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The Lost Letters Of Pergamum A Story From The New
The impact of The Late Great Planet Earth cannot be overstated. The New York Times called it the "no. 1 non-fiction bestseller of the
decade." For Christians and non-Christians of the 1970s, Hal Lindsey's blockbuster served as a wake-up call on events soon to come and
events already unfolding -- all leading up to the greatest event of all: the return of Jesus Christ. The years since have confirmed Lindsey's
insights into what biblical prophecy says about the times we live in. Whether you're a church-going believer or someone who wouldn't darken
the door of a Christian institution, the Bible has much to tell you about the imminent future of this planet. In the midst of an out-of-control
generation, it reveals a grand design that's unfolding exactly according to plan. The rebirth of Israel. The threat of war in the Middle East. An
increase in natural catastrophes. The revival of Satanism and witchcraft. These and other signs, foreseen by prophets from Moses to Jesus,
portend the coming of an antichrist . . . of a war which will bring humanity to the brink of destruction . . . and of incredible deliverance for a
desperate, dying planet.
A profound exploration of the Bible's most controversial book—from the author of Beyond Belief and The Gnostic Gospels The strangest book
of the New Testament, filled with visions of the Rapture, the whore of Babylon, and apocalyptic writing of the end of times, the Book of
Revelation has fascinated readers for more than two thousand years, but where did it come from? And what are the meanings of its surreal
images of dragons, monsters, angels, and cosmic war? Elaine Pagels, New York Times bestselling author and "the preeminent voice of
biblical scholarship to the American public" (The Philadelphia Inquirer), elucidates the true history of this controversial book, uncovering its
origins and the roots of dissent, violence, and division in the world's religions. Brilliantly weaving scholarship with a deep understanding of the
human needs to which religion speaks, Pagels has written what may be the masterwork of her unique career.
Fascinating novel of a Roman citizen's spiritual transformation gives a reliable glimpse into the world of the New Testament and the early
church.
Seminary is exhilarating . . . and dangerous. Seminary can be thrilling, with the potential to inspire and equip church leaders for a lifetime of
faithful ministry. But it’s not without its risks. For many who have ignored the perils, seminary has been crippling. But with an extra dose of
intentionality, and God’s help, this season of preparation can invigorate your affections for Jesus. How to Stay Christian in Seminary takes a
refreshingly honest look at the seminarian’s often-neglected devotional life, offering real-world advice for students eager to survive seminary
with a flourishing faith.
The discovery of a packet of old letters sends seventeen-year-old Abby Schoenberg to Nantucket to unravel a family mystery about her
grandmother's past, but things get complicated when Abby meets the cute grandson of a prominent family who wants to stop her from
investigating.
Join Thea Stilton and the Thea Sisters on an adventure packed with mystery and friendship! The Thea Sisters are in Russia for a figure
skating championship! When their new friend is falsely accused of theft and barred from competing for the gold medal, the five mice resolve
to clear her name. Along the way, they discover ancient love letters that could be the key to finding the real culprit! But can they solve the
mystery in time?
Background becomes foreground in Moyer Hubbard's creative introduction to the social and historical setting for the letters of the Apostle
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Paul to churches in Asia Minor and Europe. Hubbard begins each major section with a brief narrative featuring a fictional character in one of
the great cities of that era. Then he elaborates on various aspects of the cultural setting related to each particular vignette, discussing the
implications of those venues for understanding Paul's letters and applying their message to our lives today. Addressing a wide array of
cultural and traditional issues, Hubbard discusses: • religion and superstition • education, philosophy, and oratory • urban society •
households and family life in the Greco-Roman world This work is based on the premise that the better one understands the historical and
social context in which the New Testament (and Paul's letters) was written, the better one will understand the writings of the New Testament
themselves. Passages become clearer, metaphors deciphered, and images sharpened. Teachers, students, and laypeople alike will
appreciate Hubbard's unique, illuminating, and well-researched approach to the world of the early church.
