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Who Was Frederick Douglass
Frederick Douglass was unquestionably the foremost black American of the nineteenth
century. The extraordinary life of this former slave turned abolitionist orator, newspaper editor,
social reformer, race leader, and Republican party advocate has inspired many biographies
over the years. This, however, is the first full-scale study of the origins, contours, development,
and significance of Douglass's thought. Brilliant and to a large degree self-taught, Douglass
personified intellectual activism; he possessed a sincere concern for the uses and
consequences of ideas. Both his people's struggle for liberation and his individual experiences,
which he envisioned as symbolizing that struggle, provided the basis and structure for his
intellectual maturation. As a representative American, he internalized and, thus, reflected major
currents in the contemporary American mind. As a representative Afro-American, he revealed
in his thinking the deep-seated influence of race on Euro-American, Afro-American, or, broadly
conceived, American consciousness. He sought to resolve in his thinking the dynamic tension
between his identities as a black and as an American. Martin assesses not only how Douglass
dealt with this enduring conflict, but also the extent of his success. An inveterate belief in a
universal and egalitarian humanism unified Douglass's thought. This grand organizing principle
reflected his intellectual roots in the three major traditions of mid-nineteenth-century American
thought: Protestant Christianity, the Enlightenment, and romanticism. Together, these
influences buttressed his characteristic optimism. Although nineteenth-century Afro-American
intellectual history derived its central premises and outlook from concurrent American
intellectual history, it offered a searching critique of the latter and its ramifications. How to
square America's rhetoric of freedom, equality, and justice with the reality of slavery and racial
prejudice was the difficulty that confronted such Afro-American thinkers as Douglass.
"Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass" is s generally held to be the most famous of a
number of narratives written by former slaves during the same period. In factual detail, the text
describes the events of his life and is considered to be one of the most influential pieces of
literature to fuel the abolitionist movement of the early 19th century in the United States. My
Bondage and My Freedom is the second of three autobiographies written by Douglass, and is
mainly an expansion of his first (Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass), discussing in
greater detail his transition from bondage to liberty. Life and Times of Frederick Douglass is
Frederick Douglass' third autobiography in which he gave more details about his life as a slave
and his escape from slavery in this volume than he could in his two previous autobiographies.
Frederick Douglass (1818 –1895) was an African-American social reformer, abolitionist, orator,
writer, and statesman. After escaping from slavery in Maryland, he became a national leader of
the abolitionist movement in Massachusetts and New York, gaining note for his dazzling
oratory and incisive antislavery writings.
From award-winning author Tonya Bolden comes the fascinating story of one of America’s
most influential African American voices Teacher. Self-emancipator. Orator. Author. Man.
Frederick Douglass (1818–1895) is one of the most important African American figures in US
history, best known, perhaps, for his own emancipation. But there is much more to Douglass’s
story than his time spent in slavery and his famous autobiography. Delving into his family life
and travel abroad, this book captures the whole complicated, and at times perplexing, person
that he was. As a statesman, suffragist, writer, newspaperman, and lover of the arts, Douglass
the man, rather than the historical icon, is the focus in Facing Frederick.
Famed abolitionist Frederick Douglass based his only fictional work on the gripping true story
of the biggest slave rebellion in U.S. history. The Heroic Slave was inspired by a courageous
uprising led by Madison Washington in 1841. Washington rallied 18 of the 135 slaves aboard a
ship bound for New Orleans, the country's primary slave-trading market. The mutineers seized
control, landing the ship in the British-controlled Bahamas, where their freedom was
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recognized. Originally published nearly a decade before the Civil War, Douglass's novella was
one of the earliest examples of African-American fiction. Douglass presents Madison
Washington's heroism less as a matter of violent escape and more as a voluntary act of
claiming self-ownership. Douglass's retelling encouraged readers to engage in the abolitionist
cause. It captivated readers by equating black slaves' rebellion against tyranny with the spirit
and democratic ideals of the American Revolution.
Frederick Douglass spent four months in Ireland at the end of 1845 that proved to be, in his
own words, ‘transformative’. He reported that for the first time in his life he felt like a man, and
not a chattel. Whilst in residence, he became a spokesperson for the abolition movement, but
by the time he left the country in early January 1846, he believed that the cause of the slave
was the cause of the oppressed everywhere. This book adds new insight into Frederick
Douglass and his time in Ireland. Contemporary newspaper accounts of the lectures that
Douglass gave during his tour of Ireland (in Dublin, Wexford, Waterford, Cork, Limerick, and
Belfast) have been located and transcribed. The speeches are annotated and accompanied by
letters written by Douglass during his stay. In this way, for the first time, we hear Douglass in
his own words.
