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Pale Fire Vladimir Nabokov
Little Novels, as the title suggests, contains several
short novellas meant to be read "just before bed."
Mystery stories in this volume include "Mrs. Zant and
the Ghost," "Miss Bertha and the Yankee," "Mr.
Policeman and the Cook," "Miss MIna and the
Groom," "Mr. Lismore and the Widow" and more.
A startling and revelatory examination of Nabokov’s
life and works—notably Pale Fire and Lolita—bringing
new insight into one of the twentieth century’s most
enigmatic authors. Vladimir Nabokov witnessed the
horrors of his century, escaping Revolutionary
Russia then Germany under Hitler, and fled France
with his Jewish wife and son just weeks before Paris
fell to the Nazis. He repeatedly faced accusations of
turning a blind eye to human suffering to write artful
tales of depravity. But does one of the greatest
writers in the English language really deserve the
label of amoral aesthete bestowed on him by so
many critics? Using information from newly-
declassified intelligence files and recovered military
history, Pitzer argues that far from being a proponent
of art for art’s sake, Nabokov managed to hide
disturbing history in his fiction—history that has gone
unnoticed for decades. Nabokov emerges as a kind
of documentary conjurer, spending decades of his
career recording a saga of forgotten concentration
camps and searing bigotry, from WWI to the Gulag
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and the Holocaust. Lolita surrenders Humbert
Humbert’s secret identity, and reveals a Nabokov
appalled by American anti-Semitism. The lunatic
narrator of Pale Fire recalls Russian tragedies that
once haunted the world. From Tsarist courts to Nazi
film sets, from the CIA to wartime Casablanca, the
story of Nabokov’s family is the story of his
century—and both are woven inextricably into his
fiction.
The Goalkeeperis a new scholarly almanac devoted
to the art of Vladimir Nabokov. Himself an ardent
goalkeeper, the author of Lolita viewed soccer as
more than a game: "I was less the keeper of a
soccer goal than the keeper of a secret" (Speak,
Memory). The inaugural collection features
contributions from two dozen leading Nabokov
scholars worldwide, including academic articles (Neil
Cornwell, Gerard de Vries, Samuel Schuman, and
others); roundtable discussions (Brian Boyd, Jeff
Edmunds, Priscilla Meyer, David Rampton, Leona
Toker); interviews (Dmitri Nabokov, Alvin Toffler);
archival materials; the Kyoto Nabokov conference
report; and book reviews (Pekka Tammi, Zoran
Kuzmanovich, Galya Diment). The Nabokov
Almanac, edited by Yuri Leving, is affiliated with the
Nabokov Online Journal, published since 2007.
The secret history of novelists is often a history of
exile and tourism - a history of language learning.
Like the story of Gustave Flaubert and Juliet Herbert,
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it is a history of loss and mistakes. As Flaubert
finished Madame Bovary, Miss Herbert, his niece's
governess, translated the novel into English. But this
translation has since been lost. Miss Herbert
provides a map to the imaginary country shared
between writers and readers. For translation, and
emigration, is the way into a new history of the novel.
We assume that we can read novels in translation.
We also assume that style does not translate. But
the history of the novel is the history of style. Miss
Herbert explores the solutions to this conundrum.
This book demonstrates a new way of reading
internationally - complete with maps, illustrations,
and helpful diagrams. And it includes a slim
appendix: 'Mademoiselle O', a story by Vladimir
Nabokov, which he worked on in three languages,
over thirty years, and whose original French version
is now translated into English by Adam Thirlwell.
Adam Thirlwell was named as one of Granta's Best
of Young British Novelists in 2003 and again in 2013.
An alien invasion comes to one man’s doorstep in
the form of a story-creature, followed by death and
rebirth in a transformed Earth, in this Tor.com
Original science fiction tale from Jeff VanderMeer,
the New York Times bestselling author of the
Southern Reach trilogy. At the Publisher's request,
this title is being sold without Digital Rights
Management Software (DRM) applied.
