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The first book of its kind, Sociology and the New Materialism explores the many and varied applications of “new materialism,” a
key emerging trend in 21st century thought, to the practice of doing sociology. Offering a clear exposition of new materialist theory
and using sociological examples throughout to enable the reader to develop a materialist sociological understanding, the book:
Outlines the fundamental precepts of new materialism Explores how materialism provides new perspectives on the range of
sociological topic areas Explains how materialist approaches can be used to research sociological issues and also to engage with
social issues. Sociology and the New Materialism is a clear and authoritative one-stop guide for advanced undergraduates and
postgraduates in sociology, cultural studies, social policy and related disciplines.
Michel Houellebecq is France’s most famous and controversial living novelist. Since his first novel in 1994, Houellebecq’s work
has been called pornographic, racist, sexist, Islamophobic, and vulgar. His caricature appeared on the cover of the French satirical
weekly Charlie Hebdo on January 7, 2015, the day that Islamist militants killed twelve people in an attack on their offices and also
the day that his most recent novel, Soumission—the story of France in 2022 under a Muslim president—appeared in bookstores.
Without God uses religion as a lens to examine how Houellebecq gives voice to the underside of the progressive ethos that has
animated French and Western social, political, and religious thought since the 1960s. Focusing on Houellebecq’s complicated
relationship with religion, Louis Betty shows that the novelist, who is at best agnostic, “is a deeply and unavoidably religious
writer.” In exploring the religious, theological, and philosophical aspects of Houellebecq’s work, Betty situates the author within
the broader context of a French and Anglo-American history of ideas—ideas such as utopian socialism, the sociology of
secularization, and quantum physics. Materialism, Betty contends, is the true destroyer of human intimacy and spirituality in
Houellebecq’s work; the prevailing worldview it conveys is one of nihilism and hedonism in a postmodern, post-Christian Europe.
In Betty’s analysis, “materialist horror” emerges as a philosophical and aesthetic concept that describes and amplifies
contemporary moral and social decadence in Houellebecq’s fiction.
Reissued on the tenth anniversary of its publication, this classic work on our environmental crisis features a new introduction by
the author, reviewing both the progress and ground lost in the fight to save the earth. This impassioned plea for radical and life-
renewing change is today still considered a groundbreaking work in environmental studies. McKibben's argument that the survival
of the globe is dependent on a fundamental, philosophical shift in the way we relate to nature is more relevant than ever.
McKibben writes of our earth's environmental cataclysm, addressing such core issues as the greenhouse effect, acid rain, and the
depletion of the ozone layer. His new introduction addresses some of the latest environmental issues that have risen during the
1990s. The book also includes an invaluable new appendix of facts and figures that surveys the progress of the environmental
movement. More than simply a handbook for survival or a doomsday catalog of scientific prediction, this classic, soulful lament on
Nature is required reading for nature enthusiasts, activists, and concerned citizens alike.
In Ernst Bloch’s Speculative Materialism: Ontology, Epistemology, Politics, Cat Moir offers a new interpretation of the philosophy
of Ernst Bloch. Moir challenges perceptions of Bloch as a naïve utopian thinker via a close contextualised reading of his
speculative materialism.
Nietzsche and Freud saw Christianity as metaphysical escapism, with Nietzsche calling the religion a “Platonism for the masses”
and faulting Paul the apostle for negating more immanent, material modes of thought and political solidarity. Integrating this debate
with the philosophies of difference espoused by Gilles Deleuze, Michel Foucault, Jacques Derrida, Jacques Lacan, and Pier Paolo
Pasolini, Ward Blanton argues that genealogical interventions into the political economies of Western cultural memory do not go
far enough in relation to the imagined founder of Christianity. Blanton challenges the idea of Paulinism as a pop Platonic worldview
or form of social control. He unearths in Pauline legacies otherwise repressed resources for new materialist spiritualities and new
forms of radical political solidarity, liberating “religion” from inherited interpretive assumptions so philosophical thought can
manifest in risky, radical freedom.