Who was Priscilla? Ben Witherington combines biblical scholarship and winsome storytelling to give readers a vivid picture of this important
New Testament woman. In this work of historical fiction, Priscilla's story makes the first-century biblical world come alive as she looks back on
her long life and remembers the ways she has participated in the early church.
Enter a world of warfare and treachery, of duty and honor, of love and loyalty, interwoven with the inner workings of a Roman centurion's
household. And then trace it as the road curves toward little Capernaum. Follow the story of Appius, a proud centurion, and Tullus, his scribe
and slave. From a battle with the Parthians, through a tragic personal crisis, to the gladiator arena at Caesarea Maritima, their tale finally
leads to the backwater village of Capernaum on the shores of Galilee. There, in a culture not their own and during a week they will never
forget, they encounter a Jewish prophet from Nazareth. A Week in the Life of a Roman Centurion gives us a first-century view of the world of
the Gospels. In entertaining historical fiction, splashed with informative sidebars and images, we capture a view of Jesus' world from the outer
framework looking in.
The study of Paul and his letters can be exciting, challenging, and life-changing, but only if it is done well and only if students achieve more
than a basic familiarity with the subject. This is exactly what Pauline experts Bruce W. Longenecker and Todd D. Still accomplish with their
new textbook aimed at college and seminary level courses on Paul and his writings. Longenecker and Still bring decades of study and
expertise to Thinking through Paul, challenging readers to delve deeply into Paul’s writings and wrestle with his richly-layered and dynamic
theological discourse. Seeking to situate their study of the Apostle in proper perspective, Longenecker and Still first look at Paul’s life before
and after his encounter with the risen Christ en route to Damascus, then examine each of Paul’s letters individually, and finally synthesize
the Pauline writings to highlight the main strands of Paul’s theologizing—all the while keeping in mind the particular context of first-century
Christianity. Filled with images, maps, charts, and questions for further study and discussion, Thinking through Paul is both engaging and
easy-to-follow, making it the perfect choice for classrooms and for interested readers.
The letters to the seven churches found in the early chapters of the New Testament Book of Revelation are the subject of this critical Biblical
study.
What does the church need to hear today? As many have said, the church must always be reforming. It must continually move closer to a
truer, more faithful expression of the gospel. The risen Christ’s powerful letters to the seven churches in Revelation are a guide to just that.
Based on John MacArthur’s exposition of these letters, Christ’s Call to Reform the Church is a plea to the modern church to heed these
divine warnings, to reform before it succumbs to the kinds of compromise and error that invite God’s judgment. Christ’s Call to Reform the
Church admonishes the church today to learn from the mistakes God’s people have made in the past, rather than commit them again. The
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Word of God has many benefits, one of which is that it reveals our blind spots. That's what this book does—it shines a light on problems we
didn't know we had. May it be embraced by Christians everywhere, spurring them toward the God-honoring, grace-driven work of continued
reformation.
"Let anyone who has ears to hear listen to what the Spirit says to the churches." The book of Revelation speaks powerfully to every aspect of
the Christian life, and the modern church desperately needs the vision of hope that it provides. In this thematic approach to the Bible's final
book, author J. Scott Duvall identifies ten major themes, including: God and his people, worship, enemies, the mission, and the new creation.
In The Heart of Revelation, readers will understand how to read Revelation in context, asking, "What are the main truths and realities of
Revelation that we can know for certain?" and learning how these truths are relevant to our lives as modern-day believers.
Bustling streets and overcrowded homes, tentmakers and working wivesan accessible introduction to the real lives of the first Christians in
the Roman Empirecirca 35 to 120 AD Combining carefully researched material with acute analysis and presented in an engaging popular
style for a non-academic readership, this guide explores how the Roman world formed the essential social and cultural backdrop to the
emergence of the Christian movement and how that has in turn deeply influenced the world we live in today. The guide explores the early
Christians' day-to-day activitiessuch as where they lived, what they ate, the kind of work they did, and how they spent their time offas well as
their social relationships to the world, themselves, and the gods. Through this exploration, it explains how a marginalized, oppressed Jewish
renewal group became one of the fastest-growing urban movements of the first century and became the dominant social, intellectual, and
cultural influence throughout the Roman Empire within 300 years.
