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This is the first book to offer a comprehensive overview of the history, development and
contemporary significance of sport in Asia. It addresses a wide range of issues central
to sport in the context of Asian culture, politics, economy and society. The book
explores diverse topics, including the history of traditional Asian sport; the rise of
modern sport in Asia; the Olympic Movement in Asia; mega sport events in Asia; sport
governance and policy; gender, class and ethnicity in Asian sport, and Asia’s sporting
heroes and heroines. With contributions from 74 leading international scholars, it offers
a new perspective on understanding Asian sport and society, telling the story of how
sport in this mega-region is coming together and reshaping the world in the process. It
also provides readers with a wide lens through which to better contextualise the
relationships between Asia and the world within the global sport community. The
Routledge Handbook of Sport in Asia is a vital resource for students and scholars
studying the history, politics, sociology, culture and policy of sport in Asia, as well as
sport management, sport history, sport sociology, and sport policy and politics. It is also
valuable reading for those working in international sport organisations.
Specifically designed for use on a range of undergraduate and graduate courses,
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Introducing Japanese Popular Culture is a comprehensive textbook offering an up-todate overview of a wide variety of media forms. It uses particular case studies as a way
into examining the broader themes in Japanese culture and provides a thorough
analysis of the historical and contemporary trends that have shaped artistic production,
as well as, politics, society, and economics. As a result, more than being a time capsule
of influential trends, this book teaches enduring lessons about how popular culture
reflects the societies that produce and consume it. With contributions from an
international team of scholars, representing a range of disciplines from history and
anthropology to art history and media studies, the book’s sections include: Television
Videogames Music Popular Cinema Anime Manga Popular Literature Fashion
Contemporary Art Written in an accessible style by a stellar line-up of international
contributors, this textbook will be essential reading for students of Japanese culture and
society, Asian media and popular culture, and Asian Studies in general.
The Routledge Handbook of Civil Society in Asia is an interdisciplinary resource,
covering one of the most dynamically expanding sectors in contemporary Asia.
Originally a product of Western thinking, civil society represents a particular set of
relationships between the state and either society or the individual. Each culture,
however, molds its own version of civil society, reflecting its most important values and
traditions. This handbook provides a comprehensive survey of the directions and
nuances of civil society, featuring contributions by leading specialists on Asian society
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from the fields of political science, sociology, anthropology, and other disciplines.
Comprising thirty-five essays on critical topics and issues, it is divided into two main
sections: Part I covers country specific reviews, including Japan, China, South Korea,
India, and Singapore. Part II offers a series of thematic chapters, such as
democratization, social enterprise, civic activism, and the media. As an analysis of
Asian social, cultural, and political phenomena from the perspective of civil society in
the post-World War IIera, this book will be useful to students and scholars of Asian
Studies, Asian Politics, and Comparative Politics.
The Routledge Companion to Contemporary Japanese Social Theory breaks new
ground in providing a detailed, systematic appraisal of the major traditions of social
theory prominent in Japan today – from theories of identity and individualization to
globalization studies. The volume introduces readers to the rich diversity of socialtheoretical critique in contemporary Japanese social theory. The editors have brought
together some of the most influential Japanese social scientists to assess current
trends in Japanese social theory, including Kazuhisa Nishihara, Aiko Kashimura,
Masahiro Ogino, Yumiko Ehara and Kiyomitsu Yui. The volume also contains dialogues
with these Japanese contributors from authoritative Western social theorists – including,
among others, Axel Honneth, Roland Robertson, Bryan S. Turner, Charles Lemert and
Anthony Elliott – to reflect on such developments. The result is an exciting, powerful set
of intellectual exchanges. The book introduces, contextualizes and critiques social
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theories in the broader context of Japanese society, culture and politics – with particular
emphasis upon Japanese engagements and revisions of major traditions of social
thought. Divided into two sections, the book surveys traditions of social thought in
Japanese social science and presents the major social issues facing contemporary
Japan. The book will appeal to students and scholars of sociology, social theory, critical
theory, psychoanalysis, risk, gender studies, feminist studies, self and identity studies,
media studies and cultural studies.
The Routledge Handbook of Politics in Asia is designed to serve as a comprehensive
reference guide to politics in Asia. Covering East, South, Southeast, and Central Asia,
this handbook brings together the work of leading international academics to cover the
political histories, institutions, economies, and cultures of the region. Taking a
comparative approach, it is divided into four parts, including: A thorough introduction to
the politics of the four regions of Asia from the perspectives of democratization, foreign
policy, political economy, and political culture. An examination of the "Big Three" of Asia
– China, India, and Japan – focusing on issues including post-Mao reform, China’s new
world outlook, Indian democracy, and Japanese foreign policy. A discussion of
important contemporary issues, such as human rights, the politics of the internet,
security, nationalism, and geopolitics. An analysis of the relationship between politics
and certain theoretical ideas, such as Confucianism, Hinduism, socialist
constitutionalism, and gender norms. As an invaluable and all-inclusive resource, this
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handbook will be useful for students, scholars, researchers, and practitioners of Asian
politics and comparative politics.