A scientific, philosophical, and spiritual overview in three volumes of the relationship between science and spirituality,
neuroscience and the mystery of consciousness, mind and the nature of reality, evolution and the purpose and meaning of life and
the universe. A plaidoyer for a science that goes beyond the curve of reason and embraces a new synthesis of knowledge. The
overcoming of the limitations of the intellect into an extended vision of ourselves and Nature. A critique of physicalism, the still-
dominant doctrine that believes that all reality can be reduced to matter and the laws of physics alone. A review and reassessment
of the old and new philosophical and metaphysical ideas which attempts to bring closer Western and Eastern traditions where
science, philosophy, consciousness, Spirit, and Nature are united in a grand vision that goes beyond the limited conventional
scientific and philosophical paradigm. An answer to the questions of purpose and meaning and the future evolution of humankind
beyond a conception that posits a priori a purposeless and meaningless universe. A report of the new scientific discoveries and, at
the same time, an essay on ancient as modern philosophical conceptions, from the One of Plotinus, the God of Spinoza until the
recent revival of panpsychism or the universal consciousness. A new look from the perspective of philosophical idealism into the
weird world of quantum physics and an invitation to look beyond and towards new ways of seeing that might help us to transcend
our present narrow understanding, expanding it into an integral evolutionary cosmology. Not just a philosophical and metaphysical
meditation but, rather, an appeal to work towards a change of consciousness, a widening of our perspective towards a new way of
seeing beyond a purely mechanistic worldview to avoid a social, environmental, and economic collapse. Humans are transitional
beings that will have to make a choice: relapse into a pre-rational state or evolve towards a new species supported by an ideal of
human unity in diversity as the expression of a spiritual evolutionary process, the call of the Spirit on Nature. Volume I will address
the following questions. Is consciousness reducible? What is the difference between mind and consciousness, if any? What is the
hard problem of consciousness? What is the difference between the subconscious, subliminal and unconscious? Do we have free
will? Is mind computational? Do plants and even unicellular organism have some 'basal cognition'? These and other questions will
be discussed from the standpoint of the new findings of neurosciences, consciousness studies and the philosophy of mind. An
analysis which will clarify the limits of reason and materialism, its logical fallacies and false premises and the dead-end of modern
'neurocentrism'. This will set the basis allowing us to consider in the next volumes of this series consciousness, science and
spirituality from the perspective of the past and modern Western philosophy first, and then indicate us a new way of seeing the
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world which could potentially lead us to a new science. A synthesis of knowledge will be achieved in the last volume where we will
include the Eastern wisdom in form of a 'spiritual emergentism', with a special emphasis on the evolutionary cosmology of the
Indian seer Sri Aurobindo.
In Vibrant Matter the political theorist Jane Bennett, renowned for her work on nature, ethics, and affect, shifts her focus from the
human experience of things to things themselves. Bennett argues that political theory needs to do a better job of recognizing the
active participation of nonhuman forces in events. Toward that end, she theorizes a “vital materiality” that runs through and across
bodies, both human and nonhuman. Bennett explores how political analyses of public events might change were we to
acknowledge that agency always emerges as the effect of ad hoc configurations of human and nonhuman forces. She suggests
that recognizing that agency is distributed this way, and is not solely the province of humans, might spur the cultivation of a more
responsible, ecologically sound politics: a politics less devoted to blaming and condemning individuals than to discerning the web
of forces affecting situations and events. Bennett examines the political and theoretical implications of vital materialism through
extended discussions of commonplace things and physical phenomena including stem cells, fish oils, electricity, metal, and trash.
She reflects on the vital power of material formations such as landfills, which generate lively streams of chemicals, and omega-3
fatty acids, which can transform brain chemistry and mood. Along the way, she engages with the concepts and claims of Spinoza,
Nietzsche, Thoreau, Darwin, Adorno, and Deleuze, disclosing a long history of thinking about vibrant matter in Western
philosophy, including attempts by Kant, Bergson, and the embryologist Hans Driesch to name the “vital force” inherent in material
forms. Bennett concludes by sketching the contours of a “green materialist” ecophilosophy.
Includes bibliographical references (p. 118-119) and index.