**Winner of the Pulitzer Prize in History** “Extraordinary…a great American biography” (The
New Yorker) of the most important African-American of the nineteenth century: Frederick
Douglass, the escaped slave who became the greatest orator of his day and one of the leading
abolitionists and writers of the era. As a young man Frederick Douglass (1818–1895) escaped
from slavery in Baltimore, Maryland. He was fortunate to have been taught to read by his slave
owner mistress, and he would go on to become one of the major literary figures of his time. His
very existence gave the lie to slave owners: with dignity and great intelligence he bore witness
to the brutality of slavery. Initially mentored by William Lloyd Garrison, Douglass spoke widely,
using his own story to condemn slavery. By the Civil War, Douglass had become the most
famed and widely travelled orator in the nation. In his unique and eloquent voice, written and
spoken, Douglass was a fierce critic of the United States as well as a radical patriot. After the
war he sometimes argued politically with younger African Americans, but he never forsook
either the Republican party or the cause of black civil and political rights. In this “cinematic and
deeply engaging” (The New York Times Book Review) biography, David Blight has drawn on
new information held in a private collection that few other historian have consulted, as well as
recently discovered issues of Douglass’s newspapers. “Absorbing and even moving…a brilliant
book that speaks to our own time as well as Douglass’s” (The Wall Street Journal), Blight’s
biography tells the fascinating story of Douglass’s two marriages and his complex extended
family. “David Blight has written the definitive biography of Frederick Douglass…a powerful
portrait of one of the most important American voices of the nineteenth century” (The Boston
Globe). In addition to the Pulitzer Prize, Frederick Douglass won the Bancroft, Parkman, Los
Angeles Times (biography), Lincoln, Plutarch, and Christopher awards and was named one of
the Best Books of 2018 by The New York Times Book Review, The Wall Street Journal, The
Boston Globe, The Chicago Tribune, The San Francisco Chronicle, and Time.
Author, abolitionist, political speaker, and philosopher,Frederick Douglass was a pivotal figure
in the decades ofstruggle leading up to the Civil War and the EmancipationProclamation. This
inexpensive compilation of his speeches— including “What to the Slave Is the Fourth of July?”
(1852)and “Self-Made Men” (1859) — adds vital detail to the portraitof this great historical
figure.Dover Original
"Life and Times of Frederick Douglass" is the third and last autobiography of Frederick
Douglass. In this finial memoir Douglas gives more details about his life as a slave and his
escape from slavery than he did in his two previous autobiographies. Frederick Douglass
(1818 – 1895) was an African-American social reformer, abolitionist, orator, writer, and
statesman. After escaping from slavery in Maryland, he became a national leader of the
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abolitionist movement in Massachusetts and New York, gaining note for his dazzling oratory
and incisive antislavery writings. Contents: Author's Birth Removal From Grandmother's
Troubles of Childhood A General Survey of the Slave Plantation A Slaveholder's Character A
Child's Reasoning Luxuries at the Great House Characteristics of Overseers Change of
Location Learning to Read Growing in Knowledge Religious Nature Awakened The
Vicissitudes of Slave Life Experience in St. Michaels Covey, the Negro Breaker Another
Pressure of the Tyrant's Vise The Last Flogging New Relations and Duties The Runaway Plot
Escape From Slavery Life as a Freeman Introduced to the Abolitionists Recollections of Old
Friends One Hundred Conventions Impressions Abroad Triumphs and Trials John Brown and
Mrs. Stowe Increasing Demands of the Slave Power The Beginning of the End Secession and
War Hope for the Nation Vast Changes Living and Learning Weighed in the Balance "Time
Makes All Things Even" Incidents and Events "Honor to Whom Honor" Retrospection Later Life
A Grand Occasion Doubts as to Garfield's Course Recorder of Deeds President Cleveland's
Administration The Supreme Court Decision Defeat of James G. Blaine European Tour
Continuation of European Tour The Campaign of 1888 Administration of President Harrison
Minister to Haïti Continued Negotiations for the Môle St. Nicolas
100 Best Non Fiction Books has its origins in the recent 2 year-long Observer serial which
every week featured a work of non fiction). It is also a companion volume to McCrum's very
successful 100 Best Novels published by Galileo in 2015. The list of books starts in 1611 with
the King James Bible and ends in 2014 with Elizabeth Kolbert's The Sixth Extinction. And in
between, on this extraordinary voyage through the written treasures of our culture we meet
Pepys' Diaries, Charles Darwin's The Origin of Species, Stephen Hawking's A Brief History of
Time and a whole host of additional works.
Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass is an 1845 memoir and treatise on abolition written
by famous orator and former slave Frederick Douglass during his time in Lynn, Massachusetts.
It is generally held to be the most famous of a number of narratives written by former slaves
during the same period.
Selections of speeches and writings from the great abolitionist and statesman, focusing on the
slave trade, the Civil War, Abraham Lincoln, suffrage for African-Americans, Southern
reconstruction, and other vital issues.
In eighteenth-century New Orleans, the legal testimony of some 150 enslaved women and
men--like the testimony of free colonists--was meticulously recorded and preserved.
Questioned in criminal trials as defendants, victims, and witnesses about attacks, murders,
robberies, and escapes, they answered with stories about themselves, stories that rebutted the
premise on which slavery was founded. Focusing on four especially dramatic court cases,
Voices of the Enslaved draws us into Louisiana's courtrooms, prisons, courtyards, plantations,
bayous, and convents to understand how the enslaved viewed and experienced their worlds.
As they testified, these individuals charted their movement between West African, indigenous,
and colonial cultures; they pronounced their moral and religious values; and they registered
their responses to labor, to violence, and, above all, to the intimate romantic and familial bonds
they sought to create and protect. Their words--punctuated by the cadences of Creole and rich
with metaphor--produced riveting autobiographical narratives as they veered from the
questions posed by interrogators. Carefully assessing what we can discover, what we might
guess, and what has been lost forever, Sophie White offers both a richly textured account of
slavery in French Louisiana and a powerful meditation on the limits and possibilities of the
archive.
This volume of The Frederick Douglass Papers represents the first of a four-volume series of
the selected correspondence of the great American abolitionist and reformer. Douglass’s
correspondence was richly varied, from relatively obscure slaveholders and fugitive slaves to
poets and politicians, including Horace Greeley, William H. Seward, Susan B. Anthony, and
Page 3/10

Download Ebook Who Was Frederick Douglass
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow. The letters acquaint us with Douglass’s many roles—politician,
abolitionist, diplomat, runaway slave, women’s rights advocate, and family man—and include
many previously unpublished letters between Douglass and members of his family. Douglass
stood at the epicenter of the political, social, intellectual, and cultural issues of antebellum
America. This collection of Douglass’s early correspondence illuminates not only his growth as
an activist and writer, but the larger world of the times and the abolition movement as well.
Presents four narratives in which former slaves describe their experiences in captivity and
portray the harsh conditions they faced in everyday life.
A sympathetic study by the great teacher & leader of a career which was identified with the
race problem in the period of revolution & liberation. The sketch reveals Douglass as the
personification of the historical events that marked the transition from slavery to citizenship.
A Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass is the memoir of one of the first nationally-known
and respected African-American activists, writers, and thinkers, Frederick Douglass. Douglass
was born into slavery and bought his freedom as an adult. He had learned to read and write,
and appeared to be so cultured and educated that many people were skeptical that he had
ever been a slave. He wrote his memoir in part to disabuse these doubters. Large portions of
the memoir were intended to aid the abolitionist movement. Douglass gave first-hand evidence
of the evils of slavery, and devastated the then-popular notion that slaves were better off in the
hands of their owners than they would be as free men and women. This book played an
important role in the gradual rise of the anti-slavery movement, culminating in the Civil War and
Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation. Douglass met with Lincoln in the White House during the
Way, and his voice was an important one for decades in the mid-Nineteenth Century.

Published in the bicentenary year of Frederick Douglass’s birth and in a Black
Lives Matter era, this edition of Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass
presents new research into his life as an activist and an author. A revolutionary
reformer who traveled in Scotland, Ireland, England, and Wales as well as the
US, Douglass published many foreign-language editions of his Narrative. While
there have been many Douglasses over the decades and even centuries, the
Frederick Douglass we need now is no iconic, mythic, or legendary self-made
man but a fallible, mortal, and human individual: a husband, father, brother, and
son. His rallying cry inspires today’s activism: “Agitate! Agitate! Agitate!”