Vintage Readers are a perfect introduction to some
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of the greatest modern writers presented in
attractive, accessible paperback editions. “It was
Nabokov’s gift to bring paradise wherever he
alighted.” —John Updike, The New York Review of
Books Novelist, poet, critic, translator, and, above
all, a peerless imaginer, Vladimir Nabokov was
arguably the most dazzling prose stylist of the
twentieth century. In novels like Lolita, Pale Fire, and
Ada, or Ardor, he turned language into an instrument
of ecstasy. Vintage Nabokov includes sections 1-10
of his most famous and controversial novel, Lolita;
the stories “The Return of Chorb,” “The Aurelian,”
“A Forgotten Poet,” “Time and Ebb,” “Signs and
Symbols,” “The Vane Sisters,” and “Lance”; and
chapter 12 from his memoir Speak, Memory.
Professor Adam Krug, the foremost philosopher of
his country, is, along with his son, kidnapped by the
government in hopes of making him support Paduk,
dictator and leader of the Party of the Average Man
"In 1940 Edmund Wilson was the undisputed big dog
of American letters. Vladimir Nabokov was a near-
penniless Russian exile seeking asylum in the
States. Wilson became a mentor to Nabokov,
introducing him to every editor of note, assigning
reviews for The New Republic, engineering a
Guggenheim. Their intimate friendship blossomed
over a shared interest in all things Russian, ruffled a
bit by political disagreements. But then came Lolita,
and suddenly Nabokov was the big (and very rich)
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dog. Finally the feud erupted in full when Nabokov
published his hugely footnoted and virtually
unreadable literal translation of Pushkin's famously
untranslatable verse novel Eugene Onegin. Wilson
attacked his friend's translation with hammer and
tong in the New York Review of Books. Nabokov
counterattacked in the same publication. Back and
forth the increasingly aggressive letters volleyed until
their friendship was reduced to ashes by the
narcissism of small differences"--
A rich compilation of the previously uncollected
Russian and English prose and interviews of one of
the twentieth century's greatest writers, edited by
Nabokov experts Brian Boyd and Anastasia Tolstoy.
"I think like a genius, I write like a distinguished
author, and I speak like a child": so Vladimir
Nabokov famously wrote in the introduction to his
volume of selected prose, Strong Opinions. Think,
Write, Speak follows up where that volume left off,
with a rich compilation of his uncollected prose and
interviews, from a 1921 essay about Cambridge to
two final interviews in 1977. The chronological order
allows us to watch the Cambridge student and the
fledgling Berlin reviewer and poet turn into the
acclaimed Paris émigré novelist whose stature
brought him to teach in America, where his
international success exploded with Lolita and
propelled him back to Europe. Whether his subject is
Proust or Pushkin, the sport of boxing or the
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privileges of democracy, Nabokov's supreme
individuality, his keen wit, and his alertness to the
details of life illuminate the page.
"As seductive and engaging a book as I have come
across in a while . . . Would have brought a gleam of
enjoyment even to Nabokov’s gimlet eye." --Daphne
Merkin, The New York Times Book Review
This compelling account concludes Nobel
Prize–winner Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn’s literary
memoirs of his years in the West after his forced
exile from the USSR following the publication of The
Gulag Archipelago. The book reflects both the pain
of separation from his Russian homeland and the
chasm of miscomprehension between him and
Western opinion makers. In Between Two
Millstones, Solzhenitsyn likens his position to that of
a grain that becomes lodged between two massive
stones, each grinding away—the Soviet Communist
power with its propaganda machine on the one hand
and the Western establishment with its mainstream
media on the other. Book 2 picks up the story of
Solzhenitsyn’s remarkable life after the raucous
publicity over his 1978 Harvard Address has died
down. The author parries attacks from the Soviet
state (and its many fellow-travelers in the Western
press) as well as from recent émigrés who,
according to Solzhenitsyn, defame Russian culture,
history, and religion. He shares his unvarnished view
of several infamous episodes, such as a sabotaged
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meeting with Ronald Reagan, aborted Senate
hearings regarding Radio Liberty, and Gorbachev’s
protracted refusal to allow The Gulag Archipelago to
be published back home. There is also a captivating
chapter detailing his trips to Japan, Taiwan, and
Great Britain, including meetings with Margaret
Thatcher and Prince Charles and Princess Diana.