Twenty-three philosophers examine the doctrine of materialism find it wanting. The case against materialism comprises arguments from
conscious experience, from the unity and identity of the person, from intentionality, mental causation, and knowledge. The contributors
include leaders in the fields of philosophy of mind, metaphysics, ontology, and epistemology, who respond ably to the most recent versions
and defences of materialism. The modal arguments of Kripke and Chalmers, Jackson’s knowledge argument, Kim’s exclusion problem, and
Burge’s anti-individualism all play a part in the building of a powerful cumulative case against the materialist research program. Several
papers address the implications of contemporary brain and cognitive research (the psychophysics of color perception, blindsight, and the
effects of commissurotomies), adding a posteriori arguments to the classical a priori critique of reductionism. All of the current versions of
materialism — reductive and non-reductive, functionalist, eliminativist, and new wave materialism — come under sustained and trenchant
attack. In addition, a wide variety of alternatives to the materialist conception of the person receive new and illuminating attention, including
anti-materialist versions of naturalism, property dualism, Aristotelian and Thomistic hylomorphism, and non-Cartesian accounts of substance
dualism.
The End of MaterialismHow Evidence of the Paranormal is Bringing Science and Spirit TogetherNew Harbinger Publications
Histories of German philosophy in the nineteenth century typically focus on its first half—when Hegel, idealism, and Romanticism dominated.
By contrast, the remainder of the century, after Hegel's death, has been relatively neglected because it has been seen as a period of
stagnation and decline. But Frederick Beiser argues that the second half of the century was in fact one of the most revolutionary periods in
modern philosophy because the nature of philosophy itself was up for grabs and the very absence of certainty led to creativity and the start of
a new era. In this innovative concise history of German philosophy from 1840 to 1900, Beiser focuses not on themes or individual thinkers but
rather on the period’s five great debates: the identity crisis of philosophy, the materialism controversy, the methods and limits of history, the
pessimism controversy, and the Ignorabimusstreit. Schopenhauer and Wilhelm Dilthey play important roles in these controversies but so do
many neglected figures, including Ludwig Büchner, Eugen Dühring, Eduard von Hartmann, Julius Fraunstaedt, Hermann Lotze, Adolf
Trendelenburg, and two women, Agnes Taubert and Olga Pluemacher, who have been completely forgotten in histories of philosophy. The
result is a wide-ranging, original, and surprising new account of German philosophy in the critical period between Hegel and the twentieth
century.
G. I. Gurdjieff taught that we are not really awake, but are entranced automatons, controlled by mechanical habits of thought, perception and
behavior. Tart clearly presents the evidence for how deeply asleep we are and its consequences, and then describes methods for becoming
more awake, less asleep, more spiritual, less mechanical, allowing us to realize our full potential. Problems with spiritual teachers and groups
along the way are sensitively analyzed and ways given to avoid them, so we can become more intelligent and compassionate, rather than
members of some cult.
Building on the groundbreaking research of Irreducible Mind and Beyond Physicalism, Edward Kelly and Paul Marshall gather a cohort of
leading scholars to address the most recent advances in the psychology of consciousness. Currently emerging as a middle ground between
warring fundamentalisms of religion and science, an expanded science-based understanding of nature finally accommodates empirical
realities of spiritual sorts while also rejecting rationally untenable overbeliefs. The vision sketched here provides an antidote to the prevailing
postmodern disenchantment of the world and demeaning of human possibilities. It not only more accurately and fully reflects our human
condition but engenders hope and encourages ego-surpassing forms of human flourishing. It offers reasons for us to believe that freedom is
real, that our human choices matter, and that we have barely scratched the surface of our human potentials. It also addresses the urgent
need for a greater sense of worldwide community and interdependence - a sustainable ethos - by demonstrating that under the surface we
and the world are much more extensively interconnected than previously recognized.
Consciousness creates all material reality. Biological processes do not create consciousness. This conceptual breakthrough turns traditional
scientific thinking upside down. In An End to Upside Down Thinking, Mark Gober traces his journey - he explores compelling scientific
evidence from a diverse set of disciplines, ranging from psychic phenomena, to near-death experiences, to quantum physics. With cutting-
edge thinkers like two-time Nobel Peace Prize nominee Dr. Ervin Laszlo, Chief Scientist at the Institute of Noetic Sciences Dr. Dean Radin,
and New York Times bestselling author Larry Dossey, MD supporting this thesis, this book will rock the scientific community and mainstream
generalists interested in understanding the true nature of reality. Today's disarray around the globe can be linked, at its core, to a
fundamental misunderstanding of our reality. This book aims to shift our collective outlook, reshaping our view of human potential and how
we treat one another. The book's implications encourage much-needed revisions in science, technology, and medicine. General readers will
find comfort in the implied worldview, which will impact their happiness and everyday decisions related to business, health and politics.
