics and complexities, and
choose appropriate methods for analysis. This report provides example
applications of the framework based on complex questions that are currently
under debate: consumption of a healthy and safe diet, food security, animal
welfare, and preserving the environment and its resources. A Framework for
Assessing Effects of the Food System describes the U.S. food system and
provides a brief history of its evolution into the current system. This report
identifies some of the real and potential implications of the current system in
terms of its health, environmental, and socioeconomic effects along with a sense
for the complexities of the system, potential metrics, and some of the data needs
that are required to assess the effects. The overview of the food system and the
framework described in this report will be an essential resource for decision
makers, researchers, and others to examine the possible impacts of alternative
policies or agricultural or food processing practices.
An innovative, big data approach to tracking the impact and benefits of publicly
funded research, focusing on food safety.
The fact that the global economy is broken may be widely accepted, but what
precisely needs to be fixed has become the subject of enormous controversy. In
2008, the President of the United Nations General Assembly convened an
international panel, chaired by Nobel Prize-winning economist Joseph Stiglitz and
including 20 leading experts on the international monetary system, to address
this crucial issue. This report controversially establishes a bold agenda for policy
change, both broad in scope and profound in its ambitions.
This essential Handbook makes underground, hidden, grey economies intelligible
and consistently quantifiable. An invaluable tool for statistics producers and users
and researchers, the book explains how the non-observed economy can be
measured and ...
This book covers diverse themes, including institutions and efficiency, choice and
values, law and economics, development and policy, and social and economic
measurement. Written in honour of the distinguished economist Satish K. Jain,
this compilation of essays should appeal not only to students and researchers of
economic theory but also to those interested in the design and evaluation of
institutions and policy.
One of the most ambitious legacies of the 20th century was the universal
commitment to ensure freedom from want as a human right. But to what extent
are countries across the world living up to this commitment? This path breaking
book develops an innovative, evidence-based index for comparing performance
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on education, food, health, work and housing across very differently situated
countries and over time. It explores the factors influencing performance and
provides empirical evidence to resolve some long standing controversies over the
principle of "progressive realization". By defying the boundaries of traditional
research disciplines, this work fundamentally advances our knowledge about the
status of and factors promoting social and economic rights fulfillment at the dawn
of the 21st century.
A bold agenda for a better way to assess societal well-being, by three of the world’s
leading economists and statisticians "If we want to put people first, we have to know
what matters to them, what improves their well-being, and how we can supply more of
whatever that is." —Joseph E. Stiglitz In 2009, a group of economists led by Nobel
laureate Joseph E. Stiglitz, French economist Jean-Paul Fitoussi, and Nobel laureate
Amartya Sen issued a report challenging gross domestic product (GDP) as a measure
of progress and well-being. Published as Mismeasuring Our Lives by The New Press,
the book sparked a global conversation about GDP and a major movement among
scholars, policy makers, and activists to change the way we measure our economies.
Now, in Measuring What Counts, Stiglitz, Fitoussi, and Martine Durand—summarizing
the deliberations of a panel of experts on the measurement of economic performance
and social progress hosted at the OECD, the international organization incorporating
the most economically advanced countries—propose a new, “beyond GDP” agenda.
This book provides an accessible overview of the last decade’s global movement,
sparked by the original critique of GDP, and proposes a new “dashboard” of metrics to
assess a society’s health, including measures of inequality and economic vulnerability,
whether growth is environmentally sustainable, and how people feel about their lives.
Essential reading for our time, it also serves as a guide for policy makers and others on
how to use these new tools to fundamentally change the way we measure our
lives—and to plot a radically new path forward.
This is the United Nations definitive report on the state of the world economy, providing
global and regional economic outlook for 2020 and 2021. Produced by the Department
of Economic and Social Affairs, the five United Nations regional commissions, the
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, with contributions from the UN
World Tourism Organization and other intergovernmental agencies.
How is real capital measured by government statistical agencies? How could this
measure be improved to correspond more closely to an economist's ideal measure of
capital in economic analysis and prediction? It is possible to construct a single, reliable
time series for all capital goods, regardless of differences in vintage, technological
complexity, and rates of depreciation? These questions represent the common themes
of this collection of papers, originally presented at a 1976 meeting of the Conference on
Income and Wealth.
