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President Grant Reconsidered
"Congressional Government" by Thomas Woodrow
Wilson. Published by Good Press. Good Press
publishes a wide range of titles that encompasses
every genre. From well-known classics & literary
fiction and non-fiction to forgotten?or yet
undiscovered gems?of world literature, we issue the
books that need to be read. Each Good Press
edition has been meticulously edited and formatted
to boost readability for all e-readers and devices.
Our goal is to produce eBooks that are user-friendly
and accessible to everyone in a high-quality digital
format.
"From his command post in Cairo, Illinois, Grant led
troops to Union victories at Belmont, Fort Henry, and
Fort Donelson. Kionka interweaves the story of
Grant's military successes and advancement with a
social history of Cairo, highlighting the area's
economic gains and the contributions of civilian
volunteers through first-person accounts"--Provided
by publisher.
“Wegman combines in-depth historical analysis and
insight into contemporary politics to present a cogent
argument that the Electoral College violates
America’s ‘core democratic principles’ and should
be done away with..." —Publishers Weekly The
framers of the Constitution battled over it.
Lawmakers have tried to amend or abolish it more
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than 700 times. To this day, millions of voters, and
even members of Congress, misunderstand how it
works. It deepens our national divide and distorts the
core democratic principles of political equality and
majority rule. How can we tolerate the Electoral
College when every vote does not count the same,
and the candidate who gets the most votes can
lose? Twice in the last five elections, the Electoral
College has overridden the popular vote, calling the
integrity of the entire system into question—and
creating a false picture of a country divided into
bright red and blue blocks when in fact we are purple
from coast to coast. Even when the popular-vote
winner becomes president, tens of millions of
Americans—Republicans and Democrats alike—find
that their votes didn't matter. And, with statewide
winner-take-all rules, only a handful of battleground
states ultimately decide who will become president.
Now, as political passions reach a boiling point at the
dawn of the 2020 race, the message from the
American people is clear: The way we vote for the
only official whose job it is to represent all Americans
is neither fair nor just. Major reform is needed—now.
Isn't it time to let the people pick the president? In
this thoroughly researched and engaging call to
arms, Supreme Court journalist and New York Times
editorial board member Jesse Wegman draws upon
the history of the founding era, as well as information
gleaned from campaign managers, field directors,
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and other officials from twenty-first-century
Democratic and Republican presidential campaigns,
to make a powerful case for abolishing the
antiquated and antidemocratic Electoral College. In
Let the People Pick the President he shows how we
can at long last make every vote in the United States
count—and restore belief in our democratic system.
"We were as brothers," William Tecumseh Sherman
said, describing his relationship to Ulysses S. Grant.
They were incontestably two of the most important
figures in the Civil War, but until now there has been
no book about their victorious partnership and the
deep friendship that made it possible. They were
prewar failures--Grant, forced to resign from the
Regular Army because of his drinking, and Sherman,
who held four different jobs, including a beloved
position at a military academy in the South, during
the four years before the Confederates fired on Fort
Sumter. But heeding the call to save the Union each
struggled past political hurdles to join the war effort.
And taking each other's measure at the Battle of
Shiloh, ten months into the war, they began their
unique collaboration. Often together under fire on the
war's great battlefields, they smoked cigars as they
gave orders and learned from their mistakes as well
as from their shrewd decisions. They shared the
demands of family life and the heartache of loss,
including the tragic death of Shermans's favorite son.
They supported each other in the face of
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mudslinging criticism by the press and politicians.
Their growing mutual admiration and trust, which
President Lincoln increasingly relied upon, would set
the stage for the crucial final year of the war. While
Grant battled with Lee in the campaigns that ended
at Appomattox Court House, Sherman first marched
through Georgia to Atlanta, and then continued with
his epic March to the Sea. Not only did Grant and
Sherman come to think alike, but, even though their
headquarters at that time were hundreds of miles
apart, they were in virtually daily communication
strategizing the final moves of the war and planning
how to win the peace that would follow. Moving and
elegantly written, Grant and Sherman is an historical
page turner: a gripping portrait of two men, whose
friendship, forged on the battlefield, would win the
Civil War.
Bad Presidents seeks to interpret the meaning of
presidential 'badness' by investigating the ways in
which eleven presidents were 'bad.' The author
brings a unique, and often amusing perspective on
the idea of the presidency, and begins a new
conversation about the definition of presidential
success and failure.
This is a book about Courage and Patriotism. It tells
the dramatic stories of a number of American
politicians of various political and regional
allegiances whose one overriding loyalty was to the
United States and to the right as God gave them to
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see it. They range from born aristocrats to self-made
men. Some are well-known, some almost forgotten.
But all of them, in the face of dreadful
consequences, exhibited a special kind of greatness.
These stories about them remind us sharply that
there is, in addition to a courage with which men die,
a courage by which men must live. —Print Ed.