The Fukushima Daiichi nuclear accident that followed the March 2011 tsunami and
earthquake in Japan shocked the world. In the wake the of the disaster, questions were
asked as to why Japanese antinuclear movements were not able to prevent those with
vested interests, such as businesses, bureaucrats, the media and academics, from
facilitating nuclear energy policies? Taking this question as its starting point, this book
looks more widely at the development and powerlessness of Japanese civil society,
and seeks to untangle this intersection between social movements and civil society in
postwar Japan. Central to this book are the Japanese New Left movements that
emerged in the 1960s and 1970s, and the impact they have had on civil society and
politics. By focusing on a key idea that a wide range of new leftists shared – the selfrevolution in ‘everydayness’ – Takemasa Ando shows how these groups did not seek
immediate change in the realms of politics and legislation, but rather, it was believed
that personal transformation would lead to broader social and political change. By
reconsidering the relationship between Japanese New Left movements of the 1960s
and later social movements, this book crucially connects the constructive and disruptive
legacies of the movements, and in doing so provides valuable insights into the
powerlessness that plagues Japanese civil society today. Presenting a comprehensive
picture of the New Left movements and their legacies in Japan, this book will be of
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great interest to students and scholars working in the fields of Japanese politics,
Japanese history, and Japanese culture and society.
In this comprehensive volume, leading scholars of media and communication examine
the nexus of globalization, digital media, and popular culture in the early 21st century.
The book begins by interrogating globalization as a critical and intensely contested
concept, and proceeds to explore how digital media have influenced a complex set of
globalization processes in broad international and comparative contexts. Contributors
address a number of key political, economic, cultural, and technological issues relative
to globalization, such as free trade agreements, cultural imperialism, heterogeneity, the
increasing dominance of American digital media in global cultural markets, the powers
of the nation-state, and global corporate media ownership. By extension, readers are
introduced to core theoretical concepts and practical ideas, which they can apply to a
broad range of contemporary media policies, practices, movements, and technologies
in different geographic regions of the world—North America, Europe, Africa, the Middle
East, Latin America, and Asia. Scholars of global media, international communication,
media industries, globalization, and popular culture will find this to be a singular
resource for understanding the interconnected relationship between digital media and
globalization.
While a decade ago much of the discussion of new media in Asia was couched in
Occidental notions of Asia as a "default setting" for technology in the future, today we
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are seeing a much more complex picture of contesting new media practices and
production. As "new media" becomes increasingly an everyday reality for young and old
across Asia through smartphones and associated devices, boundaries between art,
new media, and the everyday are transformed. This Handbook addresses the historical,
social, cultural, political, philosophical, artistic and economic dimensions of the region’s
new media. Through an interdisciplinary revision of both "new media" and "Asia" the
contributors provide new insights into the complex and contesting terrains of both
notions. The Routledge Handbook of New Media in Asia will be the definitive
publication for readers interested in comprehending all the various aspects of new
media in Asia. It provides an authoritative, up-to-date, intellectually broad, conceptually
cutting-edge guide to the important aspects of new media in the region — as the first
point of consultation for researchers, advanced level undergraduate and postgraduate
students in fields of new media and Asian studies.

Since the 1990s there has been a dramatic increase in cultural flows and
connections between the countries in the East Asian region. Nowhere is this
more apparent than when looking at popular culture where uneven but
multilateral exchanges of Japanese, Korean, Taiwanese, Hong Kong and
Chinese products have led to the construction of an ‘East Asian Popular
Culture’. This is both influenced by, and in turn influences, the national cultures,
and generates transnational co-production and reinvention. As East Asian
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popular culture becomes a global force, it is increasingly important for us to
understand the characteristics of contemporary East Asian popular culture, and
in particular its transnational nature. In this handbook, the contributors theorize
East Asian experiences and reconsider Western theories on cultural globalization
to provide a cutting-edge overview of this global phenomenon. The Routledge
Handbook of East Asian Popular Culture will be of great interest to students and
scholars of a wide range of disciplines, including: Cultural Studies, Media
Studies, Communication Studies, Anthropology, Sociology and Asian Studies in
general.
Transcultural Japan provides a critical examination of being Other in Japan.
