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Paradise Of The Blind Duong Thu Huong
In post-war Vietnam, a young, happily married woman finds her life turned upside down when her supposedly long dead
first husband arrives in her village and, with the support of Party authorities, attempts to claim her as his own. By the
author of Memories of a Pure Spring.
"We let ourselves be won over by this novel that describes with such faithfulness and emotion the tearing apart of a
country and a woman forever caught between two shores." ‚ÄîLe Monde "Full of poetry and freshness‚Ä¶" ‚ÄîGuide de
la rentree litteraire, Lire/Virgin WINNER OF FRANCE’S THE LAGARDERE PRIZESHORTLISTED FOR THE
INTERNATIONAL PRIZE OF ARABIC FICTIONRAISES IMPORTANT QUESTIONS ABOUT IDENTITY, BELONGING,
AND PATRIOTISM In her award-winning novel, Inaam Kachachi portrays the dual tragedy of her native land: America’s
failure and the humiliation of Iraq. The American Granddaughter depicts the American occupation of Iraq through the
eyes of a young Iraqi-American woman, who returns to her country as an interpreter for the US Army. Through the
narrator’s conflicting emotions, we see the tragedy of a country which, having battled to emerge from dictatorship, then
finds itself under foreign occupation. At the beginning of America’s occupation of Iraq, Zeina returns to her war-torn
homeland as an interpreter for the US Army. Her formidable grandmother—the only family member that Zeina believes
she has in Iraq—gravely disapproves of her granddaughter’s actions. Then Zeina meets Haider and Muhaymin, two
“brothers” she knows nothing of, and falls deeply in love with Muhaymin, a militant in the Al Mehdi Army. These
experiences force her to question all her values.
A child wanders too far into the Knysna Forest ... he never returns. Nine years later government officials working on a
census find a white child living with a Coloured family in the mountains beyond the forest. They take him away from the
stricken Fiela, who has brought him up as her son, and give him back to his 'original' family. Stunned and helpless,
Benjamin waits for Fiela to reclaim him. But, powerless against authority, Fiela never comes. Benjamin has to grow up
before he can go in search of the truth ...
Paradise of the Blind is an exquisite portrait of three Vietnamese women struggling to survive in a society where
subservience to men is expected and Communist corruption crushes every dream. Through the eyes of Hang, a young
woman in her twenties who has grown up amidst the slums and intermittent beauty of Hanoi, we come to know the
tragedy of her family as land reform rips apart their village. When her uncle Chinh‘s political loyalties replace family
devotion, Hang is torn between her mother‘s appalling self–sacrifice and the bitterness of her aunt who can avenge but
not forgive. Only by freeing herself from the past will Hang be able to find dignity –– and a future.
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Phuong Linh, the heroine of this novel, is compelled to face her illusions and live in truth. The increasingly corrupt
Communist regime leads her to a wrenching personal choice: whether or not to divorce her journalist husband. She soon
discovers that virtually everyone has been corrupted.
In this beautifully crafted, Rashomon-like novel, Maryse Conde has written a gripping story imbued with all the nuances
and traditions of Caribbean culture. Francis Sancher--a handsome outsider, loved by some and reviled by others--is
found dead, face down in the mud on a path outside Riviere au Sel, a small village in Guadeloupe. None of the villagers
are particularly surprised, since Sancher, a secretive and melancholy man, had often predicted an unnatural death for
himself. As the villagers come to pay their respects they each--either in a speech to the mourners, or in an internal
monologue--reveal another piece of the mystery behind Sancher's life and death. Like pieces of an elaborate puzzle,
their memories interlock to create a rich and intriguing portrait of a man and a community. In the lush and vivid prose for
which she has become famous, Conde has constructed a Guadeloupean wake for Francis Sancher. Retaining the full
color and vibrance of Conde's homeland, Crossing the Mangrove pays homage to Guadeloupe in both subject and
structure.
In this work, Nadine Gordimer unfolds the story of a young woman's slowly evolving identity in the turbulent political
environment of present-day South Africa. Her father's death in prison leaves Rosa Burger alone to explore the intricacies
of what it actually means to be Burger's daughter.