Stephen Hawking's A Brief History of Time meets Eckhart Tolle's The Power of Now.
The author reconciles the scientific and spiritual worlds by looking at empirical evidence for the existence of paranormal phenomena that
points toward our spiritual nature, including telepathy, clairvoyance, precognition, psychokinesis, and psychic healing.
The modern materialist approach to life has conspicuously failed to explain such central mind-related features of our world as consciousness,
intentionality, meaning, and value. This failure to account for something so integral to nature as mind, argues philosopher Thomas Nagel, is a
major problem, threatening to unravel the entire naturalistic world picture, extending to biology, evolutionary theory, and cosmology. Since
minds are features of biological systems that have developed through evolution, the standard materialist version of evolutionary biology is
fundamentally incomplete. And the cosmological history that led to the origin of life and the coming into existence of the conditions for
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evolution cannot be a merely materialist history, either. An adequate conception of nature would have to explain the appearance in the
universe of materially irreducible conscious minds, as such. Nagel's skepticism is not based on religious belief or on a belief in any definite
alternative. InMind and Cosmos, he does suggest that if the materialist account is wrong, then principles of a different kind may also be at
work in the history of nature, principles of the growth of order that are in their logical form teleological rather than mechanistic. In spite of the
great achievements of the physical sciences, reductive materialism is a world view ripe for displacement. Nagel shows that to recognize its
limits is the first step in looking for alternatives, or at least in being open to their possibility.
On the basis of a reconstruction of legal theory in the tradition of Marx, which has been more or less silenced since the end of the
1970s, Subjectivation and Cohesion develops a critical counter-pole to the dominant approaches to law in contemporary social
theory.
“Philip Comella, takes a fresh and bold look at the debate between science and religion—and attempts to go farther than any other
book to unite them. For years, we have been led to believe that the universe traces its roots back to the Big Bang, a cataclysmic
explosion of ethereal energy that resulted in the formation of the planets, stars, and everything in-between. Suppose, though, that
the cosmos wasn’t, in fact, borne of a random eruption—but rather stems from the ever-evolving imagination of a multi-dimensional
dreaming mind? Such a drastically different perspective would no doubt change the way we see not only ourselves, but also our
place in the infinite realm of the universe. Such is the central premise of The Collapse of Materialism . Probing, well written, and
thoroughly researched, Comella’s insightful volume serves as a treatise on the popular misconceptions that the world of science
would lead us to believe about the origins—and subsequent development— of the universe. Comella paints the compelling picture of
life as a purposeful, directed means to an end. Bolstered by a wide range of enlightening sources, including religion, eastern
philosophy—and science itself—this book breaks important ground regarding the limited purview of life as we’ve come to know it,
encouraging readers to explore the unfettered depths of a new vision of universal purpose.” —Dominique Sessons, Apex Reviews
A study of how materialism and consumerism undermine our quality of life. In The High Price of Materialism, Tim Kasser offers a
scientific explanation of how our contemporary culture of consumerism and materialism affects our everyday happiness and
psychological health. Other writers have shown that once we have sufficient food, shelter, and clothing, further material gains do
little to improve our well-being. Kasser goes beyond these findings to investigate how people's materialistic desires relate to their
well-being. He shows that people whose values center on the accumulation of wealth or material possessions face a greater risk of
unhappiness, including anxiety, depression, low self-esteem, and problems with intimacy—regardless of age, income, or culture.
Drawing on a decade's worth of empirical data, Kasser examines what happens when we organize our lives around materialistic
pursuits. He looks at the effects on our internal experience and interpersonal relationships, as well as on our communities and the
world at large. He shows that materialistic values actually undermine our well-being, as they perpetuate feelings of insecurity,
weaken the ties that bind us, and make us feel less free. Kasser not only defines the problem but proposes ways we can change
ourselves, our families, and society to become less materialistic.
Ideal for scientifically minded individuals curious about life's spiritual side as well as spiritually inclined people seeking to back up
their beliefs, this book offers evidence for the existence of telepathy, precognition, and psychic healing.
