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The Origin of Species by Charles Darwin must rank as one of the most influential and consequential books ever published,
initiating scientific, social and religious ferment ever since its first publication in 1859. Its full title is The Origin of Species by Means
of Natural Selection, or the Preservation of Favoured Races in the Struggle for Life, in some editions prefaced by the word “On.”
Darwin describes the book as simply an “abstract” of his ideas, which are more fully fleshed out and supported with detailed
examples in his other, more scholarly works (for example, he wrote several long treatises entirely about barnacles). The Origin of
Species itself was intended to reach a wider audience and is written in such a way that any reasonably educated and thoughtful
reader can follow Darwin’s argument that species of animals and plants are not independent creations, fixed for all time, but
mutable. Species have been shaped in response to the effects of natural selection, which Darwin compares to the directed or
manual selection by human breeders of domesticated animals. The Origin of Species was eagerly taken up by the reading public,
and rapidly went through several editions. This Standard Ebooks edition is based on the sixth edition published by John Murray in
1872, generally considered to be the definitive edition with many amendments and updates by Darwin himself. The Origin of
Species has never been out of print and continues to be an extremely popular work. Later scientific discoveries such as the
breakthrough of DNA sequencing have refined our concept of some of Darwin’s ideas and given us a better understanding of
issues he found puzzling, but the basic thrust of his theory remains unchallenged. This book is part of the Standard Ebooks
project, which produces free public domain ebooks.
"Quammen brilliantly and powerfully re-creates the 19th century naturalist's intellectual and spiritual journey."--Los Angeles Times
Book Review Twenty-one years passed between Charles Darwin's epiphany that "natural selection" formed the basis of evolution
and the scientist's publication of On the Origin of Species. Why did Darwin delay, and what happened during the course of those
two decades? The human drama and scientific basis of these years constitute a fascinating, tangled tale that elucidates the
character of a cautious naturalist who initiated an intellectual revolution.
The relationship between feminism and the biological sciences has always been particularly tense and hostile. Feminists have
been inclined not to trust what scientists had to say about the sexes, with science often being pronounced a Owhite, male
enterprise.O But why should feminism and the biological sciences remain at odds? And what might be gained from a
reconciliation? In Who's Afraid of Charles Darwin? Griet Vandermassen shows that, rather than continuing this enmity, feminism
and the biological sciences, and in particular evolutionary psychology, have the potential and the need to become powerful allies.
Properly understood, the Darwinian perspective proposed in this volume will become essential to tackling the major issues in
feminism.
A chance encounter in Spain in 1959 brought young Irish reporter Valerie Danby-Smith face to face with Ernest Hemingway. The
interview was awkward and brief, but before it ended something had clicked into place. For the next two years, Valerie devoted her
life to Hemingway and his wife, Mary, traveling with them through beloved old haunts in Spain and France and living with them
during the tumultuous final months in Cuba. In name a personal secretary, but in reality a confidante and sharer of the great
man’s secrets and sorrows, Valerie literally came of age in the company of one of the greatest literary lions of the twentieth
century. Five years after his death, Valerie became a Hemingway herself when she married the writer’s estranged son Gregory.
Now, at last, she tells the story of the incredible years she spent with this extravagantly talented and tragically doomed family. In
prose of brilliant clarity and stinging candor, Valerie evokes the magic and the pathos of Papa Hemingway’s last years. Swept up
in the wild revelry that always exploded around Hemingway, Valerie found herself dancing in the streets of Pamplona, cheering
bullfighters at Valencia, careening around hairpin turns in Provence, and savoring the panorama of Paris from her attic room in the
Ritz. But it was only when Hemingway threatened to commit suicide if she left that she realized how troubled the aging writer
was–and how dependent he had become on her. In Cuba, Valerie spent idyllic days and nights typing the final draft of A Moveable
Feast, even as Castro’s revolution closed in. After Hemingway shot himself, Valerie returned to Cuba with his widow, Mary, to sort
through thousands of manuscript pages and smuggle out priceless works of art. It was at Ernest’s funeral that Valerie, then a
researcher for Newsweek, met Hemingway’s son Gregory–and again a chance encounter drastically altered the course of her life.