On December 17, 1862, just weeks before Abraham
Lincoln announced the Emancipation Proclamation,
General Grant issued what remains the most
notorious anti-Jewish order by a government official
in American history. His attempt to eliminate black
marketeers by targeting for expulsion all Jews "as a
class" from portions of Kentucky, Tennessee, and
Mississippi unleashed a firestorm of controversy that
made newspaper headlines and terrified and
enraged the approximately 150,000 Jews then living
in the United States, who feared the importation of
European anti-Semitism onto American soil.
Although the order was quickly rescinded by a
horrified Abraham Lincoln, the scandal came back to
haunt Grant when he ran for president in 1868.
Never before had Jews become an issue in a
presidential contest and never before had they been
confronted so publicly with the question of how to
balance their "American" and "Jewish" interests.
Award-winning historian Jonathan D. Sarna gives us
the first complete account of this little-known
episode--including Grant's subsequent apology, his
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groundbreaking appointment of Jews to prominent
positions in his administration, and his
unprecedented visit to the land of Israel. Sarna
sheds new light on one of our most enigmatic
presidents, on the Jews of his day, and on the
ongoing debate between ethnic loyalty and national
loyalty that continues to roil American political and
social discourse. (With black-and-white illustrations
throughout.)
A lavishly illustrated edition of Michael Korda's
acclaimed biography of the man who ended the Civil
War, served two terms as president, and wrote one
of the most successful military memoirs in American
literature Ulysses S. Grant was the first officer since
George Washington to become a four-star general in
the United States Army, and the only president
between Andrew Jackson and Woodrow Wilson to
serve eight consecutive years in the White House. In
this succinct and vivid biography, newly conceived
with twenty-four pages of full-color art and many
black-and-white illustrations throughout, Michael
Korda offers a dramatic reconsideration of the man,
his life, and his presidency. Ulysses S. Grant is an
evenhanded and stirring portrait of a flawed leader
who nevertheless ably guided the United States
through a pivotal juncture in its history.
In the spring of 1884 Ulysses S. Grant heeded the advice of
Mark Twain and finally agreed to write his memoirs. Little did
Grant or Twain realize that this seemingly straightforward
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decision would profoundly alter not only both their lives but
the course of American literature. Over the next fifteen
months, as the two men became close friends and intimate
collaborators, Grant raced against the spread of cancer to
compose a triumphant account of his life and times—while
Twain struggled to complete and publish his greatest novel,
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn.In this deeply moving and
meticulously researched book, veteran writer Mark Perry
reconstructs the heady months when Grant and Twain
inspired and cajoled each other to create two quintessentially
American masterpieces. In a bold and colorful narrative, Perry
recounts the early careers of these two giants, traces their
quest for fame and elusive fortunes, and then follows the
series of events that brought them together as friends. The
reason Grant let Twain talk him into writing his memoirs was
simple: He was bankrupt and needed the money. Twain
promised Grant princely returns in exchange for the right to
edit and publish the book—and though the writer’s own
finances were tottering, he kept his word to the general and
his family. Mortally ill and battling debts, magazine editors,
and a constant crush of reporters, Grant fought bravely to get
the story of his life and his Civil War victories down on paper.
Twain, meanwhile, staked all his hopes, both financial and
literary, on the tale of a ragged boy and a runaway slave that
he had been unable to finish for decades. As Perry delves
into the story of the men’s deepening friendship and mutual
influence, he arrives at the startling discovery of the true
model for the character of Huckleberry Finn. With a cast of
fascinating characters, including General William T. Sherman,
William Dean Howells, William Henry Vanderbilt, and
Abraham Lincoln, Perry’s narrative takes in the whole sweep
of a glittering, unscrupulous age. A story of friendship and
history, inspiration and desperation, genius and ruin, Grant
and Twain captures a pivotal moment in the lives of two
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towering Americans and the age they epitomized.
The underappreciated presidency of the military man who
won the Civil War and then had to win the peace as well As a
general, Ulysses S. Grant is routinely described in glowing
terms-the man who turned the tide of the Civil War, who
accepted Lee's surrender at Appomattox, and who had the
stomach to see the war through to final victory. But his
presidency is another matter-the most common word used to
characterize it is "scandal." Grant is routinely portrayed as a
man out of his depth, whose trusting nature and hands-off
management style opened the federal coffers to
unprecedented plunder. But that caricature does not do
justice to the realities of Grant's term in office, as Josiah
Bunting III shows in this provocative assessment of our
eighteenth president. Grant came to Washington in 1869 to
lead a capital and a country still bitterly divided by four years
of civil war. His predecessor, Andrew Johnson, had been
impeached and nearly driven from office, and the radical
Republicans in Congress were intent on imposing harsh
conditions on the Southern states before allowing them back
into the Union. Grant made it his priority to forge the states
into a single nation, and Bunting shows that despite the
troubles that characterized Grant's terms in office, he was
able to accomplish this most important task-very often
through the skillful use of his own popularity with the
American people. Grant was indeed a military man of the
highest order, and he was a better president than he is often
given credit for.