Answers to the most common questions and misconceptions about the Bible Seven Things I Wish Christians Knew about the Bible is a short
and readable introduction to the Bible--its origins, interpretation, truthfulness, and authority. Bible scholar, prolific author, and Anglican
minister Michael Bird helps Christians understand seven important "things" about this unique book: how the Bible was put together; what
"inspiration" means; how the Bible is true; why the Bible needs to be rooted in history; why literal interpretation is not always the best
interpretation; how the Bible gives us knowledge, faith, love, and hope; and how Jesus Christ is the center of the Bible. Seven Things
presents clear and understandable evangelical account of the Bible's inspiration, canonization, significance, and relevance in a way that is
irenic and compelling. It is a must read for any serious Bible reader who desires an informed and mature view of the Bible that will enrich their
faith.
Have you ever felt in over your head? When Eric Peterson became the pastor of a brand-new church, he quickly and wisely turned to his dad
for guidance. Eugene Peterson, author of more than thirty books including his bestselling memoir The Pastor and his groundbreaking Bible
The Message, here reflects on pastoral ministry in all its complexity--from relationships to administration to the sheer audacity of leading
God's people in a particular place. This is Eugene Peterson at his best--lifelong wisdom written with deep love. As the reader, you will
glimpse into the tender, witty, personal side of Eugene mentoring his own son. These intimate letters will be treasured by all who read, and
applicable to church leaders around the globe. Purchase individually or together with Letters to a Young Congregation as a memorable gift for
a church leader or seminary graduate.

Ten Who Changed the World is seminary president Daniel Akin’s powerful tribute to the transformational work done by
some truly inspiring Christian missionaries. With each profile, he journeys into the heart of that gospel servant’s missionPage 3/7
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minded story and makes a compelling connection to a similar account from the Bible. David Brainerd (1718-1747;
missionary to Native Americans) reminds Akin of Paul’s missionary life in 2 Timothy. The faithful ministry of George Leile
(1750-1820; missionary to Jamaica) is aligned with Galatians 6. William Carey (1761-1834; missionary to India) lives out
the Great Commission of Matthew 28. There are parallels between Adoniram Judson (1788-1850; missionary to Burma)
and Romans 8. Lottie Moon (1840-1912; missionary to China) displays the power of a consecrated life described in
Romans 12. The work of James Fraser (1886-1938; missionary to China) illustrates Revelation 5. Eric Liddell
(1902-1945; missionary to China), his life documented in the film Chariots of Fire, illuminates Hebrews 12. Together,
John (1907-1934) and Betty Stam (1906-1934; missionaries to China) embodied Psalm 67. William Wallace (1908-1951;
missionary to China) was a shining example of Philippians 1. Jim Elliot (1927-1956; missionary to Ecuador) is a bold
reminder of Psalm 96.
Persian impact on Judaism - Greeks in the East - Jewish diversity in the Hasmonean era - Hellenistic inheritance Romans and the Jews - Messianic hopes.
What does the Old Testament—especially the law—have to do with your Christian life? In this warm, accessible volume,
Carmen Joy Imes takes readers back to Sinai, arguing that we've misunderstood the command about "taking the Lord's
name in vain." Instead, Imes says that this command is really about "bearing God's name," a theme that continues
throughout the rest of Scripture.