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER When and how did the universe begin? Why are we here? What is the nature of reality? Is
the apparent “grand design” of our universe evidence of a benevolent creator who set things in motion—or does science offer
another explanation? In this startling and lavishly illustrated book, Stephen Hawking and Leonard Mlodinow present the most
recent scientific thinking about these and other abiding mysteries of the universe, in nontechnical language marked by brilliance
and simplicity. According to quantum theory, the cosmos does not have just a single existence or history. The authors explain that
we ourselves are the product of quantum fluctuations in the early universe, and show how quantum theory predicts the
“multiverse”—the idea that ours is just one of many universes that appeared spontaneously out of nothing, each with different laws
of nature. They conclude with a riveting assessment of M-theory, an explanation of the laws governing our universe that is
currently the only viable candidate for a “theory of everything”: the unified theory that Einstein was looking for, which, if confirmed,
would represent the ultimate triumph of human reason.
The Great Gatsby (1925) is a novel by F. Scott Fitzgerald. Published at the height of Fitzgerald’s career as a leading writer of
American fiction, The Great Gatsby was reviewed poorly by contemporary critics, but has since been recognized as a
groundbreaking work for its vision of American decadence and decay. Adapted into several influential films and adored by
generations of readers and writers, The Great Gatsby is not only Fitzgerald’s crowning achievement, but one of the finest novels
ever written. Nick Carraway is a young veteran and Yale graduate who moves to New York in search of work. He rents a bungalow
on Long Island next door to the extravagant mansion of Jay Gatsby, a magnanimous millionaire with a mysterious past. There, he
reconnects with his distant cousin Daisy and her husband Tom Buchanan, a flagrant philanderer who brings Nick to the city in
order to spend time with Myrtle, his impoverished mistress. Soon, he receives an invitation to a party at the Gatsby mansion,
where he gets terribly drunk and meets his neighbor, who swears they served together in the Great War. As time goes by, the two
begin a tenuous friendship bolstered by stories of the war and a mutual fondness for alcohol. When Nick discovers that Gatsby
and Daisy have a complicated history with one another, he starts to question not only the nature of his neighbor’s kindness, but
his own desire to make it big in New York. The Great Gatsby is a tragic tale of ambition and romance set in the Roaring Twenties,
a decade born from war and lost to economic disaster. With a beautifully designed cover and professionally typeset manuscript,
this new edition of F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby is a classic work of American literature reimagined for modern readers.
In Agents Under Fire, Menuge defends a robust notion of agency and intentionaility against eliminative and naturalistic
alternatives, showing the interconnections between the philosophy of mind, theology, and Intelligent Design.
The present framing of the cultural debate in terms of materialism versus religion has allowed materialism to go unchallenged as
the only rationally-viable metaphysics. This book seeks to change this. It uncovers the absurd implications of materialism and then,
uniquely, presents a hard-nosed non-materialist metaphysics substantiated by skepticism, hard empirical evidence, and clear
logical argumentation. It lays out a coherent framework upon which one can interpret and make sense of every natural
phenomenon and physical law, as well as the modalities of human consciousness, without materialist assumptions. According to
this framework, the brain is merely the image of a self-localization process of mind, analogously to how a whirlpool is the image of
a self-localization process of water. The brain doesn't generate mind in the same way that a whirlpool doesn't generate water. It is
the brain that is in mind, not mind in the brain. Physical death is merely a de-clenching of awareness. The book closes with a
series of educated speculations regarding the afterlife, psychic phenomena, and other related subjects.
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What are we to make of Jacques Derrida’s famous claim that “every other is every other,” if the other could also be an object, a
stone or an elementary particle? Derrida’s philosophy is relevant not just for human ethical language and animality, but to
profound developments in the physical and natural sciences, as well as ecology. Derrida After the End of Writing argues for the
importance of reading Derrida’s later work from a new materialist perspective. In conversation with Heidegger, Lacan, and
Deleuze, and critically engaging newer philosophies of speculative realism and object-oriented ontology, Crockett claims that
Derrida was never a linguistic idealist. Furthermore, something changes in his later philosophy something that cannot be simply
described as a “turn.” In Catherine Malabou’s terms, there is a shift from a motor scheme of writing to a motor scheme of
plasticity. Crockett explores some of the implications of interpreting Derrida through the new materialist lens of technicity or
plasticity, attending to the significance of ethics, religion, and politics in his later work. By reading Derrida from a new materialist
perspective, Crockett provides fresh readings of his ideas of sovereignty, religion, responsibility, and mourning. These new
readings produce fruitful engagements with the thinkers who have followed Derrida, including Malabou, Timothy Morton, John D.