In February 2009, America celebrates the bicentennial of the
birth of Abraham Lincoln, and the pace of new Lincoln books
and articles has already quickened. From his cabinet’s
politics to his own struggles with depression, Lincoln remains
the most written-about story in our history. And each year
historians find something new and important to say about the
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greatest of our Presidents. Lincoln Revisited is a masterly
guidePub to what’s new and what’s noteworthy in this
unfolding story—a brilliant gathering of fresh scholarship by
the leading Lincoln historians of our time. Brought together by
The Lincoln Forum, they tackle uncharted territory and
emerging questions; they also take a new look at established
debates—including those about their own landmark works.
Here, these well-known historians revisit key chapters in
Lincoln’s legacy—from Matthew Pinsker on Lincoln’s private
life and Jean Baker on religion and the Lincoln marriage to
Geoffrey Perret on Lincoln as leader and Frank J. Williams on
Lincoln and civil liberties in wartime. The eighteen original
essays explore every corner of Lincoln’s world—religion and
politics, slavery and sovereignty, presidential leadership and
the rule of law, the Second Inaugural Address and the
assassination. In his 1947 classic, Lincoln Reconsidered,
David Herbert Donald confronted the Lincoln myth. Today,
the scholars in Lincoln Revisited give a new generation of
students, scholars, and citizens the perspectives vital for
understanding the constantly reinterpreted genius of
Abraham Lincoln.
Many modern historians have painted Ulysses S. Grant as a
butcher, a drunk, and a failure as president. Others have
argued the exact opposite and portray him with saintlike
levels of ethic and intellect. In Ulysses S. Grant: Triumph over
Adversity 1822â??1865, historian Brooks D. Simpson takes
neither approach, recognizing Grant as a complex and
human figure with human faults, strengths, and motivations.
Simpson offers a balanced and complete study of Grant from
birth to the end of the Civil War, with particular emphasis on
his military career and family life and the struggles he
overcame in his unlikely rise from unremarkable beginnings to
his later fame as commander of the Union Army. Chosen as a
New York Times Notable Book upon its original publication,
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Ulysses S. Grant is a readable, thoroughly researched portrait
that sheds light on this controversial figure.
A major new biography of the fourth U.S. president, from New
York Times–bestselling author Lynne Cheney James
Madison was a true genius of the early republic, the leader
who did more than any other to create the nation we know
today. This majestic new biography tells his story. Outwardly
reserved, Madison was the intellectual driving force behind
the Constitution. His visionary political philosophy—eloquently
presented in the Federalist Papers—was a crucial factor
behind the Constitution’s ratification, and his political savvy
was of major importance in getting the new government
underway. As secretary of state under Thomas Jefferson, he
managed the Louisiana Purchase, doubling the size of the
United States. As president, Madison led the country in its
first war under the Constitution, the War of 1812. Without
precedent to guide him, he would demonstrate that a republic
could defend its honor and independence while remaining
true to its young constitution.
From one of the foremost authorities on education in the
United States, former U.S. assistant secretary of education,
“whistle-blower extraordinaire” (The Wall Street Journal),
author of the best-selling The Death and Life of the Great
American School System (“Important and riveting”—Library
Journal), The Language Police (“Impassioned . . . Fiercely
argued . . . Every bit as alarming as it is illuminating”—The
New York Times), and other notable books on education
history and policy—an incisive, comprehensive look at today’s
American school system that argues against those who claim
it is broken and beyond repair; an impassioned but reasoned
call to stop the privatization movement that is draining
students and funding from our public schools. ?In Reign of
Error, Diane Ravitch argues that the crisis in American
education is not a crisis of academic achievement but a
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concerted effort to destroy public schools in this country. She
makes clear that, contrary to the claims being made, public
school test scores and graduation rates are the highest
they’ve ever been, and dropout rates are at their lowest
point. ?She argues that federal programs such as George W.
Bush’s No Child Left Behind and Barack Obama’s Race to
the Top set unreasonable targets for American students,
punish schools, and result in teachers being fired if their
students underperform, unfairly branding those educators as
failures. She warns that major foundations, individual
billionaires, and Wall Street hedge fund managers are
encouraging the privatization of public education, some for
idealistic reasons, others for profit. Many who work with
equity funds are eyeing public education as an emerging
market for investors. ?Reign of Error begins where The Death
and Life of the Great American School System left off,
providing a deeper argument against privatization and for
public education, and in a chapter-by-chapter breakdown,
putting forth a plan for what can be done to preserve and
improve it. She makes clear what is right about U.S.
education, how policy makers are failing to address the root
causes of educational failure, and how we can fix it. ?For
Ravitch, public school education is about knowledge, about
learning, about developing character, and about creating
citizens for our society. It’s about helping to inspire
independent thinkers, not just honing job skills or preparing
people for college. Public school education is essential to our
democracy, and its aim, since the founding of this country,
has been to educate citizens who will help carry democracy
into the future.