"Here is a wealth of gossip level detail about life on the inside at the top in Hanoi--material Hanoi watchers lust after,
seldom find." --Indochina Chronology"A rarity. A true North Vietnamese insider speaking candidly." --Book World, 30 April
2000
"This English-language translation includes additions and updates to the second French edition."--T.p. verso.
Caught in the everyday reality of household life, fifteen-year-old Tsomo is suddenly called upon to travel when her mother dies.
She makes her first journey to a faraway village to light the ritual butter lamps in her mother's memory. Beginning here, her travels
take her to distant places, across Bhutan and into India. As she faces the world, a woman alone, Tsomo embarks on what
becomes a life journey, in which she begins to find herself, and to grow as a person and a woman. The first novel by a woman to
come out of the Himalayan kingdom of Bhutan, The Circle of Karma, written in English, is rich in detailed descriptions of ritual life
in Bhutan. The measured pace of its prose, the many nuances of the story, the different levels at which the narrative works, weave
a complex tapestry of life in which the style and content are closely interwoven, each informing and enriching the other.
A Study Guide for Duong Thu Huong's "Paradise of the Blind," excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Novels for Students. This concise
study guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for
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further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Novels for Students for all of your research needs.
In a memoir detailing the horrors of life in Vietnam under communism, the author recreates his family's escape and eventual
reunion in America, closing with an incisive look at Vietnam today. 15,000 first printing.
This dark and suspenseful novel tells the story of a fictitious West African country caught in the grip of civil war. The dispassionate
and deadpan narrator, Asante Kroma, is a former head of Secret Services and finds himself living with the corpse of the dictator, a
man who once ruled his nation with an iron fist. Through a series of flashbacks and letters penned by the dictator, N'Zo Nikiema,
readers discover the role of the French shadow leader, Pierre Castaneda, whose ongoing ambition to exploit the natural resources
of the country knows no limits. As these powerful men use others as pawns in a violent real-life chess match, it is the murder of sixyear-old Kaveena and her mother's quest for vengeance that brings about a surprise reckoning.
Touted as one of Korea’s most important works of fiction, Three Generations (published in 1931 as a serial in Chosun Ilbo) charts
the tensions in the Jo family in 1930s Japanese occupied Seoul. Yom’s keenly observant eye reveals family tensions
withprofound insight. Delving deeply into each character’s history and beliefs, he illuminates the diverse pressures and impulses
driving each. This Korean classic, often compared to Junichiro Tanizaki’s The Makioka Sisters, reveals the country’s situation
under Japanese rule, the traditional Korean familial structure, and the battle between the modern and the traditional. The longawaited publication of this masterpiece is a vital addition to Korean literature in English.
"We were a family of three girls. By Chinese standards, that wasn't lucky. In Chinatown, everyone knew our story. Outsiders jerked
their chins, looked at us, shook their heads. We heard things." In this profoundly moving novel, Fae Myenne Ng takes readers into
the hidden heart of San Francisco's Chinatown, to the world of one family's honor, their secrets, and the lost bones of a "paper
father." Two generations of the Leong family live in an uneasy tension as they try to fathom the source of a brave young girl's
sorrow. Oldest daughter Leila tells the story: of her sister Ona, who has ended her young, conflicted life by jumping from the roof of
a Chinatown housing project; of her mother Mah, a seamstress in a garment shop run by a "Chinese Elvis"; of Leon, her father, a
merchant seaman who ships out frequently; and the family's youngest, Nina, who has escaped to New York by working as a flight
attendant. With Ona and Nina gone, it is up to Leila to lay the bones of the family's collective guilt to rest, and find some way to
hope again. Fae Myenne Ng's luminous debut explores what it means to be a stranger in one's own family, a foreigner in one's
own neighborhood--and whether it's possible to love a place that may never feel quite like home.