Portraying the multiple intersections of race, ethnicity, class, and gender, the
book suggests ways in which the transcultural borderlands of Japan reflect
globalization in this island nation. The authors show the diversity of Japan from
the inside, revealing an extraordinarily complex new society in sharp contrast to
the persistent stereotypical images held of a regimented, homogeneous Japan.
Unsettling as it may be, there are powerful arguments here for looking at the
meanings of globalization in Japan through these diverse communities and
individuals. These are not harmonious, utopian communities by any means, as
they are formed in contexts, both global and local, of unequal power relations.
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Yet it is also clear that the multiple processes associated with globalization lead
to larger hybridizations, a global mélange of socio-cultural, political, and
economic forces and the emergence of what could be called trans-local Creolized
cultures. Transcultural Japan reports regional, national, and cosmopolitan
movements. Characterized by global flows, hybridity, and networks, this book
documents Japan’s new lived experiences and rapid metamorphosis. Accessible
and engaging, this broad-based volume is an attractive and useful resource for
students of Japanese culture and society, as well as being a timely and revealing
contribution to research scholars and for those interested in race, ethnicity,
cultural identities and transformations.
The Routledge Handbook of East Asian Gender Studies presents up-to-date
theoretical and conceptual developments in key areas of the field, taking a multidisciplinary and comparative approach. Featuring contributions by leading
scholars of Gender Studies to provide a cutting-edge overview of the field, this
handbook includes examples from China, Japan, South Korea, Taiwan and Hong
Kong and covers the following themes: theorising gender relations; women’s and
feminist movements; work, care and migration; family and intergenerational
relationships; cultural representation; masculinity; and state, militarism and
gender. This handbook is essential reading for scholars and students of Gender
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and Women’s Studies, as well as East Asian societies, social policy and culture.
The Routledge Handbook of Modern Japanese Literature provides a
comprehensive overview of how we study Japanese literature today. Rather than
taking a purely chronological approach to the content, the chapters survey the
state of the field through a number of pressing issues and themes, examining the
ways in which it is possible to read modern Japanese literature and situate it in
relation to critical theory. The Handbook examines various modes of literary
production (such as fiction, poetry, and critical essays) as distinct forms of
expression that nonetheless are closely interrelated. Attention is drawn to the
idea of the bunjin as a ‘person of letters’ and a more realistic assessment is
provided of how writers have engaged with ideas – not labelled a ‘novelist’ or
‘poet’, but a ‘writer’ who may at one time or another choose to write in various
forms. The book provides an overview of major authors and genres by situating
them within broader themes that have defined the way writers have produced
literature in modern Japan, as well as how those works have been read and
understood by different readers in different time periods. The Routledge
Handbook of Modern Japanese Literature draws from an international array of
established experts in the field as well as promising young researchers. It
represents a wide variety of critical approaches, giving the study a broad range of
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perspectives. This handbook will be of interest to students and scholars of Asian
Studies, Literature, Sociology, Critical Theory, and History.
This handbook provides a comprehensive overview and holistic analysis of the
intersection between tourism and popular culture. It examines current debates,
questions and controversies of tourism in the wake of popular culture phenomena
and explores the relationships between popular culture, globalization, tourism
and mobility. In addition, it offers a cross-disciplinary, cutting edge review of the
character of popular cultural production and consumption trends, analyzing their
consequences for tourism, spatial strategies and destination competitiveness.
The scope of the volume encompasses various expressions of popular culture
such as cinema, TV shows, music, literature, sports and heritage. Featuring a
mix of theoretical and empirical chapters, the handbook problematizes and
conceptualizes the ties and clusters of popular cultural actors, thereby positioning
tourism within the wider context of creative economies, cultural planning and
multimodal technologies. Written by an international team of academics with
expertise in a range of disciplines, this timely book will be of interest to
researchers from a variety of subjects including tourism, events, geography,
cultural studies, fandom research, political economy, business, media studies
and technology.