Grant Under Fire comprehensively dissects the military career
of Ulysses S. Grant. Rigorously based on a wealth of primary
sources--many not cited before--the book resolves scores of
controversies, such as his drunken partying with the enemy
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on flag-of-truce boats out of Cairo, dishonestly blaming Lew
Wallace for the march to Shiloh, pretending that he had the
ultimate plan to pass Vicksburg all along, stealing the credit
for the charge up Missionary Ridge, and leaving wounded
men to suffer and die between the lines at Cold
Harbor.Despite his sterling reputation as an officer and a
gentleman, he suffered the biggest surprise of the American
Civil War, committed the worst official act of anti-Semitism on
this nation's soil, and came closest of all Union generals to
losing Washington. Defenders rank his generalship above
Robert E. Lee's, but to do so, they must ignore his simplistic,
aggressive strategies that led to a war of attrition and the
amateurish tactics of impetuous, frontal assaults, all along the
line and against fortified positions.Grant Under Fire overturns
the familiar renditions by detailing Grant's corruption at Cairo,
his occupation of Paducah under orders, his incapacity in the
Mississippi Delta, and the army's non-triumphal exit from the
Wilderness, as well as debunking a host of other oft-told tales
and myths.
Public Companies is designed to aid directors, officers and
general counsel of public companies and those intending to
go public.

The complete rankings of our best -- and worst -presidents, based on C-SPAN's much-cited
Historians Surveys of Presidential Leadership. Over
a period of decades, C-SPAN has surveyed leading
historians on the best and worst of America's
presidents across a variety of categories -- their
ability to persuade the public, their leadership skills,
their moral authority, and more. The crucible of the
presidency has forged some of the very best and
very worst leaders in our national history, along with
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everyone in between. Based on interviews
conducted over the years with a variety of
presidential biographers, this book provides not just
a complete ranking of our presidents, but stories and
analyses that capture the character of the men who
held the office. From Abraham Lincoln's political
savvy and rhetorical gifts to James Buchanan's
indecisiveness, this book teaches much about what
makes a great leader -- and what does not. As
America looks ahead to our next election, this book
offers perspective and criteria to help us choose our
next leader wisely.
As constitutional scholar John Nowak noted when
the book was first released, "Professor Choper's
Judicial Review and the National Political Process is
mandatory reading for anyone seriously attempting
to study our constitutional system of government. It
is an important assessment of the democratic
process and the theoretical and practical role of the
Supreme Court." That view is no less true today, as
borne out by the countless citations to this landmark
work over the decades, including scores in the last
few years alone. It is simply part of the foundational
canon of constitutional law and political theory, an
essential part of the library of scholars, students, and
educated readers interested in considering the hard
choices inherent in what the courts should decide
and how they should decide them.
As The Giving Tree turns fifty, this timeless classic is
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available for the first time ever in ebook format. This
digital edition allows young readers and lifelong fans
to continue the legacy and love of a household
classic that will now reach an even wider audience.
Never before have Shel Silverstein's children's
books appeared in a format other than hardcover.
Since it was first published fifty years ago, Shel
Silverstein's poignant picture book for readers of all
ages has offered a touching interpretation of the gift
of giving and a serene acceptance of another's
capacity to love in return. Shel Silverstein's
incomparable career as a bestselling children's book
author and illustrator began with Lafcadio, the Lion
Who Shot Back. He is also the creator of picture
books including A Giraffe and a Half, Who Wants a
Cheap Rhinoceros?, The Missing Piece, The
Missing Piece Meets the Big O, and the perennial
favorite The Giving Tree, and of classic poetry
collections such as Where the Sidewalk Ends, A
Light in the Attic, Falling Up, Every Thing On It, Don't
Bump the Glump!, and Runny Babbit. And don't miss
these other Shel Silverstein ebooks, Where the
Sidewalk Ends, and A Light in the Attic!
Shifting faculty roles in a changing landscape Ernest
L. Boyer's landmark book Scholarship Reconsidered:
Priorities of the Professoriate challenged the publishor-perish status quo that dominated the academic
landscape for generations. His powerful and
enduring argument for a new approach to faculty
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roles and rewards continues to play a significant part
of the national conversation on scholarship in the
academy. Though steeped in tradition, the role of
faculty in the academic world has shifted significantly
in recent decades. The rise of the non-tenure-track
class of professors is well documented. If the historic
rule of promotion and tenure is waning, what role
can scholarship play in a fragmented, unbundled
academy? Boyer offers a still much-needed
approach. He calls for a broadened view of
scholarship, audaciously refocusing its gaze from the
tenure file and to a wider community. This expanded
edition offers, in addition to the original text, a critical
introduction that explores the impact of Boyer's
views, a call to action for applying Boyer's message
to the changing nature of faculty work, and a
discussion guide to help readers start a new
conversation about how Scholarship Reconsidered
applies today.
Traces the life and presidency of Ulyssses S. Grant
and discusses why he was undervalued as a
president.
A “brilliant” look at America’s sixteenth president by
the New York Times–bestselling, Pulitzer
Prize–winning author of Lincoln (American Historical
Review). First published in 1956 and revised and
updated for the twenty-first century, Lincoln
Reconsidered is a masterpiece of Civil War
scholarship. In a dozen eloquent, witty, and incisive
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essays, the author of the definitive biography of
Abraham Lincoln offers a fresh perspective on topics
previously shrouded in myth and hagiography and
brings the president’s tough-mindedness, strategic
acumen, and political flexibility into sharp focus.