The daughter of a Chinese mother and a Japanese father, Gail Tsukiyama's The Samurai's Garden uses the Japanese invasion of
China during the late 1930s as a somber backdrop for this extraordinary story. A 20-year-old Chinese painter named Stephen is
sent to his family's summer home in a Japanese coastal village to recover from a bout with tuberculosis. Here he is cared for by
Matsu, a reticent housekeeper and a master gardener. Over the course of a remarkable year, Stephen learns Matsu's secret and
gains not only physical strength, but also profound spiritual insight. Matsu is a samurai of the soul, a man devoted to doing good
and finding beauty in a cruel and arbitrary world, and Stephen is a noble student, learning to appreciate Matsu's generous and
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nurturing way of life and to love Matsu's soulmate, gentle Sachi, a woman afflicted with leprosy.

Reverberations of the Vietnam War can still be felt in American culture. The post-9/11 United States forays into the
Middle East, the invasion and occupation of Iraq especially, have evoked comparisons to the nearly two decades of
American presence in Viet Nam (1954-1973). That evocation has renewed interest in the Vietnam War, resulting in the reprinting of older War narratives and the publication of new ones. This volume tracks those echoes as they appear in
American, Vietnamese American, and Vietnamese war literature, much of which has joined the American literary canon.
Using a wide range of theoretical approaches, these essays analyze works by Michael Herr, Bao Ninh, Duong Thu
Huong, Bobbie Ann Mason, le thi diem thuy, Tim O'Brien, Larry Heinemann, and newcomers Denis Johnson, Karl
Marlantes, and Tatjana Solis. Including an historical timeline of the conflict and annotated guides to further reading, this is
an essential guide for students and readers of contemporary American fiction
This is the powerful, deeply personal story of Vietnam's war against Americans as lived from the inside by North
Vietnamese soldiers and villagers on the front lines. Vietnamese dissident Duong Thu Huong bears personal witness to
the horror and spiritual weariness of ten years of war that claimed millions of Vietnamese lives.
The author of Paradise of the Blind, the first novel from Vietnam ever published in America, traces a young man's
experiences fighting for North Vietnam, in a novel banned in Vietnam for its subversive content. Reprint. 10,000 first
printing.
Literature Suppressed on Religious Grounds, Revised Edition profiles the censorship of many such essential works of
literature. The entries new to this edition include extensive coverage of the Harry Potter series, which has been frequently
banned in the United States on the grounds that it promotes witchcraft, as well as entries on two popular textbook series,
The Witches by Roald Dahl, Women Without Men: A Novel of Modern Iran, and more. Also included are updates to such
entries as The Satanic Verses by Salman Rushdie and On the Origin of Species by Charles Darwin.
During the Vietnam War, Time reporter Pham Xuan An befriended everyone who was anyone in Saigon, including
American journalists such as David Halberstam and Neil Sheehan, the CIA's William Colby, and the legendary Colonel
Edward Lansdale—not to mention the most influential members of the South Vietnamese government and army. None of
them ever guessed that he was also providing strategic intelligence to Hanoi, smuggling invisible ink messages into the
jungle inside egg rolls. His early reports were so accurate that General Giap joked, "We are now in the U.S. war room." In
Perfect Spy, Larry Berman, who An considered his official American biographer, chronicles the extraordinary life of one of
the twentieth century's most fascinating spies.
A major new novel from the most important Vietnamese author writing today Duong Thu Huong has won acclaim for her
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exceptional lyricism and psychological acumen, as well as for her unflinching portraits of modern Vietnam and its culture
and people. In this monumental new novel she offers an intimate, imagined account of the final months in the life of
President Ho Chi Minh at an isolated mountaintop compound where he is imprisoned both physically and emotionally,
weaving his story in with those of his wife’s brother-in-law, an elder in a small village town, and a close friend and
political ally, to explore how we reconcile the struggles of the human heart with the external world. These narratives
portray the thirst for absolute power, both political and otherwise, and the tragic consequences on family, community, and
nationhood that can occur when jealousy is coupled with greed or mixed with a lust for power. The Zenith illuminates and
captures the moral conscience of Vietnamese leaders in the 1950s and 1960s as no other book ever has, as well as
bringing out the souls of ordinary Vietnamese living through those tumultuous times.