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Music is a frequently neglected aspect of Japanese culture. It is in fact a highly
problematic area, as the Japanese actively introduced Western music into their
modern education system in the Meiji period (1868-1911), creating westernized
melodies and instrumental instruction for Japanese children from kindergarten
upwards. As a result, most Japanese now have a far greater familiarity with
Western (or westernized) music than with traditional Japanese music. Traditional
or classical Japanese music has become somewhat ghettoized, often known and
practised only by small groups of people in social structures which have survived
since the pre-modern era. Such marginalization of Japanese music is one of the
less recognized costs of Japan's modernization. On the other hand, music in its
westernized and modernized forms has an extremely important place in
Japanese culture and society, Beethoven's Ninth Symphony, for example, being
so widely known and performed that it is arguably part of contemporary Japanese
popular and mass culture. Japan has become a world leader in the mass
production of Western musical instruments and in innovative methodologies of
music education (Yamaha and Suzuki). More recently, the Japanese craze of
karaoke as a musical entertainment and as musical hardware has made an
impact on the leisure and popular culture of many countries in Asia, Europe and
the Americas. This is the first book to cover in detail all genres including court
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music, Buddhist chant, theatre music, chamber ensemble music and folk music,
as well as contemporary music and the connections between music and society
in various periods. The book is a collaborative effort, involving both Japanese
and English speaking authors, and was conceived by the editors to form a
balanced approach that comprehensively treats the full range of Japanese
musical culture.
The Routledge Handbook of Japanese Culture and Society is an interdisciplinary
resource that focuses on contemporary Japan and the social and cultural trends
that are important at the beginning of the twenty-first century. This Handbook
provides a cutting-edge and comprehensive survey of significant phenomena,
institutions, and directions in Japan today, on issues ranging from gender and
family, the environment, race and ethnicity, and urban life, to popular culture and
electronic media. Written by an international team of Japan experts, the chapters
included in the volume form an accessible and fascinating insight into Japanese
culture and society. As such, the Handbook will be an invaluable reference tool
for anyone interested in all things Japanese. Students, teachers and
professionals alike will benefit from the broad ranging discussions, useful links to
online resources and suggested reading lists. The Handbook will be of interest
across a wide range of disciplines including Japanese Studies, Cultural Studies,
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Anthropology, Sociology and Asian Studies in general.
The Routledge Handbook of Japanese Media is a comprehensive study of the
key contemporary issues and scholarly discussions around Japanese media.
Covering a wide variety of forms and types from newspapers, television and fi lm,
to music, manga and social media, this book examines the role of the media in
shaping Japanese society from the Meiji era’s intense engagement with Western
culture to our current period of rapid digital innovation. Featuring the work of an
international team of scholars, the handbook is divided into five thematic
sections: The historical background of the Japanese media from the Meiji
Restoration to the immediate postwar era. Japan’s national and political identity
imagined and negotiated through diff erent aspects of the media, including
Japan’s ‘lost decade’ of the 1990s and today’s ‘post- Fukushima’ society. The
representation of Japanese identities, including race, gender and sexuality, in
contemporary media. The role of Japanese media in everyday life. The Japanese
media in a broader global context. Taking an interdisciplinary approach, this book
will be of use to students and scholars of Japanese culture and society, Asian
media and Japanese popular culture.
Presenting new approaches and results previously inaccessible in English, the
Routledge Handbook of Japanese Sociolinguistics provides an insight into the
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language and society of contemporary Japan from a fresh perspective. While it
was once believed that Japan was a linguistically homogenous country, research
over the past two decades has shown Japan to be a multilingual and
sociolinguistically diversifying country. Building on this approach, the contributors
to this handbook take this further, combining Japanese and western approaches
alike and producing research which is relevant to twenty-first century societies.
Organised into five parts, the sections covered include: The languages and
language varieties of Japan. The multilingual ecology. Variation, style and
interaction. Language problems and language planning. Research overviews.
With contributions from across the field of Japanese sociolinguistics, this
handbook will prove very useful for students and scholars of Japanese Studies,
as well as sociolinguists more generally.
The Routledge Handbook of Contemporary Japan presents a synthesized,
interdisciplinary study of contemporary Japan based on up-to-date theoretical
models designed to provide readers with a comprehensive and full understanding
of the dynamics of contemporary Japan. In order to achieve this, the Handbook is
organized into two Parts. The first, entitled 'Foundations', clarifies the state of
contemporary Japan topic by topic by referring to the latest theoretical
developments in the relevant disciplinary fields of politics, international relations,
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economy, society, culture and the personal. Part II, entitled 'Issues', then offers a
series of concrete analyses building upon the theoretical discussions introduced
in Part I to help undergraduate and postgraduate students learn how to conduct
independent analysis by effectively utilizing theoretical discussions. Locating
Japan in a comparative and interdisciplinary perspective, this handbook is an
essential resource for any student or scholar of Japan.