Meanwhile, the central themes of Book 1 course
through this volume, too—the immense artistic
quandary of fashioning The Red Wheel, staunch
Western hostility to the historical and future Russia
(and how much can, or should, the author do about
it), and the challenges of raising his three sons in the
language and spirit of Russia while cut off from the
homeland in a remote corner of rural New England.
The book concludes in 1994, as Solzhenitsyn bids
farewell to the West in a valedictory series of
speeches and meetings with world leaders, including
John Paul II, and prepares at last to return home
with his beloved wife Natalia, full of misgivings about
what use he can be in the first chaotic years of post-
Communist Russia, but never wavering in his
conviction that, in the long run, his books would
speak, influence, and convince. This vibrant, faithful,
and long-awaited first English translation of Between
Two Millstones, Book 2, will fascinate Solzhenitsyn's
many admirers, as well as those interested in
twentieth-century history, Russian history, and
literature in general.
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From the award-winning author of The Electric
Michelangelo, one of the most decorated young
British writers working today, comes a literary
masterpiece: a breathtaking work that beautifully and
provocatively surveys the frontiers of the human
spirit and our animal drives. For almost a decade,
zoologist Rachel Caine has lived a solitary existence
far from her estranged family in England, monitoring
wolves in a remote section of Idaho as part of a
wildlife recovery program. But a surprising phone call
takes her back to the peat and wet light of the Lake
District where she grew up. The eccentric Earl of
Annerdale has a controversial scheme to reintroduce
the Grey Wolf to the English countryside, and he
wants Rachel to spearhead the project. Though
she’s skeptical, the earl’s lands are close to the
village where she grew up, and where her aging
mother now lives. While the earl’s plan harks back
to an ancient idyll of untamed British wilderness,
Rachel must contend with modern-day
realities—health and safety issues, public anger and
fear, cynical political interests. But the return of the
Grey unexpectedly sparks her own regeneration.
Exploring the fundamental nature of wilderness and
wildness, The Wolf Border illuminates both our
animal nature and humanity: sex, love, conflict, and
the desire to find answers to the question of our
existence—the emotions, desires, and needs that rule
our lives.
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Using Vladimir Nabokov and Salman Rushdie's
work, this study argues that transnational fiction
refuses the simple oppositions of postcolonial theory
and suggests the possibility of an inclusive global
literature.
Using Vladimir Nabokov as its “case study,” this
volume approaches translation as a crucial avenue
into literary history and theory, philosophy and
interpretation. The book attempts to bring together
issues in translation and the shift in Nabokov studies
from its earlier emphasis on the “metaliterary” to the
more recent “metaphysical” approach. Addressing
specific texts (both literary and cinematic), the book
investigates Nabokov’s deeply ambivalent
relationship to translation as a hermeneutic
oscillation on his part between the relative stability of
meaning, which expresses itself philosophically as a
faith in the beyond, and deep metaphysical
uncertainty. While Nabokov’s practice of translation
changes profoundly over the course of his career,
his adherence to the Romantic notion of a “true” but
ultimately elusive metaphysical language remained
paradoxically constant.
Professor Timofey Pnin, late of Tsarist Russia, is now
precariously perched at the heart of an American campus.
Battling with American life and language, Pnin must face
great hazards in this new world: the ruination of his beautiful
lumber-room-as-office; the removal of his teeth and the fitting
of new ones; the search for a suitable boarding house; and
the trials of taking the wrong train to deliver a lecture in a
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language he has yet to master. Wry, intelligent and moving,
Pnin reveals the absurd and affecting story of one man in
exile.
