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Psychology For Screenwriters Building Conflict In
Your Script
This best-selling The Art of Dramatic Writing presents simply, clearly, and concisely the
fundamentals of all good writing. The author offers a step-by-step guide for the de-velopment
of fiction, plays, and television and radio scripts. He shows how to probe the secrets of human
motivation to create flesh and blood characters who create suspense and conflict and who
grow emotionally under stress and strain. Basically, this book outlines in detail the Egri Method
of Creative Writ-ing, which has won such wide acclaim. This method, used by Lajos Egri in his
private consultations with writers and producers in Hollywood and with student writers all over
the world, is here presented in full.
An accurate and accessible survey of modern psychological theory and practice, this reference
offers professional writers practical advice for incorporating psychological elements into their
work. With easy-to-understand explanations and definitions, this book is an invaluable
resource for any writer wishing to add realistic details to scenes that depict psychologists,
mental illnesses and disorders, and psychotherapeutic treatments. Designed around the needs
of professional fiction and nonfiction writers, this is an easy-to-use resource that includes
historical and modern psychological treatments and terms and refutes popularly held
misconceptions.
Offers new and compelling perspectives on the deeply moral nature of Hitchcock’s films. In his
essays and interviews, Alfred Hitchcock was guarded about substantive matters of morality,
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preferring instead to focus on discussions of technique. That has not, however, discouraged
scholars and critics from trying to work out what his films imply about such moral matters as
honesty, fidelity, jealousy, courage, love, and loyalty. Through discussions and analyses of
such films as Strangers on a Train, Rear Window, Vertigo, North by Northwest, and Frenzy,
the contributors to this book strive to throw light on the way Hitchcock depicts a moral—if not
amoral or immoral—world. Drawing on perspectives from film studies, philosophy, literature, and
other disciplines, they offer new and compelling interpretations of the filmmaker’s moral gaze
and the inflection point it provides for modern cinema.
Writers know that their characters and stories should be multi-layered and believable. Now
here's a simple workbook that uses the same knowledge that gives therapists insight into
human behaviour to create fiction that hits the mark. Each chapter outlines an aspect of
psychological theory as it can be used for writing and provides two worksheets to translate it
into action - one to develop characters, one to develop the story. Darian Smith is a prize
winning fiction writer with a degree in psychology, a Diploma of Counselling, and is a member
of the New Zealand Association of Counsellors. He combines these two sides of his
background to provide simple, easy to follow tools that make use of established psychological
theory to help writers develop fully rounded, interesting, realistic characters and inject conflict
into their stories. Give your writing the benefit of over a decade of training and experience and
discover how to have readers wanting more.
Screenplay: Building Story Through Character is designed to help screenwriters turn simple or
intricate ideas into exciting, multidimensional film narratives with fully-realized characters.
Based on Jule Selbo’s unique 11-step structure for building story through characters, the book
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teaches budding screenwriters the skills to focus and shape their ideas, turning them into
stories filled with character development, strong plot elements based on obstacles and
conflicts, and multifaceted emotional arcs. Using examples and analysis from classic and
contemporary films across a range of genres, from The Godfather to Guardians of the Galaxy,
Selbo’s Screenplay takes students inside the scriptwriting process, providing a broad overview
for both beginners and seasoned writers alike. The book is rounded out with discussion
questions, writing exercises, a guide to the business of screenwriting, in-depth film
breakdowns, and a glossary of screenwriting terms.