This collection brings together cutting-edge work by established and emerging
scholars focusing on key societies in the East Asian region: China, Taiwan, Hong
Kong, Japan, North and South Korea, Mongolia and Vietnam. This scope
enables the collection to reflect on the nature of the transformations in
constructions of sexuality in highly developed, developing and emerging societies
and economies. Both Japan and China have established traditions of ‘sexuality’
studies reflecting longstanding indigenous understandings of sex as well as more
recent developments which interface with Euro-American medical and
psychological understandings. Authors reflect upon the complex colonial and
economic interactions and cultural flows which have affected the East Asian
region over the last two centuries. They trace local flows of ideas instead of
defaulting to Euro-American paradigms for sexuality studies. Through looking at
regional and global exchanges of ideas about sexuality, this volume adds
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considerably to our understanding of the East Asian region and contributes to
wider discussions of social transformation, modernisation and globalisation. It will
be essential reading in undergraduate and graduate programs in sexuality
studies, gender studies, women’s studies and masculinity studies, as well as in
anthropology, sociology, history, cultural studies, area studies and health
sciences.
The Routledge Handbook of Japanese Cinema provides a timely and expansive
overview of Japanese cinema today, through cutting-edge scholarship that
reflects the hybridity of approaches defining the field. The volume’s twenty-one
chapters represent work by authors with diverse backgrounds and expertise,
recasting traditional questions of authorship, genre, and industry in broad
conceptual frameworks such as gender, media theory, archive studies, and
neoliberalism. The volume is divided into four parts, each representing an
emergent area of inquiry: "Decentring Classical Cinema" "Questions of Industry"
"Intermedia as an Approach" "The Object Life of Film" This is the first anthology
of Japanese cinema scholarship to span the temporal framework of 200 years,
from the vibrant magic lantern culture of the nineteenth century, through to the
formation of the film industry in the twentieth century, and culminating in
cinema’s migration to gaming, surveillance video, and other new media
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platforms of the twenty-first century. This handbook will prove a useful resource
to students and scholars of Japanese studies, film studies, and cultural studies
more broadly.
The Routledge Handbook of Shakespeare and Global Appropriation brings
together a variety of different voices to examine the ways that Shakespeare has
been adapted and appropriated onto stage, screen, page, and a variety of digital
formats. The thirty-nine chapters address topics such as trans- and intermedia
performances; Shakespearean utopias and dystopias; the ethics of appropriation;
and Shakespeare and global justice as guidance on how to approach the
teaching of these topics. This collection brings into dialogue three very
contemporary and relevant areas: the work of women and minority scholars;
scholarship from developing countries; and innovative media renderings of
Shakespeare. Each essay is clearly and accessibly written, but also draws on
cutting edge research and theory. It includes two alternative table of contents,
offering different pathways through the book – one regional, the other by medium
– which open the book up to both teaching and research. Offering an overview
and history of Shakespearean appropriations, as well as discussing
contemporary issues and debates in the field, this book is the ultimate guide to
this vibrant topic. It will be of use to anyone researching or studying
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Shakespeare, adaptation, and global appropriation.
This book provides an overview of religion in Japan, from ancient times to the
present. It also emphasizes the cultural and attitudinal manifestations of religion
in Japan, withough neglecting dates and places.
The Routledge Handbook of Chinese Culture and Society is an interdisciplinary
resource that offers a comprehensive overview of contemporary Chinese social
and cultural issues in the twenty-first century. Bringing together experts in their
respective fields, this cutting-edge survey of the significant phenomena and
directions in China today covers a range of issues including the following: State,
privatisation and civil society Family and education Urban and rural life Gender,
and sexuality and reproduction Popular culture and the media Religion and
ethnicity Forming an accessible and fascinating insight into Chinese culture and
society, this handbook will be invaluable to students and scholars across a range
of disciplines, including anthropology, sociology, area studies, history, politics
and cultural and media studies.
Scholarship on premodern Japan has grown spectacularly over the past four
decades, in terms of both sophistication and volume. A new approach has
developed, marked by a higher reliance on primary documents, a shift away from
the history of elites to broader explorations of social structures, and a rePage 19/32
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examination of many key assumptions. As a result, the picture of the early
Japanese past now taught by specialists differs radically from the one that was
current in the mid-twentieth century. This handbook offers a comprehensive
historiographical review of Japanese history up until the 1500s. Featuring
chapters by leading historians and covering the early J?mon, Yayoi, Kofun, Nara,
and Heian eras, as well as the later medieval periods, each section provides a
foundational grasp of the major themes in premodern Japan. The sections will
include: Geography and the environment Political events and institutions Society
and culture Economy and technology The Routledge Handbook of Premodern
Japanese History is an essential reference work for students and scholars of
Japanese, Asian, and World History.