Caputo, and Karen Barad. Here is a new reading of Derrida that moves beyond conventional understandings of poststructuralism
and deconstruction, a reading that is responsive to and critical of some of the crucial developments shaping the humanities today.
Many consider the nature of human consciousness to be one of the last great unsolved mysteries. Why should the light turn on, so
to speak, in human beings at all? And how is the electrical storm of neurons under our skull connected with our consciousness? Is
the self only our brain's user interface, a kind of stage on which a show is performed that we cannot freely direct? In this book,
philosopher Markus Gabriel challenges an increasing trend in the sciences towards neurocentrism, a notion which rests on the
assumption that the self is identical to the brain. Gabriel raises serious doubts as to whether we can know ourselves in this way. In
a sharp critique of this approach, he presents a new defense of the free will and provides a timely introduction to philosophical
thought about the self – all with verve, humor, and surprising insights. Gabriel criticizes the scientific image of the world and takes
us on an eclectic journey of self-reflection by way of such concepts as self, consciousness, and freedom, with the aid of Kant,
Schopenhauer, and Nagel but also Dr. Who, The Walking Dead, and Fargo.
The relation between subjective consciousness and the physical brain is widely regarded as the last mystery facing science. This
book argues that there is no real puzzle here. Consciousness seems mysterious, not because of any hidden essence, but only
because we think about it in a special way. David Papineau exposes the resulting potential for confusion, and shows that much
scientific study of consciousness is misconceived. Modern physical science strongly supports a materialist account of
consciousness. But there remains considerable resistance to this, both in philosophy and in the way most people think about the
mind; we fall back on a dualist view, that consciousness is not part of the material world. Papineau argues that resistance to
materialism is groundless. He offers a detailed analysis of the way human beings think about consciousness, and in particular the
way in which we humans think about our conscious states by activating those selfsame states. His careful account of this
distinctive mode of phenomenal thinking enables him, first, to show that the standard arguments against dualism are unsound,
second, to explain why dualism is nevertheless so intuitively persuasive, and third, to expose much contemporary scientific study
of consciousness as resting on a confusion. In placing a materialist account of consciousness on a firm foundation, this clear and
forthright book lays many traditional problems to rest, and offers escape from immemorial misconceptions about the mind.
Critical theorist Aronowitz (sociology, CUNY) contends that the centrality of cultural categories, as raised by the feminist, ecology,
and racial freedom movements, among others, provides the crucial difference for the late industrial world, demanding a break from
the dominant tendencies of Marxism to reduce causality to its economic features. Acidic paper. Paper edition (unseen), $14.95.
Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
Contrary to the affirmation of the end of labour, The Meanings of Work explore the complexity of the working class today; the
sexual division of labour and transversalities between the dimensions of class and gender; globalisation of capital and labour.
This book takes a bold new look at ways of exploring the nature, origins, and potentials of consciousness within the context of
science and religion. Alan Wallace draws careful distinctions between four elements of the scientific tradition: science itself,
scientific realism, scientific materialism, and scientism. Arguing that the metaphysical doctrine of scientific materialism has taken
on the role of ersatz-religion for its adherents, he traces its development from its Greek and Judeo-Christian origins, focusing on
the interrelation between the Protestant Reformation and the Scientific Revolution. He looks at scientists' long term resistance to
the firsthand study of consciousness and details the ways in which subjectivity has been deemed taboo within the scientific
community. In conclusion, Wallace draws on William James's idea for a "science of religion" that would study the nature of
religious and, in particular, contemplative experience. In exploring the nature of consciousness, this groundbreaking study will help
to bridge the chasm between religious belief and scientific knowledge. It is essential reading for philosophers and historians of
science, scholars of religion, and anyone interested in the relationship between science and religion.