While governments throughout the world have different approaches to how they make
their public sector information (PSI) available and the terms under which the information
may be reused, there appears to be a broad recognition of the importance of digital
networks and PSI to the economy and to society. However, despite the huge
investments in PSI and the even larger estimated effects, surprisingly little is known
about the costs and benefits of different information policies on the information society
and the knowledge economy. By understanding the strengths and weaknesses of the
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current assessment methods and their underlying criteria, it should be possible to
improve and apply such tools to help rationalize the policies and to clarify the role of the
internet in disseminating PSI. This in turn can help promote the efficiency and
effectiveness of PSI investments and management, and to improve their downstream
economic and social results. The workshop that is summarized in this volume was
intended to review the state of the art in assessment methods and to improve the
understanding of what is known and what needs to be known about the effects of PSI
activities.
NEW EDITION, REVISED AND UPDATED Most companies today have some
commitment to corporate social responsibility, but implementing these initiatives can be
particularly challenging. While a lot has been written on ethical and strategic factors,
there is still a dearth of information on the practical nuts and bolts. And whereas with
most other organizational initiatives the sole objective is improved financial
performance, sustainability broadens the focus to include social and environmental
performance, which is much more difficult to measure. Now updated throughout with
new examples and new research, this is a complete guide to implementing and
measuring the effectiveness of sustainability initiatives. It draws on Marc Epstein’s and
new coauthor Adriana Rejc Buhovac’s solid academic foundation and extensive
consulting work and includes best practices from dozens of companies in Europe, Asia,
North America, South America, Australia, and Africa. This is the ultimate how-to guide
for corporate leaders, strategists, academics, sustainability consultants, and anyone
else with an interest in actually putting sustainability ideas into practice and making
sure they accomplish their goals.
A proposal for a set of social indicators that assess the quality of our social system and
the quality of life.
Metrics matter for policy and policy matters for well-being. In this report, the co-chairs of
the OECD-hosted High Level Expert Group on the Measurement of Economic
Performance and Social Progress, Joseph E. Stiglitz, Jean-Paul Fitoussi and Martine
Durand, show how over-reliance on GDP as the yardstick of economic performance
misled policy makers who did not see the 2008 crisis coming. When the crisis did hit,
concentrating on the wrong indicators meant that governments made inadequate policy
choices, with severe and long-lasting consequences for many people. While GDP is the
most well-known, and most powerful economic indicator, it can't tell us everything we
need to know about the health of countries and societies. In fact, it can't even tell us
everything we need to know about economic performance. We need to develop
dashboards of indicators that reveal who is benefitting from growth, whether that growth
is environmentally sustainable, how people feel about their lives, what factors contribute
to an individual's or a country's success. This book looks at progress made over the
past 10 years in collecting well-being data, and in using them to inform policies. An
accompanying volume, For Good Measure: Advancing Research on Well-being Metrics
Beyond GDP, presents the latest findings from leading economists and statisticians on
selected issues within the broader agenda on defining and measuring well-being.
Measuring Economic Growth and Productivity: Foundations, KLEMS Production Models, and
Extensions presents new insights into the causes, mechanisms and results of growth in
national and regional accounts. It demonstrates the versatility and usefulness of the KLEMS
databases, which generate internationally comparable industry-level data on outputs, inputs
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and productivity. By rethinking economic development beyond existing measurements, the
book's contributors align the measurement of growth and productivity to contemporary global
challenges, addressing the need for measurements as well as the Gross Domestic Product. All
contributors in this foundational volume are recognized experts in their fields, all inspired by the
path-breaking research of Dale W. Jorgenson. Demonstrates how an approach based on
sources of economic growth (KLEMS – capital, labor, energy, materials and services) can be
used to analyze economic growth and productivity Includes examples covering the G7, E7, EU,
Latin America, Norway, China, Taiwan, Japan, Korea, India and other South Asian countries
Examines the effects of digital, information, communication and integrated technologies on
national and regional economies
In February 2010, the National Research Council convened a workshop to investigate the
feasibility of developing well-grounded common metrics to advance behavioral and social
science research, both in terms of advancing the development of theory and increasing the
utility of research for policy and practice. The Workshop on Advancing Social Science Theory:
The Importance of Common Metrics had three goals: To examine the benefits and costs
involved in moving from metric diversity to greater standardization, both in terms of advancing
the development of theory and increasing the utility of research for policy and practice. To
consider whether a set of criteria can be developed for understanding when the measurement
of a particular construct is ready to be standardized. To explore how the research community
can foster a move toward standardization when it appears warranted. This book is a summary
of the two days of presentations and discussions that took place during the workshop.