Their twenty-one-year marriage finally unraveled as Valerie helplessly watched her husband succumb to the demons that had
plagued him since childhood. From lunches with Orson Welles to midnight serenades by mysterious troubadours, from a rooftop
encounter with Castro to numbing hospital vigils, Valerie Hemingway played an intimate, indispensable role in the lives of two
generations of Hemingways. This memoir, by turns luminous, enthralling, and devastating, is the account of what she enjoyed, and
what she endured, during her astonishing years of living as a Hemingway.
Masterfully written and with numerous photos of important historical figures, an in-depth book clears away the myths surrounding
the Montana vigilantes, who lynched more than fifty men during the Civil War era.
From the award-winning author of The Song of the Dodo comes a collection of essays in which various weird and wonderful
aspects of nature are examined. This book contains tales of vegetarian piranha fish, voiceless dogs, and a scientific search for the
genes that threaten to destroy the cheetah.
Presents Darwin's masterwork on evolution with extensive annotations by an experienced field biologist.
Charles Darwin’s theory of evolution and natural selection has been debated and disparaged over time, but there is no dispute
that he is responsible for some of the most remarkable and groundbreaking scientific findings in history. His five-year trip as a
naturalist on the H.M.S. Beagle took him on a journey to such exotic locales as Chile, Argentina, and the Galapagos Islands.
Darwin wrote the details of this expedition, including his thoughts about the people on the ship and of course, his observations of
the flora and fauna, in his journal, published as Voyage of the Beagle. It is here that his original interpretations of the Galapagos
ecosystem and the impact of nature and selection are first revealed. This edition of the classic travel memoir is enhanced with an
introduction by bestselling nature writer David Quammen, and is part of National Geographic’s major cross-platform event in
spring 2009 to celebrate the anniversary.
This is Charles Darwin's chronicle of his five-year journey, beginning in 1831, around the world as a naturalist on the H.M.S.
Beagle.
Examines the emergence and causes of new diseases all over the world, describing a process called “spillover” where illness
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originates in wild animals before being passed to humans and discusses the potential for the next huge pandemic. 70,000 first
printing.
In 1981 David Quammen began what might be every freelance writer's dream: a monthly column for Outside magazine in which he
was given free rein to write about anything that interested him in the natural world. His column was called "Natural Acts," and for
the next fifteen years he delighted Outside's readers with his fascinating ruminations on the world around us. The Boilerplate
Rhino brings together twenty-six of Quammen's most thoughtful and engaging essays from that column, none previously printed in
any of his earlier books. In lucid, penetrating, and often quirkily idiosyncratic prose, David Quammen takes his readers with him as
he explores the world. His travels lead him to rattlesnake handlers in Texas; a lizard specialist in Baja; the dinosaur museum in
Jordan, Montana; and halfway across Indonesia in search of the perfect Durian fruit. He ponders the history of nutmeg in the
southern Moluccas, meditates on bioluminescent beetles while soaking in the waters of the Amazon, and delivers "The Dope on
Eggs" from a chicken ranch near his hometown in Montana. Quammen's travels are always jumping-off points to explore the rich
and sometimes horrifying tension between humankind and the natural world, in all its complexity and ambivalence. The result is
another irrepressible assortment of ideas to explore, conundrums to contemplate, and wondrous creatures to behold.
Historical biogeography—the study of the history of species through both time and place—first convinced Charles Darwin of
evolution. This field was so important to Darwin’s initial theories and line of thinking that he said as much in the very first
paragraph of On the Origin of Species (1859) and later in his autobiography. His methods included collecting mammalian fossils in
South America clearly related to living forms, tracing the geographical distributions of living species across South America, and
sampling peculiar fauna of the geologically young Galápagos Archipelago that showed evident affinities to South American forms.
Over the years, Darwin collected other evidence in support of evolution, but his historical biogeographical arguments remained
paramount, so much so that he devotes three full chapters to this topic in On the Origin of Species. Discussions of Darwin’s
landmark book too often give scant attention to this wealth of evidence, and we still do not fully appreciate its significance in
Darwin’s thinking. In Origins of Darwin’s Evolution, J. David Archibald explores this lapse, showing how Darwin first came to the
conclusion that, instead of various centers of creation, species had evolved in different regions throughout the world. He also
shows that Darwin’s other early passion—geology—proved a more elusive corroboration of evolution. On the Origin of Species has
only one chapter dedicated to the rock and fossil record, as it then appeared too incomplete for Darwin’s evidentiary standards.