From Lincoln’s patchwork education to his
contradictory interpretations of the Constitution and
the legacy of the Founding Fathers, David Herbert
Donald reveals the legal mind behind the legend of
the Great Emancipator. “Toward a Reconsideration
of the Abolitionists” sheds new light on the
radicalism of the antislavery movement, while
“Herndon and Mary Lincoln” brilliantly characterizes
the complicated relationship between two of the
president’s closest companions. “Getting Right with
Lincoln” and “The Folklore Lincoln” draw on the
methods of cultural anthropology to produce a
provocative analysis of Lincoln as symbol. No
historian has done more to enhance our
understanding of Lincoln’s presidency and the
causes and effects of the Civil War than Donald.
Lincoln Reconsidered is an entertaining and
accessible introduction to his work and a must-read
for every student of American history.
In a forceful but humane narrative, former soldier
and head of the West Point history department Ty
Seidule's Robert E. Lee and Me challenges the
myths and lies of the Confederate legacy—and
explores why some of this country’s oldest wounds
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have never healed. Ty Seidule grew up revering
Robert E. Lee. From his southern childhood to his
service in the U.S. Army, every part of his life
reinforced the Lost Cause myth: that Lee was the
greatest man who ever lived, and that the
Confederates were underdogs who lost the Civil War
with honor. Now, as a retired brigadier general and
Professor Emeritus of History at West Point, his view
has radically changed. From a soldier, a scholar, and
a southerner, Ty Seidule believes that American
history demands a reckoning. In a unique blend of
history and reflection, Seidule deconstructs the truth
about the Confederacy—that its undisputed primary
goal was the subjugation and enslavement of Black
Americans—and directly challenges the idea of
honoring those who labored to preserve that system
and committed treason in their failed attempt to
achieve it. Through the arc of Seidule’s own life, as
well as the culture that formed him, he seeks a path
to understanding why the facts of the Civil War have
remained buried beneath layers of myth and even
outright lies—and how they embody a cultural gulf
that separates millions of Americans to this day. Part
history lecture, part meditation on the Civil War and
its fallout, and part memoir, Robert E. Lee and Me
challenges the deeply-held legends and myths of the
Confederacy—and provides a surprising interpretation
of essential truths that our country still has a difficult
time articulating and accepting.
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A major biography of the Marquis de Lafayette,
French hero of the American Revolution, who, at age
nineteen, volunteered to fight under George
Washington; a biography that looks past the
storybook hero and selfless champion of righteous
causes who cast aside family and fortune to advance
the transcendent aims of liberty and justice
commemorated in America’s towns, streets, parks,
and schools named after the French nobleman.
Laura Auricchio gives us a rich portrait of the man,
fully revealed, a man driven by dreams of glory and
felled by tragic, human weaknesses. In The Marquis,
we come to understand the personal struggles,
social quandaries, and idealistic visions that inspired
an orphaned young man to cross an ocean and fight
a war that was none of his concern; we see a
guileless provincial whose unexpected inheritance
allowed him to marry into the highest echelons of the
French aristocracy, and become a self-consciously
awkward presence at the palace of Versailles. Here
is the young Lafayette, removed from the French
army as a result of sweeping reforms, trapped in a
gilded cage until American emissaries reached Paris
seeking support for their revolution. In the American
cause, Lafayette, whose only vision had been of
martial glory, saw a way to reach his dreams, and
seized it with gusto. Americans welcomed him with
open arms, and he returned their affection fully. His
American éclat was so brilliant and his enthusiasm
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so great that he quickly became the symbol of the
Franco-American alliance that ultimately defeated
Great Britain. We see how Lafayette’s reputation
rose to great heights during the American Revolution
but collapsed during the French; that when the
Bastille fell on July 14, 1789, Parisians hailed
Lafayette as the French Washington and appointed
him commander of their National Guard, hoping that
he would be able to restore order to a city wracked
by starvation and violence. As revolutionaries hurtled
in radical directions and staunch monarchists dug in
their heels, Lafayette lost control, remaining
steadfast in his belief that the French monarchy
needed to be reformed but not abolished, and doing
everything in his power to prevent an American-style
republic from taking root in his native land. Formerly
seen as France’s heroic figure, Lafayette was now
viewed as opportunistic, a dreamer, and a traitor to
his nation--and today remains a murky figure in
French memory. In America, Lafayette’s
momentous departure from his homeland for the
War of Independence has long been hailed as the
start of an extraordinary career to be celebrated for
generations. In France, it is often seen as just one of
his many misbegotten undertakings. Yet no one has
managed to offer a satisfactory answer to the crucial
question of why: Why did Americans shower
Lafayette with so much acclaim in his own time that
he remains a hero today, being named an honorary
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U.S. citizen in 2002—becoming only the seventh
person ever granted this distinction? And why, in
contrast, does his memory continue to be denigrated
in his own land? Auricchio, drawing on substantial
new research conducted in libraries, archives,
museums, and private homes in France and the
United States, gives us history on a grand scale as
she answers these crucial questions, revealing the
man and his complex life, and challenging and
exploring the complicated myths that have
surrounded his name for more than two centuries.