Recognizing that Douglass was bought and sold on the northern abolitionist
podium no less than on the southern auction block, this edition introduces
readers to Douglass’s multiple declarations of independence. The Narrative
appears alongside his private correspondence as well as the early speeches and
writings in which he did justice to the “grim horrors of slavery.” This volume also
traces Douglass’s activism and authorship in the context of the reformist work of
his wife, Anna Murray, and of his daughters and sons.
In Frederick Douglass' 1845 memoir, the former slave and famous orator,
describes the events of his life including the brutal treatment that he experienced
and witnessed, at the hand of slave masters. This book is the most famous
narrative, told from a former slave during this time period. The memoir is
considered to be one of the most influential pieces of literature that fueled the
abolitionist movement in the United States.
Illustrated biographies featuring a range of fascinating figures from history (and
current figures, too!) provide great information and entertainment through short
Page 4/10

Download Ebook Who Was Frederick Douglass
chapters and illustrations that will appeal to reluctant readers as well as middle
readers in general. Simultaneous eBook.
What to the Slave Is the Fourth of July? (1852) is a novella by Frederick
Douglass. Having escaped from slavery in the South at a young age, Frederick
Douglass became a prominent orator and autobiographer who spearheaded the
American abolitionist movement in the mid-nineteenth century. In this famous
speech, published widely in pamphlet form after it was given to a meeting of the
Rochester Ladies’ Anti-Slavery Society on July 5th, 1852, Douglass exposes the
hypocrisy of America’s claim to Christian and democratic ideals in spite of its
legacy of enslavement. Personal and political, Douglass’ speech helped inspire
the burgeoning abolitionist movement, which fought tirelessly for emancipation in
the decades leading up to the American Civil War. “What have I, or those I
represent, to do with your national independence? Are the great principles of
political freedom and of natural justice, embodied in that Declaration of
Independence, extended to us?...What, to the American slave, is your 4th of
July? I answer; a day that reveals to him, more than all other days in the year, the
gross injustice and cruelty to which he is the constant victim.” Drawing upon his
own experiences as an escaped slave, Douglass offers a critique of American
independence from the perspective of those who had never been free within its
borders. Hopeful and courageous, Douglass’ voice remains an essential part of
our history, reminding us time and again who we are, who we have been, and
what we can be as a nation. While much of his radical message has been
smoothed over through the passage of time, its revolutionary truth continues to
resonate today. With a beautifully designed cover and professionally typeset
manuscript, this edition of Frederick Douglass’ What to the Slave Is the Fourth of
July? is a classic of African American literature reimagined for modern readers.
From his enslavement to freedom, Frederick Douglass was one of America's
most extraordinary champions of liberty and equality. Throughout his long life,
Douglass was also a man of profound religious conviction. In this concise and
original biography, D. H. Dilbeck offers a provocative interpretation of Douglass's
life through the lens of his faith. In an era when the role of religion in public life is
as contentious as ever, Dilbeck provides essential new perspective on
Douglass's place in American history. Douglass came to faith as a teenager
among African American Methodists in Baltimore. For the rest of his life, he
adhered to a distinctly prophetic Christianity. Imitating the ancient Hebrew
prophets and Jesus Christ, Douglass boldly condemned evil and oppression,
especially when committed by the powerful. Dilbeck shows how Douglass's
prophetic Christianity provided purpose and unity to his wide-ranging work as an
author, editor, orator, and reformer. As "America's Prophet," Douglass exposed
his nation's moral failures and hypocrisies in the hopes of creating a more just
society. He admonished his fellow Americans to truly abide by the political and
religious ideals they professed to hold most dear. Two hundred years after his
birth, Douglass's prophetic voice remains as timely as ever.
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Frederick Douglass’s changeable sense of his own life story is reflected in his
many conflicting accounts of events during his journey from slavery to freedom.
Robert S. Levine creates a fascinating collage of this elusive subject—revisionist
biography at its best, offering new perspectives on Douglass the social reformer,
orator, and writer.