Today’s leading economists weigh in with a new “dashboard” of metrics for measuring our
economic and social health "What we measure affects what we do. If we focus only on material
well-being—on, say, the production of goods, rather than on health, education, and the
environment—we become distorted in the same way that these measures are distorted."
—Joseph E. Stiglitz A consensus has emerged among key experts that our conventional
economic measures are out of sync with how most people live their lives. GDP, they argue, is
a poor and outmoded measure of our well-being. The global movement to move beyond GDP
has attracted some of the world’s leading economists, statisticians, and social thinkers who
have worked collectively to articulate new approaches to measuring economic well-being and
social progress. In the decade since the 2008 economic crisis, these experts have come
together to determine what indicators can actually tell us about people’s lives. In the first book
of its kind, leading economists from around the world, including Thomas Piketty, Emmanuel
Saez, Elizabeth Beasely, Jacob Hacker, François Bourguignon, Nora Lustig, Alan B. Krueger,
and Joseph E. Stiglitz, describe a range of fascinating metrics—from economic insecurity and
environmental sustainability to inequality of opportunity and levels of trust and resilience—that
can be used to supplement the simplistic measure of gross domestic product, providing a far
more nuanced and accurate account of societal health and well-being. This groundbreaking
volume is sure to provide a major source of ideas and inspiration for one of the most important
intellectual movements of our time.
The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park is 344 400 square kilometres in size and is home to one of
the most diverse ecosystems in the world. This comprehensive guide describes the organisms
and ecosystems of the Great Barrier Reef, as well as the biological, chemical and physical
processes that influence them. Contemporary pressing issues such as climate change, coral
bleaching, coral disease and the challenges of coral reef fisheries are also discussed. In
addition,the book includes a field guide that will help people to identify the common animals
and plants on the reef, then to delve into the book to learn more about the roles the biota play.
Beautifully illustrated and with contributions from 33 international experts, The Great Barrier
Reef is a must-read for the interested reef tourist, student, researcher and environmental
manager. While it has an Australian focus, it can equally be used as a baseline text for most
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Indo-Pacific coral reefs. Winner of a Whitley Certificate of Commendation for 2009.
The rapid trend of globalization has brought with it a variety of sustainability challenges,
including global climate change, biodiversity loss, poverty, and social inequalities, which are
problems with unclear boundaries, complicated interrelated components, undefined
parameters, contradictory values, and no single solution. Social work has a long-standing
tradition of emphasizing the interaction of people and their environment. For this reason, the
field of social work is one of the best-placed academic disciplines for studying the impact of
environmental change on social systems, and should play an important role in developing
strategies for mitigating and adapting to these environmental challenges. However, traditional
social work tends to lack sustaining work and neglect globally interconnected social problems.
Combining case studies and country reports from around Asia with a theoretical framework for
understanding sustainability concerns, this book aims to show how social work can play a
valuable role in mitigating and adapting to environmental challenges and social sustainability.
For social work to develop a meaningful and viable profession that addresses contemporary
sustainability issues, it requires changes and transformation in paradigm, theories, strategies,
social policy and social services that will facilitate a sustainable future for all mankind.
Developing New National Data on Social Mobility summarizes a workshop convened in June
2013 to consider options for a design for a new national survey on social mobility. The
workshop was sponsored by the National Science Foundation and convened by the Committee
on Population and the Committee on National Statistics Division of Behavioral and Social
Sciences and Education of the National Research Council. Scientific experts from a variety of
social and behavioral disciplines met to plan a new national survey on social mobility that will
provide the first definitive evidence on recent and long-term trends in social mobility, with the
objectives of coming to an understanding of the substantial advances in the methods and
statistics for modeling mobility, in survey methodology and population-based survey
experiments, in opportunities to merge administrative and survey data, and in the techniques of
measuring race, class, education, and income. The workshop also focused on documenting
the state of understanding of the mechanisms through which inequality is generated in the past
four decades. In the absence of a survey designed and dedicated to the collection of
information to assess the status of social mobility, a wide variety of data sources designed for
other purposes have been pressed into service in order to illuminate the state of social mobility
and its trends. Developing New National Data on Social Mobility discusses the key decision
points associated with launching a new national level survey of social mobility. This report
considers various aspects of a major new national survey, including identifying relevant new
theoretical perspectives and technical issues that have implications for modeling,
measurement, and data collection.
This report presents indicators traditionally used to monitor the information society and
complements them with experimental indicators that provide insight into areas of policy
interest.
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