Botanica is an island, but almost all of the island is taken up by the Tree. Little knowing how they came to be here, small
communities live around the coast line. The Tree provides them shelter, kindling, medicine – and a place of legends, for
there are ghosts within the trees who snatch children and the dying. Lillah has come of age and is now ready to leave her
community and walk the tree for five years, learning all Botanica has to teach her. Before setting off, Lillah is asked by
the dying mother of a young boy to take him with her. In a country where a plague killed half the population, Morace will
otherwise be killed in case he has the same disease. But can Lillah keep the boy’s secret, or will she have to resort to
breaking the oldest taboo on Botanica? Another astonishingly imaginative novel from the acclaimed author of Slights.
FILE UNDER: Fantasy [A Stunning World / An Epic Journey / A Terrifying Secret / Ghosts in the Tree]
A Vietnamese family flees its war-torn home and resettles in California, in a novel that offers a “brilliant exploration of
exile, loss, and identity” (Robert Olen Butler). Told from multiple perspectives and spanning several decades, Grass
Roof, Tin Roof begins with the story of Tran, a Vietnamese writer facing government persecution, who flees her
homeland during the exodus of 1975 and brings her two children to the West. Here, she marries a Danish American man
who has survived a different war. He promises understanding and guidance—but the psychic consequences of his past
soon hinder his relationships with the family, as the children, for whom the war is now a distant shadow, struggle to
understand the world around them on their own terms. In delicate, innovative prose, Strom’s characters experience the
collision of cultures and the spiritual aftermath of war on the most visceral level. Grass Roof, Tin Roof is “an affecting
study on the slippery nature of home” (Los Angeles Times). “[Strom] explores the mysteries of loss, culture and identity,
with skill, poignancy and imagination.” —Detroit Free Press
A collection of 20 stories written between 1980-1991 which deal with themes relevant to various regions of Africa
A lyrical, autobiographical novel chronicles the story of a singer and her composer husband, from the growth of their passionate relationship
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in the midst of war to its tragic dissolution in war's aftermath. By the author of Paradise of the Blind. Reprint.
"The lineage from Faulkner to Woodrell runs as deep and true as an Ozark stream in this book...his most profound and haunting yet." -- Los
Angeles Times Book Review Ree Dolly's father has skipped bail on charges that he ran a crystal meth lab, and the Dollys will lose their
house if he doesn't show up for his next court date. With two young brothers depending on her, 16-year-old Ree knows she has to bring her
father back, dead or alive. Living in the harsh poverty of the Ozarks, Ree learns quickly that asking questions of the rough Dolly clan can be a
fatal mistake. But, as an unsettling revelation lurks, Ree discovers unforeseen depths in herself and in a family network that protects its own
at any cost.
After twenty years of marriage, Rami discovers that her husband has been living a double--or rather, a quintuple--life. Tony, a senior police
officer in Maputo, has apparently been supporting four other families for many years. Rami remains calm in the face of her husband's
duplicity and plots to make an honest man out of him. After Tony is forced to marry the four other women--as well as an additional
lover--according to polygamist custom, the rival lovers join together to declare their voices and demand their rights. In this brilliantly funny and
feverishly scathing critique, a major work from Mozambique's first published female novelist, Paulina Chiziane explores her country's
traditional culture, its values and hypocrisy, and the subjection of women the world over.
Vietnam, 1972: under a full moon, on the banks of the Song Ma River, a baby girl is pulled out of her dead mother's grave. This is Rabbit,
who is born with the ability to speak with the dead. She will flee from her destroyed village with a makeshift family thrown together by war. As
Rabbit channels the voices of the dead, their chorus reconstructs the turbulent history of a nation, from the days of French Indochina and the
World War II rubber plantations to the chaos of postwar reunification. Radiant, lyrical, and deeply moving, this is the unforgettable story of one
woman's struggle to unearth the true history of Vietnam while also carving out a place for herself within it.