A Companion to Creative Writing comprehensively considers key aspects of the practice,
profession and culture of creative writing in the contemporary world. The most comprehensive
collection specifically relating to the practices and cultural and professional place of creative
writing Covers not only the “how” of creative writing, but many more topics in and around the
profession and cultural practices surrounding creative writing Features contributions from
international writers, editors, publishers, critics, translators, specialists in public art and more
Covers the writing of poetry, fiction, new media, plays, films, radio works, and other literary
genres and forms Explores creative writing’s engagement with culture, language, spirituality,
politics, education, and heritage
Psychology at the Movies explores the insights to be gained by applying various psychological
lenses to popular films including cinematic depictions of human behavior, the psychology of
filmmakers, and the impact of viewing movies. Uses the widest range of psychological
approaches to explore movies, the people who make them, and the people who watch them
Written in an accessible style with vivid examples from a diverse group of popular films, such
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as The Silence of the Lambs, The Wizard of Oz, Star Wars, Taxi Driver, Good Will Hunting,
and A Beautiful Mind Brings together psychology, film studies, mass communication, and
cultural studies to provide an interdisciplinary perspective Features an extensive bibliography
for further exploration of various research fields
Archetypal symbols in ancient myths as well as the folktales, nursery stories, and fairytales of
the Middle Ages are the blueprints of modern fantasy literature. This book explores the modern
dreamscape of present-day fantasy, using the ancient myths and traditional fairytales as
guides and shining the light of psychological insight onto every symbolic figure and theme
encountered. Chapters are dedicated to all of the significant archetypes: heroes and
princesses, fairy godmothers and evil witches, wizards and dark lords, magic, and magical
beasts are all explored. The analyses and interpretations are informed by classic
psychoanalytic studies; the works of fantasy literature examined in this book include the most
popular and influential in the genre.

The bestselling Emotion Thesaurus, often hailed as “the gold standard for
writers” and credited with transforming how writers craft emotion, has now been
expanded to include 56 new entries! One of the biggest struggles for writers is
how to convey emotion to readers in a unique and compelling way. When
showing our characters’ feelings, we often use the first idea that comes to mind,
and they end up smiling, nodding, and frowning too much. If you need inspiration
for creating characters’ emotional responses that are personalized and
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evocative, this ultimate show-don’t-tell guide for emotion can help. It includes: •
Body language cues, thoughts, and visceral responses for over 130 emotions
that cover a range of intensity from mild to severe, providing innumerable options
for individualizing a character’s reactions • A breakdown of the biggest emotionrelated writing problems and how to overcome them • Advice on what should be
done before drafting to make sure your characters’ emotions will be realistic and
consistent • Instruction for how to show hidden feelings and emotional subtext
through dialogue and nonverbal cues • And much more! The Emotion
Thesaurus, in its easy-to-navigate list format, will inspire you to create stronger,
fresher character expressions and engage readers from your first page to your
last.
Crafting likable, interesting characters is a balancing act, and finding that perfect
mix of strengths and weaknesses can be difficult. Not only does a well-drawn
protagonist need positive attributes to help him succeed, he must also have flaws
that humanize him and give him something to overcome. The same is true of
villains and the rest of the story’s supporting cast. So how can writers figure out
which flaws best fit their characters? Which negative traits will create personality
clashes and conflict while making success difficult? Nothing adds complexity like
character flaws. Inside The Negative Trait Thesaurus you’ll find: * A vast
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collection of flaws to explore when building a character’s personality. Each entry
includes possible causes, attitudes, behaviors, thoughts, and related emotions *
Real examples from literature, film, or television to show how each flaw can
create life challenges and relational friction * Advice on building layered and
memorable characters from the ground up * An in-depth look at backstory,
emotional wounds, and how pain twists a character’s view of himself and his
world, influencing behavior and decision making * A flaw-centric exploration of
character arc, relationships, motivation, and basic needs * Tips on how to best
show a character’s flaws to readers while avoiding common pitfalls *
Downloadable tools to aid writers in character creation The Negative Trait
Thesaurus sheds light on your character’s dark side. Written in list format and
fully indexed, this brainstorming resource is perfect for creating deep, flawed
characters readers will relate to.