To Tell a Free Story: Excerpt (1986) -- From Behind the Veil: Excerpt (1979) -Afterword -- Chronology -- Four Maryland Families -- Historical Annotation to the
Narrative -- Notes -- Selected Bibliography -- Index -- A -- B -- C -- D -- E -- F -- G
-- H -- I -- J -- K -- L -- M -- N -- O -- P -- R -- S -- T -- U -- V -- W -- Y
Robert S. Levine foregrounds the viewpoints of Black Americans on
Reconstruction in his absorbing account of the struggle between the great orator
Frederick Douglass and President Andrew Johnson. When Andrew Johnson
assumed the presidency after Abraham Lincoln’s assassination, the country was
on the precipice of radical change. Johnson, seemingly more progressive than
Lincoln, looked like the ideal person to lead the country. He had already cast
himself as a “Moses” for the Black community, and African Americans were
optimistic that he would pursue aggressive federal policies for Black equality.
Despite this early promise, Frederick Douglass, the country’s most influential
Black leader, soon grew disillusioned with Johnson’s policies and increasingly
doubted the president was sincere in supporting Black citizenship. In a dramatic
and pivotal meeting between Johnson and a Black delegation at the White
House, the president and Douglass came to verbal blows over the course of
Reconstruction. As he lectured across the country, Douglass continued to attack
Johnson’s policies, while raising questions about the Radical Republicans’
hesitancy to grant African Americans the vote. Johnson meanwhile kept his eye
on Douglass, eventually making a surprising effort to appoint him to a key
position in his administration. Levine grippingly portrays the conflicts that brought
Douglass and the wider Black community to reject Johnson and call for a guilty
verdict in his impeachment trial. He brings fresh insight by turning to letters
between Douglass and his sons, speeches by Douglass and other major Black
figures like Frances E. W. Harper, and articles and letters in the Christian
Recorder, the most important African American newspaper of the time. In
counterpointing the lives and careers of Douglass and Johnson, Levine offers a
distinctive vision of the lost promise and dire failure of Reconstruction, the effects
of which still reverberate today.
A graphic novel biography of the escaped slave, abolitionist, public speaker, and most
photographed man of the nineteenth century, based on his autobiographical writings and
speeches, spotlighting the key events and people that shaped the life of this great American.
Recently returned to the cultural spotlight, Frederick Douglass's impact on American history is
felt even in today's current events. Comic book writer and filmmaker David F. Walker joins with
the art team of Damon Smyth and Marissa Louise to bring the long, exciting, and influential life
of Douglass to life in comic book form. Taking you from Douglass's life as a young slave
through his forbidden education to his escape and growing prominence as a speaker,
abolitionist, and influential cultural figure during the Civil War and beyond, The Life of Frederick
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Douglass presents a complete illustrated portrait of the man who stood up and spoke out for
freedom and equality. Along the way, special features provide additional background on the
history of slavery in the United States, the development of photography (which would play a
key role in the spread of Douglass's image and influence), and the Civil War. Told from
Douglass's point of view and based on his own writings, The Life of Frederick Douglass
provides an up-close-and-personal look at a history-making American who was larger than life.
The abolitionist author presents profound insight on the meaning of race and freedom in
America in this memoir of slavery, escape, and reinvention. One of the most important figures
in the American civil rights movement, Frederick Douglass was a major influence on social and
political thought in the nineteenth century. His autobiographical writings were a powerful
vehicle for his philosophy of human equality. Written ten years after his legal emancipation in
1846, My Bondage and My Freedom recounts Douglass’s journey—intellectual, spiritual, and
geographical—from life as a slave under various masters, and his many plots and attempts at
escape, to his liberation, time as a fugitive, and new life as a prominent abolitionist. Expanding
on his earlier work Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, this later memoir illuminates
Douglass’s maturation as a writer and thinker.
One of the greatest African American leaders and one of the most brilliant minds of his time,
Frederick Douglass spoke and wrote with unsurpassed eloquence on almost all the major
issues confronting the American people during his life—from the abolition of slavery to women's
rights, from the Civil War to lynching, from American patriotism to black nationalism. Between
1950 and 1975, Philip S. Foner collected the most important of Douglass's hundreds of
speeches, letters, articles, and editorials into an impressive five-volume set, now long out of
print. Abridged and condensed into one volume, and supplemented with several important
texts that Foner did not include, this compendium presents the most significant, insightful, and
elegant short works of Douglass's massive oeuvre.