This Companion is a comprehensive examination of the varied ways in which
gender issues manifest throughout culture in Japan, using a range of
international perspectives to examine private and public constructions of identity,
as well as gender- and sexuality-inflected cultural production. The Routledge
Companion to Gender and Japanese Culture features both new work and
updated accounts of classic scholarship, providing a go-to reference work for
contemporary scholarship on gender in Japanese culture. The volume is
interdisciplinary in scope, with chapters drawing from a range of perspectives,
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fields, and disciplines, including anthropology, art history, history, law, linguistics,
literature, media and cultural studies, politics, and sociology. This reflects the
fundamentally interdisciplinary nature of the dual focal points of this
volume—gender and culture—and the ways in which these themes infuse a range
of disciplines and subfields. In this volume, Jennifer Coates, Lucy Fraser, and
Mark Pendleton have brought together an essential guide to experiences of
gender in Japanese culture today—perfect for students, scholars, and anyone else
interested in Japan, culture, gender studies, and beyond.
NihonGO NOW! Level 2 is an intermediate-level courseware package that takes
a performed-culture approach to learning Japanese. This approach balances the
need for an intellectual understanding of structural elements with multiple
opportunities to experience the language within its cultural context. From the
outset, learners are presented with samples of authentic language that are
context-sensitive and culturally coherent. Instructional time is used primarily to
rehearse interactions that learners of Japanese are likely to encounter in the
future, whether they involve speaking, listening, writing, or reading. Level 2
comprises two textbooks with accompanying activity books. These four books in
combination with audio and video files allow instructors to adapt an intermediatelevel course, such as the second or third year of college Japanese, to their
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students’ needs. They focus on language and modeled behavior, providing
opportunities for learners to acquire language through performance templates.
Online resources provide additional support for both students and instructors.
Audio files, videos, supplementary exercises, and a teachers’ manual are
available at www.routledge.com/9781138305304. NihonGO NOW! Level 2
Volume 2 Textbook is ideally accompanied by the Level 2 Volume 2 Activity
Book.
The Routledge Handbook of Modern Japanese History is a concise overview of
modern Japanese history from the middle of the nineteenth century until the end
of the twentieth century. Written by a group of international historians, each an
authority in his or her field, the book covers modern Japanese history in an
accessible yet comprehensive manner. The subjects featured in the book range
from the development of the political system and matters of international
relations, to social and economic history and gender issues, to post-war
discussions about modern Japan’s historical trajectory and its wartime past.
Divided into thematic parts, the sections include: Nation, empire and borders
Ideologies and the political system Economy and society Historical legacies and
memory Each chapter outlines important historiographical debates and
controversies, summarizes the latest developments in the field, and identifies
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research topics that have not yet received sufficient scholarly attention. As such,
the book will be useful to students and scholars of Japanese history, Asian
history and Asian Studies.
andbook to Life in Medieval and Early Modern Japan spans the beginning of the
Kamakura period in 1185 through the end of the Edo (Tokugawa) period in 1868.
The medieval and early modern eras in Japan were largely shaped by the rise of
the warrior class. After 1603, with the founding of the Tokugawa shogunate,
Japanese culture changed dramatically, but as cities grew and merchants
thrived, the warrior class became less dominant. By the end of the Edo period,
Japan's insular feudal society and military government became irrelevant in an
increasingly consumer-oriented economy and thriving urban culture. The
contribution of military rulers, celebrated warriors, and cultural innovators to
medieval and early modern Japanese culture are well documented. However, life
at the village level also had a strong impact on the culture. Covering both levels
of society, this comprehensive guide provides insightful information on wellknown people and peasants, artisans, shopkeepers, and others outside the
periphery of power. Handbook to Life in Medieval and Early Modern Japan
introduces the reader to the significant people and events-cultural, social,
political, and historical-and the everyday experiences and elements of material
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culture during this time. Organized thematically, the text covers: History; Land,
Environment, and Population; Government; Society and Economy; Warriors and
Warfare; Religion; Philosophy, Education, and Science; Language and Literature;
Performing Arts; Art and Architecture; Travel and Communication; Daily Life.
Each chapter includes an extensive bibliography, and photographs and maps
complement the text. Handbook to Life in Medieval and Early Modern Japan
provides all the essential information for anyone interested in Japanese history,
society, or culture.
Human Resource Management (HRM) is fundamentally shaped by institutional
and cultural factors, such as the different political environments and social
philosophies of particular countries and regions. By examining the various
organizational aspects of business life and systems of people management in
Asia, the study of HRM across the continent can, therefore, give us a greater
understanding of Asian societies, as well as the contemporary world of work
more generally. This handbook provides an up-to-date and intellectually
engaging overview of HRM in the Asian context. Distinctive in its comprehensive
coverage of traditional as well as emerging topics of HRM, it analyzes important
themes, such as the regulatory framework for work and employment, religiosity,
family business, and gender. Using a comparative approach, it also effectively
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highlights the unique features of each country’s attitudes towards HRM.