With chapters on social media, videogames and human-machine communication,
Dialogue across Media provides a comprehensive overview of the role of
dialogue in contemporary media. Drawing on the expertise of scholars and
practitioners from multiple fields and disciplines, including screenwriters, literary
critics, linguists and new media theorists, each chapter provides an in-depth
analysis of dialogue in action. Together, these chapters demonstrate the unique
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energy and versatility that dialogic forms can offer artists and readers alike, and
the special role that dialogue plays in helping us to understand the complexities
and contradictions of human interaction. Dialogue across Media provides an
essential resource for students and specialists in many fields concerned with
dialogue, including language and literature, media and cultural studies,
narratology and rhetoric.
This book tells you how to prepare all kinds of budgets, gives actual samples with
detailed explanations and has extra sections on Setting Up a Company, PreProduction and Money-Saving Ideas.
Food, Media and Contemporary Culture is designed to interrogate the cultural
fascination with food as the focus of a growing number of visual texts that reveal
the deep, psychological relationship that each of us has with rituals of preparing,
presenting and consuming food and images of food.
Prewriting Your Screenplay cements all the bricks of a story’s foundations
together and forms a single, organic story-growing technique, starting with a
blank slate. It shows writers how to design each element so that they perfectly
interlock together like pieces of a puzzle, creating a stronger story foundation that
does not leave gaps and holes for readers to find. This construction process is
performed one piece at a time, one character at a time, building and
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incorporating each element into the whole. The book provides a clear-cut set of
lessons that teaches how to construct that story base around concepts as
individual as the writer’s personal opinions, helping to foster an individual
writer’s voice. It also features end-of-chapter exercises that offer step-by-step
guidance in applying each lesson, providing screenwriters with a concrete
approach to building a strong foundation for a screenplay. This is the
quintessential book for all writers taking their first steps towards developing a
screenplay from nothing, getting them over that first monumental hump, resulting
in a well-formulated story concept that is cohesive and professional.
A quick look at any fiction bestseller list reveals that thrillers make up most of the
titles at the top. HOW TO WRITE A DAMN GOOD THRILLER will help the
aspiring novelist or screenwriter to design, draft, write, and polish a thriller that is
sure to grab readers. Frey uses examples from both books and movies and
addresses the following hot topics: *Germinal ideas *Breathing life into great
thriller characters *Crafting a gripping opening *Maintaining tension *Creating
obstacles and conflicts *Writing a mean, lean thriller scene *Adding surprise
twists *Building a smashing climax and many more. In his trademark
approachable and humorous style, Frey illuminates the building blocks of great
thrillers and gives the reader the tools to write his or her own.
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This book offers the first international look at how script development is theorised
and practiced. Drawing on interviews, case studies, discourse analysis, creative
practices and industry experiences, it brings together scholars and practitioners
from around the world to offer critical insights into this core, but often hidden,
aspect of screenwriting and screen production. Chapters speculate and reflect
upon how creative, commercial and social practices in which ideas, emotions,
people and personalities combine, cohere and clash are shaped by the
practicalities, policies and rapid movements of the screen industry. Comprising
two parts, the book first looks into script development from a theoretical
perspective, and second looks out from the practice to form practitioner-led
perspectives of script development. With a rising interest in screenwriting and
production studies, and an increased appetite for practice-based research, the
book offers a timely mapping of the terrain of script development, providing rich
foundations for both study and practice.
As humans charge up the steep slope of technological innovation, Digital Age media
increasingly shapes our perception of everything--even spiritual matters. The next stage
of spiritual development may be the product of a digital interface between our own
image of the divine, virtual reality technology that produces real perceptions, and with
devices that stimulate areas of the brain associated with spiritual experience. This book
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explores the influence of digital media on spirituality and the impact of the digital
environment on our experience of the spiritual world. The author predicts a future in
which digital technology and neuroscience will combine to create a new understanding
of the divine.