This volume is a valuable re-assessment of the Nicaraguan Revolution by a Marxist historian of Latin American political history. It
shows that the FSLN’s lack of commitment to democracy was a key factor in the way that the revolution went awry.
Widespread human alteration of the planet has led many scholars to claim that we have entered a new epoch in geological time:
the Anthropocene, an age dominated by humanity. This ethnography is the first to directly engage the Anthropocene, tackling its
problems and paradoxes from the vantage point of the world’s largest tropical rainforest. Drawing from extensive ethnographic
research, Nicholas Kawa examines how pre-Columbian Amerindians and contemporary rural Amazonians have shaped their
environment, describing in vivid detail their use and management of the region’s soils, plants, and forests. At the same time, he
highlights the ways in which the Amazonian environment resists human manipulation and control—a vital reminder in this time of
perceived human dominance. Written in engaging, accessible prose, Amazonia in the Anthropocene offers an innovative
contribution to debates about humanity’s place on the planet, encouraging deeper ecocentric thinking and a more inclusive vision
of ecology for the future.
The doctrine of materialism is one of the most controversial in the history of ideas. For much of its history it has been
aligned with toleration and enlightened thinking, but it has also aroused strong, often violent, passions amongst both its
opponents and proponents. This book explores the development of materialism in an engaging and thought-provoking
way and defends the form it takes in the twenty-first century. Opening with an account of the ideas of some of the most
important thinkers in the materialist tradition, including Epicurus, Lucretius, Hobbes, Hume, Darwin and Marx, the authors
discuss materialism’s origins, as an early form of naturalistic explanation and as an intellectual outlook about life and the
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world in general. They explain how materialism’s beginnings as an imaginative vision of the true nature of things faced a
major challenge from the physics it did so much to facilitate, which now portrays the microscopic world in a way
incompatible with traditional materialism. Brown and Ladyman explain how out of this challenge materialism developed
into the new doctrine of physicalism. Drawing on a wide range of colourful examples, the authors argue that although
materialism does not have all the answers, its humanism and commitment to naturalistic explanation and the scientific
method is our best philosophical hope in the ideological maelstrom of the modern world.
Critique of Intelligent Design is a compelling account of the debate between materialism and religion as well as an
overview of the contemporary fight concerning nature, science, history, morality, and knowledge. The authors
demonstrate how historical materialism is a crucial social foundation from which to confront intelligent design. They
provide a fascinating account of the development of science in opposition to the proponents of "received wisdom." --from
publisher description
Attributing the origins and development of culture to the ways various societies adapt to their particular environments,
Harris pits his theory of cultural materialism against such alternative theories of culture as Wilson's sociobiology and
LeviStrauss's
A brilliant introduction to the philosophical concept of materialism and its relevance to contemporary science and culture
In this eye-opening, intellectually stimulating appreciation of a fascinating school of philosophy, Terry Eagleton makes a
powerful argument that materialism is at the center of today’s important scientific and cultural as well as philosophical
debates. The author reveals entirely fresh ways of considering the values and beliefs of three very different
materialists—Marx, Nietzsche, and Wittgenstein—drawing striking comparisons between their philosophies while reflecting
on a wide array of topics, from ideology and history to language, ethics, and the aesthetic. Cogently demonstrating how it
is our bodies and corporeal activity that make thought and consciousness possible, Eagleton’s book is a valuable
exposition on philosophic thought that strikes to the heart of how we think about ourselves and live in the world.
This volume collects the lucid and engaging works of Soviet philosopher Evald Ilyenkov on the topic of Hegel and
dialectics
For the last two centuries, Western philosophy has developed in the shadow of Hegel, whose influence each new thinker
tries in vain to escape: whether in the name of the pre-rational Will, the social process of production, or the contingency
of individual existence. Hegel’s absolute idealism has become the bogeyman of philosophy, obscuring the fact that he is
the dominant philosopher of the epochal historical transition to modernity; a period with which our own time shares
startling similarities. Today, as global capitalism comes apart at the seams, we are entering a new transition. In Less
Than Nothing, the pinnacle publication of a distinguished career, Slavoj Žižek argues that it is imperative that we not
simply return to Hegel but that we repeat and exceed his triumphs,overcoming his limitations by being even more
Hegelian than the master himself.
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