A century after Appomattox, the civil rights
movement won full citizenship for black Americans in
the South. It should not have been necessary: by
1870 those rights were set in the Constitution. This is
the story of the terrorist campaign that took them
away. Nicholas Lemann opens his extraordinary new
book with a riveting account of the horrific events of
Easter 1873 in Colfax, Louisiana, where a white
militia of Confederate veterans-turned-vigilantes
attacked the black community there and massacred
hundreds of people in a gruesome killing spree. This
was the start of an insurgency that changed the
course of American history: for the next few years
white Southern Democrats waged a campaign of
political terrorism aiming to overturn the Fourteenth
and Fifteenth Amendments and challenge President
Grant'ssupport for the emergent structures of black
political power. The remorseless strategy of wellPage 20/32
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financed "White Line" organizations was to create
chaos and keep blacks from voting out of fear for
their lives and livelihoods. Redemption is the first
book to describe in uncompromising detail this
organized racial violence, which reached its apogee
in Mississippi in 1875. Lemann bases his
devastating account on a wealth of military records,
congressional investigations, memoirs, press
reports, and the invaluable papers of Adelbert Ames,
the war hero from Maine who was Mississippi's
governor at the time. When Ames pleaded with
Grant for federal troops who could thwart the white
terrorists violently disrupting Republican political
activities, Grant wavered, and the result was a
bloody, corrupt election in which Mississippi was
"redeemed"—that is, returned to white control.
Redemption makes clear that this is what led to the
death of Reconstruction—and of the rights encoded in
the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments. We are
still living with the consequences.
The First Lady's account of experiences during her
husband's military and political careers
“The narrative offers informed, exacting
characterizations of the uncertain political alliances,
strained interactions and ideological growing pains
that elites of the post-revolutionary decades put the
country through.”—Andrew Burstein, The Washington
Post A vivid account of leadership focusing on the
first four Virginia presidents—George Washington,
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Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, and James
Monroe—from the bestselling historian and author of
James Madison. From a small expanse of land on
the North American continent came four of the
nation's first five presidents—a geographic dynasty
whose members led a revolution, created a nation,
and ultimately changed the world. George
Washington, Thomas Jefferson, James Madison,
and James Monroe were born, grew to manhood,
and made their homes within a sixty-mile circle east
of the Blue Ridge Mountains. Friends and rivals, they
led in securing independence, hammering out the
United States Constitution, and building a working
republic. Acting together, they doubled the territory
of the United States. From their disputes came
American political parties and the weaponizing of
newspapers, the media of the day. In this elegantly
conceived and insightful new book from bestselling
author Lynne Cheney, the four Virginians are not
marble icons but vital figures deeply intent on
building a nation where citizens could be free.
Focusing on the intersecting roles these men played
as warriors, intellectuals, and statesmen, Cheney
takes us back to an exhilarating time when the
Enlightenment opened new vistas for humankind.
But even as the Virginians advanced liberty, equality,
and human possibility, they held people in slavery
and were slaveholders when they died. Lives built on
slavery were incompatible with a free and just
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society; their actions contradicted the very ideals
they espoused. They managed nonetheless to pass
down those ideals, and they became powerful
weapons for ending slavery. They inspired Abraham
Lincoln and Frederick Douglass and today undergird
the freest nation on earth. Taking full measure of
strengths and failures in the personal as well as the
political lives of the men at the center of this book,
Cheney offers a concise and original exploration of
how the United States came to be.
President Grant Reconsidered shatters myths about
America's 18th president.
In this first book devoted to the genesis, failure, and
lasting legacy of Ulysses S. Grant’s comprehensive
American Indian policy, Mary Stockwell shows Grant
as an essential bridge between Andrew Jackson’s
pushing Indians out of the American experience and
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s welcoming them back in.
Situating Grant at the center of Indian policy
development after the Civil War, Interrupted
Odyssey: Ulysses S. Grant and the American
Indians reveals the bravery and foresight of the
eighteenth president in saying that Indians must be
saved and woven into the fabric of American life. In
the late 1860s, before becoming president, Grant
collaborated with Ely Parker, a Seneca Indian who
became his first commissioner of Indian affairs, on a
plan to rescue the tribes from certain destruction.
Grant hoped to save the Indians from extermination
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by moving them to reservations, where they would
be guarded by the U.S. Army, and welcoming them
into the nation as American citizens. By so doing, he
would restore the executive branch’s traditional
authority over Indian policy that had been upended
by Jackson. In Interrupted Odyssey, Stockwell
rejects the common claim in previous Grant
scholarship that he handed the reservations over to
Christian missionaries as part of his original policy.