Carefully retracing Darwin’s gathering of evidence and the evolution of his thinking, Origins of Darwin’s Evolution achieves a new
understanding of how Darwin crafted his transformative theory.
"Rich detail and vivid anecdotes of adventure....A treasure trove of exotic fact and hard thinking."—The New York Times Book
Review, front page For millennia, lions, tigers, and their man-eating kin have kept our dark, scary forests dark and scary, and their
predatory majesty has been the stuff of folklore. But by the year 2150 big predators may only exist on the other side of glass
barriers and chain-link fences. Their gradual disappearance is changing the very nature of our existence. We no longer occupy an
intermediate position on the food chain; instead we survey it invulnerably from above—so far above that we are in danger of
forgetting that we even belong to an ecosystem. Casting his expert eye over the rapidly diminishing areas of wilderness where
predators still reign, the award-winning author of The Song of the Dodo examines the fate of lions in India's Gir forest, of saltwater
crocodiles in northern Australia, of brown bears in the mountains of Romania, and of Siberian tigers in the Russian Far East. In the
poignant and troublesome ferocity of these embattled creatures, we recognize something primeval deep within us, something in
danger of vanishing forever.
In 1831, at only 22 years old, Darwin was offered the position of Naturalist on HMS Beagle's world voyage. He was set to become
a clergyman but returns after five years at sea an inspired genius. This book follows the journey of HMS Beagle, showing life on-
board the ship for Darwin, the captain, crew and the expedition's artist. The reader sees Darwin discovering and observing insect
life in Brazil, fossils in Argentina , earthquakes in Chile and turtles in the Galapagos Islands. The reader is therefore able to follow
the steps which led to Darwin's inspired theory of evolution, while also showing the adventures and escapades he had during the
voyage.A fascinating and colourful story of Darwin's life, this book also introduces young readers to one of the world's most
important scientists and his discoveries. It concludes with a simple explanation of the theory of evolution. Written by an
outstanding team in the field of children's non-fiction, this is a book to enlighten and inspire young readers. To watch a video
describing Darwin's theory of evolution click here
Traces the life of the great British scientist, describes his travels as a naturalist, and traces the development of his theories
More than any other modern scientists, Stephen Jay Gould has opened up to millions the wonders of evolutionary biology. His
genius as an essayist lies in his unmatched ability to use his knowledge of the world, including popular culture, to illuminate the
realm of science. Ever Since Darwin, Stephen Jay Gould's first book, has sold more than a quarter of a million copies. Like all
succeeding collections by this unique writer, it brings the art of the scientific essay to unparalleled heights.
Best-selling author David Quammen takes readers on a breathtaking journey through America's most inspiring and imperiled
ecosystem--Yellowstone National Park--in this monumental book on America's first national park. Yellowstone's storied past, rich
ecosystem, and dynamic landscape are brilliantly portrayed in a captivating mosaic of photographs and eloquently written text that
blend history, science, and research from the field. As much a visual ode to nature as an intimate tour of one of the world's most
celebrated conservation areas, this gorgeous book illuminates the park's treasures grand and small--from the iconic Old Faithful to
the rare gray wolf; from misty mountain tops to iridescent springs; and from sweeping valleys to flourishing wild blooms. In four
illuminating sections that combine photos, sidebars, and graphics with elegantly crafted text, this book brings readers deeper into
the life of the park than ever before, both commemorating its beauty and highlighting its challenges. This book is an essential
addition to the National Parks' 100th anniversary celebration and will remind readers why conservation is worth every effort.
Charles Darwin's groundbreaking work of evolutionary biology, The Origin of Species introduces the scientific theory of evolution,
which posits that species evolve over a period of many generations through a process of natural selection. Darwin's theories have
been widely embraced by the scientific community as fact and have laid the foundation for subsequent major advances in the field
of biology. It is arguably one of the most important scientific treatises ever written.
From the conservative spokesperson and author of Slander and How to Talk to a Liberal comes an all new, timely, and thought-
provoking study of American politics and religion that looks at the Left's attacks on the Judeo-Christian tradition. Reprint. 300,000
first printing.