Learn about the abolitionist Frederick Douglass and his fight for freedom in this Step 3
Biography Reader! Frederick Douglass was a keystone figure in the abolitionist movement,
and his story has impacted generations of people fighting for civil rights in America. He was
born to an enslaved mother and grew up with the horrors of slavery. In the course of his
childhood, he was able to learn to read, and soon realized that reading and language were a
source of power, and could be the keys to his freedom. Frederick Douglass spoke and wrote
about injustice and equality, and his words profoundly affected the conversation about slavery
in America. His activism will resonate with kids today who are observing and participating in
our activist culture. Step 3 Readers feature engaging characters in easy-to-follow plots about
popular topics--for children who are ready to read on their own.
“A detailed, finely written portrait of the imposing 19th-century leader.” —David Levering Lewis,
New York Times Book Review Born into but escaped from slavery, Frederick Douglass—orator,
journalist, autobiographer; revolutionary on behalf of a just America—was a towering figure, at
once consummately charismatic and flawed. His Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass
(1845) galvanized the antislavery movement and is one of the truly seminal works of AfricanAmerican literature. In this Lincoln Prize– winning biography, William S. McFeely captures the
many sides of Douglass— his boyhood on the Chesapeake; his self-education; his rebellion and
rising expectations; his marriage, affairs, and intense friendships; his bitter defeat and
transcendent courage—and re-creates the high drama of a turbulent era.
A landmark and collectible volume—beautifully produced in duotone—that canonizes Frederick
Douglass through historic photography. Commemorating the bicentennial of Frederick
Douglass’s birthday and featuring images discovered since its original publication in 2015, this
“tour de force” (Library Journal, starred review) reintroduced Frederick Douglass to a twentyfirst-century audience. From these pages—which include over 160 photographs of Douglass, as
well as his previously unpublished writings and speeches on visual aesthetics—we learn that
Page 7/10

Download Ebook Who Was Frederick Douglass
neither Custer nor Twain, nor even Abraham Lincoln, was the most photographed American of
the nineteenth century. Indeed, it was Frederick Douglass, the ex-slave-turned-abolitionist,
eloquent orator, and seminal writer, who is canonized here as a leading pioneer in
photography and a prescient theorist who believed in the explosive social power of what was
then just an emerging art form. Featuring: Contributions from Henry Louis Gates, Jr., and
Kenneth B. Morris, Jr. (a direct Douglass descendent) 160 separate photographs of
Douglass—many of which have never been publicly seen and were long lost to history A
collection of contemporaneous artwork that shows how powerful Douglass’s photographic
legacy remains today, over a century after his death All Douglass’s previously unpublished
writings and speeches on visual aesthetics
This highly regarded biography traces the life and times of Frederick Douglass, from his birth
on Maryland's Eastern Shore in 1818 to 1838, when he escaped from slavery to emerge upon
the national scene.
The progress of his life from a slave to a leader in the movements for emancipation and Black
labor are recounted by this nineteenth-century Black leader

"Adler, a prolific children's book author, has done a good job describing the trajectory of
Douglass's life as he moved from being a slave himself to being a freer of slaves and a
tireless civil rights activist. Narrator Charles Turner, who has a deep and resonant
voice, uses just the right matter-of-fact yet serious tones that won't overwhelm young
listeners but will make an impression on them." -AudioFile
"In his extensive writings, Frederick Douglass revealed little about the private side of his
life. But Douglass had a complicated array of relationships with women: white and
black, wives and lovers, mistresses-owners, and sisters and daughters. Leigh Fought
aims to reveal more about the life of the famed abolitionist off the public stage. She
begins with the women he knew during his life as a slave--his mother, whom he barely
knew; his grandmother, who raised him; and his slave mistresses, including the one
who taught him how to read. Readers will learn about Douglass's two wives--Anna
Murray, a free woman who helped him escape to freedom and become a famous
speaker herself, and later Helen Pitts, a white woman who was politically engaged and
played the public role of the wife of a celebrity. Also central to Douglass's story were
women involved in the abolitionist and reform movements, including two white women,
Julia Griffiths and Ottilia Assing, critical to the success of his abolitionist newspaper. At
the same time, white female abolitionists would be among Douglass's chief critics when
he supported the 15th amendment that denied the vote to women, and black women,
such as Ida B. Wells-Barnett, would become some of his new political collaborators.