In part because Grant’s plan ended political
patronage, Congress overturned his policy by
disallowing Army officers from serving in civil posts,
abandoning the treaty system, and making the new
Board of Indian Commissioners the supervisors of
the Indian service. Only after Congress banned
Army officers from the Indian service did Grant place
missionaries in charge of the reservations, and only
after the board falsely accused Parker of fraud
before Congress did Grant lose faith in his original
policy. Stockwell explores in depth the ousting of
Parker, revealing the deep-seated prejudices that
fueled opposition to him, and details Grant’s
stunned disappointment when the Modoc murdered
his peace commissioners and several tribes—the
Comanche, Kiowa, Cheyenne, and Sioux—rose up
against his plans for them. Though his dreams were
interrupted through the opposition of Congress,
reformers, and the tribes themselves, Grant set his
country firmly toward making Indians full participants
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in the national experience. In setting Grant’s
contributions against the wider story of the American
Indians, Stockwell’s bold, thoughtful reappraisal
reverses the general dismissal of Grant’s approach
to the Indians as a complete failure and highlights
the courage of his policies during a time of great
prejudice.
The Nixon Effect examines the 37th president’s
political legacy in broad-ranging ways that make
clear, for the first time, the breadth and duration of
his influence on American political life. The book
argues that Nixon is the key political figure in
postwar American politics in multiple ways, some
barely acknowledged until now. His legacy includes
a generational shift in the ideological orientations of
both the Republican and Democratic parties; the
Nixon influence, both intentional and unintentional,
was to push both parties further out to their
ideological poles. So stark was Nixon’s influence on
party identities that it shaped the hardened partisan
polarization in Washington today and the evolution of
what has come to be called Red and Blue America.
Stemming in part from this, and also from Nixon’s
scorched-earth political warfare and eventually his
Watergate scandal, we have also seen the evolution
of politics as war, where adversaries and ideological
opponents are seen as evil or unpatriotic. Finally,
Nixon’s pioneering tactics—from the identification of
the Silent Majority to the Southern Strategy, from
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“triangulating” between both parties and claiming
the political center to launching the culture war with
attacks on “elites” in media, academia, and the
courts—have shaped political communications and
strategy ever since. Other books have argued for
Nixon’s importance, but Douglas E. Schoen’s is the
first to take into account the full range of this
fascinating man’s influence. While not discounting
Nixon’s many misdeeds, Schoen treats his
presidency and its importance with the
seriousness—and evenhandedness—that the subject
deserves.
The moving story of Ulysses S. Grant's final battle,
and the definitive account of the national memorial
honoring him as one of America's most enduring
heroes The final resting place of Ulysses S. Grant,
the victorious general in the Civil War and the
eighteenth president of the United States, is a
colossal neoclassical tomb located in the most
dynamic city in the country. It is larger than the final
resting place of any other president or any other
person in America. Since its creation, the popularity
and condition of this monument, built to honor the
man and what he represented to a grateful nation at
the time of his death, a mere twenty years after the
end of the Civil War, have reflected not only Grant's
legacy in the public mind but also the state of New
York City and of the Union. In this fascinating, deeply
researched book, presidential historian Louis L.
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Picone recounts the full story. He begins with Grant's
heroic final battle during the last year of his life, to
complete his memoirs in order to secure his family's
financial future while contending with painful,
incurable cancer. Grant accomplished this just days
before his death, and his memoirs, published by
Mark Twain, became a bestseller. Accompanying his
account with numerous period photographs, Picone
narrates the national response to Grant's passing
and how his tomb came to be: the intense
competition to be the resting place for Grant's
remains, the origins of the memorial and its design,
the struggle to finance and build it over the course of
twelve years, and the vicissitudes of its afterlife in
the history of the nation up to recent times.
The American Civil War, as told by General Ulysses
S Grant, who led the Union Armies to victory over
the Confederacy. Origianl maps illustrate the battles
of Shiloh, Vicksburg, The Widlerness, and the
surrender at Appomattox. With 14 pages of photos.
President Grant ReconsideredUniversity Press of Amer
A detailed analysis of Grant's eight years in the White
House, the book examines his policies and actions in
numerous areas such as Reconstruction, economic
policy, civil service reform, and foreign affairs.
Compares the Supreme Court's holdings regarding the
Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth Amendments to the
framers' own interpretations and examines the resulting
distortions of constitutional law, some of which continue
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to this day.
“Americans tend to forget that we have always been at
war with one another—even in the beginning…. Brands
tells the story of the American Revolution as it really
unfolded—as a civil war between colonial patriots and
those loyal to the British Crown and Parliament. Division,
Brands reminds us, is as American as unity.” —Jon
Meacham, Pulitzer Prize-winning author of His Truth Is
Marching On From best-selling historian and Pulitzer
Prize finalist H. W. Brands comes a gripping, pageturning narrative of the American Revolution that shows
it to be more than a fight against the British: it was also a
violent battle among neighbors forced to choose sides,
Loyalist or Patriot. What causes people to forsake their
country and take arms against it? What prompts their
neighbors, hardly distinguishable in station or success, to
defend that country against the rebels? That is the
question H. W. Brands answers in his powerful new
history of the American Revolution. George Washington
and Benjamin Franklin were the unlikeliest of rebels.