Traces the twenty-one-year period between Charles Darwin's original idea about natural selection and the publication of "On the
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Origin of Species," in an account that offers insight into his experiences as a cautious naturalist.
A creationist-turned-scientist demonstrates the facts of evolution and exposes Intelligent Design's real agenda Science is on the
defensive. Half of Americans reject the theory of evolution and "Intelligent Design" campaigns are gaining ground. Classroom by
classroom, creationism is overthrowing biology. In Why Darwin Matters, bestselling author Michael Shermer explains how the
newest brand of creationism appeals to our predisposition to look for a designer behind life's complexity. Shermer decodes the
scientific evidence to show that evolution is not "just a theory" and illustrates how it achieves the design of life through the bottom-
up process of natural selection. Shermer, once an evangelical Christian and a creationist, argues that Intelligent Design
proponents are invoking a combination of bad science, political antipathy, and flawed theology. He refutes their pseudoscientific
arguments and then demonstrates why conservatives and people of faith can and should embrace evolution. He then appraises
the evolutionary questions that truly need to be settled, building a powerful argument for science itself. Cutting the politics away
from the facts, Why Darwin Matters is an incisive examination of what is at stake in the debate over evolution.
This book is the first to inquire into the range of influences and ideas, the mentors and rivals, and the formal and informal
education that shaped Charles Darwin and prepared him for his remarkable career of scientific achievement. Keith Thomson
concentrates on Darwin's early life as a schoolboy, a medical student at Edinburgh, a theology student at Cambridge, and a
naturalist aboard the Beagle on its famous five-year voyage
Nearly 150 years after publishing his theory of evolution, Charles Darwin remains not only central to biology and medicine but also
deeply controversial. Darwin still receives much of the credit, and the blame, for what science understands about the evolutionary
process and what society thinks we should -- or shouldn¿t -- teach about that process in our schools. David Quammen has
created a meticulous, humane portrait of the man, and a lucid explication of his work, that captures both the personal foibles and
the scientific substance. It¿s an intimate view of a great scientist -- taking readers behind the veil of Darwin¿s greatness and his
fame, following him closely through the joys, struggles, and sorrows of his quiet but extraordinarily consequential life.
More than two centuries after Master’s Mate Fletcher Christian led a mutiny against Lieutenant William Bligh on a small, armed
transport vessel called Bounty, the true story of this enthralling adventure has become obscured by the legend. Combining vivid
characterization and deft storytelling, Caroline Alexander shatters the centuries-old myths surrounding this story. She brilliantly
shows how, in a desperate attempt to save one man from the gallows and another from ignominy, two powerful families came
together and began to create the version of history we know today. The true story of the mutiny on the Bounty is an epic of duty
and heroism, pride and power, and the assassination of a brave man’s honor at the dawn of the Romantic age.
The author reveals why Darwin waited two decades to release his controversial theories of natural selection and evolution, in a
fascinating portrait of the turbulent world of Victorian biology. Reprint. 10,000 first printing.
In this New York Times bestseller and longlist nominee for the National Book Award, “our greatest living chronicler of the natural
world” (The New York Times), David Quammen explains how recent discoveries in molecular biology affect our understanding of
evolution and life’s history. In the mid-1970s, scientists began using DNA sequences to reexamine the history of all life. Perhaps
the most startling discovery to come out of this new field—the study of life’s diversity and relatedness at the molecular level—is
horizontal gene transfer (HGT), or the movement of genes across species lines. It turns out that HGT has been widespread and
important; we now know that roughly eight percent of the human genome arrived sideways by viral infection—a type of HGT. In The
Tangled Tree, “the grandest tale in biology….David Quammen presents the science—and the scientists involved—with patience,
candor, and flair” (Nature). We learn about the major players, such as Carl Woese, the most important little-known biologist of the
twentieth century; Lynn Margulis, the notorious maverick whose wild ideas about “mosaic” creatures proved to be true; and
Tsutomu Wantanabe, who discovered that the scourge of antibiotic-resistant bacteria is a direct result of horizontal gene transfer,
bringing the deep study of genome histories to bear on a global crisis in public health. “David Quammen proves to be an
immensely well-informed guide to a complex story” (The Wall Street Journal). In The Tangled Tree, he explains how molecular
studies of evolution have brought startling recognitions about the tangled tree of life—including where we humans fit upon it.