Fought also looks at the next generation, specifically through Douglass's daughter
Rosetta, who literally acted as a go-between for her parents, since her mother, Anna
Murray, had limited literacy. This biography of the circle of women around Frederick
Douglass promises to show the connections between his public and private life, as well
as reveal connections among enslaved women, free black women, abolitionist circles,
and nineteenth-century politics and culture in the North and South before and after the
Civil War"-Frederick Douglass was born enslaved in February 1818, but from this most humble of
beginnings, he rose to become a world-famous orator, newspaper editor, and champion
of the rights of women and African Americans. He not only survived slavery to live in
freedom but also became an outspoken critic of the institution and an active participant
in the U.S. political system. Douglass advised presidents of the United States and
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formally represented his country in the diplomatic corps. He was the most prominent
African American activist of the nineteenth century, and he left a treasure trove of
documentary evidence detailing his life in slavery and achievements in freedom. This
volume gathers and interprets valuable selections from a variety of Douglass’s writings,
including speeches, editorials, correspondence, and autobiographies.
Frederick Douglass was born a slave in Maryland around February 1818. He escaped
in 1838, but in each of the three accounts he wrote of his life he did not give any details
of how he gained his freedom lest slaveholders use the information to prevent other
slaves from escaping, and to prevent those who had helped him from being punished.
Raised as a plantation slave who was taught to read and write by one of his owners,
Frederick Douglass became a brilliant writer, eloquent orator, and major participant in
the stuggle of African-Americans for freedom and equality. In this engrossing, first-hand
narrative originally published in 1845, he vividly recounts early years of physical abuse,
deprivation and tragedy; his dramatic escape to the North and eventual freedom,
abolitionist campaigns, and crusade for full civil rights for former slaves. A powerful
autobiography of a passionate civil rights advocate, this book will be of value to anyone
interested in African-American history.
Frederick Douglass was born a slave in Talbot County, Maryland, in February, 1818.
From these humble beginnings, Douglass went on to become a world-famous orator,
newspaper editor, and champion of the rights of women and African Americans. He
was the most prominent African American activist of the 19th century. He remains
important in American history because he moved beyond relief at his own personal
freedom to dedicating his life to the progress of his race and his country. This volume
offers a short biographical exploration of Douglass' life in the broader context of the
19th century world, and pulls together some of his most important writings on slavery,
civil rights, and political issues. Bolstered by the series website, which provides
instructors with more images and documents, as well as targeted links to further
research, Frederick Douglass: Reformer and Statesman gives the student of American
history a fully-rounded glimpse into the world inhabited by this great figure.
The impassioned abolitionist and eloquent orator provides graphic descriptions of his
childhood and horrifying experiences as a slave as well as a harrowing record of his
dramatic escape to the North and eventual freedom. Published in 1845 to quell doubts
about his origins, the Narrative is admired today for its extraordinary passion, sensitive
descriptions, and storytelling power.
A new collection of the seminal writings and speeches of a legendary writer, orator, and
civil rights leader This compact volume offers a full course on the remarkable, diverse
career of Frederick Douglass, letting us hear once more a necessary historical figure
whose guiding voice is needed now as urgently as ever. Edited by renowned scholar
Henry Louis Gates, Jr., and Pulitzer Prize–nominated historian John Stauffer, The
Portable Frederick Douglass includes the full range of Douglass’s works: the complete
Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, as well as extracts from My Bondage and
My Freedom and Life and Times of Frederick Douglass; The Heroic Slave, one of the
first works of African American fiction; the brilliant speeches that launched his political
career and that constitute the greatest oratory of the Civil War era; and his journalism,
which ranges from cultural and political critique (including his early support for
women’s equality) to law, history, philosophy, literature, art, and international affairs,
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including a never-before-published essay on Haitian revolutionary Toussaint
L’Ouverture. The Portable Frederick Douglass is the latest addition in a series of
African American classics curated by Henry Louis Gates, Jr. First published in 2008,
the series reflects a selection of great works of fiction, nonfiction, and poetry by African
and African American authors introduced and annotated by leading scholars and
acclaimed writers in new or updated editions for Penguin Classics. In his series essay,
“What Is an African American Classic?” Gates provides a broader view of the canon of
classics of African American literature available from Penguin Classics and beyond.
Gates writes, “These texts reveal the human universal through the African American
particular: all true art, all classics do this; this is what ‘art’ is, a revelation of that which
makes each of us sublimely human, rendered in the minute details of the actions and
thoughts and feelings of a compelling character embedded in a time and place.” For
more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in
the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a
global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across genres and
disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by
introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as
up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.
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