Compelling fiction starts with characters who have well-crafted layers that make them
memorable, relatable, and fascinating. But trying to convey those layers often results in
bulky descriptions that cause readers to skim. Occupations, though, can cover a lot of
characterization ground, revealing personality traits, abilities, passions, and
motivations. Dig deeper, and a career can hint at past trauma, fears, and even the
character’s efforts to run from—or make up for—the past. Select a job that packs a
powerful punch. Inside The Occupation Thesaurus, you’ll find: * Informative profiles on
popular and unusual jobs to help you write them with authority * Believable conflict
scenarios for each occupation, giving you unlimited possibilities for adding tension at
the story and scene level * Advice for twisting the stereotypes often associated with
these professions * Instruction on how to use jobs to characterize, support story
structure, reinforce theme, and more * An in-depth study on how emotional wounds and
basic human needs may influence a character’s choice of occupation * A brainstorming
tool to organize the various aspects of your character’s personality so you can come
up with the best careers for them Choose a profession for your character that brings
more to the table than just a paycheck. With over 120 entries in a user-friendly format,
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The Occupation Thesaurus is an entire job fair for writers.
This essential core textbook provides an approachable and extensive introduction to
film theory, written by two highly experienced senior lecturers. Bringing a fresh,
contemporary and accessible approach to what is often perceived to be a challenging
and old-fashioned area of film studies that requires time and effort to grasp, the text
illustrates why theory is important and demonstrates how it can be applied in a
meaningful way. The book's sixteen chapters are clear and comprehensive and provide
an insight into the main areas of debate, using clear definitions and explaining complex
ideas succinctly. The ideal entry point for any student studying film, the book is
designed for use on courses on film theory on undergraduate and postgraduate degree
programmes within film, cinema, media and cultural studies. New to this Edition: - An
expanded introduction, plus a new chapter looking at Adaptation - Contemporary case
studies exploring popular and topical films, such as The Hunger Games (2012), Blue is
the Warmest Colour (2013) and The Lego Movie (2014) - An expanded introduction,
plus a new chapter looking at Adaptation - Additional genre-based case study on the
British Gangster film - Additional actor-basedcase study on Ryan Gosling - A greater
focus throughout on the relevance of film theory to students undertaking practical film
degrees and units
The information environments that modern society requires us to master and engage in
are based in literacy and digital communication. Mediated information not only passes
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through our brains, it alters and rewires them. Since our environment, to a large extent,
is shaped by the way we perceive, understand, and communicate information, we can
even think of mental disorders as symptoms of maladaptation to our media
environments. This book uses this "media ecology" model to explore the effects of
media on mental disorders. It traces the development of media from the most basic
forms--the sights and sounds expressed by the human body--to the most
technologically complex media created to date, showing how each medium of
communication relates to specific mental disorders such as anxiety, depression,
schizophrenia, and autism. As the digital age proceeds to envelop us in an environment
of infinite and instantly accessible information, it's crucial to our own mental health to
understand how the various forms of media influence and shape our minds and
behaviors.
Authors and screenwriters will get a creative boost with this lively and exciting
catalogue of creative writing techniques which they can instantly employ to create
memorable, realistic characters. D'Vari reveals the creative secrets of highly paid
screenwriters and best-selling authors.
'The best book on the subject I've read. Quite brilliant' Tony Jordan, creator/writer, Life
on Mars, Hustle We all love stories. But why do we tell them? And why do all stories
function in an eerily similar way? John Yorke, creator of the BBC Writers' Academy, has
brought a vast array of drama to British screens. Here he takes us on a journey to the
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heart of storytelling, revealing that there truly is a unifying shape to narrative forms one that echoes the fairytale journey into the woods and, like any great art, comes from
deep within. From ancient myths to big-budget blockbusters, he gets to the root of the
stories that are all around us, every day. 'Marvellous' Julian Fellowes 'Terrifyingly clever
... Packed with intelligent argument' Evening Standard 'The most important book about
scriptwriting since William Goldman's Adventures in the Screen Trade' Peter Bowker,
writer, Blackpool, Occupation, Eric and Ernie
Mind control, madness and altered states of reality can make for exciting nights at the
movies—which explains the enduring popularity of a film genre that might be called the
psycho thriller. Psychiatry and film came of age simultaneously, and characters such as
the evil psychiatrist and the pathological killer were often developed in direct reference
to the psychological themes that inspired them. For example, the penchants of
Hitchcock’s famously creepy Norman Bates represented real psychological disorders,
and his actions were explained through psychoanalysis. The psycho thriller presents a
world where psychology represents a dimension of supernatural and metaphysical
wonders. The introduction analyzes what makes a psycho thriller, and subsequent
chapters are devoted to each of the archetypal psycho thriller characters (the mad
scientist, the psycho killer, the individual with psychic powers, and the psychiatrist) and
themes (mind control, dreams, memory, and existential issues). The concluding chapter
lists the top twenty psycho thrillers. Stills from classic films in the genre illustrate the
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text, which also includes filmography, bibliography, and index.