Covering a range of themes and case studies, sections include: • Institutional
and cultural contexts, • Labour regulation and industrial relations, • Thematic and
functional HRM, • HRM in selected Asian countries, such as China, Japan,
Vietnam, India, and Singapore. Written in a highly accessible style, this book will
be useful to students and scholars of Human Resource Management, Asian
Business, Economics, and Sociology.
Today’s convergent media environment offers unprecedented opportunities for
sourcing and disseminating previously obscure popular culture material from
Japan. However, this presents concerns regarding copyright, ratings and
exposure to potentially illegal content which are serious problems for those
teaching and researching about Japan. Despite young people’s enthusiasm for
Japanese popular culture, these concerns spark debate about whether it can be
judged harmful for youth audiences and could therefore herald the end of ‘cool
Japan’. This collection brings together Japan specialists in order to identify key
challenges in using Japanese popular culture materials in research and teaching.
It addresses issues such as the availability of unofficially translated and
distributed Japanese material; the emphasis on adult-themes, violence, sexual
scenes and under-age characters; and the discrepancies in legislation and
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ratings systems across the world. Considering how these issues affect
researchers, teachers, students and fans in the US, Canada, Australia, China,
Japan and elsewhere in Asia, the contributors discuss the different ways in which
academic and fan practices are challenged by local regulations. Illustrating from
personal experience the sometimes fraught nature of teaching about ‘cool
Japan’, they suggest ways in which Japanese Studies as a discipline needs to
develop clearer guidelines for teaching and research, especially for new scholars
entering the field. As the first collection to identify some of the real problems
faced by teachers and researchers of Japanese popular culture as well as the
students over whom they have a duty of care, this book will be of great interest to
students and scholars of Japanese Studies and Cultural Studies.
Recent years have witnessed the remarkable development of the cultural and
creative industries (CCIs) in Asia, from the global popularity of the Japanese
games and anime industries, to Korea’s film and pop music successes. While
CCIs in these Asian cultural powerhouses aspire to become key players in the
global cultural economy, Southeast Asian countries such as Malaysia and
Thailand are eager to make a strong mark in the region’s cultural landscape. As
the first handbook on CCIs in Asia, this book provides readers with a
contextualized understanding of the conditions and operation of Asian CCIs. Both
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internationalising and de-Westernising our knowledge of CCIs, it offers a
comprehensive contribution to the field from academics, practitioners and
activists alike. Covering 12 different societies in Asia from Japan and China to
Thailand, Indonesia and India, the themes include: State policy in shaping CCIs
Cultural production inside and outside of institutional frameworks Circulation of
CCIs products and consumer culture Cultural activism and independent culture
Cultural heritage as an industry. Presenting a detailed set of case studies, this
book will be an essential companion for researchers and students in the field of
cultural policy, cultural and creative industries, media and cultural studies, and
Asian studies in general.
The Routledge Handbook of Japanese Politics is an advanced level reference
guide which surveys the current state of Japanese Politics, featuring both
traditional topics and cutting edge research.
From a nuclear North Korea and territorial disputes in the East China Sea, to global
climate change and Asia-Pacific free trade agreements, Japan is at the center of some
of the most challenging issues that the world faces today. Taking an interdisciplinary
approach, comprising contributions from the fields of politics, sociology, history, and
gender studies, this handbook creates a comprehensive and innovative overview of the
field, investigating the widening variety of interests, sometimes competing, that
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constitute Japanese foreign policy. Organized topically, it is divided into sections,
including: • Japan’s evolving foreign policy landscape • Global environmental and
sustainable development • International and national security • International political
economy • International norms and civil society. Providing an evaluation of the key
actors, institutions, and networks influencing Japanese foreign policy, the Routledge
Handbook of Japanese Foreign Policy is an essential resource for students and
scholars of Japanese and Asian Politics, International Relations, and Foreign Policy.
This book outlines the particulars of Japanese management and how modern Japanese
management employs many practices which are very successful and worth adopting.
The main objective of this book is to illustrate the many teachings that Japanese
management practice can offer the rest of the world. The book thus targets managers
who deal with Japanese business partners, or work in Japan, students of Japanese
Studies, Asian Studies or International Business.