Thanks to new technologies, we now have the ability to alter even our genetic composition—through sideways insertions, as nature
has long been doing. “The Tangled Tree is a source of wonder….Quammen has written a deep and daring intellectual adventure”
(The Boston Globe).
Citing an 1859 letter that accused Charles Darwin of failing to acknowledge his scientific predecessors, a chronicle of the collective
history of evolution dedicates each chapter to an evolutionary thinker, from Aristotle and da Vinci to Denis Diderot to the naturalists
of the Jardin de Plantes. 20,000 first printing.
"David Quammen is simply the best natural essayist working today."--Tim Cahill, author of Lost in My Own Backyard "Lively writing
about science and nature depends less on the offering of good answers, I think, than on the offering of good questions," said
David Quammen in the original introduction to Natural Acts. For more than two decades, he has stuck to that credo. In this
updated version of curiosity leads him from New Mexico to Romania, from the Congo to the Amazon, asking questions about
mosquitoes (what are their redeeming merits?), dinosaurs (how did they change the life of a dyslexic Vietnam vet?), and cloning
(can it save endangered species?). This revised and expanded edition best-loved "Natural Acts" columns, which first appeared in
Outside magazine in the early 1980s, and includes recent pieces such as "Planet of Weeds," an influential new Natural Acts is an
eye-opening journey that will please both Quammen fans and newcomers to his work. Song lyrics have been redacted from this
ebook owing to permissions issues.
This sweeping, intelligent and immersive biographical graphic novel from award-winning creators, joins legendary scientist Charles
Darwin as a young man, as he embarks on his voyage on the H.M.S. Beagle. It is the year 1831. A gifted but distracted young
man named Charles Darwin has been offered a place aboard the H.M.S. Beagle, in a chain of events that will change both his life
and the course of modern science. Join him on an epic journey of thrilling discovery as he explores remote corners of the natural
world and pieces together the very beginnings of his revolutionary theory of evolution.
"The best Darwin anthology on the market" (Stephen Jay Gould, Harvard) has just become better, in this newly revised version of
the now classic Norton Critical Edition, first published in 1970.
As a young boy, Charles Darwin hated school and was often scolded forconducting “useless” experiments. Yet his passion for the
natural world was so strong that he suffered through terrible seasickness during his five-year voyage aboard The Beagle. Darwin
collected new creatures from the coasts of Africa, South America, and the Galapagos Islands, and expanded his groundbreaking
ideas that would change people's understanding of the natural world. About 100 illustrations and a clear, exciting text will make
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Darwin and his theory of evolution an exciting discovery for every young reader.
In Wild Thoughts from Wild Places, award-winning journalist David Quammen reminds us why he has become one of our most
beloved science and nature writers. This collection of twenty-three of Quammen's most intriguing, most exciting, most memorable
pieces takes us to meet kayakers on the Futaleufu River of southern Chile, where Quammen describes how it feels to travel in fast
company and flail for survival in the river's maw. We are introduced to the commerce in pearls (and black-market parrots) in the
Aru Islands of eastern Indonesia. Quammen even finds wildness in smog-choked Los Angeles -- embodied in an elusive
population of urban coyotes, too stubborn and too clever to surrender to the sprawl of civilization. With humor and intelligence,
David Quammen's Wild Thoughts from Wild Places also reminds us that humans are just one of the many species on earth with
motivations, goals, quirks, and eccentricities. Expect to be entertained and moved on this journey through the wilds of science and
nature.
Evolution, during the early nineteenth century, was an idea in the air. Other thinkers had suggested it, but no one had proposed a cogent
explanation for how evolution occurs. Then, in September 1838, a young Englishman named Charles Darwin hit upon the idea that 'natural
selection' among competing individuals would lead to wondrous adaptations and species diversity. Twenty-one years passed between that
epiphany and publication of On the Origin of Species. The human drama and scientific basis of Darwin's twenty-one-year delay constitute a
fascinating, tangled tale that elucidates the character of a cautious naturalist who initiated an intellectual revolution. The Kiwi's Egg is a book
for everyone who has ever wondered about who this man was and what he said. Drawing from Darwin's secret 'transmutation' notebooks and
his personal letters, David Quammen has sketched a vivid life portrait of the man whose work never ceases to be controversial.