(Book Jacket Status: Jacketed) The urbane authority that
Vladimir Nabokov brought to every word he ever wrote, and
the ironic amusement he cultivated in response to being
uprooted and politically exiled twice in his life, never found
fuller expression than in "Pale Fire" published in 1962 after
the critical and popular success of Lolita had made him an
international literary figure. An ingeniously constructed parody
of detective fiction and learned commentary, "Pale Fire" offers
a cornucopia of deceptive pleasures, at the center of which is
a 999-line poem written by the literary genius John Shade just
before his death. Surrounding the poem is a foreword and
commentary by the demented scholar Charles Kinbote, who
interweaves adoring literary analysis with the fantastical tale
of an assassin from the land of Zembla in pursuit of a
deposed king. Brilliantly constructed and wildly inventive, this
darkly witty novel of suspense, literary one-upmanship, and
political intrigue achieves that rarest of things in literature-
perfect tragicomic balance. With an Introduction by Richard
Rorty
Pale Fire is regarded by many as Vladimir Nabokov's
masterpiece. The novel has been hailed as one of the most
striking early examples of postmodernism and has become a
famous test case for theories about reading because of the
apparent impossibility of deciding between several radically
different interpretations. Does the book have two narrators,
as it first appears, or one? How much is fantasy and how
much is reality? Whose fantasy and whose reality are they?
Brian Boyd, Nabokov's biographer and hitherto the foremost
proponent of the idea that Pale Fire has one narrator, John
Shade, now rejects this position and presents a new and
startlingly different solution that will permanently shift the
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nature of critical debate on the novel. Boyd argues that the
book does indeed have two narrators, Shade and Charles
Kinbote, but reveals that Kinbote had some strange and
highly surprising help in writing his sections. In light of this
interpretation, Pale Fire now looks distinctly less
postmodern--and more interesting than ever. In presenting his
arguments, Boyd shows how Nabokov designed Pale Fire for
readers to make surprising discoveries on a first reading and
even more surprising discoveries on subsequent readings by
following carefully prepared clues within the novel. Boyd
leads the reader step-by-step through the book, gradually
revealing the profound relationship between Nabokov's
ethics, aesthetics, epistemology, and metaphysics. If
Nabokov has generously planned the novel to be accessible
on a first reading and yet to incorporate successive vistas of
surprise, Boyd argues, it is because he thinks a deep
generosity lies behind the inexhaustibility, complexity, and
mystery of the world. Boyd also shows how Nabokov's
interest in discovery springs in part from his work as a
scientist and scholar, and draws comparisons between the
processes of readerly and scientific discovery. This is a
profound, provocative, and compelling reinterpretation of one
of the greatest novels of the twentieth century.
Nabokov's first novel in English, one of his greatest and most
overlooked, with a new Introduction by Michael Dirda.
A novel constructed around the last great poem of a fictional
American poet, John Shade, and an account of his death.
The poem appears in full and the narrative develops through
the lengthy, and increasingly eccentric, notes by his
posthumous editor.
The celebrated author of The Group offers a “clever, witty,
polished” portrait of the 1940s NYC literary bohemia she
knew so well in this debut novel (The New York Times).
Margaret Sargent is young and fearless, a deep thinker
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inspired by the bohemian energy that abounds in New York
City in the years leading up to the Second World War. With
careless abandon, she destroys her marriage and numerous
love affairs as she moves through the social circles of artists
and writers, playing at the fringes of political extremism. She
is an enigma, often wanton and frivolous, but possessing
intelligence and a razor-sharp wit, as well as a troubling core
of inner darkness, self-doubt, and puzzling tendencies toward
self-destruction. For Margaret, urban life in the 1930s is an
ongoing adventure—ever-changing, always surprising, and
deeply, profoundly unsatisfying. Mary McCarthy, author of the
bestselling American classic The Group, burst boldly onto the
literary scene with her provocative debut, The Company She
Keeps. A brilliant, stylistically inventive novel, it offers a rich
portrait of a truly fascinating protagonist in six revealing
episodes. Love her, despise her, or fear for her, you will never
forget Margaret Sargent. This ebook features an illustrated
biography of Mary McCarthy including rare images from the
author’s estate.