In the last few decades, Japanese popular culture productions have been consolidated
as one of the most influential and profitable global industries. As a creative industry,
Japanese Media-Mixes generate multimillion-dollar revenues, being a product of
international synergies and the natural appeal of the characters and stories. The
transnationalization of investment capital, diversification of themes and (sub)genres,
underlying threat in the proliferation of illegal audiences, development of internet
streaming technologies, and other new transformations in media-mix-based production
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models make the study of these products even more relevant today. In this way, manga
(Japanese comics), anime (Japanese animation), and video games are not necessarily
products designed for the national market. More than ever, it is necessary to reconcile
national and transnational positions for the study of this cultural production. The present
volume includes contributions aligned to the analysis of Japanese popular culture flow
from many perspectives (cultural studies, film, comic studies, sociology, etc.), although
we have emphasized the relationships between manga, anime, and international
audiences. The selected works include the following topics: • Studies on
audiences—national and transnational case studies; • Fandom production and Otaku
culture; • Cross-media and transmedia perspectives; • Theoretical perspectives on
manga, anime, and media-mixes.
Investigating key features of contemporary Egypt, this volume includes Egypt’s modern
history, politics, economics, the legal system, environment, and its media and modes of
cultural expression. It examines Egypt’s capacities to meet developmental challenges,
ranging from responding to globalization and regional competition to generating
sufficient economic growth and political inclusion to accommodate the interests and
demands of a rapidly growing population. The macrohistory of Egypt is complemented
by the microhistories of specific institutions and processes that constitute separate
sections in this handbook. The chapters revolve around political economy: it is shaped
by the people and their abilities, political and legal institutions, organization of the
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economy, natural and built environments, and culture and communication. Politics has
been overwhelmingly authoritarian and coercive since the military seized power in
1952; consequently, the contributions address both the causes and consequences of
unbalanced civil–military relations, military rule, and persisting authoritarianism in the
political society. This multidisciplinary handbook serves a dual purpose of introducing
readers to Egypt’s history and contemporary political economy and as a
comprehensive key resource for postgraduate students and academics interested in
modern Egypt.
This encyclopedia covers culture from the end of the Imperialist period in 1945 right up
to date to reflect the vibrant nature of contemporary Japanese society and culture.
Cultural policy intersects with political, economic, and socio-cultural dynamics at all
levels of society, placing high and often contradictory expectations on the capabilities
and capacities of the media, the fine, performing, and folk arts, and cultural heritage.
These expectations are articulated, mobilised and contested at – and across – a global
scale. As a result, the study of cultural policy has firmly established itself as a field that
cuts across a range of academic disciplines, including sociology, cultural and media
studies, economics, anthropology, area studies, languages, geography, and law. This
Routledge Handbook of Global Cultural Policy sets out to broaden the field’s
consideration to recognise the necessity for international and global perspectives. The
book explores how cultural policy has become a global phenomenon. It brings together
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a diverse range of researchers whose work reveals how cultural policy expresses and
realises common global concerns, dominant narratives, and geopolitical economic and
social inequalities. The sections of the book address cultural policy’s relation to core
academic disciplines and core questions, of regulations, rights, development, practice,
and global issues. With a cross-section of country-by-country case studies, this
comprehensive volume is a map for academics and students seeking to become more
globally orientated cultural policy scholars.
This book is about language and the city. Pennycook and Otsuji introduce the notion of
‘metrolingualism’, showing how language and the city are deeply involved in a
perpetual exchange between people, history, migration, architecture, urban landscapes
and linguistic resources. Cities and languages are in constant change, as new speakers
with new repertoires come into contact as a result of globalization and the increased
mobility of people and languages. Metrolingualism sheds light on the ordinariness of
linguistic diversity as people go about their daily lives, getting things done, eating and
drinking, buying and selling, talking and joking, drawing on whatever linguistic
resources are available. Engaging with current debates about multilingualism, and
developing a new way of thinking about language, the authors explore language within
a number of contemporary urban situations, including cafés, restaurants, shops,
streets, construction sites and other places of work, in two diverse cities, Sydney and
Tokyo. This is an invaluable look at how people of different backgrounds get by
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linguistically. Metrolingualism: Language in the city will be of special interest to
advanced undergraduate/postgraduate students and researchers of sociolinguistics and
applied linguistics.
The Routledge Handbook of Japanese Business and Management provides a
comprehensive overview of management and business processes and practices in
Japanese companies. The contributors combine theoretical findings and research
results with a practical and contemporary view on how corporations and firms are
managed in Japan. The handbook is divided into eight sections covering: historical
perspectives on Japanese management; structure and theory of the Japanese firm; the
corporate environment in Japan; the Japanese work environment; the Japanese
market; manufacturing and logistics; interaction and communication; the future of
Japanese management. This book is an essential reference resource for students and
scholars working on Japanese companies, the Japanese market-place, Japanese
consumers, or management processes in the Japanese firm. The book also provides
an interesting and informative read for managers who need to deepen their knowledge
on Japanese business processes.
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