This revised and refreshed edition guides the contemporary screenwriter through a
variety of creative and critical approaches to a deeper understanding of how to tell
stories for the screen. With a renewed focus on theme and structure, the book is an
essential guide for writers, script developers and teachers to help develop ideas into
rich dynamic projects, and craft compelling, resonating screenplays. Combining
creative tools and approaches with critical and contextual underpinnings, the book is
ideal for screenwriting students who are looking to expand their skills and reflect on
practices to add greater depth to their scripts. It will also inspire experienced writers and
developers to find fresh ways of working and consider how new technology is affecting
storytelling voices. Comprehensive and engaging, this book considers key narrative
questions of today and offers a range of exercises to address them. Integrating creative
guidance with rigorous scholarship, this is the perfect companion for undergraduate
students taking courses in screenwriting. Encouraging and pragmatic, it will provide a
wealth of inspiration for those wishing to work in the industry or deepen their study of
the practice. New to this Edition: - Refreshed and revised edition to meet the demands
of contemporary screenwriting - New case studies, models, tools and approaches to
writing for the screen - Updated areas of industry practice, including web series,
transmedia, VR and long-form storytelling - Includes practical approaches and creative
exercises that can be used in the classroom
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"To make their stories come alive, screenwriters must understand human
behavior. Using this book, writers can make Sigmund Freud, Carl Jung, Alfred
Adler, Erick Erikson, and Joseph Campbell their writing partners. Psychology for
Screenwriters helps scribes craft psychologically resonant characters and
conflict. You'll learn to create convincing motivation, believable identity
development, and archetypes that produce authentic screen moments."-- Cover
A Writer's Guide to the Craft and Elements of a,Screenplay,.
The Science of Writing Characters is a comprehensive handbook to help writers
create compelling and psychologically-credible characters that come to life on the
page. Drawing on the latest psychological theory and research, ranging from
personality theory to evolutionary science, the book equips screenwriters and
novelists with all the techniques they need to build complex, dimensional
characters from the bottom up. Writers learn how to create rounded characters
using the 'Big Five' dimensions of personality and then are shown how these
personality traits shape action, relationships and dialogue. Throughout The
Science of Writing Characters, psychological theories and research are
translated into handy practical tips, which are illustrated through examples of
characters in action in well-known films, television series and novels, ranging
from Three Billboards Outside Ebbing Missouri and Game of Thrones to The
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Bonfire of the Vanities and The Goldfinch. This very practical approach makes
the book an engaging and accessible companion guide for all writers who want to
better understand how they can make memorable characters with the potential
for global appeal.
When the World Laughs is a book about the intersection of humor, history, and
culture. It explores how film comedy, one of the world's most popular movie
genres, reflects the values and beliefs of those who enjoy its many forms, its
most enduring characters and stories, its most entertaining routines and funniest
jokes. What people laugh at in Europe, Africa, or the Far East reveals important
truths about their differences and common bonds. By investigating their traditions
of humor, by paying close attention to what kinds of comedy cross national
boundaries or what gets lost in translation, this study leads us to a deeper
understanding of each other and ourselves. Section One begins with a survey of
the theories and research that best explain how humor works. It clarifies the
varieties of comic forms and styles, identifies the world's most archetypal figures
of fun, and traces the history of the world's traditions of humor from earliest times
to today. It also examines the techniques and aesthetics of film comedy: how
movies use the world's rich repertoire of amusing stories, gags, and wit to make
us laugh and think. Section Two offers a close look at national and regional
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trends. It applies the concepts set forth earlier to specific films-across a broad
spectrum of sub-genres, historical eras, and cultural contexts-providing an
insightful comparative study of the world's great traditions of film comedy.