Two billion people today identify as Christians, with the implication that Jesus is the focus of their relationship with God,
and their way of living in the world. Such followers of Jesus are now more numerous and make up a greater proportion of
the world's population than ever before. Despite its decline in the West, Christianity is rapidly increasing in areas such as
Africa and China. Richard Bauckham explores the historical figure of Jesus, evaluating the sources and concluding that
they provide us with good historical evidence for his life and teaching. In order to place Jesus in his proper historical
context, as a Jew from Galilee in the early first century of our era, Bauckham looks at Jewish religion and society in the
land of Israel under Roman rule. He explores Jesus' symbolic practices as well as his teachings, looks at his public
career and emphasises how his actions, such as healing and his association with notorious sinners, were just as
important as his words. Bauckham shows that Jesus was devoted to the God of Israel, with a special focus on God's
fatherly love and compassion, and like every Jewish teacher he expounded the Torah, but did so in his own distinctive
way. With a discussion about the way Jesus understood himself and what finally led to his death as a criminal on a
Roman cross, he concludes by considering the significance Jesus has come to have for Christian faith worldwide.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in
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almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our
expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
This comprehensive, widely used text by Michael Gorman presents a theologically focused, historically grounded
interpretation of the apostle Paul and raises significant questions for engaging Paul today. After providing substantial
background information on Paul's world, career, letters, gospel, spirituality, and theology, Gorman covers in full detail
each of the thirteen Pauline epistles. Enhancing the text are questions for reflection and discussion at the end of each
chapter as well as numerous photos, maps, and tables throughout. The new introduction in this second edition helpfully
situates the book within current approaches to Paul. Gorman also brings the conversation up-to-date with major recent
developments in Pauline studies and devotes greater attention to themes of participation, transformation, resurrection,
justice, and peace. --Publisher's description.
Answers to critical questions regarding the study of the Jesus of history and the Christ of faith The conclusions of the
quest for the historical Jesus, which casts the majority of Christ's life as a myth, are a stark contrast to the orthodox view
of Christ as presented in the Bible. Pate demonstrates that a critical analysis of the gospel text along with historical and
cultural methods of investigation actually point toward an orthodox view of Christ. This work argues that the canonical
Gospels are the most trustworthy information we have about the gospel writers as well as the life and ministry of Jesus,
including his death, visit to hades, resurrection, and ascension. Readers will be encouraged by the reliability of the
Gospel writers, the reality of Jesus' humanity and deity, and the inferiority of the apocryphal gospels.
The Cradle, the Cross, and the Crown guides serious New Testament students through the historical, literary, and
theological dimensions of the biblical text, allowing them to better understand and share God’s “word of truth” (2 Tim
2:15). It offers a thorough introduction to all twenty-seven books of the New Testament and closely examines events
such as Christ’s incarnation and virgin birth, his crucifixion and resurrection, and triumphant return. The second edition
features updated bibliographies and footnotes, interpretation sections that cover different literary genres in the New
Testament, an epilogue that canvasses the entire storyline of Scripture, and a variety of maps. All of these new features
contribute to making this a life-long resource for students of Scripture.
This beautifully designed, full-color textbook introduces the Roman background of the New Testament by immersing
students in the life and culture of the thriving first-century towns of Pompeii and Herculaneum, which act as showpieces
of the world into which the early Christian movement was spreading. Bruce Longenecker, a leading scholar of the ancient
world of the New Testament, discusses first-century artifacts in relation to the life stories of people from the Roman world.
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The book includes discussion questions, maps, and 175 color photographs. Additional resources are available through
Textbook eSources.
"In Paul's letter to the Colossians, the reader is introduced to a supreme Christ who created earth and vanquished the
power of death. However, this same Christ chose to bear the shame of death on a Roman cross in order to bring
restoration and reconciliation to humans and all of creation affected by the chaos caused by sin. The enduring message
of Colossians is uniquely challenging and instructive precisely because it testifies to the church's cruciform life in
obedience to this crucified cosmic Lord, Jesus Christ." -- Publisher description.
Combining NT scholarship with the racy and readable style of a thriller, Theissen succeeds brilliantly in conveying the
gospel story in the fresh and imaginative prose of a novel. Here is a wealth of information about Palestinian life and
politics.
Join Tim Geddert and be inspired and challenged by Luke's amazing portrait of Jesus and presentation of Jesus's
mission and ours. Follows the Luminaire Studies pattern of biblical exploration and are designed for the discerning reader
and student of the Scriptures. Written in narrative style suitable for personal or group study.
Around 56 AD, the apostle Paul wrote to the church in Rome. He entrusted this letter to Phoebe, whom he describes as
the deacon of the church at Cenchreae and a patron of many. But who was this remarkable woman? Biblical scholar and
popular author and speaker Paula Gooder imagines Phoebe's story—who she was, the life she lived, and her first-century
faith—and in doing so opens up Paul's world.