"Genette's erudite and witty book challenges radical
historicism in literary studies. . . . A marvel of precision and
argumentative rigour."--Thomas Pavel, Princeton University
At the heart of Nabokov's Pale Fire beats a 999-line
poem, penned by its fictional hero, John Shade. This
first-ever facsimile edition of the poem shows it to be
a masterpiece of American poetry, albeit by an
invented persona. This box contains two booklets -
the poem "Pale Fire" in a pocket edition and the
book of essays by Boyd and Gwynn - as well as
facsimiles of the index cards that John Shade used
for composing his poem, printed as Nabokov
described them.
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Crane's first collection of poems, published when he
was twenty-seven, displays a prodigious gift already
at the height of its powers. This first book of poems
by hart Crane, one of his three major collections,
was originally published in 1926. The themes in
White Buildings are abstract and metaphysical, but
Crane's associations and images spring from the
American scene. Eugene O'Neill wrote: "Hart
Crane's poems are profound and deep-seeking. In
them he reveals, with a new insight and unique
power, the mystic undertones of beauty which move
words to express vision."
Essay from the year 2011 in the subject English
Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade:
1.2, Durham University, language: English, abstract:
The clinical picture of paranoid narcissism and its
inherent contradictions provides a particularly useful
framework for revisiting Nabokov’s work. The
premise that the novels are studies of paranoid
selves, who suffer from an interpretive delirium that
rejects the real in order to impose meaning, has not
been explored in sufficient depth to date. A more
developed understanding of the pathology of
paranoia and schizophrenia as delusional disorders
helps to elucidate that the protagonists are locked in
internally consistent systems of false beliefs. Their
alternating states of grandeur and persecution are
an implicit critique of Modernism’s tendency to
professionalize artists and art criticism.
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First publication of an index-card diary in which
Nabokov recorded sixty-four dreams and
subsequent daytime episodes, allowing the reader a
glimpse of his innermost life.
In Pale Fire Nabokov offers a cornucopia of
deceptive pleasures: a 999-line poem by the
reclusive genius John Shade; an adoring foreword
and commentary by Shade's self-styled Boswell, Dr.
Charles Kinbote; a darkly comic novel of suspense,
literary idolatry and one-upmanship, and political
intrigue.
In a 1925 speech, Nabokov declared that 'everything
in the world plays', including 'love, nature, the arts,
and domestic puns.' Thomas Karshan draws on
untranslated early writings and restricted archival
material to argue that play is Nabokov's signature
theme, and that his novels form one of the most
sophisticated treatments of play ever achieved.
Interviews, articles, and editorials from the 1960s
and 1970s reveal Nabokov's personal views on a
range of subjects, including art, education, politics,
literature, movies, and modern times
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER Winner of the
2000 Pulitzer Prize for biography and hailed by
critics as both “monumental” (The Boston Globe)
and “utterly romantic” (New York magazine), Stacy
Schiff’s Véra (Mrs. Vladimir Nabokov) brings to
shimmering life one of the greatest literary love
stories of our time. Vladimir Nabokov—the émigré
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author of Lolita; Pale Fire; and Speak,
Memory—wrote his books first for himself, second for
his wife, Véra, and third for no one at all. “Without
my wife,” he once noted, “I wouldn’t have written a
single novel.” Set in prewar Europe and postwar
America, spanning much of the century, the story of
the Nabokovs’ fifty-two-year marriage reads as
vividly as a novel. Véra, both beautiful and brilliant, is
its outsized heroine—a woman who loves as deeply
and intelligently as did the great romantic heroines of
Austen and Tolstoy. Stacy Schiff's Véra is a triumph
of the biographical form.