Provides critical overviews of the main writers and key themes of Anglophone
Jewish fictionThis collection of essays represents a new departure for, and a
potentially (re)defining moment in, literary Jewish Studies. It is the first volume to
bring together essays covering a wide range of American, British, South African,
Canadian and Australian Jewish fiction. Moreover, it complicates all these terms,
emphasising the porousness between different national traditions and moving
beyond traditional definitions of Jewishness. For the sake of structural clarity, the
volume is divided into three parts American Jewish Fiction British Jewish Fiction
and International and Transnational Anglophone Jewish Fiction but many of the
essays cross over these boundaries and speak to each other implicitly, as well
as, on occasion, explicitly. Extending and redefining the canon of modern Jewish
fiction, the volume juxtaposes major authors with more marginal figures, revising
and recuperating individual reputations, rediscovering forgotten and discovering
new work, and in the process remapping the whole terrain. This volume opens
windows onto vistas that previously had been obscured and opens doors for the
next generation of studies that could not proceed without a wide-ranging,
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visionary empiricism grounding their work. The Edinburgh Companion is a
paradigm-changing event, and nothing in Jewish literary studies that follows can
fail to pay close attention to it. Key Features:Highlights the rich diversity of the
field and identifies its key themes, including immigration, the Diaspora, the
Holocaust, Judaism, assimilation, antisemitism and ZionismAnalyses the main
trends in Anglophone Jewish fiction and situates them in historical
contextDiscusses the place of Anglophone Jewish fiction in relation to critical
debates concerning transatlanticism and transnationalism; ethnicity and identity
politics; postcolonial studies, feminist studies and Jewish Studies. With a preface
by Mark Shechner, the volume contains 28 essays by contributors including Vicki
Aarons (Trinity University, Texas), Debra Shostak (Wooster College, Ohio), Ira
Nadel (University of British Columbia), Efraim Sicher (Ben-Gurion University,
Phyllis Lassner (Northwestern University), Sue Vice (University of Sheffield), Lori
Harrison-Kahan (Boston College), Ruth Gilbert (University of Winchester), Beate
Neumeier (University of Cologne) andSandra Singer (University of Guelph).David
Brauner is Professor of Contemporary Literature at The University of
Reading.Axel Sta er is Reader in Comparative Literature at the University of
Kent, Canterbury.
Graphic Violence provides an innovative introduction to the relationship between
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violence and visual media, discussing how media consumers and producers can
think critically about and interact with violent visual content. It comprehensively
surveys predominant theories of media violence and the research supporting and
challenging them, addressing issues ranging from social learning, to
representations of war and terrorism, to gender and hyper-masculinity. Each
chapter features original artwork presenting a story in the style of a graphic novel
to demonstrate the concepts at hand. Truly unique in its approach to the subject
and medium, this volume is an excellent resource for undergraduate students of
communication and media theory as well as anyone interested in understanding
the causes and effects of violence in media.
The media writing industry is constantly changing, making it vital for students and
practitioners to be able to adapt to new and different forms and approaches. Now
updated in a second edition, this highly accessible and practical guide to media
writing brings together a range of different professional contexts, enabling
students to develop a solid understanding of the practices that will enable them to
excel in any media writing field today. In chapters spanning print, online and
broadcast news, magazines, public relations, advertising and screenwriting, Batty
and Cain outline the key theories, concepts and tools for writing in each context,
exploring their distinctive styles and practices and also identifying their shared
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ideas and principles. Packed with exercises, case studies and career guidance,
this lively resource encourages students to engage with each form and hone
transferable skills. The new edition reveals how digital technology is continually
expanding the scope of platforms and shaping the way media writing is produced
and consumed. This insightful text remains essential reading for students of
journalism, creative writing, media studies and communication studies.