Seventeen years ago, Isobel was murdered at the tender age of nine. Now she finds herself back in her previous life as a ghost searching for
the person responsible for her untimely death. But this time she’s powerful, having the ability to watch over the living, observe them, and
sometimes interact with them. Isobel has been paying attention to her former neighbours, and it’s not long before she begins to suffer along
with them during their dark and horrific private experiences. Will she finally get the peace she’s been yearning for? One of Judith
Thompson’s most enduring plays, Lion in the Streets looks at the inner emotional turmoil in ordinary people and the ways in which they cope.
It's 1919 and Amritsar is a city on the brink of rebellion. Riots, violence and tension spill onto the streets . . . Bissen Singh fought bravely for
the British Empire during World War One. Now he waits patiently for news from England. Gurdial, a young orphan, is desperate to marry
Sohni, the daughter of a rich and evil man. And Jeevan, Gurdial's oldest friend, is swept up in the revolution and changing beyond all
recognition. Bissen, Gurdial and Jeevan are looking to the future whilst trying to escape ghosts from the past. But as the fight for Amritsar
reaches a terrifying climax, their lives will be changed for ever. An epic story of love and life, war and death from multi-award-winning author
Bali Rai.
Paradise of the BlindA NovelHarper Collins

A Choice Outstanding Academic Book of the Year--a groundbreaking collection now including two new stories.
When it first appeared in 1987, the title story of this collection of stories by Nguyen Huy Thiep caused a sensation in Vietnam. Not
since the Communist revolution had readers found as stark and compelling a view of their world as The General Retires offered
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them. Written in spare, succinct prose, it captures the despair of an old general who, after many years of devoted service to his
country, is alienated by the emptiness of the society into which he retires and ultimately flees. Nguyen probes similar themes in the
stories that follow, from Cun, the moving tale of a crippled beggar, to A Drop of Blood, a dark history of a family set against
decades of war and revolution. With eight powerfully written stories--all available in English for the first time--and including an
introduction by Greg Lockhart that traces the varied traditions of Vietnamese literature to the present day, this collection offers
unprecedented insight into a society trying to overcome and understand years of pain and civil strife.
I have asked permission to dedicate this book to you not only in memory of the hagpy evenings I have spent with you in Saigon
over the last five years, but also because I have quite shamelessly borrowed the location of your flat to house one of iny
characters, and your name, Phuong, for the convenience of readers because it is simple, beautiful and easy to pronounce, which
is not true of all your couiftry- women’s names. You will both realise I have borrowed little else, certainly not the characters of
anyone in Viet Nam. Pyle, Granger, Fowler, Vigot, Joe— these have had no originals in the life of Saigon or Hanoi, and General
The is dead : shot in the back, so thfcy say. Even the historical events have been rearranged. For example, the big bomb near the
Continental preceded and did not follow the bicycle bombs. I have no scruples about such small changes. This is a story and not a
piece of history, and I hope that as a story about a few imaginary characters it will pass for both of you one hot Saigon evening.
Saigon fell to the Viet Cong on April 30, 1975. Kien Nguyen watched the last U.S. Army helicopter leave without him, without his
brother, without his mother, without his grandparents. Left to a nightmarish existence in a violated and decimated country, Kien
was more at risk than most because of his odd blond hair and his light eyes - because he was Amerasian. He was the most
unwanted. Told with stark and poetic brilliance, this is a story of survival and hope, a moving and personal record of a tumultuous
and important piece of history.
Kien’s job is to search the Jungle of Screaming Souls for corpses. He knows the area well – this was where, in the dry season of
1969, his battalion was obliterated by American napalm and helicopter gunfire. Kien was one of only ten survivors. This book is his
attempt to understand the eleven years of his life he gave to a senseless war. Based on true experiences of Bao Ninh and banned
by the communist party, this novel is revered as the ‘All Quiet on the Western Front for our era’.
For many people, Vietnam remains a war not a country. This text explores the country behind the myths and images, looking at
Vietnam's literature, history, art and architecture, politics, religion and food. The author shows the emerging popular culture and
the Vietnamese at home and overseas.
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