The final book of the Bible, Revelation prophesies the ultimate judgement of mankind in a series of allegorical visions,
grisly images and numerological predictions. According to these, empires will fall, the "Beast" will be destroyed and Christ
will rule a new Jerusalem. With an introduction by Will Self.
Intrigue is in the air as Nicanor returns to Corinth and reports to his patron Erastos on recent business dealings in Rome.
Nicanor, a former slave, is a man on the make. But surprises keep springing up in his path. A political rival of Erastos is
layinga plot, and a new religion from the East keeps pressing in his life. Spend an imaginary week in Paul's Corinth as
the story of Nicanor winds through street and forum, marketplace and baths, taking usChristian world.Numerous full-page
text boxes expand ona variety of aspects of life and culture as we encounter them in the narrative. into shop, villa and
apartment, where we meet friends new and old. From our observing a dinner in the temple of Aesclepius to Christian
worship in the home of Erastos, Paul'sdealings with the Corinthians in his letters take focused relevance and socail
clarity. The result is an unforgettable introduction to life in a major center of the New Testament world. Throughout the
text, helpful sidebars, maps and diagrams serve to further illuminate the sociocultural context of the early Christian world.
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It's AD 70, and Jerusalem is falling to the Romans, its temple being destroyed. As Jews and Christians try to escape the
city, we travel with some of them through an imagined week of flight and faith. In this imaginative and entertaining
narrative, Ben Witherington leads us behind the veil of centuries to experience the historical and social realities of this
epochal event.
Parakeets make delightful pets. We cage them or clip their wings to keep them where we want them. Scot McKnight
contends that many, conservatives and liberals alike, attempt the same thing with the Bible. We all try to tame it.
McKnight's The Blue Parakeet calls Christians to stop taming the Bible and to let it speak anew to our heart. McKnight
challenges us to rethink how to read the Bible, not just to puzzle it together into some systematic belief but to see it as a
Story that we're summoned to enter and to carry forward in our day.
Does the book of Revelation describe in veiled language events of its writer's own day, or is it largely a prophecy of events still to come? In
this revised BST volume, Michael Wilcock lifts the curtain on Revelation as a drama in eight scenes, highlighting the role of the imagination in
grasping this fascinating and enigmatic book.
What if Jesus wrote a letter to your church? This eight-session LifeGuide Bible Study helps us engage with the words of Jesus in the seven
letters to the seven churches in Revelation. Studying this Scripture with a group or individually allows us to ask some hard questions—of
ourselves, of our leaders, and of the Lord.
New to this expanded & updated edition are revisions of Ferguson's original material, updated bibliographies, & a fresh dicussion of first
century social life, the Dead Sea Scrolls & much else.
This handbook is an essential tool for the serious student.--Alistair I. Wilson "Interpretation: Journal of Bible and Theology"
An informed, scholarly approach to the study of the historical Jesus that takes the Gospels seriously as a source of historical information.
This monograph is an original study of what is commonly termed the American "myth of Ham". It examines black and white Americans'
recourse to the biblical character of Ham as a cultural strategy for explaining racial origins. Previous studies in the area have been restricted
to associating the Hamitic idea with pro-slavery arguments, whereas the thesis of this project reveals a fundamental irony: black American
Christians who reinforced the meanings of illegitimacy by appealing to Ham as the ancestor of the race.
A Fascinating Glimpse into the World of the New Testament Transported two thousand years into the past, readers are introduced to Antipas,
a Roman civic leader who has encountered the writings of the biblical author Luke. Luke's history sparks Antipas's interest, and they begin
corresponding. While the account is fictional, the author is a highly respected New Testament scholar who weaves reliable historical
information into a fascinating story, offering a fresh, engaging, and creative way to learn about the New Testament world. The first edition has
been widely used in the classroom (over 30,000 copies sold). This updated edition, now with improved readability and narrative flow, will
bring the social and political world of Jesus and his first followers to life for many more students of the Bible.
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