Western films are often considered sprawling reflections of the American spirit.
This book analyzes the archetypes, themes, and figures within the mythology of
the western frontier. Western themes are interpreted as expressions of cultural
needs that perform specific psychological functions for the audience. Chapters
are devoted to the frontier hero character, the roles of women and Native
Americans, and the work of the genre's most prolific directors, Anthony Mann and
John Ford. The book includes a filmography and movie stills. Instructors
considering this book for use in a course may request an examination copy here.
It’s a writer’s job to create compelling characters who can withstand life’s fallout without
giving up. But building authentic, memorable heroes is no easy task. To forge realistic
characters, we must hobble them with flaws that set them back while giving them positive
attributes to help them achieve their goals. So how do writers choose the right blend of
strengths for their characters—attributes that will render them admirable and worth rooting
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for—without making it too easy for them to succeed? Character creation can be hard, but it’s
about to get a lot easier. Inside The Positive Trait Thesaurus, you’ll find: * A large selection of
attributes to choose from when building a personality profile. Each entry lists possible causes
for why a trait might emerge, along with associated attitudes, behaviors, thoughts, and
emotions * Real character examples from literature, film, or television to show how an attribute
drives actions and decisions, influences goals, and steers relationships * Advice on using
positive traits to immediately hook readers while avoiding common personality pitfalls * Insight
on human needs and morality, and how each determines the strengths that emerge in heroes
and villains alike * Information on the key role positive attributes play within the character arc,
and how they’re vital to overcoming fatal flaws and achieving success * Downloadable tools
for organizing a character’s attributes and providing a deeper understanding of his past, his
needs, and the emotional wounds he must overcome If you find character creation difficult or
worry that your cast members all seem the same, The Positive Trait Thesaurus is brimming
with ideas to help you develop one-of-a-kind, dynamic characters that readers will love.
Extensively indexed, with entries written in a user-friendly list format, this brainstorming
resource is perfect for any character creation project.
Compelling characters are what keeps readers turning pages and buying books — from
fantasies to mysteries to the great literary novel. But how to do you create characters that feel
three dimensional and real on the page? Counsellor and author Eileen Cook shares common
psychological techniques to help you build your characters and take your story to the next
level. Covering understanding your character's backstory and how it impacts their choices in
your book by doing a structured counselling interview, personality structure (Myers Briggs and
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Emotional Intelligence) and how that may lead to conflict, and understand dissecting the
Stages of Change to see how your character moves through them. Filled with practical tips,
examples and prompts this is a craft book you will return to over and over. This is the second
book in the Creative Academy Guides for Writers series. Be sure to check out the rest of the
guides for writers in this series. 1. Scrappy Rough Draft by Donna Barker 2. Build Better
Characters by Eileen Cook 3. Strategic Series Author by Crystal Hunt 4. Create Story Conflict
by Eileen Cook 5. Full Time Author by Eileen Cook and Crystal Hunt
This ultimate insider's guide reveals the secrets that none dare admit, told by a show biz
veteran who's proven that you can sell your script if you can save the cat!
Learn the tricks and pitfalls of low-budget filmmaking from 33 successful indepent films and the
filmmakers who created them. This is the most important book an independent
writer/director/producer may ever read. Includes never before published interviews with lowbudget mavericks such as Steven Soderbergh, Roger Corman, Jon Favreau, Henry Jaglom,
and many more.
A revised and expanded sequel to Stealing Fire from the Gods, this 2nd edition includes
important new revelations concerning the ultimate source of unity, the structures of the whole
story passage, the anti-hero's journey, the high-concept great idea, the secrets of charismatic
characters, and the analyses of many important new stories and successful films.
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