Unlock the more straightforward side of Pale Fire
with this concise and insightful summary and
analysis! This engaging summary presents an
analysis of Pale Fire by Vladimir Nabokov. The book
takes its name from a 999-line poem by the
celebrated American poet John Shade, which is
accompanied by a lengthy commentary by his editor
Charles Kinbote. After Shade’s untimely death,
Kinbote contrives to secure the rights to edit the
poem from his widow, but much of the commentary
that follows is focused on his own preoccupations
and paranoia, particularly with regard to his
homeland of Zembla. The resulting work is a brilliant
piece of metafiction which showcases Nabokov’s
mastery of style and form and leaves the reader
continually unsure of Kinbote’s true identity and
relationship to John Shade. Find out everything you
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need to know about Pale Fire in a fraction of the
time! This in-depth and informative reading guide
brings you: • A complete plot summary • Character
studies • Key themes and symbols • Questions for
further reflection Why choose
BrightSummaries.com? Available in print and digital
format, our publications are designed to accompany
you on your reading journey. The clear and concise
style makes for easy understanding, providing the
perfect opportunity to improve your literary
knowledge in no time. See the very best of literature
in a whole new light with BrightSummaries.com!
Ishmael Reed’s inspired fable of the ragtime era, in
which a social movement threatens to suppress the
spread of black culture—hailed by Harold Bloom as
one of the five hundred greatest books of the
Western canon In 1920s America, a plague is
spreading fast. From New Orleans to Chicago to
New York, the “Jes Grew” epidemic makes people
desperate to dance, overturning social norms in the
process. Anyone is vulnerable and when they catch
it, they’ll bump and grind into a frenzy. Working to
combat the Jes Grew infection are the puritanical
Atonists, a group bent on cultivating a “Talking
Android,” an African American who will infiltrate the
unruly black communities and help crush the
outbreak. But PaPa LaBas, a houngan voodoo
priest, is determined to keep his ancient
culture—including a key spiritual text—alive. Spanning
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a dizzying host of genres, from cinema to academia
to mythology, Mumbo Jumbo is a lively ride through
a key decade of American history. In addition to
ragtime, blues, and jazz, Reed’s allegory draws on
the Harlem Renaissance, the Back to Africa
movement, and America’s occupation of Haiti. His
style throughout is as avant-garde and vibrant as the
music at its center. This ebook features an illustrated
biography of Ishmael Reed including rare images of
the author.
"Archetypes of the cowboy story, tropes drawn from
sci-fi, love letters, diaries, confessions all abound in
this relentlessly engaging tale. Dodson has quite
brilliantly exposed the gears and cogs whirring in the
novelist’s imagination. It is a mad and beautiful
thing.” --Keith Donohue, The Washington Post
Winner of Best of Region for the Southwest in
PRINT’s 2016 Regional Design Awards Bats of the
Republic is an illuminated novel of adventure,
featuring hand-drawn maps and natural history
illustrations, subversive pamphlets and science-
fictional diagrams, and even a nineteenth-century
novel-within-a-novel—an intrigue wrapped in
innovative design. In 1843, fragile naturalist Zadock
Thomas must leave his beloved in Chicago to deliver
a secret letter to an infamous general on the front
lines of the war over Texas. The fate of the volatile
republic, along with Zadock’s future, depends on his
mission. When a cloud of bats leads him off the trail,
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he happens upon something impossible... Three
hundred years later, the world has collapsed and the
remnants of humanity cling to a strange society of
paranoia. Zeke Thomas has inherited a sealed
envelope from his grandfather, an esteemed
senator. When that letter goes missing, Zeke
engages a fomenting rebellion that could free him—if
it doesn’t destroy his relationship, his family legacy,
and the entire republic first. As their stories overlap
and history itself begins to unravel, a war in time
erupts between a lost civilization, a forgotten future,
and the chaos of the wild. Bats of the Republic is a
masterful novel of adventure and science fiction, of
elliptical history and dystopian struggle, and, at its
riveting core, of love.
The textural discussion accompanying this novel
examines the thematic and technical elements which
make it a literary classic
When Alan and his girlfriend, Sile, come across a
primitive hut on the Rock, they are shocked to find
an old man living there. as the drug Euthuol has
made old-age a thing of the past. Sonny is deeply
attached to the Rock and entrusts Alan with
protecting it when he dies.
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