Why have island ecosystems always suffered such high rates of extinction? In our age, with all the world's landscapes, from Tasmania to the
Amazon to Yellowstone, now being carved into island-like fragments by human activity, the implications of this question are more urgent than
ever. Over the past eight years, David Quammen has followed the threads of island biogeography on a globe-encircling journey of discovery.
With stories that entertain as much as they inform, renowned evolutionist David Sloan Wilson outlines the basic principles of evolution and
shows how, when properly understood, they can illuminate the length and breadth of creation, from the origin of life to the nature of religion.
What is the biological reason for gossip? For laughter? For the creation of art? Why do dogs have curly tails? What can microbes tell us
about morality? These and many other questions are tackled by Wilson in this witty and groundbreaking new book. Now everyone can move
beyond the sterile debates about creationism and intelligent design to share Darwin’s panoramic view of animal and human life, seamlessly
connected to each other. Evolution, as Wilson explains, is not just about dinosaurs and human origins, but about why all species behave as
they do—from beetles that devour their own young, to bees that function as a collective brain, to dogs that are smarter in some respects than
our closest ape relatives. And basic evolutionary principles are also the foundation for humanity’s capacity for symbolic thought, culture, and
morality. In example after example, Wilson sheds new light on Darwin’ s grand theory and how it can be applied to daily life. By turns
thoughtful, provocative, and daringly funny, Evolution for Everyone addresses some of the deepest philosophical and social issues of this or
any age. In helping us come to a deeper understanding of human beings and our place in the world, it might also help us to improve that
world.
A radical reappraisal of Charles Darwin from the bestselling author of Victoria: A Life. With the publication of On the Origin of Species,
Charles Darwin—hailed as the man who "discovered evolution"—was propelled into the pantheon of great scientific thinkers, alongside Galileo,
Copernicus, and Newton. Eminent writer A. N. Wilson challenges this long-held assumption. Contextualizing Darwin and his ideas, he offers a
groundbreaking critical look at this revered figure in modern science. In this beautifully written, deeply erudite portrait, Wilson argues that
Darwin was not an original scientific thinker, but a ruthless and determined self-promoter who did not credit the many great sages whose
ideas he advanced in his book. Furthermore, Wilson contends that religion and Darwinism have much more in common than it would seem,
for the acceptance of Darwin's theory involves a pretty significant leap of faith. Armed with an extraordinary breadth of knowledge, Wilson
explores how Darwin and his theory were very much a product of their place and time. The "Survival of the Fittest" was really the Survival of
Middle Class families like the Darwins—members of a relatively new economic strata who benefited from the rising Industrial Revolution at the
expense of the working classes. Following Darwin’s theory, the wretched state of the poor was an outcome of nature, not the greed and
neglect of the moneyed classes. In a paradigm-shifting conclusion, Wilson suggests that it remains to be seen, as this class dies out, whether
the Darwinian idea will survive, or whether it, like other Victorian fads, will become a footnote in our intellectual history. Brilliant, daring, and
ambitious, Charles Darwin explores this legendary man as never before, and challenges us to reconsider our understanding of both Darwin
and modern science itself.
When Soviet agent Viktor Tronko defected to the US in 1964, he made two intriguing claims: he insisted that Russia had not placed a mole
inside the CIA, and that Lee Harvey Oswald had not been recruited to assassinate the president. Convinced that Tronko was working as a
disinformation agent, the CIA furiously did everything they could to break him. But Tronko had one more surprise for them: he refused to
break. Almost two decades later, former CIA officer Mel Pokorny shows up at journalist Michael Kessler's house and offers to talk about
Tronko. It's the scoop of a lifetime for Kessler. But the more he investigates, the closer he gets to the truth: a truth so shocking that someone
would do anything to keep it under wraps. This could be the biggest story of his life...if it doesn't kill him first. Filled with fascinating characters
and darkly delicious humor, The Soul of Viktor Tronko is a rich, suspenseful espionage saga inspired by a true story.
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