Washington in the 1770s stood at the apex of Virginia
society. Franklin was more successful still, having risen
from humble origins to world fame. John Adams might
have seemed a more obvious candidate for rebellion,
being of cantankerous temperament. Even so, he
revered the law. Yet all three men became rebels against
the British Empire that fostered their success. Others in
the same circle of family and friends chose differently.
William Franklin might have been expected to join his
father, Benjamin, in rebellion but remained loyal to the
British. So did Thomas Hutchinson, a royal governor and
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friend of the Franklins, and Joseph Galloway, an early
challenger to the Crown. They soon heard themselves
denounced as traitors--for not having betrayed the
country where they grew up. Native Americans and the
enslaved were also forced to choose sides as civil war
broke out around them. After the Revolution, the Patriots
were cast as heroes and founding fathers while the
Loyalists were relegated to bit parts best forgotten. Our
First Civil War reminds us that before America could win
its revolution against Britain, the Patriots had to win a
bitter civil war against family, neighbors, and friends.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • From the author of
A. Lincoln, a major new biography of one of America’s
greatest generals—and most misunderstood presidents
Winner of the William Henry Seward Award for
Excellence in Civil War Biography • Finalist for the GilderLehrman Military History Book Prize In his time, Ulysses
S. Grant was routinely grouped with George Washington
and Abraham Lincoln in the “Trinity of Great American
Leaders.” But the battlefield
commander–turned–commander-in-chief fell out of favor
in the twentieth century. In American Ulysses, Ronald C.
White argues that we need to once more revise our
estimates of him in the twenty-first. Based on seven
years of research with primary documents—some of them
never examined by previous Grant scholars—this is
destined to become the Grant biography of our time.
White, a biographer exceptionally skilled at writing
momentous history from the inside out, shows Grant to
be a generous, curious, introspective man and leader—a
willing delegator with a natural gift for managing the
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rampaging egos of his fellow officers. His wife, Julia Dent
Grant, long marginalized in the historic record, emerges
in her own right as a spirited and influential partner.
Grant was not only a brilliant general but also a
passionate defender of equal rights in post-Civil War
America. After winning election to the White House in
1868, he used the power of the federal government to
battle the Ku Klux Klan. He was the first president to
state that the government’s policy toward American
Indians was immoral, and the first ex-president to
embark on a world tour, and he cemented his reputation
for courage by racing against death to complete his
Personal Memoirs. Published by Mark Twain, it is widely
considered to be the greatest autobiography by an
American leader, but its place in Grant’s life story has
never been fully explored—until now. One of those rare
books that successfully recast our impression of an
iconic historical figure, American Ulysses gives us a
finely honed, three-dimensional portrait of Grant the
man—husband, father, leader, writer—that should set the
standard by which all future biographies of him will be
measured. Praise for American Ulysses “[Ronald C.
White] portrays a deeply introspective man of ideals, a
man of measured thought and careful action who found
himself in the crosshairs of American history at its most
crucial moment.”—USA Today “White delineates Grant’s
virtues better than any author before. . . . By the end,
readers will see how fortunate the nation was that Grant
went into the world—to save the Union, to lead it and, on
his deathbed, to write one of the finest memoirs in all of
American letters.”—The New York Times Book Review
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“Ronald White has restored Ulysses S. Grant to his
proper place in history with a biography whose breadth
and tone suit the man perfectly. Like Grant himself, this
book will have staying power.”—The Wall Street Journal
“Magisterial . . . Grant’s esteem in the eyes of historians
has increased significantly in the last generation. . . .
[American Ulysses] is the newest heavyweight champion
in this movement.”—The Boston Globe “Superb . . .
illuminating, inspiring and deeply moving.”—Chicago
Tribune “In this sympathetic, rigorously sourced
biography, White . . . conveys the essence of Grant the
man and Grant the warrior.”—Newsday
Grant was the most famous person in America,
considered by most citizens to be equal in stature to
George Washington and Abraham Lincoln. Yet today his
monuments are rarely visited, his military reputation is
overshadowed by that of Robert E. Lee, and his
presidency is permanently mired at the bottom of
historical rankings. In an insightful blend of biography
and cultural history, Joan Waugh traces Grant's shifting
national and international reputation, illuminating the role
of memory in our understanding of American history. She
captures a sense of what led nineteenth-century
Americans to overlook Grant's obvious faults and hold
him up as a critically important symbol of national
reconciliation and unity. Waugh further shows that
Grant's reputation and place in public memory closely
parallel the rise and fall of the northern version of the
Civil War story--in which the United States was the clear,
morally superior victor and Grant was the symbol of that
victory. After the failure of Reconstruction, the dominant
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Union myths about the war gave way to a southern
version that emphasized a more sentimental
remembrance of the honor and courage of both sides
and ennobled the ''Lost Cause.'' By the 1920s, Grant's
reputation had plummeted. Most Americans today are
unaware of how revered Grant was in his lifetime. Joan
Waugh uncovers the reasons behind the rise and fall of
his renown, underscoring as well the fluctuating memory
of the Civil War itself.
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